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German Music Booms in Milwaukee: 


During | Finn War Sibelius Was Big 


By HARRY E. BELLINGS 
Milwaukee, May 14. 


While phonograph record business | ~ 


has been enjoying a boom here, as | 
elsewhere, an unusual local angle is | 
an unprecedented demant for Ger- 
man discs, not only from this city’s 
large population of German descent, 
but from people of other ancestral | 
nationalities. Jewish buyers of! 
transcribed German music are suffi- 
ciently numerous to occasion com- | 
ment among the dealers, and one) 
sales manager (Gentile) said: 

‘The Jews are broad - minded | 
enough not to deny themselves 
music they like just because it hap- | 
pens to be of Teutonic origin, but | 
they insist upon records of only | 
American manufacture. They will 
not buy records made in Germany 
naturally.’ 

Folk music, popular songs, yodel 
numbers and quartet vocals in 
German are all in big demand, and 
a few typical titles are ‘Bummel, 
Petrus,” ‘Du Kannst Nicht Treu | 
Sein,’ ‘Eine Seefahrt Die Ist Lustig,’ | 
‘Wenn Ich Gross Bin, Liebe Mut-! 
ter,” and ‘Fahr Mich in Die Ferne. 
Mein Blonder Matrose.’ 

Not only in the homes is the Ger- 
man music enjoying popularity, but | 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Det. Nitery’s Amateur 
Contest Brings Out 573 | 
Acts And Big Wk.’s Biz 





Detroit, May 14. 
The Bowery, Detroit’s biggest) 
nitery and something of a _phe-| 
nomenon in show business with its 
huge bills, is winding up a startling | 
amateur contest which brought out 
573 acts. Originally started to select 
& winner which would get a week’s 
booking at the spot and financial 
help toward a career, the amateur 
contest brought on startling devel- 
opments which Frank Barbaro, the 
manager, was quick to utilize. 
_The fact that the earlier elimina- 
tions still left him with 12 young 
(Continued on page 11) 


RKO INTERESTED IN 
CARDINAL HAYES PIC 


With the co-operation of St. 
P&trick’s cathedral and the Catholic 
church assertedly being given, a 
story around the late Cardinal 








Patrick Hayes is being written. Re-' 


Ported that RKO will produce the 
Picture. 
George Boothby, who has been in 
Pictures and did 
Fighting 69th’ for Warners during 
the past season, is preparing the 
Story on the late cardinal in col- 
laboration with Maisie Clemons. 
Both were reporters on the old N. 
Y. World. They are now in the 


—_— 





Splinterbugs Now 





r Milwaukee, May 14. 

A splinterbug contest was a 
novelty introduced here at the 
Milwaukee Government Service 
league’s jamboree at the Audi- 
torium Saturday night (11). 
Splinterbug is a jitterbug with- 
out shoes. 

Exponents of the innovation 
claim bare tootsies enable them 
to achieve effects of ballet-like 
beauty. 








| film ‘not up to the universal con- 


some work on. 


i 


COMML SHORT 
GAVEHIM (106) 
HEART PAIN . 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Alexander theatre, operated by 
Fox-West Coast in suburban Glen- 
dale, was sued yesterday (Monday ) 
for $10,000 by a patron charging con- 
spiracy to defraud by showing a 





ception of pure, wholesome enter- 
tainment.’ Picture was a propaganda 
piece made for the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers. 

John Miller, the complainant, 
claims he was obliged to ‘sit through 
and suffer tortures” of witnessing a 
film called ‘Your Town.’ He al- 
leges he was ‘lured’ into the theatre 





| by promise he would witness enter- 


' 
| 
tainment, but as a result of seeing | 
‘Your Town,’ he ‘developed a lasting | 
cardiac condition caused by in- | 
(Continued on page 24) 


ANNETTE KELLERMAN 
MAY RETURN TO VAUD 


Sydney, May 14. | 
Annette Kellerman, after an ab- 
sence from vaude for years, may 
shortly return to the field in Aus- | 
tralia with a tank act over the Ti- 
voli chain. © 
The former star is presently here | 
on an extended visit from the United | 
States. 











Leslie Ostrander’s Freak 
Job as Fair’s ‘Elmer’ 


Leslie Ostrander is one actor who 
got a job at the New York World's 
Fair that he never figured on. Fair 
Corp. commissioned Howard Scott, | 
an artist, to design a poster of the, 
typical American, Ostrander being | 

(Continued on page 55) ' 
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cw WOULD j ||\) B'way Par and Strand Keynote Name 


AIR IMMEDIATELY 


Washington Lawyers See 
American Mobilization of 
Broadcasting Industry 
From First Moment of Any 
National Emergency—Say 
Station Owners Will ‘Look 
Back on Happiness’ 


ARMY CONTROL 





Washington, May 14. 

When war comes to the United 
States—skipping the ‘if’ as most 
people here do in private conversa- 
tion— the immediate effect upon the 
American radio broadcasting indus- 
try will .robably be drastic in the 
extreme. Radio lawyers express the 
view that private station operators 
will ‘look back on happiness’ and 
think of the strict Federal Communi- 
cations Commission regime of today 
as jolly by comparison with military 
control. 

Attorneys have their fingers 
crossed, too, on the net effect upon 
status quo in ownership should Gov- 
ernment commandeering of all 
broadcast facilities become a fact 
under the M-Day (mobilization) set- 
up concerning which last week in 


(Continued on page 45) 





Nostalgic Nitery Show 
Proves Big Boxoffice; 


~ Band Policy as 


Vaude's Lifesaver 





U. S. Radio Audience 


There were 10,537,605 radios 
of all types sold: during 1939 in 
the United*States, according to 
figures provided by Columbia 
Broadcasting System via O. H. 
Caldwell, trade statistician. In- 
cluding all types of radios, dupli- 
cates, portables (but not de- 
ducting for sets out of repair or 
obsolete) there may be 50,000, 
000 radios in America. 





Nearly 1,500,000 automobile 
radio installations have been 
made. 








NAZI INVASIONS 
CLIP LEGIT, 
PIX BIZ 


Depression along Broadway in the 
legits that started with the advent 
of daylight time became intensified 
during the second week. The decline 
was most acute Friday (10) follow- 
ing the news that the Nazis had in- 
vaded the Low Countries. 
saw no improvement, and that’s not 
particularly attributed to the opposi- 
tion of the World’s Fair, 
opened on that date. Last spring’s 
slump was definitely blamed on the 
Fair. 

Business at the ticket agencies was 








Rose’s $23,281 in 1 Wk. 


Billy Rose, who frankly states his 
showmanship is predicated on only 
two formulas—nostalgia and size—| 
says that the nostalgic has plenty of 
b.o. He points to an actual gross of; 
$23,281.74 for the first full week of| 
his new Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y.,| 
nitery show as financial evidence. | 
This is claimed to be around $10,000. 


better than any other night ciub is 
currently doing in New York. 





| cade doesn’t really get started until 
premiere, | 


tonight’s (Wednesday?) 
when he’s inviting the press for what 
he feels will be the real show. Last 


year he didn’t start rolling until the, 


third week, with a $90,000 gross. His 
best week was the second week in 
October, when he grossed $136,000, 
and which was the first week when 


‘the Fair went from 75c. to a 50c.) 


gate. The present half-buck tariff, 


he figures, will reflect itself thus for , 
all the midway. | 








Map of restrictions faced by 
U. S. film distributors in world 
markets on page 8 of this issue. 








particularly weak, with the public’s 
mind evidently attuned to other mat- 
ters than diversion. Many people 


(Continued on page 53) 


ZUKOR ESTATE INTO 
A COUNTRY RESORT 


Adolph Zukor’s estate at New City. 
N. Y., on the Hudson, is being turned 
into a miniature country resort, 





| with rooms in the main house avail- 
As for size or spectacle, his Aqua- , able 
| weekly basis. 


to outsiders on a daily or 
Around 30 people can 
he accommodated. 


In addition to throwing the man- | 


sion open, the Zukor estate is offer- 
ing the public the guest house, 
which has been turned into a restau- 
rant, with a bar; the 18-hole golf 


| course, riding horses, bicycles and a 


swimming pool, 





A Non-Pro ‘Mr. America’ ; 


A.A.U. (Amateur Athletic Union), 
always on the staid side in viewing 
publicity gags, is going for one—and 

,good—in a tieup with its meet at 
| Madison Square Garden, N. Y., 

May 25. 

It’s going to choose a male glamor 

' boy to be crowned ‘Mr. America.’ 


Saturday | 


which | 





:’ 
| The potent boxoffice draught of 
the name dance bands, it’s generally 
conceded within the trade, is all that 
has kept vaudfilm policies in the key 
cities from virtual extinction. Con- 
dition of the variety field itself, with 
the exception of those few occasions 
when strong film personalities make 
personals, is such that the number 
of b.o. personalities can be counted 
on the fingers of one hand, if that 
| many, 

| ; It has been evidenced more clearly 
|in the past year that straight vaude 
| Plus films depends almost. entirely 
on the picture for b.o. results. If 
the picture is strong, the b.o. is good: 
| if the film is weak, the losses are 
{twice as much as they would be 
without the vaude, Rarely, however, 
does a name band do really bad 
business regardless of the film sup- 
port; and when a strong musical out- 
fit is coupled with equally strong 
celluloid, the gross is usually in the 
supers brackets, 

| New York is a classic example of 
| what bands have meant to the box- 
|offices, An analysis of two top 
| Broadway first-run theatres, the 
| Paramount and Strand, since 1935 
| and 1938 respectively, clearly illus- 
trates how the musical aggregations 

(Continued on pafe 38) 


Gertie Lawrence’s Disks 
And Fields-Chevalier 
| Pic for Allied Troops 











Gertrude Lawrence and Richard 
| Hayden, respective leads in ‘Sky- 
lark’ and ‘Two for the Show,’ are 
making a series of half-hour tran- 
scriptions with guest names, to be 
broadcast by BBC for entertainment 
| of the British troops on the western 
front. Disks are being recorded af 
i NBC. ~ 

{From Paris herewith is a story of 
a Gracie Fields-Maurice Chevalier 
war film being made.] 

Stars who have contributed their 
| services for guest shots so far in- 


| clude Harry Richman, Regina! Gard- 


iner, Hildegarde and Peggy Wood. 
Jack Benny, Burns and Allen, Eddie 
Cantor, Lily Pons and Lawrence Tib- 
bett, who are said to tave promised 
to participate and numerous other 
names are being sought. Series is to 
(Continued on page 18) 


JOAN CRAWFORD’S M-C 
OK TO DO B’WAY PLAY 


Joan Crawford, while in New York 
the next two months, will study 
{manuscripts with the idea of play- 
ing on Broadway. Actress has per- 
mission to do a legit, provided she 
notifies the studio by July 1.’ 

Miss Crawford has closed her 
California home temporarily and is 
shopping for a Connecticut farm 
, within commuting distance of Broad- 
i way. 
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# benefit performance for the Fund, | 
that being an Equity must. In addi- 
lion there is a membership to the 
Fund, but it is strangely small, not 
































| pointed by the Screen Actors Guild 


and Artists Managers Guild. 
Denny discharged the Small Co. 


| King and majority of his Ministers. 

















amount impounded is approximately 


$15,000, with a prospect of reaching | 
$30,000 by the time the suit comes to 














Pix Rights to Old Plays 


| Noel Coward planed -to the Coast 


tome © 


trial. | Monday night (13), to be gone about 


— 
ininnsteait 
9 e 
: | Wrathful deed 
Actors’ Fund Shows Deficit of $11,257; | Wrathful Author Indeed | Horhert Marshall's US. Tax Victory 
7 
> | . 
Taylor Gordon filed suit Monday» . ‘ 
nd e (13) in N. Y. supreme court for e 
Propose Plan to fap Radio Audiences :2':0*,,.c-nzee se, 220 eak for Foreign Actors in Cali 
Century-Fox Film, John Steinbeck, e 
| Viking Press, Inc. and Pascal Covici. F 
* Action involves ‘The Grapes of, + aaepaane 
Actors Fund of America, at its Fd Wypn’s Broadwa WNo complaint was placed on fie,! Fred Allen (Texaco) plied, Wes on ue. “ 
annual meeting held Friday 10) | yal y but it is understood that Gordon Will Ca { sees tai wien ¥ —— and 
#i the National, New York, again | M4 claims to have written the original Op eave their wives behind overseas 
disclosed an operating deficit. For | Comeback This Fall version of the story. pose nor are entitled to the benefit of the 
the first time in many years, Daniel | | community property law in filing 
Frohman, who was present, and re-| fq wynn will return to the stage. Deal between Texaco and Fred | their Federal income tax return, 
named president, did ‘not officiate, | ing off the boards for two. Allen may be closed by -Friday | Privilege of reducing the bite was 
ice- preside incent having | @fter being off the boara’ “” | established last week in a Board of 
vice-president Walter Vince g ; ‘ 
ihe chair. Frohman will be 89 in seasons, as earlier indicated, but his (17). The account has been dis-| Tax Appeals decision in the tiffing 
August. , new show is not due until the fall. cussing terms with the comic and | between Herbert Marshall and the 
Stated that the budget for the at that time Al Jolson is also slated the matter of a fall starting date and ae poten oe ‘ - 
coming year calls for $168,000 or) +. Broadway, although he will start program details are yet to be set- - ay boyy ne ae Geen and Fo 
ebout $21,000 more than the period . ; screen star upwards of $80,000. He ol 
A : | rehearsals late this month and play tled. | los ] n i , pi 
just past. Increased unemployment | ae lost only a minor point, when the - 
caused by suspension of the federal, the road during the summer. ‘Keep | ; If the proposition goes through | referees decided he had not decided n 
relief theatre more than ate up be-| Punchin’’ is the newest title for the | | Allen will be competing next fall | in 1933 to become ‘domiciled’ in this & 
quests, deficit amounting to $11,257.) Jolson show, previously known as with Eddie Cantor, who has been country. yrtte arege | > ingen to ws 
Ways and means of making the, wn ae ’ . A. force him to pay $55,238 on earn- 
y Hold On To Your Hats. contracted by Bristol-Myers as i 1934 and $27.800 for 193 ov 
fund financially secure were touched | i ; ; ngs in and $27, for 1935 but h 
upon and the proposal of raising) Wynn has held several auditions | len’s successor, and it will be the) fopped, Further victory was the de- . 
pos from radio audiences again lately, but no contracts were issued. aN SON ee a first time in eight years 7 Allen | cision that delay in filing a return 4 
areas ' Pointed nut that 20 conts| tnderstesd bee ¢ tiie ee) g has broadcast on CBS. NBC has! for 1933 was not ‘willful’ but instead 
, | minion capital are to the effect that | undertaken to retain him for itself| could be traced to ‘veaeanuba du 
were collected from each person who names for the supporting end of the| ‘sain Se x a nable : 
: : ond] it] ti d f the the Government has received a@ pro-| by offering Texaco a Thursday eve- cause,’ 80 a 25% penalty on top of 
attended broadcasts in studios and/ cast. One title mentioned Jor | posal to run a lottery designed to|ning hour but the latter considers | the $3899 defici snlinaiiiad wi He 
theatres the problem would be} musical is ‘The Funnies.’ He has | bolster Canada’s $500,000,000 first|the time too early for midwest audi- e $3, eficiency assessment was tis 
{ solved. It is estimated that the sum) filed corporate papers through his , : Paik nly thrown out. Pre 
which is ‘ney, Sidney Fleisher, for the| Y°@" War chest. However this is\ ence and requiring a broadcast for} The Government insisted Marshall of 
a prac wer - eet) ge P sing ns Re title of Laugh deemed unlikely, at least for the) the Coast which currently doesn't was not entitled to the privileges of wa 
source each year mi ully suffice. | : . ; M s er i Z 
| ‘Idea of Leia Sai radio au-| Parade, Inc., ‘Parade’ having been a aan te Mik week prevail. Texaco will also settle by | California’s unique law, especially Me 
it diences when first broached was| one of Wynn's biggest winners. In- aimeair une ptt ligg “ ".. the end of this week the question , since his wife, Edna Best, went back ~ 
if nixed. by the commercial sponsors! dicated that he will produce on his patent owner and os & Scion sag sg in Re a ei se | to England.’ But the actor demon- ht 
if of the programs, but it is believed, Own. Last time out he appeared in| 4, 4 sweepstakes plan involving 7 4 Ald ve wed ak a“ . ve strated he was so pleased with film = 
- that a change of attitude could be | ‘Hooray for What,’ produced by the! worig Series baseball games impor- | ; re : ens pris r thea “ a. work that he decided ‘to make Cali- 
i won. Suggested that instead of re-| Shuberts. Attraction never went to! 425+ y. s. football matches and In- interpolate a dramatic spot with | fornia his permanent place of abode. i 
i ne - EE the road big guest legit or film names. He never owned property in the _ 
i ; quiring a fee for admission, that such | . ternational League baseball games. hind. aed tate United off 
: ; contributions be’ voluntary. Though plan -could conceivably - sen i aa Wie net dis. 19: 
it Fund is allocated a share of the, ' yield a revenue of $250,000,000, an- ’ ° ° ae ; be 
: } money secured from benefits by the Kramer Agency Must nually, it is considered improbable Flynn S Commish Coin — ee o ny gl ‘ite ved 
; Theatre Authority, the several the- | T | Co ‘ h that the Government would permit M t il C t of <s 1033 nA reeled ‘ne aus ns ] 
i atrical guilds and other organiza- amendment to the criminal code ounts While our ‘Starehs no 
if lions also sharing. Possibility of ie | um Over ts mmis making sweepstakes legal. W ‘ D alae | ree, bates oe organ tw 
} fund getting a larger share is being Several measures advocating legal- H Me ; ie col 
considered along with a method of | On Reg Denny to Small ization of sweepstakes in Canada alts on CCiSIOn | under gree Recrg “ a i at an. 
co-ordinating the dispensing of! ; have been presented in the past oo 6 feng z sl a sian te fe the 
: 3 charity coin. In some quarters it is | Los Angeles, May 14. without success. In one instance a Los Angeles, May 14. the B "? id M: ng ak Minit fee 
| thought that there is duplication in | : bill along these lines was approved , ‘< still holdi e e Board said Marshall was J ro 
td disbursements to the needy. Fund | Earl Kramer agency was ordered| in the Senate and defeated in the| SUPerior Court is still holding 10% | fied in presuming the New York pro- gre 
officials shade 1 eshiadade ‘that it “to turn over to the Small Co. all the | House of Commons. | of Errol Flynn’s $5,000-a-week salary | ducer — make the required re- s 
i checks with the Stage Relief when commissions it collected: from Reg-| Question at this time, however, | in the triangular case involving the | pert te the. © ae. pa 
' requests for aid are questioned. ‘inald Denny for one year, under a| : Rsage: oad — Mena will | actor, the Myron Selznick agency | ; ; si 
— Legit shows are required to play) : : : ring abou ange in hitherto Un-/| and the Warner studio. To date the y } y ¢ set 
£ git s eq Pp |ruling by the arbitration board ap- | compromising attitude of Premier ‘Cow ard’s Week in wood; 


Flynn’s suit before the State La- | a week. Understood he has a couple 


bor Commissioner seeks to terminate | of tentative offers for film rights to 


their services they are doing their! his representation contract with | some of his material and also may 


bit. Coin from the benefits amounted | managerial contract, which runs un- 
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to $19,837. es 
Spent $158,149 





and also approval, from theologians | 





| til next autumn. Commissions paid 
| to Kramer during the disputed 
'period were declared the rightful 


a ; in April, 1939, but the board decided | 

| Vear- ‘Players assume that on giving| te, discharge was wi | T00 WARM FOR 
) : tage, ge was without sufficient 
| year. Players assume that on giving | cause, and reinstated the agency's 























Memphis having long been a town 


Agent Bests Purcell 





Selznick. Warners recently entered | confer with several people regarding 
an interpleader, asking the court | aypearances in the fall in a Broad- 
what to do with the accumulated | way show of his authorship. 

commissions. 





























| Glenn Melvin Stadler, Lloyd Lehr- | 
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Total receipts were $146,892 and property of the Small Co. Decision Prge eet cet ge. aye H. eo | He's due to Clipper back to Eng- 
expenditures $158,149. There were will be taken to the Superior Court a wee wrdllee ¥ ; ° oo unt land about June 1 and will then go | 
donations amounting to $10,393, of | for confirmation. | oe a  pereee e We. | to Paris, where he’s connected with Ro 
which $1,748 came from the gale of - P ancien may 1. | . ee inc 
Katharine Cornell's phofos while she outhern California put on its own | ? ' | arrived in the U. &. two weeks age. lin 
was on tour. Bequests amounted to MEMPHIS GETS BIG | version of ‘Very Warm for May,’ re- | RKO S RABINOVITCH Pu 
paren ie Phir Nate i oat 1 sulting in-heavy dews n thespian PIC WITH DARRIEUX: ‘L.A. to N. Y. ZS 
estate of Pear ite. Last year the 0 ; : : | 1 is 
| tnd was WeneGiel 408 mbeater ox- SAPOLI N HOW!) brows and added production costs | tite Rear a on 

tent from. such source, $50,000 com- | dripping all over the film studios. | Bin Blowitz : the 

ing from the estate of Henry Dazian. | Memphis, May 14. | Business went on as usual on the Paris, May 14. Mel Brown : pr 

Over a 52-week period an average This town is undergoing the most air-conditioned sound stages, but the A deal between Grego- Rabino- Louise Campbell spi 
of 325 persons, including families,| drastic vice cleanup in all its his- | hardy 10-gallon-hatters on the back | vitch, French film producer, and | Madeléine Carroll. thi 
wre participants in the disburse-/ tory, ‘lots had to come in out of the sun- | RKO has been made calling for the | Sherrill Cohen the 
ments, including the home at Engle-| Every form of off-color activity | Shine. Weather bureau called it the | latter to control the world releasing | yichael Curtiz 

; wood, N. J., which has 37 guests from church-conducted bingo to the | hottest mid-May in 17 years. Merc rights to a British-produced film; wNeq pepinet, _ 
a weekly expenditures being around red-light district is on the run. No- | Climbed to 95. ‘ | which Rabinovitch is planning to | Bunny Dull wh 
$3,000. There were 95 burials paid body knows why, but the village has | | make in September, with Danielle! Alice Faye. dir 

for by the Fund, costing from $110 gone lily white with a vengeance, * ’ Darrieux ig the femme lead. | Byron Haskin. tur 

a io $150 each. Not only actors are; The bingo games were first to go. Mary Pickford S $1 500 Male lead, American, and direc-| Walter Hampden. un 

nided, as the Fund’s benefactions Police Commissioner Joe Boyle is- | ’ — = ge . : | Julian Johnson , 

also include the front of the house.| sued formal notice to all the current | . , e pictures French version will) Rita Johnson. — an 

ve This came about some years ago} games that they must close May 7.| ~ Prize for Can. Service be started next month in France. | Kay Jordan. of 

“ when the late Al Hayman donated | They did, tossing literally thousands | | Title not set. | Sam Katz. 
$10,000 to the fund. In addition to | of regular players back into the lap | Toronto. Ma | | Andre Kostel an 

10, he ; y 14, . ndre Kostelaneta, 

t aiding the indigent, 25 persons cur- of show business. j . ; Th P | Anatole Litvak ald 
‘ (Continued on page 48) { Gambling houses of a more per- Prior to planing to New York ‘Love y Neighbor Tag | Sol Lesser. the 
; a o~ |manent nature, dice games in hotels from here, where hubby Buddy | F B All Film| S. Barret McCormick. rer 
, - and such were next. A series of’ Rogers was fulfilling his band en-/| or enny- en I Dudley Nichols. ove 

Prayer Dubbed in as Part = a sce git ee peng as cover. | gagement, Mary Pickford turned | | Arch Oboler. Est 

ayoff came when the houses of : : : Hollvw N. Peter Rathvon. bly 

Of Par’s War Newsreels shady fame had to shut. Some 21 faa one naenier ae nigel ” Jack I ge Saggy. Ae James Roosevelt. Ha 

Possibly tor Gis Ged tale, & news- — Ca¥ we ostentatiously | Sold mesh bag sprinkled with | will be filmed at Paramount under| J- Walter Ruben. but 
coat wend a-tunie Gee de aber |" uttered. e girls were escorted |monds and sapphires and valued, at _ the title, ‘Love Thy Neighbor,’ start-| Ann Rutherford. J 
portion af ie teenies derrellen = cooing ae ai ta ee ak $1,500. It will be the top prize at a ing early in July. ‘ Mary Martin fur- | a - emnagh a 
this week in connection with cov- | cet - pra Peon dg: Bigs Fm draw, details of which are not im-| nishes the heart interest and Mark | jad * hg weed = 
ering the Nazi invasion of Belgium | jiciting and hotel bellboys’ ‘social | mediately completed. It was a con- yea ete Sen. So: pene wee | Price mega . No 
and Holland. Paramount did the | suggestions’ exited peremptorily, | ‘bution for ‘the soldiers of my own ged ; ; | Jack Skirball. — it | 
same .as the other reels, using li- sjot machines and chance vending country, Canada,’ said Miss Pickford. | “9 and his wai troupe move Spyros Skouras I 

4 brary shots of-scenes and celebrities devices have disappeared even from | 1°rento is her home town. | bee h a Morris W. Stoloff pac 
mentioned in newspaper headlines, | the private clubs. Practice follows that of Katharine | SUd!0 here June 12, 19 “_ ™ Howard Strickling of 
but. Bill Park, makeup editor, put| Officially no reason has been given Cornell, Ruth Draper, Tallulah Norma Talmadge. Ope 
in a prayer of his own composition, except the police statement that ‘we | Bankhead, et al, who have made con- SAILINGS Spencer Tracy. rin 
with Richard Gordon reading for the are enforcing the law.’ But actually a ee or otherwise, to} way 11 (New York to Genoa) Robert Wilcox. Mo 
sound track. .|the cause is the subject of much the Canadian Red Cross. | Colette D’Arville, H. R. Knicker- e Ge 

Park collected text for this prayer,’ speculation throughout the south, | bocker, Virgil Pinkley, Byron Price, 


of three faiths, Catholic, Protestant where a limited amount of high life bas (Rex). John Barrymore, ° D 
and Jewish. Newsreel editorial staff; was allowed to prosper. One report — oo er May 18 (New York to London),| Lawton Campbell. 
pointed it up as ‘the American nation is that the Federal government has | & Angeles, May “*- | Mr. and Mrs. John Abbott (Brit.| Noel Coward. 
seeks guidance from the One Sure been looking the town over quietly | -Cooley-Ullman agency won $500 | tgnic). | Charles K. Freeman. 
Source left in a shattered world.’ ;and the local Crump political ma- award in _ breach-of-contract com- Bill Goetz. ¥ 
e ~ | chine decided to clean house rather, ' ; : : . Mack Gordon, 
; ! |than risk a brush with Uncle Sam. | ee eee: ee eee ee ARRIVALS James R. Grainger. - 
; : LEDERER’S PIC COMEBACK | Whatever the cause, the town’s | 'F: Germaine Aussey, Sir Thomas! Nunnally Johnson. nee 
i ; Hollywood, May 14. |self-anointed greeters are pleniy| Case was decided by an arbitra- | Beecham, William L. White, Mr. and! Maurice Morton. & f 
: _ Francis Lederer will make his film| perturbed, what with the Shrine} tion committee working under the | Mrs, Irwin Dash, Jack Harris, Robert Mildred Natwick. A 
; comeback in ‘I Married a Nazi’ at| Convention, biggest confab of them | franchise agreement between Screen | Schless, Ben Cammack, Princess, Robert W. Orr. dios 
+ 20th-Fox. ‘all, booked here for early June and Actors Guild and Artists Managers | Sapiena, Reginald Armour, Mrs.; Sol Wurtzel. and 
| _Joan- Bennett has the femme lead. the Cotton Carnival on this week. | Guild. Alfred Hitchcock, Dr. Max Jordan. Darryl F. Zanuck. 
a 
en " - ee 
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Shirley Temple Mulling Radio Bids 
Heretofore Barred When With 20th 
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Shirley Temple’s exit from 20th- 
Fox in no way portends the moppet 
“player's departure from show busi- 
ness. Deals for commercial radio 
programs and recordings, which her 
exclusive Fox pact prevented her 
‘from accepting, are now being gone 
over. Probability is that she will 
have a termer for commercial air 
show inked within a couple of weeks 
in addition to a deal to make a film 
‘during 1941. 

One of the most sought after of 
Hollywood names by radio adver- 
tisers, Shirley has been the recipient 
of a new flood of offers since the 
washup of the confining 20th pact 
was confirmed on Sunday (12), fol- 
lowing Variery’s initial story last 
week. Several other studios also 
put in feelers for her services, as 
‘did the New York Fair. 

Frank Orsatti, Shirley’s agent, said 
in New York Monday (13) that no 
offers of work, except radio, prior to 
1941, will be considered. She will 
be ready for air appearances in No- 
vember or December, he declared. 

Picture deal will be accepted for 
no more than one a year or three in 
two years and only on one-picture 
contracts. Moppet’s parents, also, in 
any such arrangement, will reserve 


feel that poor selection of material 
for the kid by 20th caused the punko 
grosses her recent pix suffered and 
shortened her career with the com- 
pany. 

Mother and father of Shirley are 
set against personal appearances for 

(Continued on page 48) 








Jessel Does 60-Min. 
- Routine on His Third 





Philadelphia, May 14. 

Opening at Jack Lynch’s Walton 
Roof here last night (Monday), co- 
incidental with the new Irvin Ber- 
lin-B. G. DeSylva musical, ‘Louisiana 
Purchase,’ George Jessel turned his 
premiere into a nostalgic show biz 
discourse. Starting off in regulation 
manner, he sensed the response from 
the colorful professional contingent 
present so well that the comedian 
spieled more than an hour on his 


theatre. 

It was actually a break-in of the 
routine for the ‘banquet circuit’ 
which Jessel will tour, as an after- 
dinner speaker, and also as a lec- 
turer on the concert platforms, 
under CBS auspices in the fall. 

Jessel’s talk reviewed the trends 
and changes in more than 30 years 
of show biz. 

Although overzealous management 
and press agent had advance-her- 
alded Mr. and Mrs. Jessel, his bride, 


rently on the Coast where she took 
over the former Jack Dempsey- 
Estelle Taylor house on Los Feliz 
blvd. They may or may not go to 


but that’s in the talk stage. 

Jessel states that he finished his 
autobiog, ‘It Shouldn't Happen to a 
Dog’ last year, and ended on the 
happiest’ time of his life with 
Norma Talmadge. Since remarried, 
it requires addenda and editing. 

Lynch’s place was filled to ca- 
Pacity, much of the crowd consisting 
of the first-nighters attending the 
pening of ‘Purchase’. Among the 
Tingsiders were Irving Berlin, Victor 

Sore, William Gaxton, Zorina and 

tge Ballanchine. 


Dabbling In (Raw) Stock 








Ww Hollywood, May 14. 
alter Kane and Lew Wertheimer, 


‘ng out into the raw stock film busi- 


& Aller Dupont company. 


and writers. 





the right to approve the story. They | ald Gallagher, city manager for Fox 


Of Century in Theatre: 





‘Lone Ranger’ Angle 





San Diego, May 14. 

Jim Dillon, KGB program di- 
rector on a bus, sat behind two 
Negro boys. just out of Sunday 
school. 

‘What,’ asked the smallest, ‘is 
God?’ 

The other reflected a moment, 
then earnestly answered. ‘Well, 
God is something like ‘The Lone 
Ranger.’ 


OPEN FORUM ON 
PROPAGANDA 
IN PIX 


San Diego, May 14. 














Suspiciousness of public regarding 
propagandistic activities of films was 
revealed in questions hurled at Ger- 


West Coast, at open forum on ‘Prop- 
aganda in Action’ here (9). Gallag- 
her was asked to represent screen in 
panel including library, press and 
radio reps. 

‘Why aren’t Wall street gangsters 
shown on the screen instead of just 
gangsters?’, was typical question shot 
at showman. He parried it for a 
laugh by pointing out that anybody 
can understand a gunman holding up 
a bank but if you show a man short- 
selling not even the guys who do it 
would understand. which would 
hardly be entertainment. 

‘How much stock do producers 
own in distilleries?’, demanded an- 
other. Gallagher countered with 
statement that exhibs have long pro- 
tested drinking scenes and that they 


are now being limited. This drew 
applause. 
Gallagher, in a few off-record 


comments, said there was no danger 


— 


VER HWOOD 





PENTAL STIIQIQS* (Streamlined, Showmanly 40 N.Y. Fai 


CAPACITY inns Augurs a Successful 2d Year; Midway 





New Outfits Bob Up Over- 


Major Releases, Bank 


Coin Easy to Promote—' 
$4,000 Daily Tap by 


Goldwyn 


ee 


WHAT OF N. Y.? 





By BOB MOAK 
Hollywood, May 14. 
Ancient law of supply and demand 








The Great White Way at the 
N. Y. World’s Fair is much 
| brighter and far less blatant. 
| Loud speakers are ruled out. 
| Last season men at microphones 
| barked at each other and the 
| customers, and most times the 
| amusement zone was bedlam. 

Concessionaire barkers and 
spielers are on their own. Some 
are using noise devices to attract 
attention, but the ears of visitors 
are not assaulted on the scale 
that annoyed so many last sea- 
son. 








Peace in Flushing | 








ing ever since the Hollywood crowd 
surpassing that of rabbits, the hous- 
‘em all. 
Seldom a day passes now without | 
another picture organization, and | . 
(Continued on page 23) | Burns and Allen are not renewing 
| the team to Lever Bros. for Lifebuoy 


may yet be the means of helping 

Mayor LaGuardia put of his predica- 

turned an icy eye on his denagGvoUEEeEeEeeeEeEoe 

that a portion of American talker- | 

making be shunted into the New | - 

York area. With the birth rate in| i 

ing situation has suddenly reached a 

point where there are no longer 

most of them are legitimate, tossing 

its chapeau into the arena. Major | 
| with Lehn & Fink for the fall. 
feo a possibility of the same 

Jack Forrester in U. S. 
| Soap. 

To See Marlene on Pact | It is understood that in order to 


ment, in which he has been squirm- 
the indie production field currently | 
enough sound stage roofs to shelter 
distributor releases are as easy to ob- 
agency, the William Esty Co., selling 
| hold the time on CBS (Wednesday, 


‘She’ 1 ? 7:30-8 p.m.) for B & A Li Ay 
She S Trying to Breach | aur G sae pee sn _— 
| 








{ 


Gracie’s Campaign Speech 
Jack Forrester, American pro- Denver, May 14. 
ducer in France,.is on the warpath; En route to Omaha where the 
for Marlene Dietrich’s scalp, with the | ‘Gracie Allen for President’ conven- 
actress seemingly unable to make up| tion is in progress this week the team 


Paris, May 5. 


her mind whether she should fulfill; of Burns and Allen and its retinue 
a contract to make a pic in Europe | 


for Forrester-Parant Co., return a 


$15,750 advance which he made to! campaign speech at a luncheon of 


her, or neither. 
Forrester, who returned to Paris 





of screen propaganda because the 
public won't tolerate it. He cited 





third-of-a-century in the American | 
| 


the former Lois Andrews, is cur-| 


talent agency partners, are branch- | man’s radio program. 


the demonstration against ‘Lion Has | 
Wings’ and said, ‘I hope I never have | 
to go through anything like that) 
again.” ; | 

Showman demonstrated with facts | 
figures how American films | 
(Continued on page 10) 


Welles Will Produce 


| Five Mercury Shows 


| Yearly on the Coast, 


Los Angeles, May 14. | 

Orson Welles is putting on a Pa- | 
icific Coast version of the Mercury | 
‘theatre under the corporate title of | 
| United Productions, designed to pro- | 
duce five stage shows a year in a 
| 


| 
and 














es } P ° ° 
Hawaii for a belated honeymoon, | west coastal area, beginning in Oc- 


‘tober. Directors, in addition to 
| Welles, are John Houseman and Her- 
'man J. Mankiewicz. 

New company will cooperate with 
i Mercury, with the eastern outfit sup- | 
| plying two productions per year. 


DAVE ELMAN SUES WB 
OVER ‘HOBBY’ ena 


Suit of Dave Elman against War-. 
ner Bros., and National Screen Ser- 
| vice, Inc., was disclosed Monday 
| (13) in N. Y. supreme court. Action 
| involves Elman’s ‘Hobby Lobby’ and 
| the Warner film, ‘Everybody's Hob- 
by,’ claimed to be a takeoff on El- 











Elman claims to have submitted 


hess as representatives of the Smith his show to Warners, and also claims 


| unfair competition with the intent of 


Agency is selling film to the stu- | deceiving the public into believing 
10s in addition to actors, directors the two are identical. An account- 


‘ing and damages is sought. 


last week after a month’s, visit in 
Rome, where he saw various gov- 
ernment officials connected with the 
film industry, is sailing for the States 
via Genoa and will immediately hit 


| the trail for Hollywood and Miss 


Dietrich when he reaches New York. 

Difficulties involved in producing 
the film here were: Firstly, its sad 
theme, film thus being banned by 
French censors; secondly, a number 
of technicians, plus director Pierre 
Chenal and cameraman Kurt Cou- 
rant, were mobilized (Courant, a 


| 
| 
| 
} 


} 


German, in the Foreign Legion), and | 
thirdly, inability of the star’s hus- | 


band, Rudy Sieber, who was imposed 


was paraded from the depot to the 
Savoy hotel where Gracie made a 


1,300. KLZ carried 15 minutes of 
the speech, 

Station gave Gracie a plank auto- 
graphed by the staff and she also 
received a lamb, her political sym- 
bol to offset the donk and the ele- 
phant. 





Beery Pleads for His 
Ex-Chauffeur’s Pardon 
Of a 45-Year Murder Rap 


St. Louis, May 14. 





~ Especially Good, Foreign Zone Morbid 


night, Fight for Space— 


With few disappointments outside 
; of the later afternoon and evening 
inclement weather, the New York 
World's Fair made its second sea- 


;son’s debut Saturday (11) in a most 
|promising fashion. Paid attendance 
, was 191,196, only around 5,000 less 
than last year’s opening day, and 
|the crowds that poured into the 
;amusement zone from noon on ex- 
|ceeded all expectations of the con- 


| . : 
| cessionaires, 


| cess With any break from 
|the weatherman this summer, there 
| should be little need for crying tow- 
els in that sector of the Fair. 

Besides the mobs on the midway, 
|the 1940 Fair shows several im- 
provements. Gone are the tophats 
| and cutaways, with the Fair stream- 
lined and geared down to the masses 
rather than being a publicity front 
for a chosen few. Prices are lower 
right from the gate (50c for adults; 
25c for kids) down the line to food 
and drink. The amusement zone 
has been compressed about 25% in 
its area, but is very attractively 
lighted this year, cleaner-looking 
and much more diversified in enter- 
tainment content. There is a no- 
|ticeable effort on the part of the 
showmen involved to give the pub- 
‘lic its money’s worth. There are 
some cheaters, but they are a dis- 
tinct minority. 

Unlike last year’s opening day, in 
;fact weeks, most of the midday wag 
| operating Saturday. Only major dis- 
|appointment was Mike Todd's Gay 
| New Orleans village, which, because 
of incomplete construction work, 
won’t open until Friday (17). Todd’s 
Dancing Campus was also late, not 

(Continued on page 54) 


Marin Folds His Chair 
At M-G After Six Years 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Edwin L. Marin, director, checks 
out at Metro when his contract ex- 
pires June 1, after six years on the 
lot. 
Current plans call for a vacation 
before making new contacts, 





| 























Wallace Beery last week enlisted 


by the actress, along with the last aid of Gov. Lloyd Stark to free his | 


two, to come here to assume a super- 
(Continued on page 48) 


LUCE AND HIS WIFE HAD 
CLOSE CALL IN EUROPE 


Henry R. Luce, chairman of Time, 
Inc., board, narrowly missed the 
Nazi Bombing of Netherland cities 
last Friday (10). Luce and his wife, 
Clare Booth, playwright, were in 
The Hague on Thursday (9), leaving 
that night for Brussels to interview 
the King of Belgium’. This was 





former chauffeur, Larry Suddeth, | 


| who is doing a stretch in the State | 


| 


' 


abandoned, of course, when the in-,| 


vasion by German troops started. 
and Luce made arrangements to get 
into France as soon as possible. 
Before quitting Brussels, a Ger- 
man bomb fell about 50 yards away 
from the window in John Cudahy’s 
home where they were visiting. 
._They were guests of Cudahy, the 
U. S. ambassador to Belgium. The 
Luces left Brussels Saturday for 
France by motor, and are safe in 
Paris, according to last word re- 


' ceived in N. Y. 


Luce earlier last week was up in 
the Maginot Line to get a first-hand 
impression of the French fortifica- 
tions. The Luces plan sailing from 
Italy for the U. S. the end of this 


' week. 


big house for murder. En route to | 
New York, Beery stopped at his old | 
home: town, Kansas City, believing 
he could meet the governor. Fail- 
ing, ;Ae journeyed to Jefferson City 
where he_ visited Suddeth who 
served as the Beery family chauf- 
feur for 12 years and was convicted 
(Continued on page 18) 


BACKED BY GUITARS 
JUDGE RUNS FOR GOV. 


| 
St. Louis, May 14. | 
Circuit Judge Fred J. Frankenhoff | 
of St. Joseph, Mo., last week picked | 
a hillbilly orchestra to further his | 
aspirations for the Democratic, nomi- | 
nation for governor in the August | 
primary election. The judge fired | 
his initial salute in Jefferson City 
with the mountain lads dishing out | 
plenty of hot stuff and leading in a/ 
‘sing fest’ with the audience joining. | 
KWOS aired part of the musical 
program and the judge's oration and 
a public address system also carried 





the music and words to the street, | 


due to an overflowecrowd. The judge 
intends to stump the state accom- 


panied by the musical barefoot boys. | |'— 
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U.5. Not Being Panicked Out of Prod. | Brenan in Capra's ‘Doe 
In England Despite Blitzkrieging. 2 x."s-4¥s#" 


Despite dramatic turn of the war | 
abroad over the past weekend, all | 
companies with production units at 
work in England will continue ac- 
tivity there, a survey of home offices 
on Monday (13) revealed. General 
attitude is to allow the status quo to 
prevail until further cables from 
British production chiefs clarify. 
events sufficiently to make decisions 
on whether or not the units should 
be recalled and plants shut down. 
Feeling is that work should be al- 
lowed to continue until developments 
show actual menace of life. 


Eddie Mannix, general manager of 
Metro, declared in New York that 
Ben Goetz, company’s English pro- 
duction head, ‘would continue at 
work until bombs and parachute 
troops begin raining on the studio.’ 
There is no thought of recalling him 
as yet, Metro exec said. 


Although Mannix and_ Irving 
Asher, M-G producer, called off their 
scheduled trip to England via the 
Clipper on Monday. Mannix stated 
he may stiJl go. He said he'll remain 
in New York a week or so to deter- 
mine whether he can ‘get any busi- 
ness done’ in Britain and, if so, will 
board another Clipper shortly. Asher 
returned to the Coast Saturday. 
Metro’s crew just completed its first 
film since the war began, ‘Busman’s 
Holiday.’ Robert Montgomery, who 
starred in it, is still in London, but 
is expected back shortly. 

Korda Clippers Over 

Alexander Korda failed to express 
the same optimism about the situa- 
tion as Mannix, but left on the Clip- 
per Monday (13). He was planning 
to place two pictures into production 
within the next five or six weeks be- 
fore returning to the U.S. What will 
happen now, he said before his de- 
parture, will be determined by con- 
ditions as he finds them. There’s a 
chance, he indicated, of going right 
ahead with plans, but he was unwill- 
ing to speculate until arriving on the 
scene. If production is possible, he 
said he is-planning to buy ‘The Green 
Mantle,’ novel by the late John Bu- 
chan, for his British unit. 

Twentieth-Fox will let its British 
production staff, under Robert Kane, 
continue work as long as possible, 
Joe Moskowitz, New York produc- 
tion rep, declared Monday. He said 
execs of the company have given no 
consideration as yet to recalling the 
unit. Warner situation is similar, 
while RKO has no production staff 





6,000 Miles for Lunch 


Long distance mark to attend 
a luncheon is probably 
rung up this week by Mary 
Pickford. She's traveling 6,000 
miles by plane, having left New 
York Monday (13) night for the 
occasion, which will be held this 
noon (Wednesday ) and returning 
from the Coast shindig tomor- 
row. 

Lunch is being given by a 
Los Angeles Aid Society, which 
is endowing a room in a Hebrew 
Old Folks’ home in honor of Miss 
Pickford’s mother. Honor re- 
sults from appreciation of work 
done for the organization by the 
former screen star. 


BRONSTON PLAN 
HOW NOT TO. 
STALL PROD. 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Forcing directors to post a bond as 
guarantee they will complete pic- 
tures assigned them is the newest 
Hollywood wrinkle, innovated by 
Samuel Bronston, associated with 
James Roosevelt in distributing 
through United Artists. 

Explaining the reason for the ac- 
tion, Bronston said, ‘With the inter- 


national situation what it is, we can’t 
afford to take chances on having a 
picture dragged out until costs rise 
above the original budget. And if 
the director is satisfied with all 
phases of production at the outset, 
we don’t feel it is asking too much 
to demarid guarantees he will finish 











vt |METROITES IN N.Y. FOR 


| second, at Chicago, Monday (13) and 





Hollywood, May 14. 
Frank Capra signed Walter Bren- 


parts in ‘The Life of John Doe,’ now 








in preparation at Warners. 

Filming starts early in June, when 
Gary Cooper has finished his current 
chore at Paramount. 








REGIONAL SALES MEET 


Home office Metro delegation at- 
tending the first of four sales re- 
gionals held on the Coast and the 





yesterday (Tues.), are due in today 
(Wed.) for a New York meeting. 
This will be held Friday and Satur- 
day (17-18), while a fourth is sched- 
uled for Washington Monday-Tues- 
day (20-21). Group returning 
from Chicago includes William F. 
Rodgers, Edward M. Saunders, How- 
ard Dietz, Edwin Aaron and Joel 
Bezhaler. 

Chicago meeting was attended by 
two district managers, John Flynn, 
of Detroit, and Harris P. Wolfberg, 
of Kansas City. Branch managers 
were Frank J. Downey, Detroit: 
Frank C. Hensler, Kansas_ City; 
Walter E. Banford, Chicago; Wade 


W. Willman, Indianapolis; Sam 
Shurman, Milwaukee; William H. 
Workman, Minneapolis; Henry A. 


Friedel, Denver; Dexter C. Kennedy, 


Des Moines; Harry J. Shumow, 
Omaha, and John X. Quinn, St. 
Louis. Salesmen of these branches 


also were at the Chicago regional. 





Metre’s Chi Cenfab 
Chicago, May 14. 

Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer regional 
confat huddled in the Drake Hotel 
yesterday (Monday) and holds over 
until tonight on a general sales get- 
together led by William Rodgers, 
general sales chief. 

Only sales staffs were represented, 
with Edward Saunders, western 
sales chief, and his assistant, Joel 
Bezahler in for the. meeting along 
with Ed Aaron, assistant to Rodgers. 

Sales groups from Detroit, In- 
dtanapolis, Des Moines, Milwaukee, 
Chicago, Kansas City, Denver, 





the job at the stipulated cost.’ 


SELZNICK DROPS SUIT, 
ENDS FEUD WITH 20TH 











in England at present. William Sis- 
trom recently returned after a sur- 


vey for the company, and current ending a two year feud that began 


plan is to await further develop- 
ments before making a decision on 
starting work abroad. 


European Pix Shortage 
Insures U.S. Distribution 


will insure the 

American distribution activities in 
Europe despite hostilities, according 
to Reginald Armour, RKO’s Euro- 
pean manager, who arrived in N., Y. 


from Paris Monday (13). He is here | 


| 


Myron Selznick agency droppe 
its injunction suit against 20th-Fox, 


Feb. 5, 1938, when Joseph M. Schenck 
barred Selznick representatives from 


the Westwood lot. 


| Ban was lifted after a series of 


1 


| confabs during the past two weeks. 





Shortage of European-made films | 
“ina continuation of) New RKO Common Stock 


1 
| 


Going on the Big Board 


New York Stock Exchange has ap- 


for the company’s ninth annual sales | proved the listing of the new RKO 


convention later this month. 
Armour claimed that the 


|common and preferred shares. Only 


two | final approval of the Securities & 


| 


major problems confronting U. S. | Exchange Commission, rated a rou- 
distributors are shipments and the|tine matter, remains before actual 


reorganization of office staffs 


pleted by mobilizations. , He stated | gin. 
had|be removed from trading as soon 


been lost by RKO when boats bound | as transactions in the new stock! 809 on WB Talent 


that several print shipments 


for Sweden had been sunk. 


Holland has been abandoned as a| Listing approval order called for | 
shipping center for Europe since the 
Other com- | 
using Holland as; 


Nazi invasion, he said. 
panies had been 
print terminals since the war started 
but likely will follow the same pro- 
cedure. 

A complete new formula for doing 
business abroad will become neces- 
sary because of the situation in 
Europe, Armour stated, but what this 
will be has not been decided. He 
will huddle with Phil Reisman, for- 
eign chief and vice-president, re- 
garding the changed situation in 
Europe. 


| 





Extend Import Rights 
Paris, May 1. 

While Ministry. of Finance offi- 
cials are still debating on how much 
money American distribs may ex- 
port, they have extended import 
rights or unused picture licenses for 
the first quarter of 1940. On March; 
23 Yank distribs were permitted 
to withdraw films from customs on 
first-quarter licenses issued in No- 
vember. During the week of April 
18, upon the protest by the distribs 


(Continued on page 52) 








' Over-the-Counter market. 


de-| trading in the new shares will be- 


} 


The old common stock will 


| starts. 


128,170 shares of the new 6% cumu- 
lative preferred, with $100 as. par 
value, and 2,753,053 shares of the 
new common plus 1,025,360 
additionally on conversion of the 
preferred and 2,559,574 additional 


shares 


|common upon the exercise of option 


warrants. 
The new common, selling slightly 


j} above $2, and the new preferred, 


which has been quoted at $43 re- 
cently, has been traded in on the 
Basis of 
exchange under the reorganization 
plan now operating was one-sixth 
of a share of new common plus war- 
rants for fractional amounts for 
each of the old common shares held. 





20th’s 606 Lot Revamp 


Hollywood, May 14. 

At 20th-Fox, the studio is spend- 
ing $60,000 on the reconstruction and 
realignment of operating facilities on 
the Westwood lot. 

Quarters are being enlarged for 
the makeup, wardrobe, still picture 
and grip departments, 





Los Angeles, May 14. ‘ | ‘Abe’ Pic NSG But P lay 


| amusement display ads identical in 


; size, one under the other, for the 


Omaha and St. Louis were in the 
| huddle. 

| From here Rodgers flips back to 
| New York for the third of the four 
| sectional sales meets and then to} 








| Washington for the finale. 
! 
| 


May Be OK B. 0. in Mpis. 


Minneapolis, May 14. 
Sunday newspapers carried two 





|play and picture, ‘Abe Lincoln in 
|Iinois.” Play is underlined for Ly- 
jceum May 24-25 and film is cur- 
rently in its third week at World. 

World ad for picture asks: ‘Why 
pay advanced stage show prices?’ 4It 
| Stresses fact that film is adaptation 
of play and has same star. Ad for 
stage attraction emphasizes the ‘orig- 
inal production’ angle. 

Film has not been doing so hot, 
but considerable advance interest is 
being manifested in the forthcom- 
ing play. 








Roster, Studio’s High 


Hollywood, May 14. 

| Latest checkup at Warners dis- 
|closes 80 players under contract, the 
jJargest number in Burbank history. 
| Studio also carries 44 writers and 
14 directors on its roster. 


Goetz, Gordon Stay East 


Harry M. Goetz and Max Gordon, 
slated to leave New York for the 
Coast over the weekend, have de- 
jlayed their departure indefinitely. 
They were to discuss their program 
for RKO release next season. 

Goetz, instead, went to Washing- 
ton on what are understood to be 
tax matters. Gordon's office said he 
is taking a ‘two-week vacation.’ 

















, ‘ANGEL’ NEARS START 


Hollywood, May 14. 
‘I Married An Angel,’ co-starring 
Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson 
Eddy, goes into production June 1 
at Metro. . 
Hunt Stromberg produces. 








Hair Crisis 


Hollywood, May 14. 

War in Europe is causing an 
expensive hair shortage in the 
film industry, take it from Clay 
Campbell, makeup chief at 20th- 
Fox. Hazards of sea transporta- 
tion have boosted the price of 
human tresses, the bulk of 
which usually came from the 
Balkan states. 

Some of the elderly Romeos 
On Vine street don’t know where 
their next toupee is coming 
from. 


UA PEACE WITH 
GOLDWYN SEEN 
LIKELY 


Indications are beginning to point 
to an ultimate accord between 
United Artists and Sam Goldwyn, 
despite the latter’s reiteration that 
‘the whole matter is in the hands 
of my lawyer, Max D. Steuer, and 
I'm being guided by him strictly.’ 

Goldwyn will be east four weeks 
or so huddling with Edna Ferber 
on a New York story and other 
scripters, which augurs renewed 
and intensive production activity de- 
spite a previous statement he’d 
rather stall through until 1945, when 
his contract expires with UA. 

Goldwyn re-emphasizes that the 
essence of the picture business is 
good production, and distribution is 
only a viaduct to the market, but, 
he adds, ‘how importantly that mer- 
chandising is done is something else 
again.’ 

He recognizes that Murray Silver- 
stone and the entire UA organiza- 
tion have been most cordial and con- 
ciliatory, and that there is every in- 
clination to make peace within the 
organization, of which he’s a 20% 
partner, but the producer quips, ‘It’s 
all right to try and brush you off, 
but not after they first knock you 
down.’ 

None the less, his screening of ‘The 
Westerner’ at the UA convention 
currently in N. Y., and his huddles 
with UA sales execs, seem to indicate 
peace within the setup. 


Geldwyn Ducks Conv. 


On the other hand, the producer's 
actions in regards to scheduled ap- 
pearances at the UA conventions in 
New York and Chicago this week 
were anything but indicative of 
peace. Silverstone had announced 
somewhat jubilantly last week that 
Goldwyn would put in a_ personal 
appearance at both meets. Yester- 
day Goldwyn informed Variery he 
would be at neither. 

Originally slated to put in his 
‘howdy’ at the gathering in New 
York on Monday (13), he refused to 
come down from the suite he has 
been occupying at the Waldorf-As- 
toria to the convention room in the 
same hotel. Hurried confab sent 
Harry Gold, eastern salesmanager 
and chairman of the convention: 
Lynn Farnol, pub-ad head of UA, 
and James Mulvey, Goldwyn’s east- 
ern rep, scurrying upstairs to change 
the prodicer’s mind. But it was no 
go. 
It was then promised he would ap- 
pear yesterday (Tuesday), but an- 
other announcement from the UA 
press corps said the p.a. was post- 
poned until the Chicago convention. 
Shortly afterwards Goldwyn said 
’tain't so. i 


Meakin’s Boy’s Show 


Washington, May 14. 

















- University of Maryland’s annual 


varsity show was written, staged, 
directed and produced by Leonard 
Meakin, senior at the university 
and son of RKO Keith’s manager, 
Hardie Meakin. 

Titled, ‘Include Me Out,’ young 
Meakin’s effort ran three nights at- 
tracting attention from the Washing- 
ton dailies with excellent reviews. 

At close of school term plans are 
being made to send the show into 
Baltimore, Richmond and Washing- 





Increasing Beefs That the Film 
Business Is Bemg Run By Lawyers 


The film industry is so com le 
in the hands of lawyers today the 
executives, big and small, are openly 
expressing wonder at how anyone 
finds time to run the business, Cry 
in this direction is widespread and 
takes in an amazing number of per. 
sons in the film industry whose 
functions have’ been interfered with 
due to legal complications, 

Because of the numerous Suits 
Federal and otherwise, which are 
harassing the business, it has be- 
come necessary to get legal okays on 
even minor moves because of fear 
that if that isn’t done, the neck may 
be going into the noose. 


Theatre operators, managers. buy- 
ers, etc., are unable to make deals or 
even carry out various routine plans 
without first submitting the same to 
the lawyers to see if they are within 
the safety zone. In the past, show. 
men were able to take things in their 
own hands, create deals, cause resig- 
nations, make changes, and do many 
other things without going near an 
attorney. Now in many instances 
even the simplest of functions are 





being approved by legal departments 
first. 


Meantime, hundreds of individuals 
in the picture industry have had to 
take time out due to the U. S. anti- 
trust suit and others, a vast amount 
of defense preparation, figures, 
records, etc., requiring extra time 
and expense, 


H’WOOD TOURIST BOOM 
FOR CANADA THIS YEAR 


Regina, Sask.> May 14. 
Hollywood stars, their favorite 
European playgrounds closed to them 
by war, are planning to spend their 
summer holidays in Canada, accord- 
ing to D. Leo Dolan, director of the 
Canadian Travel Bureau, Ottawa. 


Spencer Tracy, Gary Cooper. Clark 
Gable and Frank Morgan have laid 
plans for Canadian vacations. 


American tourist business this 
year will have special significance 
in that it will provide foreign ex- 
change, thus aiding financing of Ca- 
nadian purchases of war materials in 
the U. S. Tourist business is now 
the greatest revenue producing in- 
dustry in Canada, topping wheat and 
newsprint experts. Last year, ac- 
cording to estimates, tourists spent 
$275,000,000 here. Figure is expect- 
ed to top $300,000,000 for 1940. Rec- 
ord for tourist travel was established’ 
in 1929 when 20,000,000 visitors came 
to Canada. 

Canadian authorities are working 
in close cooperation with Chambers 
of Commerce and Boards of Trade 
to ensure that Americans will re- 
ceive a 10% premium on U. S. funds. 
Theatres and most reputable shops 
have placed cards on display in 
prominent places advising visitors 
that they are entitled to the 10% 
premium on American money. This 
is the official rate of exchange. Ca- 
nadian funds may be converted into 
American upon payment of a pre- 
mium of only 11%. Government 
exchange control authorities disre- 
gard the open market fluctuations of 
Canadian currency. Canadian ex- 
hibs, in paying for American films 
in U. S. funds, pay only the 11% 
premium at Canadian banks regerd- 
less of the quotations on the open 
market. 


Republic’s Peak Load 


Hollywood ,May 14. 

Republic production goes into high 
gear Thursday (16) with four pic- 
tures shoving off at the same time. 
These, in addition to ‘Scatterbrain,’ 
which rolled yesterday (Mon.), tax 
the studio to its capacity. 

Four new starters are ‘Gir) from 
God’s Country,’ ‘Fighting Marshal,’ 
‘Carolina Moon’ and ‘Carson City 
Kid,’ ° 

















Diamond Sues Writer 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
David Diamond, agent, filed ®# 
complaint against Harold Shumate 
with the State Labor Commission, 
demanding $1,200 in commissions 02 
Shumate’s earnings at Paramount. 
Plaintiff claims he arranged the 
deal under a verbal representation 
agreement and wants 10% of the 
writer’s $1,200 weekly salary up 
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Wobber Urges Exhibitor Courage 
And Don't Cut Advertising Costs’ 
K.0. Duals, Up Prices 


Midwest Would 


Because advertising and exploita- 
tion are always the easiest items to 
cut in a strained house budget, ex- 
hibs make the mistake of falling 
prey to this temptation, Herman 
Wobber, sales manager of 20th-Fox, 
declares. When business falls off, 
Wobber said, the exhib with cour- 
age increases his $100 item for ad- 
vertising and publicity to $200 in- 
stead of cutting it to $50. 

Fox exec maintained that he is in 
complete sympathy and understand- 
ing with a hard-pressed house op- 
erator who looks over his budget 
and finds he can’t cut rent, he can’t 
cut union wages and he can only 
try to cut film rental, so naturally 





-uses the ax on the promotion items. 


Difficulty with the thesis, however, 
Wobber declared, is that it usually 
does more injury to future income 
than the money it saves. Instead of 
the exhib fighting his way out of his 
difficulty, it merely puts him in 
deeper. 

Wobber lamented further that the 
habit was not restricted to small op- 
erators, but the largest circuits also 
do exactly the same kind of knife- 
wielding on their budgets. He also 
pointed out that exploitation does 
not necessarily mean _ spending 
money; that a good idea will often 
give far greater results than a flock 
of coin. ; 

On the question of extending runs 
which VarIETy in recent weeks has 
put to many distribs and exhibs, 
Wobber agreed with his colleagues 
in distribution that theatre operators 
have not yet scratched the surface 
in this regard. He declared they 
put pictures in and pull them out 
so fast they don’t give them a break 
or a chance to build. He deplored 
exhibs yanking films at the first 
sign of weakness instead of allow- 
ing them an opportunity to prove 
their mettle. 


Chi Exhibs See Solution 


In Elimination of Duals 
Chicago, May 14. 


Chicago exhibitors, operating nabe 
and subsequent run theatres, are 
unanimous that only through the 
elimination of double features can 
more money be brought into the box- 
office, which will mean more money 
for pictures and picture producing 
companies. 


General opinion is that with dou- 
ble features, the first-run houses 
milk the pictures of the vast bulk of 
available public coin, so that the 
subsequent run houses can obtain 
only a meagre trickle of picture 
money from which the picture com- 
panies can hope for no increase | 
above present revenues. | 


Double features make it possible | 
for the big first run houses to couple | 
the top pictures of each week and 
drain the cream and much of the} 
skim from picture revenue, with the | 
lesser houses left practically noth- | 
ing on which to build a patronage. | 
With single features, the big houses | 
would not be able to exhibit all the | 
top pictures, so that some of these 
money flickers would manage to get 
through to the subsequent run 
houses unmilked, and from these 
Pictures the distributors could ob- 
tain a higher revenue than they are 
now getting. 

Lou Reinheimer, operator of seven 
southside houses: ‘Admission prices 
Could possibly be upped, but not un- 
der existing Chicago conditions, espe- | 
Clally insofar as the smaller neigh- 
borhood houses are concerned, since | 
the subsequent houses at present | 

ave not enough to offer the public | 

permit an increase in admission. | 
The only hope of subsequent run | 
ouses in Chicago is on the basis | 
that their prices are generally lower | 
than the prior theatres.’ They have 
nothing else to offer since the first | 
Tun houses show the same, and usu- 


(Continued on page 22) 








Powell In ‘N’Yawkers’ 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Paramount has signed Dick Powell 
to play the lead in ‘The New York- 
ers,’ formerly titled ‘A Cup of Cof- 
fee.’ Preston Sturges is slated to 
direct, with Paul Jones producing. 
Powell recently finished ‘I Want a 
Divorce’ on the same lot. 


Blumbers's Sales 
Emphasis on U's 
Bigtime Status 


Atlantic City, May 14. 

On the ground that the record 
shows the company is now definitely 
in the ‘bigtime’ class and backed by 
a production program for 1940-41 
that will be along ambitious lines, 
Universal is going out to further in- 
crease its number of accounts. Prom- 
ising important productions and es- 
tablished names as well as stories, 
authors, etc., it also will seek sales 
terms that lift it to a plane compara- 
able with other majors. 

Nate Blumberg, president, stressed 
before the convention here, one of 
two to be held, that Universal has 
stepped from the ‘smalltime’ cate- 


(Continued on page 18) 


Brandt, Ford Indie 
Setup Will Produce 
‘Scattergood’ Series 


Hollywood, May 14. 














TY WORRY 





CONCERN OVER 
FOREIGN LOSS 


Theatre Owners Privately 
Recognize European Rev- 
enue Cut May Seriously 
Affect Quantity and Qual- 
ity of Forthcoming Holly- 
wood Product 








PRICE PROBLEM 





No matter what they say publicly, 
exhibs are privately plenty worried 
about the quantity and quality of 
future product because of losses in 
producers’ foreign income and are 
willing to go to considerable lengths 
to cooperate in hypoing American 
grosses. That’s the statement of an 
exec of Allied of New Jersey who 
refused to allow use of his name 
because he feared the opinion ‘un- 
orthodox’ from an exhib standpoint. 

In close contact with the op- 
erators of 120 indie houses, the exhib 
leader declare that these members 
are in dire fear that, if the present 
situation continues, product by the 
end of the 1940-41 season will show 
the results of stiff budgetary cuts. 
On top of that there’s apprehension 
that the following year will find 
drastic knifing in the number of 
films turned out, which will make it 
go doubly hard if they’re of a 
cheapie nature. 


To forestall such an eventuality, 
he declared, exhibs will probably ge 
farther than they care to publicly 
admit in helping the producers ‘along 
on revenue standards. Their re- 
ticence at acknowledging this desire 
to be helpful results, he said, from 
the fear distribs will jump on any 
such admission to hike rentals. That’s 
one length to which exhibs are not 
prepared to go. 

Problem of upping producer in- 
come via the three most generally 
accepted methods of (1) extending 
runs, (2) kiting admissions and (3) 
doing more exploitation has been 
put to exhibitors and distributors 
throughout the country by VarIETy 





Jerry Brandt and Charles E. Ford, 
indie production team, closed a deal 
with George J. Schaefer to film a 
series of ‘Scattergood Baines’ fea- 





tures for RKO release. Brandt is the 
|son of Joseph Brandt, former presi- 
| dent of Columbia Pictures, and Ford 
was formerly managing director of 
Universal Newsreel and executive 
producer at Republic. 

‘Scattergood” tales have appeared 
for years in the American Magazine 
and on the radio. Brandt and Ford 
recently bought +the screen rights | 

| 
| 





from the author, Clarence Budington 
Kelland, at a reported price of $100,- 
000. Producers moved into quarters | 
jon the RKO-Pathe lot in Culver | 
| City. 








ZANUCK BACK WEST | 
AFTER N.Y. TESTIMONY 





Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox pro- 
duction head, planed back to the 
Coast Saturday (11) night after six 
days in New York spent in income | 
tax depositions. He also huddled 
with h.o. execs on production mat- | 
ters. 


Sol M. Wurizel, 20th-Fox executive | 
Jas. Roosevelt-Lesser’s 


producer, who accompanied Zanuck 
east, and Nunnally Johnson, pro- 
ducer and writer for 20th, planed | 
west with the boss; also Mack Gor- | 
don, songwriter. William Goetz, exec | 


‘assistant to Zanuck, who also came 


to‘New York with him, will remain 
east for several more days. 





Morros’ 2 via Par 


Hollywood, May 14. | 


Boris Morros-Robert Stillman, 
indie producing setup, inked a two- 
picture releasing deal with Para- 
mount today (Tuesday). 

First film will be Artie Shaw in 


‘Second Chorus’ and the next Doug- , 


las Fairbanks, Jr., in ‘Life of O. 
Henry.’ 


during the past four weeks. Ac- 
cording to exhib viewpoints, increas- 
ing grosses by extending runs and 
increasing ballyhoo is only a minor 
possibility, while upping admissions 
is entirely out. More opinion from 
various parts of the U. S. is printed 
herewith. 

N. J. Allied leader differed from 
a good many other exhibs in declar- 
ing that extending runs is a good 
possibility if the house operators are 
properly propositioned on it by the 
distribs. He limited the possibility, 
however, to ‘certain pictures.’ His 


os 


Sam Goldwyn Insists a Radical 
Revision of the Entire Pix Biz 
Structure Is Needed at This Time 


rs 
T 
| 
‘ 
‘ 





By ABEL GREEN 
| Sam Goldwyn, who, for obvious 
|reasons, is least inclined to favor 
Hollywood, May 14, | blockbooking, being always an indi- 
Preducers Corp. of America | Vidual maker and seller of quality 

: ; product, is carrying his present 
moved into leased space on the campaign against block selling still 
Selznick-International lot to pro- | further. Firstly, he advocates a 
duce a series of musical pictures radical revision and re-editing of the 
starring John Charles Thomas. entire motion picture business, from 

First production is ‘Kingdom , Producing to merchandising. 

Come,’ currently being scripted by , He feels, in no uncertain terms, 
Karl Brown. , that a revamp of the entire industry 


| structure is in order, before it’s too 

R |late. Business is off, and continuing 

\ | e k N t T ‘that way. Foreign markets are 
Blind Hereaft 


Producers Corp. Berthed 














| krieg. 
| Goldwyn is reminded of a line in 
Robert Sherwood’s new play, ‘There 
Shall Be No Night,’ that ‘America 
had better mind its own shrinking 
business,’ and it certainly goes for 
pictures. Never mind any foreign 
; potential revenue; that should be 
gravy, as and when it happens. 
From what he calls ‘a buyer’s mar- 
ket’ he can’t see the wisdom of a 
business where it should be ‘a sell- 
angle of the Neely bill, which op- : ; 
poses blockbooking and blind selling, | oe Bae oy = a pygmy on 
David O. Selznick decided yesterday | miles away, if you wait twe wees 
(Tues.) that henceforth none of his | or travel 20 miles, you can buy the 
future productions would be sold bog Ford considerably less. It isn’t 
until exhibs could view them at}/so with motors, and why the pic- 
trade screenings. It’s an extension |ture business shouldn’t maintain a 
of Selznick’s individual production | certain standard is probably the rea- 
scheme, excepting that up until now | son for its general decadence, or so 
bookings in advance had been ac-/he thinks. 
cepted and contracts executed. Must Cut Production 
Producer is committed to the idea! ye has already expressed himself 
i (exhibs) can actually deter- | He feels that the producers and dis- 
mine their true worth. _. | tributors had better direct their tal- 
Selznick made his new position | ents to the conclusion that they are 
clear ina talk at the United Artists | producing only for big-city markets. 
sales convention in New York. Fel- | The rest should be secondary. 
low-UA producer Sam Goldwyn had Onl ; 

: y thus can the daily-changers 
also os air — Liege in small towns be forced to play pic- 
rageede a “a tak sa Rect Sa te | tures three times a week, or maybe 
= a ing mich ros Pie on re.|cven split-weeks. Thus only can 

esterner, W g0es |prices be forced up, runs extended, 
lease shortly, also via UA. | quality insured. 
e ¢ 
Mono Sitting Pretty 


er’s market.’ He cannot reconcile 
that nothing be sold until his pix are | that instead of 600 pictures a year, 
| Goldwyn responds to the theory 

With $350,000 Loan 





i shrinkfng with each ‘successive blitz- 

Virtually adopting the ‘synopsis’ 
himself to the idea that one key city 
finished. Then both he and his cus- | the majors should cut it down to 150, 
that if he were still part of the old 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer setup, and 
even though Metro had to feed a 
flock of Loew theatres with lots of 
film, he would still oppose block 
selling, He points to Metro’s ‘Gone 





Plus Highest Income 





Hollywood, May 14. 
Monogram is playing on velvet, | 
with $350,000 in actual chips, a loan 





idea was that to start each distrib | trom the Guaranty Trust Co., and | 
should ask exhibs to promise an ex-| the highest income in the history of 


tended run on four pictures a year.| the company, according to W. Ray 
Which pix he wants to play longer! johnston, president, who left for 


With the Wind’ how quality product 
can exact upped prices. His own 
United Artists organization did it 
with ‘Rebecca’, Both are Dave Selz- 
nick films. 


Instead, Goldwyn avers that W. G. 
Van Schmus, the Radio City Music 
Hall managing director, told him of 
occasions when films, which were 
doing well, were pulled out in their 





{turns to the Coast today (Wednes- 


should be left entirely to the exhib, 
it was suggested, except that he| 
might be asked to select one each} 
quarter to prevent bunching at the | 
end of the year. | 

Raising admissions on certain pic- | 
| tures during the season, as suggested | 
by Samuel Goldwyn and David O.| 
Selznick recently, was called ‘im- | 
practical’ by Allied leader. It auto- 
matically relegates all other films| 
to the not-so-hot class and spoils 
their chances, he argued. 





‘Town’ Runoff for F.D.R. 


James Roosevelt, who arrived in 
New York Monday (13) to attend 
the United Artists convention, re- 





day). Yesterday he accompanied | 


|fellow-UA producer, Sol Lesser, ta | 


Washington for a screening of Les- 
ser’s ‘Our Town’ for the President 
at the White House. 


Lesser, who also came to N. Y. 


-Monday for the convention, will at- | 
tend the western division meet in> 


Chicago for the remainder of the 
week and then go to Boston for the 
|preem of ‘Our Town.’ 


| studio personnel. 


{Sol Wurtzel’s unit. 
| Withers starrers and one a ‘Cisco 


| Bride Wore Crutches’ this week. 


New York after a survey of local | 
conditions. 


Outstanding Monogram production | 


| for the 1940-41 program is ‘Rip Van | 


Winkle,’ now in preparation at the 
Talisman studio with a $350,000 | 
budget. Johnston announced that | 
there would be no change in the 
Scott R. Dunlap, | 
v.p. in charge of production, has a 
five-year contract which coincides 
with Johnston’s as prexy. Charles | 
J. Bigelow continues as production 
manager, with William T. Lackey, | 
Grant Withers and Paul Malvern as | 
unit managers, and Ernest Hickson | 
as technical director. | 








Three Off Wurtzel’s | 
Slate For Hubbard 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Lucien Hubbard, new associate | 
producer at 20th-Fox, was assigned | 
three pictures formerly slated for | 
Two are Jane | 

Kid.’ 
Hubbard recently finished ‘Street 
of Memories,’ his first job on the 


Westwood lot, and is starting “The 
i 


second or third weeks by producers 
who wanted to ‘get ’em out on the 
market’. Instead, they rushed in 
something else. 
Okays Extended Runs 
Goldwyn is in accord with his 
production confrerees on extended 


| runs, if not on some other things. 


He knows, for one thing, that the 
business had better stop kidding it- 
self about everything being the 
‘greatest’ and the ‘best’. It fools no- 
body. Goldwyn states that there are 
some 300 foreign and U. S. press 
correspondents in Hollywood today 
who tell their millions of readers far 
in advance just what pix are ter- 
rific, and how many more are clucks. 
But, he argues, if productions were 


| maintained at a certain top quality 


gait, with minimization of haste and 
the need to ship a picture a week 


| east, then, when the ballyhoo boys 


start whooping it up that such and 
such is a terrific picture, maybe the 
customers will start believing it. 


Then, also, maybe the potential 
$1,000,000 gyrosser domestic can 


| double itself, or perhaps even more, 


The b.o. would be sounder and solide 
er: it would woo back dwindling 
patronage, and generally establish a 


(Continued on page 51) 
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20th-Fox Argues to 


Vs. Its Officers; Blumberg’s Gags 


Dismiss U.S. Suit 





v 


Declaring, ‘while I’m not going to 
give any hunchbacked decision from 
the bench, but I am inclined to deny 
your motion, Mr. Caskey,’ Judge H. 
W. Goddard in N. Y. federal court 
yesterday (Tues) reserved decision 
on an application of 20th Century- 
Fox to dismiss the anti-trust suit 
against it by the Government. No 
decision on the application will be 
made until almost trial time, but 
from Judge Goddard’s statements 
and attitude it can be taken for 
granted the plea will be denied, and 
that other majors, gdfided by the 
hearing will refrain from similar 
moves to dismiss. 

John Caskey, attorney for 20th 
Fox sought a dismissal as against 
Joseph M. Schenck, Daniel O. Hast- 
ings, Sidney R. Kent, Wililam L. 
Philips, William C. Michel, Darryl 
F. Zanuck, William Goetz, Felix R. 
Jenkins, Sidney Towell, Herman 
Wobber, H. Donald Campbell, John 
R. Dillon, Hermann G. Place, Seton 
Porter, Truman H. Talley, Spyros 
P. Skouras, A. S. Gambee, A. C. Cox 
and John Edmondson. These men 
are officers or directors of the com- 
pany, and it was pleadéd for them 
that the complaint, the Qjll of par- 
ticulars, the further bill of particu- 
lars, and answers to interrogatories 
did not state one specific charge 
against them, but only against the 
corporation. On the grounds that 
unless a direct charge can be made 
against each individual defendant, 
the Government has no right to in- 
clude him in the case, 20th-Fox 
asked for summary judgment dis- 
missing the action. In making his 
plea, Caskey emphasized the lack 
of a charge against the defendants, 
and remarked caustically, ‘I presume 
that even the Government will con- 
cede that some of our actions are 
occassionally lawful.’ He stated that 
he had examined 219 of the 229 anti- | 
trust cases brought by the depart- | 
ment since 1890, and had not found | 
one so lacking in information or so | 
‘meagre as this one. 

Ex-Senator Daniel O. Hastings of | 
Delaware, a 20th-Fox director and 
co-defendant, was introduced and 
admitted to the bar of the court. He 
pleaded he was more sensitive than | 
other defendants and felt that he was | 
guilty of no wrongdoing and asked 
the dismissal. He stated that if the} 








Government had a cause of action | resentatve 


against him he would like to know 
what it was. He remarked that his| 
intentions and those of his colleagues 
as members of the board of direc- | 
tors were always good. 

In rebuttal, Paul Williams, U. S.' 
prosecutor, declared that the Su-| 
preme Court does not recognize good | 
intentions. The Government does 
not challenge them either, Williams | 
continued, but a corporation cannot 


function without individuals, and the | . 3 ; 
chief officers and directors were re- | the studio, he will now go into ‘The| ental for some time and have been 
Great Profile’ for 20th-Fox. This was | j, negotiations with several film 
|a deal Darryl Zanuck set before re- | 


sponsible for the acts which are be- 
ing charged against the corporate 
defendants. No relief is sought 
acsainst sole persons, but rather 
against the entire group as a govern- 
ing body. ‘The theory of the Gov- 
ernment case is that these monopo- 
listic practices were built up through 
a vertical integration of the defend- 
ants in their every day affairs, ap- 


proved by the officers and directors,’ | 


declared Williams. Williams then 
told Senator Hastings that if he was 
to resign today, or at the last day 
of trial, he would be dropped as a 
defendant and his successor included. 


Goddard then reserved decision giv- | 


ing both sides to May 24 for briefs. 


Nicholas M. Schenck will be ex-! 


amined. before trial 


(Thursday). 


Blumberg’s Wise Cracks 


Enliven Examination 


Nate Blumberg, president of Uni- 
versal Pictures, was examined 
Thursday (9) and for the first time, 
John F. Clagett, special assistant to 
the U. S. attorney general, took over 
the questioning. For the most part 
Blumberg’s examination disclosed 
nothing new, other than his views on 
certain subjects, but the: Universal 
chief became invotved in a series of 
funny stories. 

The examination started off pro- 
saically enough, with Blumberg 
somewhat hazy as to whether he was 
president of Universal - Pictures 
Corp. or Inc, After having been set 
straight by his counsel, he was 
forced to allow those gentlemen to 
state what offices he held in sub- 


tomorrow 


Legal Whimsy 





One of the funnest gags of the 
U. S. suit examinations came 
Thursday (9) during the tes- 
timony of Nate Blumberg, Uni- 
versal’s president. After Blum- 
berg stated that Brooklyn was 
strictly a second-run city, his 
counsel, Edward C. Raftery, de- 
clared: 

‘The only thing they have 
first-run in Brooklyn is_ the 
Dodgers baseball team.’ 

{Since Raftery’s crack, Brook- 
lyn, has also become second 
run.] 


PAR CONVENTION TREK 
WEST STARTS MAY 20 


A total of 40 Paramount executives 
from the home office, the New York- 
New Jersey exchange, New England, 
Philadelphia and Washington, leave 
New York Monday (20) for the Coast 
to attend the Paramount sales con- 
vention there May 24-26. Other 
groups will be picked up en route, 
including district managers, branch 
mgrs. and 100% salesmen on this 
year’s roster. 

Stanton Griffis, who returned east 
Monday (13) will shoot out again 
Monday (20) with the others, in- 
cluding Barney Balaban, Adolph 
Zukor, Neil Agnew, Joe Unger, 
Charlie Reagan, Oscar Morgan, et al. 

Number of pictures to be made for 
the 1940-41 season has not been set 
but is expected to be about the same 
as this year, 52. 

Foreign RKO Mgrs. in U. S. 

Five foreign managers, besides 
Reginald Armour, European sales 
chief, and Ben Y. Cammack, assist- 
ant to Phil Reisman, will attend 
RKO’s convention in New York, 
May 27-30. Vanguard reached U. S. 
over the weekend with the return of 
Cammack on Saturday (11) from 
Brazil while Armour landed in N. Y. 
this week. 

Other foreign managers, all from 
Latin-American nations, will be ar- 
riving within the next week or 10 
days. They are Gus Schaefer, Carib- 
bean district manager; Pedro Saenz, 
Cuba, Ned Seckler, home office rep- 
in Cuba; Max Gomez, 
general manager for Mexico, and 
Fred Gulbransen, manager for 
Panama, 


Barrymore-20th Make 


Peace for ‘Profile’ Pic 


Originally the subject of some| 
spleen between John Barrymore and | 

















| 
| turning to the Coast. 

Barrymore’s ‘My Dear Children’ 
| play, meantime, folds at the Belasco, 
| N. Y., Saturday (18), although it may 
| reopen in the fall. Its screen rights 
| have yet to be sold. 


| MENKEN NOT LOST 


| Par Newsreeler Survives Norse Cam- 
paign—Dutch Zone Next 











Arthur Menken, Paramount news- 
| reel cameraman, at first believed lost 
when Nazi bombs dropped on the 
British cruiser on which he was leav- 
ing Norway, lived through the ter- 
rific bombing off Namsos when the 
Allied navies lost several boats. He 
| kept grinding away at the bomb 
| barrage, Par expecting shipment of 
these dramatic scenes. Bonney 
| Powell, Movietone photographer, also 
| was reported on the same boat. 

Menken probably will be rushed to 
the Belgian-Netherlands fighting zone 
where Norman Alley, News of Day 
| photog, was reported soon after the 
| bombing of The Hague. 

Newsreel editors, who received de- 
layed shipments of the Narvik battle 
early last week, were admitting that 





and Holland have taken the edge off 
| any pictures received on the Nor- 
way campaign, 


M-G Skeds 63 Shorts 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Fred Quimby announced a sched- 
ule. of 63 shorts at Metro for the 








sidiaries. He then traced his career 


from 1911 as a shipping cierk for | 


(Continued on page 22) 


1940-41 season. 
Program is approximately 
same as this year’s, 


JES LOOKS SET 


the scale of hostilities in Belgium | 


U’s Letout of Phillips 
Goes to Arbitration 


Circumstances leading ot the loss 
of Sam Phillips’ post as head booker 
of the Universal exchange in New 
York several weeks ago will be of- 
fered for arbitration at a hearing to 
be held tomorrow (Thurs.), followed 
by additional hearings, if necessary. 

The matter is being sent to arbi- 
tration for full consideration of the 
facts because Phillips, with Universal 
22 years, is a member of the union 
which has a contract covering cer- 
tain of U’s home office and exchange 
employees. This is the American 
Federation of Office Employees, Lo- 
cal 20940, which is reported making 
important headway in organizing ex- 
change help in other parts of the 
country. 

Whatever Universal’s reasons were 
for letting Phillips go, he was 
dropped April 18, and request was 
made for arbitration. 

The board will consist of two arbi- 
ters appointed by Universal and two 
by the American Federation of Office 
Employees. U has appointed Edward 
C. Raftery of O’Brien, Driscoll & 
Raftery, and Eddie Grainger, general 
manager of the M. A. Shea circuit of 
theatres. Union has chosen Charles 
Vonie, general organizer for the 
American Federation of Labor, and 
Floyd Stickles, president of the Mu- 
nicipal Transport Workers of the 
AFL. 








TO TAKE OVER 
PALACE, CHl 


Chicago, May 14. 

RKO will close the Palace, its sole 
Chicago spot, tomorrow (Wednes- 
day), the second consecutive year 
that the house has been darkened 
for the summer months. House’s 
product availabilities, RKO and Uni- 
versal flickers, will be taken over by 
the Jones, Linick & Schaefer Ori- 
ental which on Friday (17) reverts to 
vaudfilm policy after 16 weeks of 
‘Gone With the Wind.’ 

Growing indication is that the 
Palace will be taken over by J. L. 
& S. upon reopening. Aaron Jones, 
Sr., and Johnny Jones have been in 
New York for some time confabing 
with RKO theatre and distribution 
tops on such a takeover. Likely that 
a partnership deal will be worked 
out on the Palace, with J. L. & S. op- 
erating, as it has with Balaban & 
Katz on the subsequent run Mc- 
Vickers, where B. & K. is the silent 
partner. 

J. L. & S. have been hot for a 
first-run product deal for the Ori- 





| companies on available product. At 
| one time there was likelihood that a 
| deal might have been worked out for 
| Metro product for the Oriental, es- 

pecially after M-G settled ‘Gone’ 
| into the house. 


With first-run pix the Oriental will 
go into a vaudfilm policy at 65c top 
instead of the previous 40c with 
which house operated subsequent 
run. Balaban & Katz has its State- 
Lake vaudfilm spot (up to now con- 
sidered the Oriental competition) on 
a 40c top basis. 


BURNS, RAYE SLATED 
AS COMIC TEAM AT U 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Bob Burns and Martha Raye are 
slated as a comic team in an untitled 
picture for the 1940-41 program at 
Universal. 

Burns becomes a freelance on com- 
| pletion of his current Paramount 
chore. Miss Raye is also a Par 
alumna. 


Long Time in Saddle 

















Hollywood, M-y 14. 
Series of eight Fred Scott west- 


with Spectrum Pictures producing 
for Monogram release,. under. super- | 
| vision of C. C. Burr. 

| Schedule calls for one picture 
every. five .weeks. First is ‘Roll 





the | Along, Covered Wagon,’ to be di- | 


rected by Raymond K, Johnson, 


erns goes into work Monday (20), |. 


Foreign Situation Accounts for UA 
Decision to Prod. Only 22 in 1940-4 





‘Gone’s’ $13,600,000 





‘Gone With the Wind’ in fewer 
than 2,000 playdates has grossed 
approximately $13,600,000. David 
O. Selznick revealed at the UA 
convention in New York yester- 
day (Tuesday). 

Selznick disclosed that the film 
rental has averaged 66% of the 
gross. Slight dip from the 70% 
Metro is asking is believed ac- 
counted for by off-biz in some 
Canadian spots, requiring the 
distrib to make good on its guar- 
antee to exhibitors of a 10% 
profit on the engagement. 


WAR CRASHES AMUS. 
STOCKS WITH OTHERS 


Bearish Allied war news, which 
brought heavy selling into the stock 
market Monday (13), tumbled shares 
2 to 16 points yesterday, with amuse- 
ment stocks again suffering severe 
losses. Loew’s, which had been sold 
down more than 4 points Monday, 
dropped nearly 3 points more in 
yesterday’s trading to a new low at 
26. Universal preferred plunged 8 
points, after losing nearly as much 
Monday, down to 80. 

Losses by film and radio shares in 
the two days’ selling included Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting, off about 4; 
Columbia Pictures, down more than 
1; KAO pfd., off more than 2; Para- 
mount, off more than 1 to new low 
at 5; first preferred, off 5%; Pathe, 
down 2; Radio pfd., down 6; 20th- 
Fox, off about 1, and Warner Bros., 
down nearly 1 to a new low at 2%. 


N.Y. Theatre Engineers 
Demand Wage Increase 














Presented with demands for an in- 
crease in scale and a week's vaca- 
tion with pay, the New York man- 
agers held a meeting in the office 
of Major L. E. Thompson, of RKO, 
Monday (13) to consider the pro- 
posals of the International Union of 
Operating Engineers. Another ses- 
sion will be held Friday (17). 

Engineers, Local 30, wants a year’s 
renewal and a boost of $2.50 weekly 
from the present basic scale of 
$52.50, in addition to the week’s lay- 
off with pay. 





Conservativeness in the number of 
films announced by United Artists 
came as a surprise at the Opening of 
the eompany’s eastern division Bales 
convention in New York Monday 
(13), It listed only 22 films, saig te 
be the absolute minimum of whaj 
might be expected. Around 30 had 
been anticipated. Somewhere be. 
tween the two figures ig foreseen a, 
the actual number that will be de- 
livered, depending upon the situation 
both in foreign markets and at home 
later next season. 

UA at its convention last year an. 
nounced 34 films, including four 
four-reel Laurel and Hardys, fo 
1940-41. Of this number 25 will gc. 
tually be delivered, including two 
L. & H.’s stepped up to six reels 
each. Delivery of the 25, however 
will run well into next season, as 
only 19 will have been completed by 
the beginning of the new film year, 
That means there will be a minimum 
of 28 pictures delivered during 1940. 
41, the 22 new ones listed plus the 
six holdovers. 

Murray Silverstone, UA chief, re. 
vealed the small number of pictures 
resulted from confabs on his recent 
visit to th: Coast. He said he is con- 
vinced that fewer and better pictures 
are the best method of meeting the 
dangerous foreign markets situation, 
In this regard the $30,000,000 which 
the UA head recently said would be 
the total budget on an expected 29 
features was allowed to stand for the 
currently-announced 22, although it 
is thought hardly likely in produe- 
tion circles that large a sum will be 
spent. 

Announcement of the coming sea- 
son’s program revealed no producers 


| whose affiliation with the company 


has not been previously made pub- 


lic. However, Silverstone has indi- 





| 


| 


cated several times in recent weeks 
that another producer may still be 


| added to expand the program by one 


or two films. There are 13 producers 
on the current list, including Charles 
Chaplin, Samuel Goldwyn, Alex- 
ander Korda, David O. Selznick, 
Walter Wanger, Edward Small, Hal 
Roach, Sol Lesser, Ernst Lubitsch, 
Dave Loew-Albert Lewin, James 
Roosevelt, Richard Rowland and 
Gabriel Pascal, John Ford is also 
working on a picture of his own 
which will be released to UA via 
Wanger, 

Leading the UA announcement pa- 
rade is Chaplin’s picture which 
bears the  probably-to-be-changed 
title ‘The Dictator.’ It also led last 


| season’s program, being one of those 


Managers are reported in favor of | 


a long-term deal, rather than a new | 


contract for just one year. 





Dot Arzner’s ‘Dance’ 





Hollywood, M: y 14. 
Dorothy Arzner moved in as di- 
rector of ‘Dance, Girls, 
RKO, replacing Roy Del Ruth, who 
passed up the job after an argument 
with Erich Pommer, who’s pro- 
ducing. 
Shooting was delayed two days. 


Turn On the Heat 


Hollywood, May 14. 





that wasn’t delivered, as Chaplin is 
still working on it. 
Goldwyn’s ‘The Westerner,’ which 


| was screened for the convention, is 


| rated second in importance. 


It is the 
only picture promised from the pro- 
ducer, however. Paucity is attributed 
to his current battle to break out of 


/his UA pact and his reticence at 
‘making further pictures while the 


Dance’ at | 


Lana Turner and Robert Taylor | 


are due to run a temperature to- 
gether in ‘Tropical Hurricane’ at Me- 
tro as soon as they finish their re- 
spective jobs in ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ and 
‘Flight Command.’ 

Hunt Stromberg is producing. 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, May 14. 

Harry Sherman signed Andy 
Clyde for five pictures. 

Leon Errol inked a deal to appear 
in six features and six shorts at 
RKO. 

Warners picked up its option on 
Wayne Morris. 

Cordell Hickman drew a minors 
contract at Paramount. 

20th-Fox handed a player pact to 
Ethel Hill. 

Frances Langford inked one-year 
deal with Voco Productions. 

Doris Day signed to a player con- 


tract by Charles R. Rogers. 


epublic lifted its’ player option 
on Bob Livingston. 
Judith Anderson inked new deal at 
Metro, 





-salesmanager, is presiding @ 


precarious foreign situation prevails. 

Korda’s ‘Thief of Bagdad’ is an- 
other originally slated for the cur- 
rent season which was held up in 
production and will be released on 
the new schedule. It is now being 
completed. Remainder of the Korda 
program anounced is Vivien Leigh 
in ‘Womanhunt,’ based on the novel 


| by Mary Webb, and Merle Oberon in 


‘Lady in the Dark,’ with Melvyn 
Douglas. No mention is made of 
‘Bethel Meriday,’ Sinclair Lewis’ 
new novel, which Korda recently 
bought and in which, he said last 
week, Lewis will have a principa 
role. Korda also said he is exer- 
cising the option he holds on 
‘Labyrinthine Way,’ by Graham 
Green, despite Catholic opposition to 
production of the novel. Korda, 
prior to the turn of the war in Ev- 
rope over the past weekend, said he 
planned to make two pictures in 
Hollywood and two in England for 
the new season. Plans, howevel, 
may be changed by events. 

Two Selznick productions are an 
nounced, both unnamed. One, the 
producer has stated repeatedly, will 
be ‘Joan of Are,’ although UA’s fail- 
ure to put it in its program furthers 
opinion expressed in some well- 
informed circles that it will never 
be made. No star names are mén- 
tioned for the pair of Selznicks, but 
the producer has under contract 
three femmes, Vivien Leigh, J0#" 
Fontanne and Ingrid Bergmann. 

Harry L. Gold, v.p. and yraig 
three-day convention. Western shin- 


(Continued dn page 22) 
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Same Libretto, New Lyrics, As Neely 


Takes an Encore Performance in D.C. 








Washington, May 14. 

Antagonistic House committee 
greeted the first contingent of Neely 
pill proponents as hearings on the 
anti-blockbooking measure were re- 
sumed this week after a three-year 
atagnation. 

Familiar song-and-dance act started 
Monday (13) with Mrs. Mary T. 
Bannerman, local clubleader and leg- 
islative representative for the Na- 
tional Congress of Parents and 
Teachers of America. Show is being 
staged this year before the full House 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
Committee, instead of being dele- 
gated to a subcommittee. 

Independent exhibitors are being 
‘trampled in the dust by a hard- 
hearted Hollywood,’ according to 
Mrs. Bannerman, and U. S. picture- 
goers must visit theatres which are 
‘controlled autocratically by some 
faraway producers.’ Although con- 
ceding that ‘everyone admits that 
pictures have improved since 1934,’ 
Mrs. Bannerman stated that ‘the 
movies seem to be the only business 
where the customer is always wrong.’ 

Elimination of blockbooking and 
blind selling will make possible the 
showing of ‘socially desireable’ pic- 
tures, blue-noser declared. Indie 
exhibs will cooperate with their 
local communities, she assured the 
committee, and will reap rewards 
from increased boxoffice when ‘for 
the sake of the children’ films are 
made acceptable to parents. 


Skeptical 

Majority of the House committee 
appeared extremely skeptical over 
the promised benefits to film patrons. 
P.T.A. head was grilled almost mer- 
cilessly over details of present con- 
tract arrangements with the big 
studios and her inability to answer 
the quiz resulted in several caustic 
comments. 

Interest of Representative Charles 
A. Wolverton (R., N. J.) in the cur- 
rent anti-trust suit against the in- 
rustry created wide _ speculation 
among observers at the hearings. 
New Jerseyite questioned Mrs. Ban- 
nerman closely about the Govern- 
ment’s charges but, discovering that 
she had only ‘skimmed over’ the 


(Continued on page 20) 


Selznick and Sarnoff 
Address Rochester U. 
Congress on Pix, Radio 


Rochester, N. Y., May 14. 

Films and radio were held for the 
closing act of the three-day Univer- 
sity of Rochester economic congress, 
which discussed, argued and debated 
‘New Frontiers in American Life.’ 
Emcees of the amusement industries 
were David O. Selznick, president of 
Selznick-International, who talked 
about Pictures, and David Sarnoff, 
President of Radio Corp. of America, 
om handled the case for broadcast- 
‘ Selznick painted a bright picture 
or the future of films, basing his 
Predictions on the fact that public 
taste for better entertainment was 
improving. He reversed the popular 
theory that mediocre films were the 
responsibility of the producers. 

ilm trash,’ as he termed it, was 
Presented, he said, because the pub- 
lic wanted it, just as the public want- 
ed the old-time ten, twent’ and thirt’ 
melodramas. Now that the public 
was being educated by the producers 
© appreciate better film entertain- 
ment, it was getting better films. 

Sarnoff dwelt on the untapped me- 
chanical gadgets which technicians 
are working out and developing in 
Tadio laboratories. He mentioned the 
Possibility of individual sending and 
Teceiving sets, so small that every 
person might have his own commu- 
nicating system in his pocket. Tele- 
Vision is an immediate possibility for 
every home.- He did not believe that 
television would prove harmful to 
Motion pictures as theatre enter- 

inment—in fact, one would supple- | 
ment the other, 








* 


RKO’s N.Y. Fair Service 
Stands; WB, Par Doubtful 


RKO will maintain its exhibitors’ 
lounge at h.o. headquarters, plus 
various services gratis, for the sec- 
ond year of the N. Y. World’s Fair, 
but Warner Bros. and Paramount, 
which sought good-will in that direc- 
tion on a much smaller scale, are 
doubtfuls. 

H. M. Richey, director of special 
exhibitor relations for RKO, is in 
charge of that company’s lounge, 
which has been maintained in spa- 
cious surroundings since the fair 
folded last fall. 

Metro, with its information booth 
in Times Square, reopened it during 
the past week after putting on a 
paint job. 


Johnson’s Trust Suit 
Against NW Paramount, 
Welworth Indie Chains 


Minneapolis, May 14. 

A. R. Johnson, former RCA Photo- 
phone representative here and more 
recently an independent exhibitor, 
has filed a $523,500 anti-trust suit in 
U.S. district court at Sioux Falls, 
S. D,. against the Minnesota Amus. 
Co. (Paramount), the Welworth (in- 
die) circuit, and Paramount, RKO, 
20th-Fox, United Artists, Universal, 
Columbia, Warner Bros., Republic 
and Monogram exchanges. 

Johnson, who has had the Gra- 
nada, Sioux Falls, and the Time and 
Pix at Aberdeen, S. D., alleges con- 
spiracy among the defendants to 
force him out of business. As a re- 
sult, he charges, he was unable to 
obtain film product for his theatres. 
He recently sold the two Aberdeen 
houses. 


ORDERS RE-REVIEW BY 
CENSORS OF ‘PRIMROSE’ 


Milwaukee, May 14. 

Although ‘Primrose Path’ is enjoy- 
ing a healthy run (for a week at 
least) at the downtown Fox Palace, 
it may never reach the nabes. 
Squawks against the ‘bawdy’ picture 
poured in upon Mayor Cari 2. 
Zeidler in such volume that he has 
requested the motion picture com- 
mission to re-review it and to recon- 
sider its approval. 

‘Either we have a commission or 
we don’t, the mayor told the censor- 
ship board. ‘The commission is in- 
tended to be a public body re- 
sponsive to public opinion. It should 
not be a rubber stamp.’ 














Frank B. Metcalfe, chairman of | 


the commission, said ‘Primrose’ had 
been given approval because it 
pointed a good moral and was note- 
worthy for excellent acting, but that 


the mayor's request would be com-| 
plied with, and a meeting tonight} 


(14) will decide whether the O.K. 
given the film shall be withdrawn. 





McCarroll, Newsreeler, 


Kiiled in Plane Crash 


A. J. Richard, editor of Paramount 
newsreel, hurried to the Coast Fri- 
day (10) on receiving word that Mar- 
shall McCarroll, head of the Los 
Angeles bureau, had been killed in 
a plane crash May 9. McCarroll was 
helping film a flight from a specially 
chartered plane when two _ ships 
collided. Pilot of airplane carrying 
McCarroll also was killed. 

McCarroll had been on the Coast 
for Paramount News since 1929. 


F. & M. Studio Fire 
Hollywood, May 14. 
Blaze at the Fanchon & Marco stu- 
dios caused damage estimated at 











$40,000. 
Old Fox lot nearby escaped dam- 


age. 


vw 


‘out-of-court settlement had been ef- 








PUBLICISTS GUILD 








Exploitation and Advertising | 
Men Will Be Drawn Into 
Studio Group—Clash with 
News Guild, Agents Seen | 
—Favor AFL Charter 


£CRIBE DEMANDS UP 





Hollywood, May 14. 

The Screen Publicists Guild is ex- 
panding into a national organization. 
Studio flacks are revising their by- 
laws to take over jurisdiction in the 
distributor and exhibitor fields, as 
well as firms handling picture adver- 
tising and exploitation. National 
headquar @§:s will be located in Los 
Angeles, with locals in various cities 
throughout the country. When the 
proposed expansion is okayed by the 
membership, initiation fee will be 
hiked to $100 and dues for senior 
flacks to $4 quarterly and $3 for 
juniors. 

Because of the wide jurisdictional 
latitude outlined by the SPG, labor 
leaders said there was possibility of 
a clash between the flacks and the 
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WB SETTLES 
INDIES SUM 


Philadelphia, May 14. 

The case of the Landis theatre 
versus the Stanley-Warner chain and 
the major distributors, skedded to 
be a virtual ‘roadshowing’ of the big 
Federal anti-trust suit in New York, 
died on Friday (10) with a joint 
announcement by both sides that an 





fected ‘satisfactory to all parties’. 
The announcement was made just 
before the opening of U. S. district 
court in which argument in the 
much-ballyhooed suit was set to 
start. ” 

Neither Morris Wolf, heading the 
defense counsel, nor State Senator 
Harry Shapiro, Landis attorney, 
would divulge the terms of the 
agreement, stating that one of the 
stipulations was that the details of 
the settlement would not be made 
public. It was reported, however, 
that the Landis, an indie in Vine- 
land, N. J., would receive priority 
run in at least three major products 
over the S-W houses in Vineland. 

The sudden ending of the suit 
came as a distinct surprise to Film- 
row as it was expected that neither 
side would give in. The defendants 
were expected to hold out to fore- 
stall any more suits by indies, while 
the plaintiffs were believed set for 
the long, hard pull because of the 
fact that the syndicate owning the 
theatre was well-heeled. 

The case had been watched by the 
entire film industry because it had 
the distinction of being the first in 
the scores of similar suits in which 
an indie exhibitor was granted a 
preliminary injunction against the 
majors. In this action, Federal 
Judge William H. Kirkpatrick de- 
clared that the defendants were 
guilty of violating the anti-trust 
laws. But the restrainer was later 
voided by the U. S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals who sent the case back for 
a final hearing. ; 

Another interesting feature to the 
Landis case was an order by Judge 
Kirkpatrick ordering the defendants 
to show their books and contracts, 
also the first time such an order had 
been made. These documents were 
examined by a Special Master who 
had completed his perusal and was 
skedded to deliver all papers per- 
taining to the case at the hearing 
when the settlement was announced. 

Defendants in the suit were War- 
ner Bros. Pictures, WB Theatres, 
Paramount, RKO, Loew’s, 20th, Co- 





lumbia, Universal and United Artists. 


PIC FLACKS 





As June 3 Nears, Pix Biz Openly 
CPAE AINE me Vexed at Arnold's Aloofness To 
Any Possible Settlement Overtures 





> —_——------ — 


Foster Opp Lamour 


In ‘Moon Over Burma’ 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Preston Foster plays opposite Dor- 
othy Lamour in ‘Moon Over Burma,’ 
an Oriental yarn slated to roll June 
3 at Paramount under direction of 
Louis King. 

Foster’s entry into the ‘Burma’ 
cast means that Pat O’Brien is the 
sole candidate for the top spot in 
‘The Amazing Story of Sergeant 
York’ at Warners. They were the 
leading aspirants to the job. 


Nick-Weston Waive 
Appeal, But Needn’t 
Return Over $48,090 


St. Louis, May 14. 

John P. Nick and Clyde A. Weston, 
former heads of IATSE, Local No. 
143, have withdrawn their appeal 
taken to the Missouri State Supreme 
Court from the recent decision of 
Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oakley who 
permanently barred them from con- 
trol of the Local and, in return, the 
Local has waived the return of $48,- 
399 which Judge Oaktey ordered 








| Nick and Weston should pay the 


Local. A _ stipulation was filed in 
Jurge Oakley’s court last week. 

Of the $49,399 Julge Oakley held 
that $10,000 represented dough ob- 
tained from exhibitors in 1936 in 
lieu of a wage increase contract for 
the operators. Some $6,500 was ob- 
tained in 1937 under similar circum- 
stances and the balance consisted of 


improper expenditures of union 
funds. 
Robert Roessel and Raymond 


Freed, counsel for Local 143, in a 
statement, said the union had ‘volun- 
tarily released its claim in order to 
expedite the dismissal of the ap- 
peals and to avoid prolongation of the 
litigation.’ The statement added that 
the ultimate aim of the ouster suit, 
the reestablishment of local auton- 
omy for No. 143 had been accom- 
plished. ‘The union, after investi- 
gation, is satisfied of the doubtful 
pecuniary value of these judgments,’ 
the statement stated. 

Paul Dillon, associated with Sig- 
mund Bass in defense of Nick and 
Weston in all litigation, refused to 
sign the stipulation which carries 
the Johnhancocks of Bass, Roessel 
and Freed, Harry Barco, president, 
and Harvard O’Laughlin, recording 
secretary of Local No. 143, and 
Joseph A. Padway, counsel for 
IATSE. 

Filing of the document clears the 
way for settlement of a wrangle, in 
effect since last September, between 
Local No. 143 and Fanchon & Marco. 
Frank Strickland, an IATSE repre- 
sentative from Elgin, is in town to 


Along the film industry’s legal 
front there is growing daily a strong 
conviction that the Government’s 
anti-trust action against the eight 
major film companies is moving in- 
evitably towards trial and is swerv- 
jing further from settlement by com- 
promise and consent decree. 

Whereas, a week ago hopeful ex- 
pressions from attorneys and film ex- 
'ecutives indicated that some ami- 
‘cable settlement of the issues might 
be reached before the start of trial 
on June 3, the feeling prevails cur- 
rently that agreement on a platform 
of revised and experimental trade 
practices will not, or cannot, be 
reached. 

There is in prospect, therefore, a 
long-drawn-out court struggle, esti- 
mated variously by principals on 
both sides as likely to extend over a 
period of two or three years. With 
victory or defeat by either side, the 
ensuing appeals to higher courts and 
eventually to the U. S. Supreme 
Court will require many months for 
the preparation and presentation of 
briefs and arguments. 

Strictly from the viewpoint of cost 
to the film companies the estimate of 
outlay for legal talent, for expense of 
bringing to New York hundreds of 
witnesses and for the employment of 
scores of investigators, the price of 
defense is close to $8,000,000. And 
this vast total does not take into ac- 
count the probable loss of executive 
manpower, of showmanship enter- 
prise and public good will which al- 
ways are accessories to actions of 
this nature. 

From the Department of Justice 
within the week comes the an- 
nouncement that the three ranking 
officials of the Government’s prose- 
cution are preparing to appear in 
court to present the opening argu- 
ments. These include Robert Jacke 
son, attorney general; Thurman Are 


(Continued on page 20) 


US. Labor Official 
To Determine ‘Exec,’ 
Pro’ Classes in Pix 


Washington, May 14. 

Unsnarling of the controversial is- 
sue of who is an ‘executive’ and 
who is a ‘professional’ in the motion 
picture industry will be undertaken 
shortly by Eldred M. Cocking, as- 
sistant Director of Personnel of the 
U. S. Department of Labor, it was 
announced last Sunday (12). 

Final decision of which employe is 
which, under the terms used in the 
Fair Labor Standards Act, prob- 
ably will be made after Cocking 
| completes a ‘first-hand study of the 














duties and responsibilitics of the 
| present 615 work classifications used 
| by the studios.’ The Government of- 


negotiate a solution of the fracas in | ficial will work out of the L's An- 
which execs of No. 143 charge that | geles office, under the dirccticn of 


F & M made separate working con- 


their operators, contrary to union 
rules and regulations. 


N.Y. FILM AGENTS 


SAG Franchising Up Before Artist 
Representatives Ass’n 








Question of Screen Actors Guild | 
franchising New York agents doing | 


any film business from the east 
comes up this week at a meeting 
Thursday night (16). I. Robert Bro- 
der, counsel for the Artists Repre- 
sentatives Assn., and a committee of 
agents, will confer with Mrs. Flor- 
ence Marston, eastern rep of SAG, 
and Henry Jaffee, its counsel, on 
preliminaries, 

Franchising will be done inde- 
pendently of the Artists Managers 
Guild of Hollywood, this group stat- 
ing that it was not interested in 
branching out to take in the N.Y. 
agencies sce'ling to the film com- 
panies. 


| Regional Director Wesley O. Ash, 
tracts with Nick adherents among | 


and will establish contact wiih pro- 
ducers’ organizations and unions and 
guilds to which a majority of the 
studio employes belong. 
Clarification of the ‘professional- 
executive’ definition has long been 
sought for the motion picture indus- 
try. Minimum wages are not a prob- 





lem, according to the Labor Depart- 
ment, because of the high salaries 
paid by the industry. But problems 
involving the overtime requirement 
of the law have caused much dis- 
agreement. (The 42-hour limit which 
now applies ‘o the industry will be 
shortened in October to 40 hours @ 
week). 

Under the Fair Labor Standards 
Act, employes ‘employed in a bona 
| fide executive, administrative (or) 
| professional capacity’ are exempt 
,from wage-hour provisions. An 
| ‘agreed state of facts’ will be sought 
' from Cocking’s final report and pube 
| lic hearings will be held upon its 

completion—probably by the Wage 

Hour Administrator. 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 





~ Marxes- True’ Nice 


Lunceford- Names’ Strong $16,000, 
Palace Closing, ‘Gone’ Scramming 





$37,000 In Chi: 





Chicago, May 14. 

Several changes will occur in the 
Joop lineup this week. ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ will finally wind up at 
the Oriental after 16 weeks, the 
longest grind run for the picture in 
the nation. icker will continue, 
however, in the Woods on its two-a- 
day policy, and opens its nabe runs 
at three Balaban & Katz outlying 
houses on June 7. 

RKO is closing the Palace Wed- 
nesday (15) and house will stay 
dark for at least 10 weeks, accord- 
ing to present plans. repeats 
the summer closing for the house 
last year. House’s supply of RKO 
and Universal pictures will be 
taken over by Jones, Linick & 
Schaefer for the Oriental, which re- 
verts to vaudfilm policy Friday (17). 
However, the Oriental will try it 
on a first-run plan this time at 65c 
top instead of previous 40c ceiling. 

Marx Bros. with ‘It All Came 
True’ will finish up with fair enough 

ross at the Chicago. ‘Cyclops’ was 
pulled out of the oosevelt after a 
single session and replaced by ‘Dark 
Command,’ which figures for some 
male trade on the western angle. 
Jimmy Lunceford band and colored 
unit are doing business for the 
State-Lake, which built up a strong 

atronage in the 16 w that it 
ad the family time vaude field to 
itself. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Rebecca’ (UA) (2d wk). In sec- 
ond week here and sixth week in 
loop. Continues to coin money at 
a remarkable pace. Holding to bet- 
ter than $6,000 currently, after snag- 
ging sensational $8,000 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) 
—‘Came True’ (WB) and Marx Bros. 
unit on stage. Trade steady in the 
evenings, but slow during the after- 
noon. Paced for good $37,000. Last 
week, ‘Buck Benny’ (Par) with An- 
drews Sisters, Red Skelton and 
Hattie McDaniels on stage, turned in 
holdover gross of $30,000, okay. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Benny’ (Par). Moved here from 
the Chicago and looks for satisfac- 
tory $5,000. Last week, ‘Star Dust’ 
(20th), so-so $3,900. 

* Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (16th and final 
week). Winds up run Wednesday 
(15) and house reverts to vaudfilm 
olicy Friday (17). Weekends have 
een bright, with weekdays just 
jogging. Looks to finish with $17,000, 
after taking fine $19,200 last week. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Primrose’ (RKO) and ‘Ma’ (U) 
(2d wk). House will close tomorrow 
(Wed.), and pictures will go to the 
Oriental. Will fold to $8,500, fair 
enough, after taking okay $13,300 
last week. 

Reesevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Command’ (Rep). Passable 
week in the offing for this histori- 
gal western at $8,500. Last week, 
‘Cyclops’ (Par), faded quickly to 
$8,100, mild. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘Without Names’ (Par) and Jimmy 
Lunceford band on stage. All-col- 
ored show is doing the trade cur- 
rently to healthy $16,000. Last week, 
Dakota’ (M-G) with Johnny Davis 
orch, fine $17,100. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Cargo’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Headed for $10,000, strong 
enough currently, after taking bright 
$14.700 last week. 

Weods (Essaness) (1,200; $1.00- 
$1.50) — ‘Gone’ (M-G) (16th wk). 
Taking $6,000 currently. after bril- 
liant $7,100 last week. Holds on. 


DODGERS IN, B’KLYN B.0. 
OFF; BENNY OK $18,000 


, Brooklyn, May 14. 

Biggest headaches downtown man- 
agers had to contend with this week 
was arrival of Brooklyn Dodgers 
. and opening of World’s Fair. Both 
attractions offered considerable com- 
petition. 

Fabian Paramount is managing, 
Owever, to crawl out among win- 
hers this stanza with ‘Buck Benny 
Rides Again’ and ‘Tomboy.’ Loew’s 
Metropolitan gave Par a tussle with 
It's a Date’ and ‘House of Seven 








Gables... RKO Albee is quiet with 
Johnny Apollo’ and ‘Millionaire 
Playboy.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) —‘Johnny 
apollo (20th) and ‘Millionaire Play- 
oy (RKO). Quiet $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) and 
Curtain Call’ (RKO), nice $18,500. 
nent, (4.089; 25-35-50)— Angel 
exas’ (WB) and ‘Tear Gas Squad’ 
(WB), Uneventful $14,500. Last 
week, ‘Cyclops’ (Par) and ‘Adven- 
$11 0G amonas’ (Par) (2d wk.), mild 


Met (3,618; 25-35-50)—‘It’s a Date’ 
ti ) ard ‘Seven Gables’ (U). Attrac- 
‘ve $17,000. Last week, ‘Across 


v 


Bay’ (UA) and ‘Ghost Home’ (M-G), 
satisfactory $16,000. 

Paramoant (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Buck 
Benny’ (Par) and ‘Tomboy’ (Mono). 
Pleasant $18,000. Last week, ‘Meet 
Again’ (WB) and ‘Grandpa Town’ 
(Rep), fine $19,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-40) — ‘One 
Beautiful’ (M-G) and ‘Secret Four’ 
(Mono), Dullish $4,000. Last week, 
‘Parole Fixer’ (Par) and ‘Rancho 
Grande’ (Rep), mild $4,500. 


CANTOR.- VAUDE 
POOR $14.00 
IN WASH. 


Washington, May 14. 
With four new shows at least of 
average marquee strength, blame for 
noticeable drop in over-all gross 
this week must be laid to beginning 
of summer slump. Outdoor amuse- 
ments are throwing open their doors 
right and left and weather nian is 
playing right into their hands. 
Tops looks to be Earle with ‘Sat- 
urday’s Children’ and return of Red 
Skelton. ‘Forty Little Mothers’ and 
Blue Barron orch are n.g. at Capi- 
tol, and ‘My Son, My Son’ is: disap- 
pointing at Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Little Mothers’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Even with help of Blue Barron’s 
orch, Cantor won’t pull radio fans 
for better than light $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Kildare’s Case’ (M-G) and 
Benny Meroff’s ‘Funzapeppin,’ good 
$17,500. Z 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
*Rebecca’ (UA) (2d run, 2d wk). 
Fourth week on mainstem getting 
= $4,500. Last week, hefty 


7,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB) and 
vaude. Red Skelton’s return as m.c., 
plus pull of John Garfield, who was 
here recently in ‘Heavenly Express,’ 
leading town with fair $15,500. Last 








week, ‘Dark Command’ (Rep) and 
vaude, light $12,800. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55) — 
‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Not over passable $6,500. Last week, 
good $10,800. 


Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Million 
B.C.’ (UA). First run in usual spot 
getting big $7,500. Last week, ‘Hus- 
bands’ (Col) (2d run), solid $5,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 25-35-55) — 





‘My Son’ (UA). Disappointing in 
face of hefty long-term bally. Not 
over fairish $13.000. Last week, | 
‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G) (2d wk), oke 
$7,500. ‘ 


Benny $4,700 But Only 


2'4G, Cantor, in Lincoln: 


Lincoln, May 14. | 

With a Sunday (12) start, ‘Buck | 
Benny’ put spurs to the b.o. here and | 
is off for a 10-day gallop. House just | 
finished getting super money with} 
‘Rebecca.’ Eddie Cantor’s ‘40 Little | 
Mothers’ started mid-week, 
hasn’t the necessary stuff to pull! 
house up to average. 
Rest of the town is so-so. } 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer ) 
(750; 10-15)—Calling Marines’ (Rep) 





and ‘Straight Shooter’ (Victory), 
split with ‘Miracle Main Street’ 
(Col) and ‘Sky Bandits’ (Crit). 
Light. $800. Last week, ‘West Car- 
son City’ (U) and ‘Son Criminal’ 
(Col), split with ‘Rancho Grande’ 
(Rep) and ‘Next Time Marry’ 
(RKO), good $1,000, mostly due 
Autry. 

Lineoln (Cooper-Paramount) 
(1,503; 10-25-35-40) — ‘Buck Benny’ | 


(Par). Film is set for 10 days, to be) 
followed by ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th », | 
which will get weekend opening. 
Benny pic due for $4,700, or more, | 
on 10 days, very good. Last week, 
‘Rebecca’ (UA), grabbed $5,600 in 
nine days, nifty. | 
Nebraska (‘Cooper-Paramount) | 
(1,236; 10-20-25) — ‘Charlie Chan | 
Panama’ (20th) and ‘Cisco and Lady 
(20th). Fair $1,900. Last week, 
‘Carters’ (Par) and ‘Millionaire Play- 
boy’ (RKO), okay $2,500. Amateur | 
nights Tuesdays are playing to | 
houses. 
Stuart (Cooper-Paramount) (1.884; | 
10-25-40)—‘40 Mothers’ (M-G). 
ing trouble and finishing to weak | 
$2,400. Last week, ‘Cyclops ae 
or $2,700. 
pVarsity (Noble-Federer) (1,017; 10- 
15-20-25)—‘Man Montreal’ (U) and 
‘Million, B. C.” (UA). Good $2,800. 
Last week, ‘Angel Texas’ (WB) and | 








‘Old Missouri’ (Rep), good $2,300. } 


|My Way’ (U) 


show has pient 


Hav- | ‘Buck Benny’ (Par). ted | 
moveover, in view of film’s showing | 
at Penn, is working out all right | 
anyway, with house bucking every- | 
te get away with 
’t so bad at that. | 
Last week ‘Angel Texas’ (WB) and | 


thing and likely 
$4,200, which isn 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 16 

Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
M-G) (22d wk). 

Capitel — ‘Waterloo Bridge’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Criterion—‘Hell Below’ (M-G). 
(Reissue). 

Glebe—'I Was An Adventuress’ 
(20th) (18). 

(Reviewed in Vanrery May 1) 

Music Hall—‘My Son, My Sow’ 
(UA) (2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Buck Benny Rides 
Again’ (Par) (4th wk). 

Rialto—‘Ski Patrol’ (U) (20). 

Rivoli—If I Had My Way’ (U) 
(3d wk). 


“ee Russell’ (20th) 
Strand—Torrid Zone’ (WB) 


(Reviewed in Vaeiery May 8) 
Week of May 23 
Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 

(M-G) (23d wk). 

Capitel — ‘Waterloo Bridge’ 

(M-G) (2d wk). 

‘ eo Eater’ (Par.) 
(Reviewed in Vaniry April 10) 
Glebe—‘Island of Doomed Men’ 

(Col) (25). 

Music Haill—Trene’ (RKO). 
(Reviewed in Vanirery April 24) 
Paramount—Typhoon’ (Par) 

(22). 

(Reviewed in Vanrery May 1) 
Rivoli — 21 Days Together 

(Col) (22). 

Rexy—'Lillian Russell’ (20th) 

(2d wk). 

Strand—‘Torrid Zone’ 

(2d wk). 


Strike Murders 
Pitt Biz; Ginger, 
$10,000, Is N.C. 


Pittsburgh, May 14. 

Parking lot strike is really cutting 
in on downtown business. Traffic’s 
virtually at a standstill and every- 
body seems to be sticking to the 
nabe houses for their flicker fare. 
Walkout is in second week and so 
far no sign of a break, with theatre 
execs now joining in with other 
business leaders in demanding that 
city take a hand in bringing opposi- 
tion together. 

Beating is general, and nobody’s 
excluded. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Dark Command’ (Rep). Not very 
much of a selling job on this one, 
house shooting everything on world 
preem of ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) to- 
morrow night (15). In six days 
(house closing: all day Wednesday to 
prepare for premiere at night), not 
much more than poor $4,800 looked 


(WB) 








for from ‘Command.’ Last week ‘My | 


Way’ (U), light $6,400 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) | 0 


—‘Alias Deacon’ (U) and ‘Zanzibar’ 


Lincoln’ 


| (U). Bill will have to hurry to grab | 
leven weak $2,200. Last week ‘Abe | 
(RKO) and ‘Millionaire | 


Fair and War Jitters Hurt B'way; 
‘My Son’ OK $80,000, ‘Command’ 286, 
Weak, 2) Mules’ Pull Only $15,000 





(Best Exploitation: Musie Hall) 


j Broadway is deader than a Hitler 
protective’ promise, but not only the 


| theatre managers look blitzkrieged. 


Everyone else seems sad the way 
things are going and a cursory check 
would indicate that no one in par- 
ticular is doing any hkusiness. 

While the Fair resumed again for 
another season, taking off fast on 
Saturday (11), the cashiers at the 
theatre boxoffices were yawning 
most of the weekend. They were 
also half asleep on Friday (10) when 
the news of the Nazis’ latest incur- 
sion was heard. 

Reports from throughout the coun- 

try also indicate that the latest war 
developments, getting everybod 
scared and upset, are keeping ‘em 
away from the theatres. In spite of 
good pictures, business dropped quite 
severely. Operators ascribe the dip 
to the constant quest for news on the 
war through newspapers, radio and 
street conversation, plus general 
business and personal uneasiness. 
For New York, the draw of natives 
to the Fair added to that. 
_ Since Friday the drop from normal 
in New York is placed from 10% for 
some houses to as high as 20% and 
25% for others. That kind of a slide 
makes a big difference. 


$80,000 at the Music Hall, satisfactory 
enough, but disappointing withal. The 
Paramount, with ‘Buck Benny,’ Gene 
Krupa and Connie Boswell, which 
has been hitting high speed from the 
start three weeks ago, also got 
pinched. While the house did $44,000 
on the second week through May 7, 
on the third ending last night (Tues.) 
it came down with the rest of the 
street to $27,000. This is safely in 
the profit column, however, and a 
fourth (final) week begins today 
(Wed.). 

In addition to ‘My Son,’ new pic- 
tures that are not getting their just 
due include ‘Dark Command’ and 
‘20 Mule Team.’ The former will be 
only about $28,000 or a bit under, 
which just ain’t fair, and ‘20 Mule 
Team,’ also thanks to Hitler and the 
Fair, won’t reach $15,000. ‘Com- 
mand?’ is at the Roxy, ‘Mule Team’ at 
the Cap, but the theatres don’t mat- 
ter much this week. 

The Strand will have to push to 
hit $20,000 on the second week of 
‘Saturday’s Children’ and Guy Lom- 
bardo—again not their fault. Nor 
are the Rivoli and second-run State 
to blame for what is happening. Now 
in its second week at the Riv, ‘If I 
Had My Way’ will be lucky to see 
$12,000. ‘Singapore’ and a vaude- 
ville bill including Gertrude Niesen 
and Milt Britton’s band are at the 
State, buf not so many people seem 
to care right now. Gross looks like 
| about $17,500, considerably disap- 
| pointing. Of course, Bing Crosby is 
| against himself here and at the Riv. 
| Also ‘Singapore’ knocked the bot- 
| tom out of a lot of pocketbooks by 
| going four weeks at the Par only a 
short while ago. 

United Artists, at work a long time 
n ‘My Son,’ and the Music Hall, 
combined to do a bang-up * >b on the 
picture. Metro and the Capitol, as 
well as Republic and the Roxy, also 
extended special effort selling ‘20 





Playboy’ (RKO), pretty bad at $3,700. | mule Team’ and ‘Dark Command.’ 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- | 
eee | pone 


50)—‘Primrose Path’ (RKO). 
notices for Ginger Rogers starrer. 
Not much more than $10,000 in sight, 
which is way off for this spot. Last 


way off after fast start and finished 
to ordinary $11,500. 


| Thinned down to $11,000 last week 
but | week “Buck Benny’ (Par), dropped | ably around June 1. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) | 


With available 
product for this spot just about 
washed up for season, management 
figured Crosby-Gloria Jean picture 


| 000, poor. 


Estimates for This Week 


(1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
| $2.20)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (22d week). 
(21st) and will depart shortly, prob- 


Capitol (4,520; 25-40-55-75-$1.10- 
$1.25) —‘20 Mule Team’ (M-G). Not 
even the pull of that many mules 
could drag ’em in; this side of $15,- 
Last week on holdover of 


| ‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G) around $17,- 


was as promising as anything, de- | 


spite disappointing trade at Alvin. 
Probably right, too, inasmuch as $2,- 
000 is considerably more than the 
average dual does here. Last week 
‘Doctor Wife’ (Col), slso h.o. from 
Alvin, about $1,800. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)—‘French 


‘Tears’ (Par) and ‘Diamonds’ (Par). 


Just another double-feature passing 
the time of day. Maybe $1,400, may- 


be less. Last week ‘Ghost Home’ 
(M-G) and ‘King Lumberjacks’ 
(WB), $1,500. 


Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 


000, rather cool after initial seven 
days,’ $31,000. ‘Waterloo Bridge’ 
(M-G) in Thurs. (16). 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Wom- 
en Without Names’ (Par), which had 
no names and no draught, hit the 
road last night (Tues.) after get- 
ting only $4,500. Second week of 


| ‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G) nearly dou- 


ble that, $8,000. ‘Hell Below’ (M- 


|G) (revival) opens today (Wed.). 


| iS 


‘Cyclops’ (Par) and Tommy Riggs- | 
E 


bsens-Beverly Roberts. 


ture would liek I ’ 
even this. Add to this the parking 


Around $13,000, 


Stage | 
of potency, but pic- | 
stronger bills than | 


| strike and combo doesn’t stand the | 
| gnost of a chance. 
| pretty bad, in prospect. Last week | 


Wayne King’s ork shot ‘20 Mule) 


Team’ (M-G) to swell $22,000. 


Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-35-50)— | 


Unwarranted 


‘Beyond Tomorrow’ (RKO), around 
$3,200. 


Globe (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Men 
Without Souls’ (Col). Another that 
stumbling, $4,500. Last week 
‘Suicide Legion’ (FA), a pain in the 
back, $5,500. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Johnny 
Apollo’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Angel 
from Texas’ (WB) (ist run). A 
duet that’s straining the voices for 
$8,800, fair. Last week ‘Primrose’ 
(RKO) (2d run) and ‘Murder Cruise’ 
(20th) (2d run), twinned $16,000, 
hev, hey. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-88-99) 
—Buck Benny’ (Par) and Gene 
Krupa, with Connie Boswell and 
others (4th-final week). Embarks 
on final sprint today (Wed.). Third 


| week, with that Fair and the war 


messing things up, $27,000, but still 
o.k. profit. Second week $44,000, 
very good. 

Radie City Musie Halli (5,980; 40- 
' 80-84-99-$1.65)—‘My Son’ (UA) and 


‘My Son’ is being held down to 8 


stage show. Kept from going much 
higher but still $80,000 is a lot of 
money. Will hold. Last week, sixth 
for ‘Rebecca’ (UA), that old world- 
beater, was $70,006. On the ru 
over six sensational weeks, the tota 
gross attained was $544,000. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Alias 
Deacon’ (U). Opened here Monday 
(13) and away fairly, perhaps $6,000. 
I week, ‘Carson City’ (U) and 
Lights Out in Europe’ (Mayer- 
gg as a parlay, paid off o.k., 


Rivoli (2,092; 40-55-75-85-99 )—‘If I 
Had My Way’ (U) (2d wk). Off 
balance with the rest of the heap 
and this week (2d) probably around 
$12,000. First week was little under 
$20,000, light but getting through o.k. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75) — ‘Dark 
Command’ (Rep) and stage show. 
Not enough bucks in circulation for 
anyone to nab and $28,000 will be 
about all, too bad. Last week, ‘Star 
Dust’ (20th) ended at $27,000. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75 )—'Singapore’ 
(Par) (2d run) and on the stage, 
Gertrude Niesen and Milt Britton 
~~ posting 8 soe snaring ’em 

more than about $17,500 seen. 
Last week, ‘Edison’ (M-G) (2d run), 
plus Joe E. Lewis, Adelaide Moffett 
—e Parkyakarkus, near to $25,000, 


Strand (2,767: 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB) and Guy 
Lombardo (2d-final wk). Hit $33,000 
on the first week, pretty good but on 
second will be fortunate to get up to 
$20,000 after the bombing of Broad- 
Way; however, on the two weeks in 
o pos column. House opens 
orri one’ (WB) and Samm 
Kaye Friday (17). r 


‘MEET AGAIN 
N.G. $10,000 
IN HUB 


ed 





Boston, May 14. 

Sunny weather, racing, baseball 
and the circus will be among the 
explanations for tepid biz from local 
managers to the h.o.’s this week. 
‘Too Many Husbands’ and ‘Johnny 
Apollo’ are neck-and-neck as the 
leaders, with ‘Til We Meet Again’ 
headed for the basement. 

‘Our Town’ (UA) will be given a 
world preem day and date at Or- 
pheum and State Thursday (23). 


Estimates fer This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘So London’ (20th) and ‘Hidden 
Gold’ (Par), plus vaude, three days; 
and ‘War Angels’ (Par) (reissue) 
and ‘One Night Paris’ (Alliance), 
dual, four days. Will get around 
$7,500, average. Last week, .‘Sky 
Bandits’ (Mono) and ‘Three Mile 
Limit’ (Col) (2d run), dual, with 
vaude, three days; and ‘Enemy 
Agent’ (U) and ‘Manhattan Shake- 
down’ (Warwick), double, four days, 
$7,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—*My Son’ (UA) and ‘On Own’ 
(20th) (both 2d run). So-so $4,000 
indicated. Last week, ‘Angel Texas’ 
(WB) and ‘Shooting High’ (20th), 
dual, $4,200. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907: 25- 
35-40-55) —‘Johnny Apollo’ (20th) 
and ‘Curtain Call’ (RKO>. Hitting 
average gait, around $14,500. Last 


week, ‘Abe Lincoln’ (RKO) and 
‘Free Blonde’ (20th), double, $13,- 
500 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 25-35- 
40-55) —"Meet Again’ (WB) and ‘Tear 
Gas Squad’ (WB). Very mediocre; 
possibly $10,000. Last week, ‘Buck 
Benny’ (Par) and ‘Chan Murder 
Cruise’ (20th), dual, nifty $18,500. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Husbands’ (Col) and ‘Kildare’s 
Case’ (M-G). Fairly good $15,000 
on the way. Last week, ‘Tom Edi- 
son’ (M-G) and ‘Girls Broadway’ 
(M-G) (both 2d wk.), dual, $12,500. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘“My Son’ (UA) and ‘On 


Own’ (20th) (both 2d run). Good 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Angel Texas’ 
(WB) and ‘Shooting High’ (20th), 


dual, ditto. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Cyclops’ (Par) and ‘Grapes’ 
(20th) (both 2d run). Around §$5,- 
600 indicated, okay. Last week, ‘Re- 
becca’ (UA) and ‘Chan Panama’ 
(20th) (both 2d run), double, $5,000. 


State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 


—Husbands’ (Col) and ‘Kildare’s 
Case’ (M-G). Around $11,000 prom- 
ised, fair. Last week, ‘Edison’ 


(M-G) and ‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G) 





(both 2d wk.), okay $10,000. 
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10 
pls. Has B. 0. Blackout; ‘Irene’, 
$6,500, Benny, 74,6, Both Good 








Minneapolis, May 14. 
The bottom apparently has fallen 


fre suffering from pernicious anemia. 
Latest war developments seem to 
have tossed another wet blanket over 
entertainment-seeking proclivities. 
Imminence of real estate tax pay- 
ment time and the advent of warm, 

leasant weather also are taking a 
oll from b.o.s, which have been hit 
hard by generally depressed business 
conditions. 

Among the newcomers, ‘Irene’ and 
‘Buck Benny Rides Again’ are the 
best. boxoffice bets. Neither of the 
hold-overs, ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois, 
in its third week at the sure-seater 
World, and ‘It’s a Date,’ which 
moved over from the State to the, 
Century, is demonstrating note- 
worthy pulling power and both will 
bow out after the current canto. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Western Stars’ (Par) and ‘Courage- 
ous Christian’ (RKO), dual first-runs, 
split with ‘One Beautiful’ (M-G) and 





+ 


Takes Wife’ (Col) and ‘Curtain Call’ 


| vaude. Good enough $4,000. 


and ‘Western Stars (Par) average 
Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1,800; 
15-25-35) —‘Grandpa Town’ (Rep) 
and ‘Convicted Woman’ (Col, pm 
week, ‘Old Missouri’ (Rep) and ‘Half 
Sinner’ (U), and vaude, $3,700. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40) — ‘Buck Benny’ 
(Par) and ‘Opened Mistake’ (Par). 
Good pair may hold two weeks. Bi 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Irene’ (RKO) an 
‘Free, Blonde’ (20th); closed 11 days 
for great $9,000. 








(RKO). Just fair $4,600. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25- 
35)—Northwest Passage’ (M-G) 
and ‘Intermezzo’ (UA) split with 
‘Missotri’ (Rep) plus ‘Blondie 
Budget’ (Col). Looks like fair 


$2,000. Last week, ‘Shop Around’ 
(M-G) and ‘Cheers Irish’ (WB) 
split with ‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) 
and ‘Grapes’ (20th), turned in little 
under $2,000, fair. 

Orpheum (Tristate) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘My Way’ (U) and ‘Woman Names’ 
(Par). Should get fair $8,000, even 
with all the fun in the streets Gold- 
en Spike days. Last week, ‘Johnny 
Apollo’ (20th) and ‘Diamonds’ (Par), 
$8,000, so-so. 

Town (Goldberg) (1.250; 10-20-25) 
‘Married Love’ (RKO), ‘Bullets 
Rustlers’ (Col) and ‘Mad Empress’ 
(WB), split with ‘Young Feel’ (20th), 
and ‘Black Bandit’ (Indie). Likely 


_| $2,300. Last week, ‘Telegraph Trail’ 


(Indie), ‘Lone Wolf Strikes’ (Col), 
and ‘Vigil Night’ (RKO), split with 
‘Danger Ahead’ (Mono), ‘On_ Dress 
Parade’ (WB) and ‘Swiss Family’ 
(RKO), $1,900. 
Military-Avenue-Dundee  (Gold- 


‘Enemy Agent’ (U), also dual first’) 5) (950, 600, 800; 10-25)—‘North- 


runs. Headed for fair $1,800. Last 
week, ‘Black Friday’ (U) and ‘Free, 


west Passage’ (M-G) and ‘Honey- 


Blonde’ (20th), dual first-runs, split |7200n Preferred’ (U), dual, split with 


with ‘Zanzibar’ (U) and 
Call’ (RKO), $1,500, mild. 


Century (Par-Singer) (1.600; 25-|bring fair $1,000 


35-40)—‘It’s Date’ (U) (2d wk). Not 
delivering in the way that Durbin 
si gran have done, Must be the 


‘Curtain | ‘Young Feel’ (20th), ‘Roving Tum- 
bleweeds’ 


(Rep) and ‘Blondie 
(Col), tripler. Ought to 
. Last week, ‘Dr. 
Ehrlich’ (WB) and ‘Cheers Irish’ 
(WB), split with ‘Broadway Melody’ 
(M-G) and ‘Grapes’ (20th), a little 


Budget’ 


ad general conditions. Light $3.500| under $1,200. 


looks about tops. Last week, ‘Dr. 
Ehrlich’ (WB), bad $2,000 in five 
days. 

Esquiré (Gillman) (290; 25)—‘Old 
Dark House’ (U) (reissue). New 25c 
flat price policy, same as that of 
Gopher. Having plenty trouble get- 
ting product. Stretching toward good 

1,200. Last week, ‘Puritan’ (French), 

700, light. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
*Kildare’s Case’ (M-G). Should hit 
good $3,500. Last week, ‘Ghost Home’ 
(M-G), light $1,800 in five days. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40) — ‘Irene’ (RKO). Opened 
Thursday (9), one day ahead of 
schedule and may hit $6,500, fair. 
Last week, ‘Came True’ (WB), 
$3,600 in six days, light. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Buck Benny’ (Par). Well liked 
and going at fair pace, but Benny no 
great boxoffice draw here. Seems en 
route to fairly good $7,500. Last 
week, ‘It’s Date’ (U), $7,300, fairly 
good, but disappointing. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Pinocchio’ (RKO), split with ‘Vir- 

inia City’ (WB). First neighbor- 
oan showings and pretty good 
$2,200 in prospect. Last week, ‘Singa- 

ore’ (Par), first nabe showing, 

2,000, okay. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Abe Lincoln’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Has been great boxoffice disappoint- 





‘Wife-Apollon 
Fairish $13,000 
la NS.G. Balto. 


Baltimore, May 14. 
With the Preakness drawing 45.,- 
000 to the Pimlico race course Sat- 
urday (11), and the circus slated to 
fill a three-day date beginning yes- 
terday (Monday), first-runs general- 
ly are taking it on the chin here. 
Some response is noted for combo 
of ‘The Doctor Takes a Wife’ tied 
to Dave Apollon unit at the Hipp, 
with night-time trade promising to 
help matters toward a fairish take. 
Second week of ‘Buck Benny 
Rides Again,’ at Keith’s, is strong, 
but ‘Twenty Mule Team’ is just am- 
bling along in -spite of ambitious 
pre-opening advertising campaign at 
Century. Rest of town, blah. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 





ment, inasmuch as big things were 
expected of it in this long-run house 
that has ritzy and intellectual trade. 
Light $1,000 looks akout all. Last 
week, $1,500, mild after big $2,400 
first week. 


BENNY GOES TO $10,000 
ON OKAY OMAHA BALLY 


Omaha, May 14. 
(Best Exploitation: Omaha) 
Preceded by a terrific street bally, 
‘Buck Benny Rides Again,’ got off 








to big start Thursday (9) and looks | 


for good $10,000. ‘A Bill of Divorce- 
ment’ is sagging at the Brandeis. 
Orpheum is doing nicely with ‘If 
I Had My Way’ and ‘Women Without 
Names.’ “The Lion Has Wings’ was 
jerked at the Omaha as second fea- 
ture after three days. ‘Saps at Sea’ 
replaced Saturday (11). Golden 
Spike week may help biz. 

Publicist Ted Emerson staged a 
colorful and exciting hobby horse 
derby in the entire block front of 
the Omaha the day ‘Buck Benny’ 
opened. More than a score of cuties 
all dressed for the occasion mounted 
the hobbies and went through a se- 
ries of races for cash prizes, a crowd 
estimated at about 6,000 looking on 
for laughs and cheering the girls 
along. Best proof of the effective- 
ness of the stunt was the rush for 
the theatre’s turnstiles after the 
races, 

Estimates for This Week 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-25- 
40)—‘Buck Benny’ (Par), ‘Lion 
Wings’ (UA) (withdrawn) and ‘Saps 
Sea’ (UA). Should get good $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Man Dakota’ (M-G) and 
‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G), fair $7,500. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
Divorcement’ (RKO) 
and ‘Angel Texas’ (WB). Not so 

ood, with light $4,000 in prospect 
or the week. Last week, ‘Doctor 


25-40)—“Mule Team’ (M-G). Not 
| getting far in spite of extra heavy 
advance promotion, with mild $7,000 
the most expected. Last week, ‘Kil- 
dare’s Case’ (M-G), mild $6,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) —‘Doctor Wife’ 
(Col) plus Dave Apollon Revue. 
| Cashing in on night-time response 
for fairish $13,000. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) and 
vaude, added fairish $10,200 to fair 
$13,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40) —‘Buck Benny’ (Par) (2nd 
wk.). Holding strong pace to okay 
| $6,500, after solid opening round to 
$8,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Outsider’ (Rel). N. g. $3,500 
| for this import. Last week, ‘Adven- 
| turess’ (20th), tepid $3,700. 
| Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
'55)—‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB). Not 
| very exciting at $6,000. Last week, 
‘Meet Again’ (WB), n. g. $5,200. 


Port. Dull, But ‘Benny,’ 
7G, ‘My Son,’ 444G, OK 


Portland, Ore., May 14. 

Burg still in the depths, with no- 
body able to blame anything but 
spring weather. 

‘Buck Benny Rides Again,’ at 
Paramount, and ‘My Son, My Son!’ 
at Broadway, are best b.o. bets, 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 








40)—‘My Son’ (UA) and ‘Saps Sea’ | 


‘(UA). Holding house up to good 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Kildare’s Case’ 
(M-G) and ‘40 Mothers’ (M-G), 
average $4,200. 

Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-35-40) — ‘Johnny Apollo’ 
(20th) and ‘Jones Family’ (20th). 
Average $3,300. Last week, ‘Star 
Dust’ (20th) and ‘Diamonds’ (Par), 
$3,700. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500: 
| 30-35-40) —‘Mule Team’ (M-G) and 
‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G). Moved 
from UA and above par at $3.000. 
Last week, ‘Shooting High’ (20th) 





Buffalo Improves; 


King- Meet Again’ 
Far at $17,000 


Buffalo, May 14, 
(Best Exploitation: Buffalo) 


Downtown wicket numerals have 
taken on a healthier hue for the cur- 
rent chukker, with several spots dis- 
playing plenty of backbone. Majority 
of managements continue to hang 
out winners as screen lure and it 
looks as though duals have become 
regulation fare for rest of the sea- 


son, 

Wayne King is at the Buffalo with 
‘Til We Meet Again,’ but tally will 
be under recent comparative band 
figures. Outlook for ‘Doctor Takes a 
Wife,’ at Lafayette, is on rosy side. 
‘House Across the Bay’ is proving 
sturdy dish at Great Lakes, and 
‘Million B. C.’ is rolling along at nice 
lick at Hipp. 

Buffalo did smart exploitation 
stunt in connection with first local 
television demonstration at Edwards 
Department Store. Wayne King and 
the Tanner Sisters were televised 
and drew extensive reading and dis- 
play space. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Meet Again’ (WB) and Wayne 
King’s orch. Stage show is helping 
gross to fair $17,000. Last week, 
‘Buck Benny’ (Par), $12,500, fair. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—‘Across Bay’ (UA) and ‘Angel 
Texas’ (WB). Riding to neat $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Mule Team’ (M-G) and 
‘Jones Family’ (20th), very good 
$8,300. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Mil- 
lion B. CC.’ (UA) and ‘Opened Mis- 
take’ (Par). Over $7,000, ‘ood 
enough. Last week, ‘Castle Hudson’ 
(WB) and ‘Over Moon’ (UA), $6,500, 


fair. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—Doctor Wife’ (Col) and ‘Men 
Souls’ (Col). Should trap dandy 


$9,000. Last week, ‘Days Together’ 
(Col) and ‘Fugitive Large’ (Col), 
slow $6.000. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000; 
30-40)—‘Irene’ (RKO) and ‘For- 
gotten Girls’ (Rep) (2d wk). Sparse 
picking for six days at $5,000. Last 
week, glittering $11,000. 


Favorite Wife’ Hot 
$9,500, Tops Seattle 


(Best Exploitation: Orpheum) 


; Seattle, May 14. 

_ With the ‘showmanship drive’ get- 
ting into high, there is a slight biz 
improvement, but ‘nothing to rave 
about. The town is a bit too ex- 
cited over world affairs for sustained 
show going, although stellar attrac- 
tions are doing okay. 

Exploitation accolade goes to Or- 
pheum for ‘Dr. Cyclops’ 10,000 min- 
lature ‘newspapers,’ a facsimile of 
the Post Intelligencer front page, be- 
ing printed and distributed by Postal 
messengers in downtown offices and 
stores. Local gag thought out by 
Vic Gauntlett was to have Daily Star 
drama editor project himself into a 
miniature man, as ‘Cvclops’ does to 
his victims. Story and art in Star 
told of difficulties the tiny fellow 
had getting around town after the 
shrinking process made him 15 
inches in height. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Irene’ (RKO) and 
‘On Own’ (20th). Moveover from 
Fifth Avenue gar | good $2,100. 
Lest week ‘Apollo’ (20th) and ‘Ma’ 
(U), third week, $1,500, okay. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Young Edison’ (M- 
G) and ‘House Bay’ (UA) (2d run). 
Expect big $3,200. Last week 
‘Grapes’ (20th) and ‘Ghost Home’ 
(M-G), second run, $2.800, good. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 














green) (2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Favorite 
Wife’ (RKO) and ‘One Beautiful’ 
(M-G). Anticipates great $9,500. 





|Last week ‘Irene’ (RKO) and ‘On 
= (20th), second week, $4,500, 
| okay. 
| Liberty (J-vH (1,650; 21-32-42)— 
‘Million B.C.’ (UA) and ‘Over 
Moon’ (UA). Big ballyhoo an aid, 
and indicates good $5,500. Last week 
: ‘Husbands’ (Col) and ‘Convicted 
| Woman’ (Col), third week, $3,800, 
okay. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Bill Divorcement’ 


Neagle’s P.A. Helps ‘Irene’-Vaude 
.. Lead Frisco With Good $17,000 





(RKO). Getting only $1,000, ter- 
rible, in five days and being yanked. 
Last week ‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) 
and ‘Farmer’s Daughter’ (Par), sec- 
ond week, $2,300, fair. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 27-37-42) — ‘Dr. Cyclops’ 
(Par) and ‘Shooting High’ (20th). 
Anticipated ee enough $5,500 


thanks to bally. Last week ‘Alias 
Deacon’ (U) and ‘Isle Destiny’ 
(RKO), plus Marcus’ ‘la View 


Paree,’ big $8,200. 

Palomar (Sterlin) (1,350; 21-32-42) 
—Meet Again’ (WB) and vaude. 
Paci for good $5,000. Last week 
"Rancho Grande’ (Rep) and ‘Big 
(M-G), plus vaude, $4,600, 

ir, 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 27-37-42) — ‘Buck nny’ 
(Par) and ‘Honeymoon Deferred’ 
(U) (2d wk). Wonderful $6,500 in 
sight. Last week great $13,000. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32). 
Dark this week for renovations. 
Last week ‘Union Pacific’ (Par) and 
‘Granny Gun’ (WB), second run, $2,- 
100, good. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—Virginia City’ (WB) and ‘Oh 
Johnny’ (U) (2d run). Expect good 
$2,400. Last week ‘Cafe Hostess’ 
(Col) and ‘Women Secrets’ (Par), 
$2,500, good. 


Sun Clips Indpls. 
Dr. Wife’-'Girls’ 
Only Fair $8,000 


Indianapolis, May 14, 
(Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 

The gasoline merchants are getting 
the coin this week as the sunshine 
prompts people to take to the open 
road. Loew’s is only fair dualling 
‘Doctor Takes a Wife’ and ‘Two Girls 
On Broadway.’ Indiana is under 
expectations with ‘If I Had My Way’ 
and ‘Enemy Agent.’ Circle is doing 
okay with a holdover from the In- 
diana of ‘Buck Benny’ and ‘Opened 
By Mistake.’ Lyric has the red ink 
out with ‘Dark Command’ and vaude. 

Loew’s departed from the ex- 
ploitation sheet this week with a 
couple of unusual stunts. Girls 
passed out 5,000 capsules on ‘Doc- 
tor Takes Wife,’ inferring that pic 
would be a tonic. Also got hosiery 
window on main stem in one of 
town’s biggest department stores. 


Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—Buck Benny’ (Par) and 
‘Opened Mistake’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
Got first showing at Indiana. Okay 
$6,000 here. Last week, ‘Adventuress’ 
(20th) and ‘Blue Bird’ (20th), puny 
$4,200. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Had My Way’ @)) and ‘Enemy 
Agent’ (U). Crosby pic given the 
breaks in publicity, but disappointing 
at $7,000. Last week, ‘Buck Benny’ 
(Par) and ‘Opened Mistake’ (Par), 
very good $10,200. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400: 25-30-40) 
—‘Doctor Wife’ (Col) and ‘Girls 
Broadway’ (M-G). Just fair $8,000. 
Last week, ‘House Bay’ (UA) and 
‘Outsider’ (All), weak $6,000. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Dark Command’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Poor $6,500. Last week, ‘Stardust’ 
(20th) and ‘Folies d’Nuit,’ also in the 
red at $7,200. 











Propaganda Pix 


Continued from page 3 











captured world market because of 
their superior entertainment values. 

Cross-examined about profits of 
theatres, Gallagher quipped that he 
prefers to call it ‘absence of loss’ and 
that his dreams are haunted by 
demons chasing him with bottles of 
red ink. 





Canada’s Propaganda Slant 


Toronto, May 14. 
In order to eradicate any possi- 
bility of screen propaganda, all for- 
eign films, with the exception of 
French-mades, are banned, as an- 
nounced by chairman O. J. Silver- 
thorn of the censor board. ‘Jewish 
language films are not classed as for- 

eign,’ chairman Silverthorn states. 
Naively, his pronouncement omits 
any reference to American films as 
being ‘foreign,’ an item of interna- 
tional legality which, from the 
Dominion’s hands-across-the-border 
viewpoint, is understandable. Canada 
exhibits some 2,200 American-made 
features a year; some 50 Empire- 





made flickers, 


ad 





: San Francisco, May 14. 
‘Irene,’ with vaude at Golden Gate. 
is only new pic which will get good 
coin this week. Boosted by per- 
sonal appearance of Anna Neagle, 


it will e make $17,000. ‘Buck 
Benny,’ at Fox, topped all Market 
Street sses last week with $20,000 


and will hold to nice $12,000 in sec- 
ond week. 

It looks like ‘Rebecca’ will stick 
around for another two or three 
weeks at United Artists. It’s still 
going strong in eighth week at a 
little below $7,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Buck 
Benny’ (Par) and “Tear Gas Squad’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Should do okay 
$12,000. First week, excellent $20,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Irene’ (RKO) and vaude. Should 
~ nice $17,000. Last week, ‘Escape 

aradise’ (RKO) and vaude, poor 
$10,000. 

Srepeee (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)— 
‘My Way’ (U) and ‘Honeymoon De- 
ferred’ (U). Fair $11,000. Last 
week, “Doctor Wife’ (Col) and ‘Mu- 
sic Heart’ (Col), below average 
$6,500 in second week. 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 
—Double Alibi’ (U) and ‘Mule 
Team’ (M-G). Okay at $14.000. Last 
week, ‘Johnny Apollo’ (20th) and 
mee Dust’ (20th), move-over, nice 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 30-40) 
—Lost Horizon’ _(Col) (revival). 
May ‘do, $4,000, which is okay for 
this picture. ‘Dark Command’ (Rep) 
and ‘Angel Texas’ (WB), moveover, 
better than $4,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1.200; 35- 
55-75)—‘Rebecca’ (UA) (8th wk). 
Will pull nice $7,000. Last week, 
same figure. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)—» 
‘Florian’ (M-G) and ‘Grandpa Town 
(Rep). Very poor $8,000. Las 
week, ‘Saturday's Children’ (WB 
and ‘Son Navy’ (Mono), very poor 


TRENE’, $10,000, 
NICE IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, May 14. 

For the first time in many years 
all major houses have fresh ree 
leases. Trade in general is much 
better than last week, despite preve 
alence of summer temperature in 
first half. 

Current topper is ‘Buck Benny 
Rides Again,’ which is racking up a 
good Albee figure. Palace has a nice 
tugger in ‘Irene,’ and ‘Dark Com- 
mand’ is doing okay in the Shubert. 
Under par are ‘Over Moon’ at Capi- 
tol, ‘It All Came True’ at Keith's, 
and ‘Two Girls on Broadway’ at 
the Lyric. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Buck 
Benny’ (Par), eight days. Good 
$13,000. Last week, ‘40 Mothers’ 
(M-G), jerked after fourth day; 
$4,800, season’s worst for this stand. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42) — 
‘Over Moon’ (UA). Poor $3,500. 
Last week, ‘My Son’ (UA) (2d run), 
fair $4,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) — 
‘Missouri’ (Rep) and ‘Half Sinner’ 
(U), split with ‘Millionaire Playboy’ 
(RKO) and ‘Mercy Plane’ (BFR). 
Warm-weather level at $2,100, 
Ditto last week on ‘Viva Cisco Kid’ 
(20th) and ‘Making Eyes’ (U), di- 








vided with ‘British Intelligence’ 
(WB) and ‘Midnight Limited’ 
(Mono). 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 35-42) — 
‘Came True’ (WB). Slow $4.000. 
Last week, ‘House Across Bay’ (UA), 
very good $6,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Girls 
Broadway’ (M-G) N.s.g. $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ 
(RKO), six days, sad $2,400. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42) — 
‘Irene’ (RKO). Nice $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Cyclops’ (Par), sagged in last 
half to $9,000, fair. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 35-42) — 
‘Dark Command’ (Rep). Okav $4.800. 
Last week, ‘Rebecca’ (UA) (3d wk), 
neat $4,000. 


U Scribes Assigned 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Nine writing assignments were 
handed out at Universal over the 
weekend for early summer produc- 
tion. 

Scripters and their chores are: 
Fred Rinaldo and Robert Lees on 
‘The Invisible Woman’; George 








| O’Neill on ‘Back Street’; Sam Rob- 
| ins on ‘Mercy Squad’; Fred Mac- 
Isaac and Arch Heath on ‘The Green 
|Hornet Strikes Again,’ and George 
|Plympton and Basil Dickey on an 
untitled series, 
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War Fever Sloughs Philly, But Hubbies’ 


Nifty $15,800; ‘Divorcement’ N. G. 816 


a 





Philadelphia, May 14. 
(Best Exploitation: Boyd) 


With customers sticking close to | 
their radios to get the latest news 
on the war, b.0.’s are taking a shel- 
Jacking all along the line. Balmy 
weatner and the annual dogwood 
display at Valley Forge are also 
taking a huge slice out of the b.o. 

Only newcomer in the blue chips 
js ‘Too Many Husbands,’ which had 
the advantage of a smart exploita- 
tion campaign. A tieup was made 
with Philly Record, in which a con- 
test was held for the “Most Perfect 
Husband.’ For two weeks readers 
sent in pix and stories about their 
mates. The best 10 were chosen and 
were guests at a gala dinner at the 
Warwick hotel and at a broadcast 
ever KYW. s ; 

‘Saturday’s Children,’ ‘Blondie on 
a Budget’ and ‘Bill of Divorcement’ 
are taking the brunt of the licking. 








Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68) 
—Divorcement’ (RKO). Way below . 


Son’ (UA), good $8,100 for third | 


aren with $8,500. Last week | 
‘My 


week. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42-57) 
—‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) (3d run). 
Very poor $2,500. Last week ‘French 
Tears’ (Par) (4 days) and ‘Pinocchio’ 
(RKO) (3d run) (three days), 
totaled dismal $2,200. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Husbands’ (Col). Aided by heavy 
exploitation and good word-of- 
mouth, this comedy is garnering nice 
$15,800. Last week ‘Rebecca’ (UA), 
weakened in sixth lap to fair $8,800. 

Earle (WB) (2,758: 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Johnny Apollo’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Slowing up, but sti profitable $10,- 
200. Opening sesh hefty $16,700. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Buck Benny’ (Par) (2d wk). Drop- 
ping from sock initial week to fair 
$11,500. Opener snagged husky 
$17,300. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 
—My Son’ (UA) (2d run). Three 
weeks at Aldine hurting this run, 
netting fairish $4,300. Last week 
‘Meet Again’ (WB), shade over par 
with $4,100 for second run. 

Keith’s (WB) (1.970; 32-42-57-68)— 


‘Rebecca’ (UA) (2d run). Seventh 
week downtown still okay. $4,500. 
Last week, fair $4,200 for nd run 


of ‘Primrose’ (RKO). 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) 
—Saturday’s Children’ (WB). A 


cr $11,100 for Garfield’s latest ef- | 


ort. Last week ‘Doctor’s ; 
(Col) slumped steeply after nice 
start to a pallid $11,300. 


Stanton (WB) (1457: 32-42-57)— and word of mouth helping to large | 


‘Blondie Budget’ (Col) with ‘Lights 
Out in Europe’ 
Glowing reports on war document- 
ary film is failing to buoy ‘Blondie’ 
to more than poor $3,600. Last week 
‘Millior B.C.’ a neat $3,800 for five 
days of second sesh. 


DAYLIGHT CLIPS PROV; 
BEERY-CANTOR OK 106 








Providence, May 14. 
Daylight saving time is apparently 
inching theatres. -Attendance is 
ast approaching usual summertime 
lows. 

About the best grossers in town 
are ‘Buck Benny’, which is in its 
second week at the Strand, and ‘20 
Mule Team,’ at Loew’s State. RKO 
Albee was caught with a couple of 
horrors, ‘Return of the Frog’ and 


‘Demon Barber of Fleet Street,’ and | 
Switched today Tuesday to ‘Irene’ 


and ‘Alias the Deacon.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,300: 25-35-50)— 
Irene’ (RKO) and ‘Alias Deacon’ 
(‘U). Opened (14). ‘Return of 


Frog’ (Imp) and ‘Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street? (Imp) yanked after 
flop $3.009 five-day run. Last week. 
Had My Way’ (U) and ‘Enemy 
Agent’ (U), swell $7,200. 

Cartton (Fay-Loew) (1.400: 25-35- 


50)—‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G) and 
Florian’ (M-G) (2d run). Only s0- 
so 42.000. Last week, ‘Johnny 


Apollo’ (20th) and ‘Half Sinner’ (U) 
(2d run). fair $2,500. 


(Mayer-Burstyn). | 
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Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

© Fe WOME bciccckses $1,311,100 
(Based on 25 cities, 170 thea- 

re _—- first runs, including 





Total Gross Same Week 
| | Orr eer $1,375,600 
(Based on 24 cities, 167 theatres) 








DUNNE-GRANT: 


HOT 39,000 
IN K.C. 


Kansas City, May 14. 

Henry Busse’s band is at the Tower 
with a slightly altered admission 
price. House has operated since 
opening last fall at price of 25c at 
all times, but for this one has a 35c 
night top with 25c matinees. A for- 
mer stand of this band here at 40c- 
25c scale rang up a sturdy figure, 
and current date with ‘Viva Cisco 
Kid’ is ringing up best house has 
had under its present management, 

Star value of Tfrene Dunne-Cary 
Grant names pulling ‘My Favorite 
Wife’ at the Orpheum into the 
money and it will hold. Second fea- 
ture is just along for the ride. 

Unusual spring coolness continues. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 10- 
25-40) — ‘Adventuress’ (20th) and 
‘Western Stars’ (Par). Light pair 
and take slow $2,800. Last week, 
an Way’ (U), eight days, fair $3,- 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-25-40) 
-~—‘Kildare’s Case’ (M-G) and ‘Girls 
Broadway’ (M-G). So-so $7,300. 
Last week, ‘Doctor Wife’ (Col) and 
‘Over Moon’ (UA), $9.200, not bad. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—‘Buck Benny’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
Aided by sneak preview on Friday; 
$6,000 for current week good, fol- 
lowing opening week’s $9,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Cur- 
tain Call’ (RKO). Name value here 





$9,000 and holdover. Last week, 
‘Irene’ (RKO) and ‘Enemy Agent’ 
(U), satisfactory despite adverse no- 
tices at $6,700. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-25-35)— 
‘Viva Cisco Kid’ (20th) with Henry 
Busse and band on stage. Biggest 
stage name yet brought in by pres- 
ent management. Slight advance in 
admission will help to $9,200, strong. 
Last week, ‘On Own’ (20th) and 
vaude, average $6,000. 





| Downs. 


Uptown (Fox Midwest) (1,200: 10- | 


25-40)—‘Adventuress’ (20th) solo in 


-| contrast to usual Policy of day and | 


dating with Esquire. Mediocre $2.- 
600. Last week, ‘My Way’ (UV), 
eight days, got $3,500 as its share 
of day-and-date setup. 


COWBOY BENNY CLICKS 
IN MEMPHIS AT $7,000 


Memphis, May 14. 

The gun boys are doing all right in 
Memphis this week. Jack Benny’s 
current 
Rides Again,’ is setting the town a 
neat pace with its draw at the New 
Malco, with Tyrone Power's gang- 
land excursions ‘Johnny Apollo,’ not 
far behind at Loew's. 








Benny's natural lure is consider- | 30-40) - 


i ‘Opened Mistake’ (Par). 


ably hypoed here by the presence 


| of Rochester, who is bringing out the 


Fay's (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40) — | 
Tear Gas Squad’ (WB) and vaude. | 


lowing up and looks like fairish 

$4000. Last week, ‘Angel Texas’ 
(WB) and Maior Bowes’ ams on 
Stage, good $7.000. 


Negro trade in droves. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew's (Loew's) (2.600; 10-30-40) 
— Johnny Apollo’ (20th). Power- 
Lamour combine has their fans ex- 
cited, even though press notices 
were weak. 
Last week, ‘House Bay’ (UA), $4,500, 
weakish. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300: 10-30-40) 


| —'Academy Award Cavalcade’ (WB) 


iaiestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— | 


eect Again’ 
Awards.’ Pace fairly steady and 
heading for good $7,000. Last week. | 
All True’ (WB) and ‘On Own’. 
(20th). slow $5,000. 
a dtate (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50) — 
me Team’ (M-G) and ‘40 Mothers’ | 


for nice $10,000. Last week. ‘Girls 


Broadway’ ‘(M-G) 


and 


(WB) and ‘Academy | 


b Hit by pre-summer slump, | $7,000. 
ut Beery-Cantor still good enough | $5.200. good. 


and ‘Tear Gas Squad’ (WB). 


ture actually holding back featurette. | Deacon’ 


Lucky to nab $3,000. Last week 
‘Saturday's Children’ +WB), $3,200, 
poor. 


New Malce (Lightman) (2,800: 10- 
30-40)—’Buck Benny’ (Par). Matinee 
and night both good for mebbe fine 


Strand (Lightman) (1.000; 10-20- 


‘Florian’ 30)—‘Rancho Grande’ (Rep), three 


‘M-G), poor $8.000, one of stand's| days: ‘Half Sinner’ ‘U), two days; 


lowest fross in long time. 
Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 


uck Benny’ (Par) and ‘East Side | (2d 
Holding up! Playboy’ 


Kids’ (Mono) (2d wk). 
fairly steady for good $5,000, after 
Peppy $9,500 in first stanza. 


‘Zanzibar’ (U), two days. Fair week, 
$1,700. Last week ‘Singapore’ (Par) 
run), three days; ‘Millionaire 
(RKO), two days; ‘Men 
Without Souls’ (Col), two days; $1,- 


| 800, all right. 


shoot-’em-up, “Buck Benny | 


Should do good $6,500. | 


| 


| 
| 
' 


‘40 Mothers’ Okay 


$7,000 In Montreal. 





Montreal, May 14. 

New record is being established 
for 1,100-seater indie Orpheum cur- 
rently by playing ‘Rebecca’ for eight 
weeks. 

Outside of Eddie Cantor pic at 
Palace, nothing special at other 
houses. 

Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)—‘40 
Mothers’ (M-G). Good $7,000 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Buck Benny’ 
(Par), good $6,500. 

Capitel (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Dark Command’ (Rep) and ‘Ma’ 
(U). Not house for westerners, n.s.g. 


$4,009 likely. Last week, ‘Meet 
Again’ (WB) and ‘Cheers Irish’ 
(WB), fair $5,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— | 


‘Irene’ (RKO) (2d wk.). Fair $5,000 
after good $7,500 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Star Dust’ (20th) and ‘Free Blonde’ 
(20th). Pacing for just fair $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Black Friday’ (U) and 
‘Seven Gables’ (U), average $4,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Rebecca’ (UA) (8th wk.). Good $3,- 
000, after nice $3,500 last week, es- 
tablishing record run for house. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Plancher des Vaches’ 
(2d wk.). Pacing for $1,000, after 
good $1,200 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
25-34)—‘La Vie est Magnifique’ and 
‘L’Epervier.’ Liable to be down at 


fair $4,000. Last week, ‘Remontons | 
Champs Elysees’ and ‘Une Main aj 


Frappe,’ poor $3,400. 








BENNY, $7,000, 


FAIR IN DULL 
LVILLE 


Louisville, May 14. 

Downtown houses are 
along at a slow pace currently, with 
various factors contributing to the 
general letdown in business. Most 
important item looks to be just so-so 
product, next could be the races, 





and drawing well at 
Then a_ political speech 
|Saturday (11) at the Jefferson 
‘County Armory by Thomas E. Dewey 


|drew about 10,000, not helping the | 


| b.o’s. 
| *20 Mule Team’ is only fair at 
Loew’s State, as is ‘Buck Benny’ at 
| the Rialto. Other first-runs are under 
average. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brewn (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
| (1.000; 15-30-40) — ‘Favorite Wife’ 
| (RKO) and ‘Saint Takes’ (RKO). 
| Returning splendid take, after terrific 
|week at Rialto. Should cop fine 
$2,900. Last week, ‘My Son’ (UA) 
'and ‘Outsider’ (Col), average $1,700. 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— | 


‘Grapes’ (20th) and ‘Young Feel’ 
(20th). Pair showing some potency 
and indications are for okay $1,700. 
Last week, ‘Chickadee’ (U) and 
‘Vigil Night’ (RKO), picked up some 


} 


| 


| 30-40-55 )—‘Buck Benny’ 


which have had favorable weather | 


Churchill | 


| 


Pix As Much to Blame As Heat 


For Low L. A. Biz; ‘Kildare’, 13446- 





—_——- 


Flight’, $110, Swis’ OK 17156 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
Tels WOOk «... ck. cdeces $234,300 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
> ee $265,500 
(Based on 13 theatres) 








DET. SLUMPS; 


CROSBY FAIR 
$12,000 


Detroit, May 14. 

Business has petered out here 
again because of spring weather. 

After the Michigan got a terrific 
week with the Marxes, which 
marked the return of vaudeville in 
the first-runs, the Fox is looking 
ahead to its resumption of vaude 
with the Ted Lewis troupe on Friday 
(17). The occasional variety prob- 
ably will stir some lively b.o. during 
the sluggish months. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Dark Command’ (Rep) and ‘Dr. 
Wife’ (Col) (2d wk—2d run). Being 
milked here after having first-run at 
Fox. Expectations aren’t above 
9g after doing only $4,000 last 
week. 





55)—*My Way’ (U) and ‘Sky Patrol’ 





week, ‘Adventuress’ (20th) and /§ 
‘Shooting High’ (20th), dull $10,000. | 

Migaigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | 
(Par) and | 
‘Adventure Diamonds’ (Par). Look- | 
ing for nothing more than fair | 
$12,500. Last week, Marx Bros. revue | 
and ‘Seventeen’ (Par), showed | 


, (U). Crosby’s steady draw here may |. ; ° 
running | bring this up to fair $12,000. Last |~ Abe Lincoln 


Detroit 
with walloping $28,000. 
Palms- State 


really wanted vaudeville | : 
| dren 


(United Detroit). 


(3,000; 30-40-55 }—’Dr. Cyclops’ (Par) | 


and ‘Women Names’ (Par). This pair 
moved in Tuesday (7) to cut short 
| run of ‘Courageous Christian’ (RKO) 
j and ‘Meet Again’ (WB) (2d run). 
| Latter pair picked up $2,500 for four 
| days, with expectations of $11,000 on 
the 10 days for new pair. 
| United Artists 
| (2,000: 30-40-55)—‘20 Mule’ (M-G) 
| and ‘One Beautiful’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
| Looking for $6,000, after good $10,000 
| On first week. 





“BUCK BENNY’, $14,000, 


} nice Derby trade to register pleasing | 


| $1,600. | 
| DLeew’s State (Loew’s) (3.100; 15- | 
| 30-40)-—-‘Mule Team’ (M-G) and 
‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G). Rated tops 


in town by the critics. but biz will be 
just so-so. Looks 

opposish from the 
perfect weather. Probably 


pee-gees and 
$6.000, 


|! mild. Last week. ‘Doctor Wife’ (Col) 


and ‘One Beautiful’ (Col), managed 


| fair $7,000. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
| 15-30-40) — ‘Saturday's Children’ 
i (WB). Results are on the light side. 


Indications are for mild $2.800. Last 
week, ‘Meet Again’ (WB), light 
| $2.700. 


| good. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
-‘Buck Benny’ (Par) and 
Pulling the 
radio fans for probably $7,000, pretty 
Last week, ‘Favorite Wife’ 


| (RKO) and ‘Saint Over’ (RKO). on 


' 


| 
! 


| 
| 


Last week ‘Husbands’ (Col), 
| 


' 
i 
' 
! 
| 


eight days. with Irene Dunne, Ran- 
dolwh Scott and other personalities 
on hand for premiere, zoomed gross 
to swell $11.000 and moveover. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 


30-40)—‘Dark Command’ (Rep) and 


‘Curtain Call’ (RKO). Reflecting the 
feneral slow pace in all downtown 
houses. Sums un here to about 


Fea- | $3.000. medium. Last week. ‘Alias 


(U)> and ‘Zanzibar’ (U). 


pretty fair $3.300. 


Start on ‘Reuter’ Pic 


Hollywood, May 14. 

‘The Man from Fleet Street,’ a 
tale of the Reuter agency, forerun- 
ner of today’s news syndicates, went 
before the cameras at Warners with 
Edward G. Robinson playing the 
Reuter role. 

William Dieterle directs and Edna 
Best has the femme lead. 





.«e@ too much. 


BEST IN FAIR DENVER 


Denver, May 14. 
‘Buck Benny Rides Again’ 
smashing through at the Denham to 


is | 


(United Detroit) | 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Maybe it was the excessive heat 
over the weekend and maybe the 
lack »f outstanding film, but the 
first-runs are not breaking any rec- 
ords currently. Best grosses are be- 
ing piled up by the holdovers, ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ and ‘Rebecca.’ Only 
newcomer to click is ‘Swiss Family 
Robinson.’ 

New Hawaii theatre on Hollywood 
blvd. 1s the latest of the local first- 
runs, first to be built in Hollywood 
in past 10 years. Galston & Sutton, 
who have for some time operated 
the subsequent run Marcal, few 
blocks away, are operating the Ha- 
waii and are going to maintain first- 
run policy as long as product holds 
out. 

This Week's Estimates 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 83- 
1 10-1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (20th wk.). 
Holding up well despite’ heat and, 
unless biz takes a nosedive later in 
week, will probably hit big $10,500. 
‘Last week, very good $9,200. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75) —Kildare’s Case’ (M-G) 
and ‘Adventuress’ (20th). Looks 
pretty dismal at around $6,400. Last 
week, ‘Mule Team’ (M-G) and ‘Free, 
Blonde’ (20th), so-so $7,700. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Flight Angels’ (WB). This 
solo program just doing mildly and 
will be lucky to hit weak $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Saturday’s Children’ 
(WB) and ‘Man Nine Lives’ (U), 
just under $8,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30- 
40-55) —‘Rebecca’ (UA) (7th wk.). 
Continues in profit classification with 
| approximate $4,500 to be added cur- 
| rently. Last week brought lucrative 





Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- | $5 100. 


Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-40-55-75) 
(RKO) and ‘Cour- 
ageous Christian’ (RKO). Brand 
new house made an auspicious de- 
but and first full week brought close 
to $5,500, very good and resulting 
in initial bill being held over. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55) 
—‘Flight Angels’ (WB). Single bill 
program will be lucky to hit poor 
$5,806. Last week, ‘Saturday’s Chil- 
(WB) and ‘Man Nine Lives’ 
(U), okay $7.500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 


|‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Lady’ (Col), dual. Doing as 





;and ‘Adventuress’ 


good as could be expected against 
terrific heat and will likely get good 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Dr. Wife’ (Co)) 
(2d wk.) and ‘Millionaire Playboy’ 
(RKO), just fair $5,400. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—Buck Benny’ (Par) and _ stage 
show (3d wk.). Will wind up five 
day-third. week with excellent $9,- 
000, aided by several previews. Sec- 
ond week surprised with $15,000. 


RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-40-55)-— 
‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) and ‘Lone 
Wolf’ (Col) dual. Headed for neat 


$8,500. Last week, holdover of ‘Dr. 
Wife’ (Col) with ‘Escape Paradise” 
(RKO), not to be sniffed at $5,500. 

State (Loew’s-F-WC) (2,414; 30- 
40-55-75)—‘Kildare’s Case’ (M-G) 
(20th). Custom- 
ers not particularly interested in this 
brace so best in sight is brutal $7,- 


— lead town in coin. Film will | 000. Last week, ‘Mule Team’ (M-G) 
as lg . > e’ (RKO), ok 12,- 
Estimates for This Week — ae ee ee ree 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
| Meet Again’ (WB), after week at | 30-40-55)—‘Mule Team’ (M-G) and 
| Denver, and ‘Double Alibi’ (U). Fair |‘Johnny Apollo’ (20th). Holdover 


$3,500. Last week ‘My Son’ (UA) 
and ‘High School’ (20th), after week 


'of ‘Apollo’ 


with moveover of ‘20 
Mule Team’ helping biz to good $4,- 





at Denver, nice $4,000. 000. Last week. ‘Avollo’ and ‘One 
Broadway (Fox) (1.040; 25-35-40) Beautiful’ (M-G). slim $2,200 
—40 Mothers’ (M-G) and ‘Girls Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55) 
Broadway’ (M-G), after week at ‘Mute Tcom’ (M-G) (Ist wk.) and 
Orpheum. Fair $2,500. Last week | ‘Johnny Apollo” (20th) (2d wk.). 
‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) and ‘Ghost Should hit good $5.100. Last week, 
Home’ (M-G), after week at Or- ‘Anoallo’ and ‘One Beautiful’ (M-G), 
pheum, fzir $2,500. $4.309 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- aS 
40)—‘Buck Benny’ (Par). Smash 
$14,000 end hows. Last week 


‘Opened Mistake’ (Par) and ‘Come- 


Detroit Ams 











die Francaise’ unit, fire $12,500. : 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— Continued trom page § 
‘Johnny Apollo’ (20th) and ‘Free. bands brought on a ‘Battle of the 
cient ag vg ale A a et | Bands,’ a Sunday elimination con- 
econ? (WB) witto ” nBe" test which overflowed the place with 

‘ : , their rooters and = swing-conscious 
niece aa wa Gee ae customers. It gave him a_ big 
morrow’ (RKO). Fair at $8,000. | Matinee. ' 

Last week ‘Mothers’ (M-G) and In fact that is only a sample of 
‘Girls Broadway ‘'(M-G), fairish how the amateurs kept building up 
$7,000. the already overflow crowds. Even 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— with one band selected, Barbaro 
, ‘Million B.C. (UA) and ‘Tear Gas’ found himself with such a wealth of 
' Squad’ (WB). Nice $4,000. Last. young talent that he pushed back his 
week “Mice Men’ (UA) and ‘Saps customary name attractions and ran 
Sea’ (UA), nice $4,500. a week of amateurs, to overflow 

Rialto (Fox) (25-40)—‘My Son’ “crowds, to determine an eventual 
(UA), after week at each the Den- | winner. Instead of winding up with 
ty ,and Aladdin, and Three-Mile | just an act he had to take over the 
Limit’ (Col). Fair $1,700. Last | ? ; i ar : 
week ‘It’s Date’ (U), after a week | @mateurs for a solid week. which 


at each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Grarmy Gun’ (WB), okay $2,000. 


wasn't only a philanthropy but most 
profitable. 
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“The Picture 

of the Month— 
a great 
achievement!” 


says 
Redbook 
Magazine 














From the play by Thoraton Wilder: 


.  dtersins ‘WILLIAM HOLDEN * MARTHA SCOTT 


with FAY BAINTER - BEULAH BONDI - THOMAS MITCHELL 
. GUY KIBBEE - STUART ERWIN * FRANK CRAVEN 


Directed by SAM WOOD (“Goodbye Mr. Chips") Reteused thru UNITED ARTISTS 
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-Back-to-Barnum Ballyhoo Urged 


By WB's Silver; Theatres-Exchanges 


Albany, May 14. | Finfeld East After Stop 





Transfer of the western district | 
headquarters of Warners’ N.Y. State 
theatres from Jamestown to Elmira, 
effective June, was announced by 
gone manager Moe Silver at a meet- 
ing of managers in Buffalo last week. 
House managers from Albany, Troy 
and Utica gathered here Tuesday 
(4) for a_ similar pre-summer 
confab. Ralph Crabill, western dis- 
trict manager, will shift his offices 
to the Strand, Elmira. That is a 
second-run house, Warners having 
two Elmira first runs, the Keeney 
and the Regent. The main upstate 
offices as well as the eastern district 
headquarters will continue to be 





In So. Bend on ‘Rockne’ 


Charlie Einfeld due in New York 
after stops at South Bend, Ind., to 
see members of the family of the late 
Knute Rockne and Rev. John Cav- 
anaugh on ‘Life of Knute Rockne.’ 

Warners’ publicity-ad chief will 
stay east through the company’s two 
sales conventions, one in Pittsburgh, 
the other Chicago. 


$100-Plate ‘Lil Russell’ 








maintained in Albany. Charles A. 


Smakwitz is district manager in this | 


alf. 
In Buffalo, Silver stressed the im- 


oo, especially during the warm 
period. He declared that a serious 


ortance of exploitation and bally~ | 


shortage of product is already evi- ' 


dent and that it will grow more 
acute during the coming months. 
He, therefore, called for a revival of 
‘tried and true attention-getting 
stunts’ and ‘back to Barnum’ bally- 
hoo. Necessity for even stricter 
operating economy was also under- 
lined by Silver. In a telegram, gen- 


Dinner Will Benefit 
Variety Club’s Camp 


Pittsburgh, May 14. 

Variety Club’s pet charity, Camp 
O'Connell, summer spot for under- 
privileged boys, will get the pro- 
ceeds from $100 a plate dinner being 
tossed at William Penn hotel tonight 
(14) as part of two-day fete in con- 
nection with eastern world preem 
of ‘Lillian Russell.’ Alice Faye and 








eral manager Joe Bernhard called 
upon the managers to increase rather , 
than slacken their pace, to keep up| 
grosses. Jules Curley, advertising- | 
publicity director; James P. Faugh- 
nan, contact manager, and Max'! 
Friedman, chief booker, were others 
from Albany office who attended the | 
Buffalo meeting. 

Managers handling 13 
were present. 

Refinancing of Palace’ theatre 
building has been undertaken by | 
Copia Realty Corp. N. Y., with! 
recording in local county clerk’s 
office of a $500,000 mortgage from 
Copia to Equitable Life. A mortgage 
for $800,000 from Copia to. the| 
Prudence Securities, Inc., has been. 
subordinated to the new one, accord- 
ing to papers filed at same time. 
Amount due on this mortgage, ob- 
tained in August, 1931, was approxi- ! 
mately $580,800, as of March 1, 

New mortgage carries 5% interest. 
It is to be liquidated at rate of 
$4,333.33 a month, over a 10-year 
period beginning July 1. Neile F. 
Towner, Albany attorney, filed the 
mortgage papers. The Palace, pro- 
jected by RKO interests. before the 
stock market crash in the fall of 1929 
but not completed until 1931, is the 
largest theatre in this area. It has 
several ground floor stores. Fabian 
chain is present lessee as well as of 
RKO Proctor’s Schenectady, another 
big theatre built a little later. 

Foy’s S. D. House Opening 
San Diego, May 14. 

Thursday (16) set as opening date 
for remodeled Savoy recently ac- 
quired by Bryan Foy. Natives are 
getting taste of Hollywood exploita- 
tion re opening of vaudfilmer, pub- 
licity stories claiming ‘electrical 
effects will rival those of Radio City 
Music Hall.’ 


theatres 








Shea Passes Along ic Tax 
Dover, O., May 14. 


Effective immediately Shea’s Bex- ' 


ley and State here and the Union at 
New Philadelphia passed along the 
lc state amusement tax to patrons. 
Tax previously had been included in 
the regular 25, 30 and 35c admission. 
‘For years we have been absorbing 
this tax, paying it out of our own 
pocket, a burden of 3% on our 
receipts,’ the Shea explanation said. 
few Ohio theatres have been so 
senerous, none in the larger cities. 
ith the rising cost of Hollywood 
Product we are forced to make a 
slight adjustment in our prices.’ the 
newspaper announcement asserted. 





Pitt Fulton’s Pix Shortage 
Pittsburgh, May 14. 
Shortage of product will again 
close the Fulton, Shea-Hyde first- 


runner, for several weeks this sum- | 


mer, Shuttering expected to take 
Place first of month, with reopening 
hardly likely before middle of 
August. Fulton gets only one-third 
Of 20th-Fox product and 50% of 
Universal locally but has u2en luckier 
han usual this year, drawing lot of 
lms from Loew-WB pool on ac- 
Count of product jam produced by 
nine-week engagement of ‘Gone’ at 
arner. During shutdown, John 
alsh, house manager, will serve as 


vacation relief man over the Shea- | 


Hyde circuit. 

_ Former Congressman Joseph Gray, 

veteran exhibitor of nearby Spangler, 

's Democratic nominee for spot he 
(Continued on page 24) 


Edward Arnold will be guests of 
honor at feast, which Jacques Bus- 
tanoby is supervising. He catered 
the original $100 spread Diamond 
Jim Brady tossed for Lil Russell at 
New York’s old Cafe des Beaux Arts. 

While visiting newspapermen will 
be on the cuff for the expensive eats, 
committee expects to dispose of ‘at 
least 100 tickets at the advertised 
price to civic and social leaders, with 
20th-Fox and Alvin theatre, where 
premiere will take place tomorrow 
(Wed.), sharing all the expense and 
turning entire proceeds over to boys’ 


' camp. 


John Harris, head of Harris 
Amusement Co., will fly stars from 
Hollywood to Pittsburgh today on 
special planes, and out-of-town fire- 


'men are all expectéd in this morn- 
|ing. They'll be quartered at the 


William Penn hotel and leave Pitts- 
burgh couple of hours after film’s 
first showing. 


CANADIAN BRANCH OF 





PIC PIONEERS STARTS 


Toronto, May 14. 
First meeting of the Canadian Pic- 


' ture Pioneers was observed at the 


Royal York hotel without fanfare, 
idea being that it was a private 
party. Sole qualification for mem- 
bership is 25 years connection with 
the picture industry. 

Membership of the CPP in Canada 
is 125, all holding copper cards. 
| Emcee of the proceedings and one 
of the nabobs of the film industry 
in Canada was J. J. Fitzgibbons, v.p. 
and director of theatre operations 
for F. P.-Canadian. Banquet was 
staged before the replica of an old- 
time nickelodeon of a quarter-cen- 
tury ago. Advertising drop curtain 
was loaned for the occasion by Mrs. 
Bessie Moore of the Grimsby. the- 
atre, only woman associate of Can- 
ada’s film industry willing gnough 
to reveal that age which makes her 
eligible for membership in the CPP. 


Wanger Puts Over Bally 
On UA Conventioneers 


Walter Wanger easily copped top 
exploitation laurels at the United 
Artists convention in New York this 
week. With interest in war develop- 
ments at fever pitch, he had a United 
Press teletype printer machine in- 
stalled in the Waldorf-Astoria just 
outside the door of the convention 
meeting room. 


ger’s ‘Foreign Correspondent,’ with 
just a cut-out space through which 
conventioneers could see the machine 
to read latest news. 


‘portant dispatches from United 
| Press also were mimeographed and 
passed around on special ‘Foreign 
| Correspondent’ letterheads. 


wee 


Built around it was | 
a large frame board plugging Wan- | 


Several times during each day im- | 


BINGO, BOWLING 
IND BASEBALL 


231 Bingo Parties in Month 
Drew 270,164 and $212,- 
945 in Receipts—$161,429 
Net Profit / 


—_—__. 


OTHER WOES 








Cincinnati, May 14. 
Biggest b.o. buckers of cinema biz 
in this burg are bingo, baseball and 
bowling. How to offset this competi- 
tion and win back patronage is some- 
thing Ciney exhibitors can’t figure 


moters of the three b’s are going 
right ahead in building receipts. 
Police Chief Eugene Weatherly, 
whose department dishes out permits 
and keeps tab on bingo parties, re- 
ported last week that April set all- 
time record highs for attendance and 
gross receipts for these number-cov- 
ering sessions. He reported that there 
were 231 sanctioned bingo parties 
during the month, with attendees 
numbering 270,164 and receipts total- 
ing $212,945. Prizes, limited by a 
city ordinance, amounted to $51,515, 
jleaving net profits of $161,429 for 
| sponsors. Average cost per player 
was 59.8c. Previous record bingo 
;month was last November. 
| Night games and rise of the Reds 
| last season to National League cham- 
| pions are not the only factors that 
; upped the club’s draw on the home 
| lot in 1939 to slightly above the mil- 
|lion mark for full admissions. That’s 
'an all-time peak here. Besides those 
/attendees there were close to 130,000 
'femme rooters who were allowed re- 
|duced fees of 25c for ladies’ days. 
About 50,000 boys belonging to the 
| Knothole Club were permitted to see 
| several games free last year. Gratis 
{treatment also was extended boys 
— girls who serve on public, pa- 
rochial and private schools’ traffic 
| patrol squads. 





| Same setup for ladies’ days, Knot- | 


, hole and school patrol kids goes this 
' season. 
| Night Games Hurt Lot 
Twilight and night games under 
|lights on municipal fields, with no 
| admission charges, are conducted for 
softball leagues in all parts of town. 
hey draw many thousands at nights 
during the warm weather. 

Also making a bid for juve inter- 
est, with an eye to creating new cus- 
tomers for coming years, are bowling 
alley operators. Like theatres, new 
bowling alleys are built along deluxe 
| lines, with air conditionnig to breach 





|the heretofore gap of summer idle- | 


| ness. Latest stunt is dishing out of 
; cards to school children for one free 


| bowling game during the afternoons | 


| and on Saturday mornings. Some 
|alleys follow up by letting kids roll 
a game for a nickel during the lull 
|periods. Experience thus far has 
|been that many of these juves lure 
|dad and mom to the alleys at nights 
land on Sundays, with the parents 
also taking to bowling. 
i In face of the steadily growing op- 
|position from bingo, baseball and 
| bowling, exhibs are building more 
theatres, both downtown and in the 
suburbs. In the past year six new 
nabes have been opened. The old 
Grand is being replaced by a mod- 
ern cinema on the same Vine street 
i site. It will be ready within a month 
or so and operated again by RKO. 
A smallie, to be operated by [ke Lib- 
son, is being built on the old Sixth 
‘and Walnut site of the Times-Star by 
the Taft estate, owners of the paper. 
Something new in the way of a 
combined biz-builder for nabes is 
under way at present. It is a hi-li 
| contest for boys and girls under 16 
and is being conducted in 23 theatres 
on different nights. Prizes ate $200 
in cash, four bicycles, 200 wool 
sweaters and 600 other merchandise 


awards. Stunt is promoted by the 
|Times-Star on an ad-participation 
| basis. 





Pennsy’s Bingo Ban 

Philadelphia, May 14. 

| Bingo and bank nights making 

their last stand in this territory in 
(Continued on page 18) 


out. In the meantimé, however, pro- | 
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B'S BIFF CINCY’S B.O. 





Ratio Source Better Than Film on 


} 
| 


| 








Hollywood, May 14. 
Seven towns named Syracuse 
i have put in bids for the world 
premiere of Universal's ,‘The 
Boys From Syracuse.’ Bids come 
from seven states, New York, 
Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, Kansas, 
| Nebraska and Utah. 
Original Syracuse was a big 
town in ancient Greece. 


| All Have Boys? | 
| 








Fizdale Pressagentry 
To Aid Par on More — 
Pub-Bally Campaigns, 





Following its publicity-exploitation 
contract to handle ‘Dr. Cyclops,’ re- | 
cently released, a deal has been made 
by Paramount with Tom Fizdale, | 
Inc., to serve as an Outside agency, 
augmenting Par’s own forces, in the | 
merchandising and publicizing of ad- 
ditional films. Under the new ar- | 
rangement Fizdale wiil tie in more | 
directly in the handling of the larger | 
| pictures. No set number of films is | 

understood to have been designated, | 
| this being dependent apparently on | 
| the product. 
| Expected that Fizdale will work on 

‘Down Went McGinty,’ ‘Way of All 
Flesh’ and possibly ‘Safari’ as start- | 

ers. These are on the current (’39- 
| 40) season, just coming up for re- 
| lease. | 
| In making an official statement 
| concerning retention of Fizdale by | 
| Par to augment the company’s own 
department, Bob Gillham said that 
‘in the production and distribution 
of approximately 50 pictures each | 
year it is not always possible to give 
certain unusual pictures the extra 
publicity impetus which these indi- 
vidual pictures deserve. By assign- 
ing Fizdale, Inc., to assist our own 
staff men in intensive drives on these 
' occasional pictures we feel sure that 
| we can add materially to the box- 
| office results on these particular pro- 
| ductions without disturbing the care- 
| fully-geared machinery of our com- 
| pany organization in the handling of 
| the bulk of our product.’ 

Details of the Fizdale arrangement 
will be announced at the Par con- 
| vention. Gillham also stated that 
| the ad budget for ’40-41 would be 
| the largest in the company’s history. 


‘INVOLUNTARY BKPTCY. 
PETITION VS. MARTINA 


Buffalo, May 14. 

An involuntary petition in bank- 
ruptcy against Charles V. Martina, 
former operator of the Empire, 
| Syracuse, was filed in Federal court 
here this week. The petitioning 
| creditor is the Funda Construction 
Co., which charges that there is an 
unpaid balance of approximately 
$4,000 on a $13,000 contract with 
Martina for remodeling the Empire. 
The petition was filed, according to 
Funda, because Martina within the 
past few months disposed of assets 
by transferring his one-sixth interest 
in the Martina Circuit to relatives. 

The Martina Circuit operates the- 
atres in Albion, Mt. Morris, Middle- 
port, Cuba, Phelps and Syracuse. He 
resides at Albion, N. Y. 














| 


‘Clemmer W’k’ Honors 
Dean of Seattle Mgrs. 


Seattle, May 14. 
For Managers’ Week of the show- 
manship drive in this locale, the big- 
gest stunt is devised for Jim Clem- 
mer, Fifth avenue manager, and 
dean of this town’s showmen. 
The week selected 422-28), coin- 
| cides with his 32d year in show biz 
in Seattle. Plenty of cooperative 
| publicity by the newspaper boys, 
| radio and in the ads of some business 
houses, is being arranged to put over 
i the ‘Clemmer Week.’ | 


Glossies of Newcomer Screen Players 


Publicity head for a major picture 


_ distributing company remarked last 


week that smalltown newspapers ars 
more inclined to print photos of film 


' stars received from a radio source 
/ than when they are sent in by the 


film producers themselves. It’s a 
phenomenon, said the film exec, that 
has puzzled him for some time. 

He declared that simple logic 
would favor the picture element 
since the smalltown papers get rev- 
enue from local exhibitors, whereas 


| radio is patently advertising com- 


petition to them, but experience has 


| shown that the chances of a new star 


getting the breaks from smalltown 
papers are best when the caption ou 
back of the photo refers to the per- 
sonality’s tieup with some radio pro- 
gram. One agency p.a. answered a 
query on the same subject by opining 
may be due to the circumstance that 


, radio has done more cultivating of 


smalltown papers by the release 
route than have the film companies. 





Sears Roebuck Trying 


Coupon Giveaways In 
6 Philly Nabe Spots 


Philadelphia, May 14. 
Sears, Roebuck & Co., largest re- 
tailers in the United States, will 
launch a new advertising and pro- 
motion campaign next month by 
means of theatre-giveaways. The 
plan—marking the first time a firm 


| of this size and reputation of Sears 


has taken to gimmicks—will take the 
form of ‘merchandise certificates’ to 
be given away free in theatres on 


| the same basis as the present dish, 


book and silverware premiums. 

The coupon-giveaway scheme will 
begin in six Philly indies on June 3. 
If it proves successful in month’s 


| trial, Sear& will introduce it in cities 


all over the country. The coupons, 
in denominations of 1c to 5c will be 
redeemable in all Sears retail stores, 
or for payment on purchases made 
by mail via the Sears catalog. 

‘ This is the way it will work: Ex- 
hibitors participating in the plan 
will purchase the coupons from Sears 
at face value. The company in re- 
turn will pay for all advertising and 
promotion of the plan—buying space 
in newspapers, plugging ‘it over its 
radio programs, its mail advertising, 
ete. The size of the coupon will'de- 
pend on the strength of the film fea- 
tured on the coupon days. 

E. J. Nunn, Sears official in charge 
of the plan, said at least 20 other the- 
atres had applied, but the initial test 
would be limited to only a half dozen 
houses. 

A similar coupon plan has been 
tried here on a small scale by small 
neighborhood merchants with varied 
SUCCESS, 


STICKUP ENCORE AT 
B’WAY CAPITOL, DET. 


Detroit, May 14. 

Twice within four days the Broad- 
way Capitol, in downtown Detroit, 
was robbed. Just before the box- 
office was closed Saturday (4) after 
part of the proceeds had been sent to 
the office a lone bandit took $50 from 
Dorothy Rudine, one of the cashiers. 

A repeat performance came on 
Tuesday (7) when another bandit 
did better, getting $175 from the 
other cashier, Vera Parnette, by 
dropping in earlier, at 8:30 p.m. 





What’s Cooking? 


Calgary, Alberta, May 14. 

Latest stunt at the Capitol thea- 
ire here is a cooking school, to run 
45 minutes at the afternoon show 
every Wednesday during the sum- 
mer in conjunction with the regular 
film fare, 

At the close of each lecture, a 
hamper of merchandise is given 
away. 
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United Front by Exhibs, Distribs Held 
Solution to Survival of Aussie Filmdom 


—_—— 





Sydney, April 24. 

Pic leaders here have declared 
that distribs and exhibs must unite 
if the industry is to survive in Aus- 
tralia. Leaders point out that be- 
cause of the war political interfer- 
ence is set to deal a k.o. blow to the 
film biz, firstly with a coin freeze, 
intimated to extend to 50%, and 
secondly with possibility of a prod- 
uct restriction, which, if coming into 
play, would positively force many 
theatres to close within a few weeks. 

Film Council of Australia, headed 
by Charles Munro, of the Hoyts 
chain; Sam Snider, Snider-Dean, and 
Dan Carroll, Carroll-Musgrave, is 
still endeavoring to work with U. S. 
distribs in presenting a united front 
to the government covering the 
acute situation presently prevailing. 
Recently, the F. C. offered to work 
with the U. S. distribs on presenta- 
tion of case to government in con- 
nection with case of proposed coin 
freeze and the restriction problem. 
The Motion Picture Distribs Assn., 
however, informed F. C. that it 
would prefer to present own case 
to the government on coin position, 
intimating that exhib cooperation 
was not desired. 

Tough Proposition 

Insiders, watching the various po- 
litical plays in respect to the pic 
field, aver that dhe distribs are up 
against a tough proposition in at- 
tempting to buck the government on 
a coin freeze, and that elimination 
of past bitterness with exhibs, cul- 
minating .in a joining of forces, 
would be the only sane way to over- 
come the headaches now facing both 
sides on political moves. 

Sam Snider, acting as contact of- 
ficer between exhibs and govern, 
mental officials, has been a big fac- 
tor in trying to prevent U. S. prod- 
uct restrictions, which has for its 
purpose conservation of the dollar 
exchange. Snider has been in con- 
stant huddles with Sir Ernest Fisk, 
economic adviser to the government, 
and it’s now believed that the gov- 
ernment will not presently impose 
an import cut. 

Naturally, with the imposition of 
a heavy coin freeze on distribs, lo- 
cal exhibs see a curtailment of 
product by Hollywood to offset loss- 
es on minor pix, meaning that while 
distribs would take the knock on 
the coin angle, exhibs,; in turn, 
would be hard put to secure enough 
product to keep their theatres open. 
50% Freeze Starts 

confirmation that 





Official 
U. S. distributors’ 


in New York this week. 

No plan for freezing U. S. revenue 
secured from 
in Canada has been approved by the 


latter, according to latest word at | 
Suggested coin freeze | 


homeoffices. 
in Canada might follow the 50% 
plan of Great Britain. 


Show Biz Socked Hard 
By Aussie Coal Strike; 





?> 


Aus- | 
tralia was starting to freeze 50% of | 
net profit ob- 
tained in that country was received | 


distributing pictures | 





ANTIPS’ COMEDY TREND 


Morale Uplift Behind Pictures With 
Lighter Touch 








Sydney, April 24. 

Film boxoffice trend in Australia 
appears to be toward light comedy 
and musicals, which is consistent 
with the morale uplift going on 
elsewhere in the kingdom. 

Before the war, musicals were 
practically taboo, with action films 
the rage. 


23 U. S$. FILMS 
UNDER BRITISH 
COIN QUOTA 


Seven major companies that will 
be most affected by the monetary 
quota provisions okayed by Great 
Britain will have had to produce 23 
quota features in England from 
April 1 last to March 31, 1941. This 
contrasts with some 56 quota fea- 
tures that were required under the 
former method. 

Actual compilation for the seven 
majors (Universal is the lone excep- 
tion among the majors, it fills its 
requirements via the British corpo- 
ration representing it in England) has 
been set, via the Hays office, based 
on the number of pictures sent to 
Great Britain for distribution this 
year. 

Under the monetary stipulations 
the following will be _ produced: 
Metro, 4; Paramount, 3; Warner 
Bros., 4; RKO, 3; 20th-Fox, 4; Co- 
lumbia, 3, and Unitéd Artists, 2. 

Majors are satisfied that the 
| monetary arrangement, running con- 
currently with the remainder of the 
; Old requirements, will solve difficul- 
| ties confronting them in England 
|}under wartime conditions. Concen- 
| tration on only a few features, for- 
|eign department officials say, will 
|cut down risks in production caused 
| by delays necessitated this time par- 
| ticularly by war emergencies. 














Nazi Invasion Balks New 
Pix in Holland, Belgium 


Nazi invasion of Belgium and Hol- 
|Jand has halted all American pic- 
| ture openings in those countries’ key 
| cities. Recent cables from Amster- 
| dam informed RKO that ‘Abe Lin- 
coln in Illinois’ was being opened 
there shortly with the cooperation 
| of the government, which rated the 
| picture a cultural film, with this ex- 
| tending even to a reduction in the 
federal boxoffice tax so that the pic- 
ture would be shown 100%. 
| Picture had been set to open in | 
| Brussels May 24 at the Beaux Arts 





100,000 Jobs Affected ra tans orcs Ge 





Canberra, April 24. 
Commonwealth-wide coal strike is 
smashing show biz. Exhibs particu- 
larly are hard put to keep theatres 
open, finding boxoffices cooling as 
the public restricts its entertain- 
ment. 
Over 100,000 jobs are affected. 
Cabled reports from Australia in- 
dicate a partial settlement of the 





‘coal strike, but there are still a feW | 


points causing much wrangling. 


Ray Johnston Huddles 





| Retirement,’ Denham has directed a 
Geil of London Pathe. number of pictures in England, the | minister. 
; ‘Lion Has Wings,’ ‘All Quiet on West- 


‘ern Front’ and ‘The Road Back’ were 





W. Ray Johnston, Monogram pres 
ident, returned east Saturday (11) 
for huddles with William Gell, gen- 
eral manager of Pathe, Ltd., London, 
who docked on this side about a 
week ago, 

In addition to discussing the for- 
eign situation generally, Johnston 
and Gell are expected to thoroughly 
consider the problems ostensibly to 


be faced in connection with 1940-41. 


product in English possessions. 
Pathe, Ltd., under a long-term deal 
negotiated last year, handles the 
distribution of all Mono product in 
Britain, 


been arranged for King Leopold. 


‘Reg Denham, English | 
Dramatist, May Go Pix | 


Reginald Denham, co-author of 
‘Ladies in Retirement,’ at the Miller, 
land ‘Suspect,’ at the Playhouse, | 
| N.Y., is mulling a Hollywood writing 
| offer. However, a hitch is that he | 
' wants to include a directing assign- 
ment in the contract. Probably noth- 
ing will be decided until he goes to 
the Coast in the next five or six 
weeks for a sightseeing-business | 
visit. He’s never been there before. 
Besides staging the London and 
Broadway productions of ‘Ladies in 


| la.’ being ‘Blind Folly,’ a George 
Smith production with Lilli Palmer 
and Clifford Mollinson, for RKO re- 
lease. It was completed last fall 
just after. the war broke out. 
Author-director is outlining a play 
| with a New York background, and 
will write it independently of Ed- 
ward Percy, his collaborator on 
‘Ladies’ and ‘Suspect.’ If he com- 
pletes it in time he may produce it 
in New York on his own, having 
‘already lined up financing. If his 
own play isn’t ready by then he 
hopes to produce a play by some 
other author or do an outside staging | 
| job for another manager. 


| a fee. 


LAG IN U.S. DELIVERIES 
SNAGS AUSSIE EXHIBS 


Sydney, April 24. 

Ace exhibs are becoming worried 
over slowness in delivery of product 
from Hollywood. Current situation, 
exhibs say, is similar to the dead 
spot that happened during the first 
two weeks of the war. In some 
cases, and in order to maintain 
screen dates, product has had to be 
rushed from ships and through the 
censors as quickly as possible, es- 
pecially in the city spots, as pic 
vaults became almost empty. 

Fault appears to be with the Hol- 
lywood production units; boats still 
run regular schedules from the Pa- 
cific coast to this center, but supplies 
coming forward are not as consis- 
tent as formerly. Exhibs declare 
that unless a production speedup 
comes into play in the very near 
future, then trouble looms ahead for 
exhibs operating in-*the top city 
spots. 

It has been suggested by some 
exhibs that the Hollywood producers 
are deliberately slowing down on 
shipments to Australia in order to 
secure a wipeout of the 25% right 
of rejection on U. S. fare now in 
operation and, too, in respect to the 
heavy coin freeze looming by the 
Federal government to conserve 
dollar exchange. MPDA definitely 
nixes any such suggestion, intimat- 





See Spanish-Language Pix as Solution 
To the Foreign Product Slack in U.S. 





| PROMISE TO BEHAVE 


Gov't Lifts Padlock When Theatre 
Soft-Pedals Political Gags 








Mexico City, May 14. 

Teatro Lirico here, historic reyue 
house, was closed for four days by 
the municipal government as chas- 
tisement for near audience riots over 
political gags of actors that became 
more and more frequent, 

Shuttering was lifted when the 
management promised to soft-pedal 
politics. 


LATEST HITLER 
MOVES SOCK 
LONDON B.0. 











ing that the Hollywood producers 


are doing their utmost on product | 


London, May 14. 
London show biz, which had been 


continuance in respect to this terri- experiencing an approach to nor- 


tory. 


Geo. Black’s Need for Air 
Names, Due to Foreigner 
Void, Leads to BBC Truce 


London, May 1. 

It took a war to make peace be- 
tween George Black and the British 
Broadcasting Corp. 

Black has always been opposed to 
any of his talent going on the air, 
with his contracts specifically stating 
‘no broadcast,’ and many an artist 
who broke this law was given the 
go-by. Due to shortage of foreign- 
ers, especially Americans, Black has 
had to resort to radio names who in- 
sist they continue occasional ether- 
ing, contract or no contract with 
Black. Result is Black has had to 
extend the olive branch both to 
radio names and the BBC. 

Now such names as Flanagan and 
Allen, Vic Oliver, Bebe Daniels and 
Ben Lyon, Max Miller,: Pat Kirk- 
wood, Clifford and Marion, George 
Formby, Arthur Askey, Jack Warner 
and Stinker Murdoch, all under con- 
tract to Black, and even such ‘bands 
as Henry Hall’s, are being aired 
regularly. Even ‘Garrison Theatre,’ 
the Jack Hylton show, which comes 








malcy during the past few months, 
slithered again during the past week 


Among the hardest to be hit is legit, 
with four revues and two playe hav- 
ing posted closing notices. 

Coming on the heels of this most 
recent Nazi surge is unfortunate for 
four new shows including George 
Bernard Shaw’s 50th play, ‘In Good 








King Charles’ Days,’ which last sum- 
mer had a tryout at the Malvern 
Festival. Reception at the preem to 
the comedy dealing with Charles II 
was approximately the same as ac- 
corded it last summer. It’s a plot- 
less piece, being warmly praised at 
its opening Thursday (9) at the New 
theatre for its clever dialog. 


At the Garrick, a-twice-nightly 
revival, ‘By Pigeon Post,’ a spy play 
about the last war, showed itself 
to be as timely as its original pre- 
sentation. Opening night (10) au- 
dience gave it a rousing response. 

Jack Hylton’s radio revue, ‘Gar- 
rison Theatre,’ though sparsely tal- 
ented, looked like a money winner 
in its debut at the Palladium last 
night (Monday). The show’s radio 


presentation of ‘Present Arms,’ with 
cast mainly recruited from vaude. 





to the Palladium for a run, opening 
May 14, will be broadcast each week | 
from the theatre, with guest artists | 
injected every week to vary the| 
program. 

This sudden friendliness between | 
the BBC and Black is already caus- | 
ing heartache among some perform- | 
ers. These are wondering who is go- | 
ing to pay them for the broadcasts, | 


as ordinarily they would be receiving ; 
! 


NAZIS CUFFED BY PFRU 
ON CENSORING OF FILMS 








| tivity in 


Lima, Peru, May 14. 

German intervention in picture 
censoring has received an indirect 
wrist-slapping from the senate of 
Peru, which has approved a com- 
munication calling for instant cessa- 
tion of all diplomatic intervention in 
decisions of the film censorship 
board. 

Rebuke followed a debate which 
criticized the German diplomatic ac- 
this country. Row over 
films arose from ‘A Hero of the 


|Marne,’ French picture, which was 
‘being exhibited to aid the Peruvian | 


Red Cross. Cause of the wrangling | 
was the intervention of the German 


‘Confessions of Nazi Spy,’ ; 


other films detained at the censor- 


‘ship board, through Nazi squawkers, 
' despite the fact that ‘their exhibition 


would do honor to any country,’ ac- 
cording to Senator Pedro Ruiz 
Bravo. 





AB Buys Manchester Theatre, 
London, May 1. 
The Prince’s theatre, historic Man- 
chester house, has been purchased 
by Associated British as filmery. 
Over $1,000,000 is to be invested 


i by AB. i 


‘cluding Rolland Gillett, 


| sistant 


‘performers against 


selling at pop prices. 


Michael Powell’s Pic 
Production in Canada 


Regina, Sask., May 14. 
Biggest and most ambitious motion 








be filmed in Canada this summer, 


according to Michagl Powell, London | 


producer, director and author, now 
touring Canada. 
duce and direct. 

Powell, Pressburger and other 
members of the advance guard, in- 
associate 
producer; Alfred Seabourne, film ed- 
itor, and William Paton, personal as- 
to Powell, conferred with 
government officials in Ottawa re- 
cently and visited Winnipeg, Edmon- 
ton, Calgary, Vancouver and Vic- 
toria. 


Mex Law Protects 


Native Performers 
Mexico City, May 14. 
Protection of Mexican theatrical 
increasing im- 
ports of talent has been provided by 
a new law. 
Edict demands that for every for- 


‘eign artist employed one native en- 


tertainer must be used. 


Schoham for Gould 








David Gould, Metro’s manager in , 
| Puerto Rico, has resigned, effective 


immediately. 

O. R. Schoham, formerly 
aging director in Finland, has been 
named in his place, 


man- 


rep should serve it for b. o. values. | 
Another click is the twice-nightly | 


Musical, at the Prince of Wales, is | 


picture to be produced this year will | 


Powell will pro- | 


Distribution of Spanish-language 
features in U. S,. looms as a possible 
solution of foreign product shortage, 
according to Irving Shapiro, of 
World Pictures, one of the first 
American companies to distribute 
Sy uaa films extensively in the 

To test the strength of Latin Amer- 
‘ican productions, Shapiro already 
has contracted for the prize-winning 
Mexican-made picture, ‘Nights of 
Mayans.’ He will superimpose Eng- 
lish titles. 

World and other independent dis- 
tributors of foreign-made films ex- 
perimented with Swedish and Nor- 
wegian product some months ago, but 
without marked success. Now, the 
Scandinavian producton is at a 
standstill because of the Nazi in- 
vasion, with even Swedish films en- 
countering tough obstacles in getting 
to the U. S. market. 

Increased production in several 
South American countries likely will 
be helped by widespread indie dis- 
tribution in the U.S. The indies be- 
lieve this factor would encourage 
Latin American producers to inten- 
sify their production quality if cer- 
tain of additional revenue in 
|America. Fact that many Americans 
will supplant the South American 
nations and other Spanish-language 
countries on their vacation itinera- 





with the latest war developments.| ries in place of France and England 


also is counted on to heighten interest 
‘in Spanish pictures, 

Opening of big-scale hostilities in 
Europe last week doubtlessly will 
further cripple the minor attempts 
being made now at production in 
‘France and England. There has been 
a dearth of strong French and Brit- 
ish films for several months now. An 
inkling of how few boxoffice pictures 
jare coming in from Europe is re- 
|vealed by the number of American 
films, even third-run, presently being 
| booked in arty and foreign-language 
‘cinemas of N. Y. Previously they 
|held strictly to foreign fare. 


Moral Safeguard Behind 
Movement to Limit Paris . 
Youngsters’ Amusements 











Paris, May 1. 

Under the pretext that youth goes 
to seed during a war due to diffi- 
culty of keeping it under proper 
check, the Oeuvre, Paris morning 
| sheet, is leading a movement to close 
cinemas, theatres and dancehalls to 
boys and girls between, 15 and 20 
| years of age. 

The paper lumps houses of iltf 
| fame and cinemas together, writing 
|‘... frequentation of the brothel 
|and the cinema, increased unem- 
| ployment, long idling on the street— 
in other words, lack of work and 
uncontrolled liberty—too often lead 

| youth on the wrong path and trans- 
|form them only too quickly into 
| street bums.’ 
The sheet proposes prohibiting of 
| cafes to sell alcoholic beverages for 
all under 20 years of age; to pro- 
| hibit public houses from receiving 
anyone under 20, and a similar, but 
| less strict, ban for the duration of 
war for cinemas, theatres and dance- 
halls. 


GROUP FORMS BANK TO 
PRODUCE MEX FILMS 


Mexico City, May 14. 

Those in a coin position to help the 
producing end of the domestic pic 
biz seem to be convinced that it is 
| out of the picture for the financially 
harassed federal government to ma- 
terialize its promise to found a bank 
| for the industry. So they are going 
' ahead with plans to establish a pri- 
| vate bank here for that purpose. H’s 
| expected to open in July. 

Moving spirits in this proposition 
‘are Ing. Alberto J. Pani, former 
| Minister of Finance and the coun- 

try’s No. 1 capitalist, who has had 
some pic experience; Luis Legoretta, 
| banker, and Jesus Grovas, producer 
and distributor. 


Schless’ H.O. Huddle 


Robert Schless, Warners’ man- 
aging director in Europe, is due in 
|New York May 27 for his annual 
homeoffice huddle. 

He left Paris Friday (10) and sails 
from Genoa May 18 following a 
‘prief visit in Rome. 





| 








{ 


























16 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 15, 1940 





OUR TOWN 


Hollywood, May 10. 


United Artists release of Sol Lesser pro> 
duction. Stars William Holden, Martha 
Scott; features Fay Bainter, Beulah Bon- 
di, Thomas Mitchell, Guy Kibbee, Stuart 
Erwin, Frank Craven, Directed by Sam 


Wood, Screenplay by Thornton Wilder, 
Frark Craven, Harry Chandlee, from play 
by Wilder; camera, Bert Clennon;  edli- 
tor, Sherman “Todd; asst. director, John 
Sherwood. Previewed at Grauman’s Chi- 
nese, May %, "40. Running time, 89 MINS. 
Gieorme Gilbbs.....ccccccees William Holden 
Bimily Webb... -cccccceccccscmartna Scutt 
Bh, RN. oe <0 6004086 Sdm ed bens Fay Bainter 
ss Sk SORE RETO TE Beulah Bondi 
Seis GED s a + F040 6 ts000nens Thomas Mitchell 
BR. WE eecepertscccneousseess Guy Kibbee 
Howie Newseme....--c.ccceces Stuart Erwin 
BEG, DROCMMR. i cocorivcosocser Frank Craven 
Mrs. Soames...... eT rere Doro Merande 
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Wally Webb 
Professor Willard 


Douglas Gardner 
Arthur Allen 
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Constable Warren.....++.- Spencer Charters 
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In producing the film version of 
Thornton Wilder’s Pulitzer prize play 
as his initial release for United 
Artists, Sol Lesser graduates into the 
field of class producers. ‘Our Town’ 
is an artistic cinematic offering, 
utilizing the simple and philosophical 
form of the stage piece, excellently 
written, directed, acted and mounted. 
1t will rate attention from critics and 
the carriage trade, and has a good 
chance for satisfactory biz in the 
metropolitan runs on strength of the 
play's reputation. However, it will 
need plenty of exploitation to com- 
pensate for lack of marquee strength 
in the general bookings. 

The film version retains the story 
and dramatic essentials of the play. 
It’s a distinct innovation in _ film 
writing technique and presentation. 
Developed at a deliberately slow 
tempo, the simple, and unhurried 
life of a rural New England village 
of 2,200 souls is unfolded without 
attempt to point up dramatic high- 
lights. 

Frank Craven assumes his original 
stage role, that of the sideline com- 
mentator who introduces the char- 
acters and then appears briefly from 
time to time to bridge episodes with 
his homely and intimate comments. 

The tale is divided into three 
periods, 1901, 1904, and 1913. It’s a 
plain and homey exposition of life, 
romance, marriage and death in the 
New Hampshire town. More ex- 
plicitly, it concerns the intimacies of 
two families, the adolescent and 
matured romance and married life of 
® boy and girl. Tragic ending of the 
play is switched for picture purposes, 
the girl taking a nightmare excursion 
through the village graveyard and 
visions of death while going through 
childbirth. The é¢thereal expedition, 
running about five minutes, could be 
Geeply cut for greater dramatic 
effect. As it stands, it’s the one false 
note in the picture. 

Lesser drew heavily on the origi- 


nal Jed Harris stage cast for the film | 
a | 


version. Martha Scott delivers 
sincerely warm portrayal as the girl, 
displaying a wealth of ability and 
personality that tabs her as a poten- 
tia] cinema star. In addition to Miss 
Scott and Frank Craven, Arthur 
Allen and Doro Merande are from 
the stage group in their original 
roles, Allen particularly effective in 
his 
scribing the geographic structure of 
the countryside. 

William Holden is fine as the boy; 
Fay Bainter and Beulah Bondi pro- 
vide excellent mother portrayals: 
while Thomas Mitchell and Guy 
Kibbee are prominent as heads of 
the two households. 

Aside from the changed ending, 
script prepared by Thornton Wilder, 


Craven and Harry Chandlee retains 
all the sincerity and wholesomeness 
of the play. Direction by Sam Wood 
highlights the homilies and leisurely 
pace of the story. Picture rates high 
in all technical departments, photog- 
raphy by Mert Glennon being par- 


ticularly noteworthy. Walt. 


WATERLOO BRIDGE 


Hollywood, May 11. 


Meiro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Sidney 


LeRoy production. Di 
Stars Vivien Leigh, Rob 
Vir 


Franklin-Mervyn 
rected by LeRoy. 
ert Taylor; features Lucile Watson. 


xinia Field, Maria Ouspenskaya, C. Aubrey 


Smith. Screenplay by S. N. Behrman 


Huns Rameau, George Froeschel, based on 
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Elaborating on the basic premise 


of Robert Sherwood’s play, and do- 
ing a slick job of cleansing to con- 
form to present regulations of the 
Hays code, Metro presents a per- 
suasive and compelling romantic 
tragedy that will sweep through for 
smash grosses. It’s adult entertain- 
ment, particularly aimed at femme 
customers. This strong boxoffice 
factor, combined with the top draw 
power of the starring 


brief professor appearance de-; m: 


FILM REVIEWS 


Vivien Leigh and Robert Taylor, in- 
dicates holdover runs in the keys. 
Picture is provided with careful 
| and painstaking production through- 
‘out. As previewed, it’s overlong and 
| will undoubtedly be trimmed another 
10 minutes to get down to acceptable 
tootage. 
Story steers a leisurely path in de- 
-lineating the romantic tragedy of a 
love affair which is launched on 
Waterloo Bridge during World War 
_I. Miss Leigh, a sweet, vivacious 
and unsophisticated ballet dancer, 
meets and falls in love with British 
officer Taylor on eve of his depar- 
ture for the front. There's a whirl- 
| wind romance with immediate mar- 
‘riage delayed until his first furlough. 
Fate intervenes, and erroneous re- 
port of his death eventually sends 





her onto the streets, but Taylor re- | 
station | 


‘turns, meets her at the 
where she is soliciting, and the 
‘romance flares again for an instant. 
But the girl flees to a suicidal death 
to prevent a stain on his family 
name. ; 
Weaving through much material, 
many situations and dialog that 
delves into psychological studies of 
the girl's transition, the picture runs 
through several dull spofs’ which 
should be eliminated. In addition to 
extension of Sherwood’s original, as 
cinematicallyy displayed in 1931 by 
Universal, picture gets modernization 
treatment through prolog and epilog 
reveries of Taylor at Waterloo Bridge 
prior to leaving for France in Sep- 
_tember, 1939. The romantic adven- 
ture is inserted after the short pro- 
log. with no cutbacks intervening 
until the finish. 
Miss Leigh demonstrates outstand- 
ing ability as an actress, following 
‘up her Searlett O'Hara with a por- 
trayal entirely different albeit 
strongly persuasive and sympathetic. 
| Her transition from the virginal in- 
genue of the early passages to the 
| hardened prostie later is a standout 
performance. Taylor, in a straight 
romantic role, provides an arresting 
chara@terization that will give the 
a clue to his future assignments for 


Miniature Reviews 





*Our Town’ (UA-Lesser). Class 
translation of Pulitzer prize play. 
For critical and carriage trade. 

‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G). Viv- 
jen Leigh and Robert Taylor in 
strong romantic tragedy. Will 
catch heavy women trade. 

Flight Angels (WB). Virginia 
Bruce puts s. a. exploitation pos- 
sibility into a light audience pic. 
Will have to be sold. 

‘Alias the Deacon’ (U). Re- 
make of comedy. programer 
starring Bob Burns which, while 
not in the smash division, will 
do all right. 

‘Tear Gas Squad’ (WB). Minor 
action staff for lower run 
duals. 

‘Men Without Souls’ (Col). 
Stereotype prison melodrama 
for below-decks dualing. 

‘Tomboy’ (Mono). Lightweight 
comedy drama of young love. 
Minor dualegs. 

‘Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep). 
Gene Autry in musical-western 
in which the tunes are good and 
the script not. Disappointing. 

‘Straight Sheoter’ (Vic). A 
poor effort by Tim McCoy, in 
furtherance of his Lightning 
Bill Carson series. 





‘Captain. Moonlight’ (Olym.). 
British-made, slender, b.o. in 
uw. 8. 

‘L’or Du Cristobal’ (French). 


Sea yarn slated for low b.o. in 
France. . 

‘La Tempete’ (French). Crime 
meller that skids for foreign 
favor, though okay for French 
audiences. 

‘Paris-New York’ (French). 
Plenty of marquee names are 
only hope for this trans-Atlan- 
tic story. 





best boxoffice popularity. 

There’s plenty of strength in the 
supporting cast. Virginia Field is | 
excellent as Miss Leigh’s chum, who | 
takes the first step along the easiest | 
way to provide food for the pair. | 
Lucile Watson is a perfect grand | 
dame as the aristicratic mother of | 
Taylor; Maria Ouspenskaya is a | 
stern ballet mistress; and C. Aubrey | 
Smith is the army colonel. | 

Mervyn Le Roy’s direction hits the } 
tragic dramatic highlights of the 
story with assurance. Picture is 
studded throughout with standovt 
episodes that acquire that rating 
through deft filoting. Film is also 
provided with top production mount- 
ing that adds materially to the feel 
of authenticity in the London set- 
tings. Joseph Ruttenberg’s pho- 
tography is excellent, as is the musi- 
cal score by Herbert Stothart. 

Walt 


FLIGHT ANGELS 








another stewardess, is perfecting a 
stratophere plane. Morgan’s career 
goes bad, leading up to a climax, with 
a lot of fixing to reclaim him neces- 
sary. 

Morris has been slid into a rut, 
it appears, which indicates the stu- 
dio has given up the idea of ever 
seeing him in bigger than support 
or feature roles. Same goes for 
Miss Wyman, who probably can’t 
move much_ further, and needs 
something done for her voice. When 
she gets going, it becomes ear-itating. 
Morris is okay on. this semi-comedy 
job, but Miss Wyman strains too 
hard. Margot Stevenson, stewardess 
siren, makes a good showing, but 
with fleeting opportunity, as is the 
case of Carol Hughes and Mary An- 
derson. Unbilled, Janet Shaw and 
John Arledge, a young couple upon 
whom the stork visits 4 month too 





Warner Bros. release of Edmund Grain- 
ger. Stars Virginia Bruce and Dennis 
Morgan. Directed by Lewis Seiler. Story, 
Jerry Wald,. Richard Macauley; screenplay, 
Maurice Leo: camera, William O'Connell; 
editor, James Gibbon, Reviewed in Pro- 
jection Room, Lineoln, May 9%, ‘40. 
ning time, 74 MINS, 


Virginia Bruce 


Wayne Morris 
Ralph Bellamy 
MOD ececivecutsssevetsastnessee Jane Wyman 
Ns oceans 60582 bch eentthen ee John 
Pi cadeed ed onetiveenecsea Margot Stevenson 
Mabel Dorothea. Kent 


John Ridgely 
ND 6 65 6-0041406:0-06os eee eee 
g(r) Serer rrrrnrt errr es Tok Carol Hughes 
Voccvcevcceccccoscccces many Anderson 

Fo ccocecccccetesesscecs DeWolfe Hopper 
JANE]. cccccccbeccescvacstccecseces Jan Clayton 





Warners comes up with pretty 
fair entertainment in ‘Flight Angels,’ 
but it holds no particular b.o. po- 
tentialities and will have to pin its 
hope for more than average audi- 
ence on some other feature, or some 
jazzed up exploitation on the dame 
side. 

‘Flight Angels’ de-aliased means 
(airline stewardesses, who do every- 
thing from nursing to vamping in 
the near-stratosphere. Topper of the 
crew of WB femininity is Virginia 
Bruce, closely seconded by Jane Wy- 
'man, and trailing behind them to 


|inite impression. 

' Americar? Airlines comes in for 
| plenty of plugging, being framed in 
| nearly every shot of a plane, which 
is often. The story is quite familiar: 
a hot-shot pilot (Morgan) with more 
girls in every airport town than 
there are. spare parts in the hangar 
has a yen for the line’s top stew- 
ardess (Miss Bruce), but she gives 
ihim only the rough of her lip. He, 
| with hare-brained Wayne Morris, co- 





team of | pilot, busy standing off Miss Wyman. | 


Run- 


-eeeee Dennis Morgan | 
Litel | 


Lucille Fairbanks | 
Wrixon | 


MEAFUYR . ckcccccecesevcce te Marilyn Merrick | 


|especially . Arledge. whose anxious 
| father routine is a milker. 
| Outside of being an exploitation 
| picture, ‘Flight’ hasn’t much to mag- 
netize. It will have to be , 

Tt. 


| Par kee eewents: aba 
ALIAS THE DEACON 


| 


Universal) release of Ben Pivar produc- ; 


tion. Stars Bob Burns; features Mischa 
Auer, Peggy Moran, Dennis O'Keefe, Di- 
rected by Christy Cabanne. From stage 
play by John B. Hymer and LeRoy Clem- 


| 


ens; adaptation, Nat Perrin and Charles 
| Grayson; editor, Milton Carruth: photog; | 
| Stanley Cortez. At Rialto, N.Y., week 
| May 13, '40. Running time, 74 MINS, 
b Eee CONWOR oi sb teecncssesnces Bob Burns 
L ABNRG ccc ccidesscdssececesc css inehe, Aner 
3 8, SUT er eer ee Peggy Moran 
Y Re ROAD 6 icc eciedns che Dennis O'Keefe 
JB ae ore Fdward Brophy 
| Jim Cunningham............ Thurston Hall 
tein Wet oc ccs e Spencer Charters 
PRE a ciao 0000064058500 8 6 oo Jack Carson 
SNE GUNIINUE oc <0.60 cd00'08 6s Quinn Williams 
eee ee Virginia Brissac 
| Willie Clark. ......ccscccee. Rennie Bartlett 
Mrs. Gregory..............Mira McKinney 
Mildred Gregory..... Rice cteveaval Janet Shaw 





| A remake, but one that carries the 
| same title as when released before, 
‘Alias the Deacon’ is agreeable light 
| comedy entertainment starring Bob 
Burns. Based on an old stage play 
by John B. Hymer and LeRoy Clem- 
ens, the story was first screened by 
Universal in 1927 with Jean Hers- 
holt in the role of the sahctimonious 
| card-sharp. While it may be con- 
sidered questionable whether ‘Dea- 
con’ should have been made again, 
the public is likely to be pulled by 
Burns and accept it satisfactorily. 

Not a top bracket comedy, as pro- 
duced by Ben Pivar, with Burns 
having a pretty good supporting 
company behind him, the picture is 
an innocuous, homey> little comedy- 
romance that will get by suitably. 
It looks like a rather dependable 
double-feature entry. Old Hymer- 
Clemens play was done on the stage 
by Berton Churchill, himself in pic- 
tures many years now. In its 1927 
version it was produced by U as a 
silent. : 

The basic outline of the story has 
been followed with minor excep- 
tions. Instead of opening with the 
boy and gir] in a box-car, the girl 
now hooks a ride with a truck-driver 
under dubious circumstances. It 
isn’t made clear where she’s been 
and why she needs a ride to a near- 
bv town, nor is it entirely plausible 
that she would take a chance on a 





in the air bogs when his eyesight | 


|early, make the most of a shortie, | 


night ride alone with a strange 
driver. 

Burns, unknown to the couple in 
the front seat, is aboard in the back 
of the. truck and is mistaken as a 
deacon by the people of the town 
where dumped with the girl. He 
poses as such and turns out to be a 
humanitarian while carrying out his 
role as a gambler. 

The dialog is not always so trench- 
ant, particularly the lines handed 
out on the romantic phases of the 
story, but for Burns it has been well 
handled and is particularly suited to 
his style. Thrown in are a couple 
gags about Burns’ uncles or aunts, 
including, for timeliness, a couple on 
his philosopher uncle, Confucius. 
The fight scene is_ satisfactorily 
handled, but a little long. Poker 
session excellent and some of the 
scenes with Mischa Auer, the local 
barber, are good. Some slapstick is 
indulged, particularly with Auer. 

In addition to Auer, comedy is 
provided by Edward Brophy, Spen- 
cer Charters and Quinn Williams, 
last-mentioned as a punch-drunk 
pug. Romantic leads are Dennis 


passable but their opportunities are 
held down through Burns’ domin- 
ance and the comedy. elements. 
Thurston Hall again ‘plays a char- 
acter part, doing it o. k. Char, 


TEAR GAS SQUAD 


(WITH SONGS) | 


Warner’ Bros. prodyction and release. 
Features Dennis Morgan, John Payne and 
Gloria Dickson, Directed by Terry Morse. 
Original screenplay by Charles Belden, Don 


Ryan, Kenneth Gamet; camera, Sid Hick- 
ox; editor, Louis Hesse; songs, M. K, 
Jerome and Jack Scholl. At Fox, Brook- 
lyn, week May &, ‘40. Running time, 
55 MINS. 

FORP BROCADE. 6. chi ccves Dennis Morgan 
OS SPA rer ere © John Payne 
SGGTY BUNVGAR: 0.0.06 csrcvecs Gloria Dickson 
SEOs 665i o0tn thivvets George Reeves 
SOPMOONE CHUMP. 05 0 0ccs cecben Frank Wilcox 
PO TPO err tee cee Julie Stevens 
Lieutenant Sullivan........ Harry Shannon 
Co ee arrears Mary Gordon 
Captain Henderson...... e.. William Gould 
ge | SSP ere * John Hamilton 
| CORR BREST 6 0eccxevreeees Edgar Buchanan 
Cousin Pat....eceee: ‘oketevisies ees Dick Rich 
GHOOPES. os ce ccee QS eeecccsees DeWolf Hopper 





‘What’s wrong at the b.o.’ has at 
least part of its reply in films like 
this. “Tear Gas Squad,’ if it has any 


at cheapie action houses. It does 
have a fair amount of gunplay and 
chase. Even the title, however, is 
an affront to any theatregoer with 
the tiniest sense of the logical, for 
the tear gas squad in this cop saga 
plays such a minute and entirely 
unimportant part that its use as a 
label can be justified by 
more than a picture hunting for a 
sensational title: 


Dennis Morgan, cocky nitery war- 





son, is from an old flatfoot family 


| bull. To prove he’s not the sissy 
she thinks, Morgan joins the force 
and gets his training under Payne. 
| He’s tossed out because of his atti- 
tude, but comes through at the finale, 
| as might be expected from the sec- 
|}ond minute, by saving the life of 


| Payne and winning his ,badge and | 


| gal. 

Morgan demonstrates nice pipes in 
|'a couple tunes, one of them a good 
marching song. Otherwise there’s 
j} too much mugging to land him 
| above the B category. 


| pretty much for rest of the cast. 
Herb. 
‘MEN WITHOUT SOULS 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures John Litel, Barton MacLane, Rochelle 
Hudson. Directed by Nick Grinde, Screen- 
play, Robert D. Andrews, 
original, 


Joseph Carole; 
Harvey Gates; camera, Benjamin 
Kline; editor, James Sweeney; music, M. 
W. Stoloff. At Globe, N. Y., dual, week 
of May 11, °40. Running time, 62 MINS. 


Rev. Thomas Storm John T.itel 
Blackie Drew Barton MacLane 


| Suzan Leonard............ Rochelle Hudson 
| SO DAD. oo 60000004 slew een Glenn Ford 
| WORGO BONO. ics cccrcccccees Don Beddoe 
| Sy PORN 5 6 060s 00.0065-0s.aaktete Cy Kendall 
EeEEEatis Saas 6:5 G0-4'0 ea wkE dies Eddie Laughton 
ho RR Serre rer Dick Curtis 
| Crowley We eee PT Eee e re ee Richard Fiske 
| ON Back. wwcccccccescccce Walter Soderling 





Carbon-copy prison meller rates 


| performance are all 
lower-spotting in duals. 

Yarn is the one about the lad who 
—— a crime so as to get himself 
sentenced to prison. Once there, he 
intends to get the brutal guard 
captain whose mistreatment killed 
his poor old dad. It appears the 
latter was in the clink for ‘technical’ 
guilt of absconding with the funds 
of his bank. Two-fisted~ prison 
chaplain pulls a list-minute rescue of 
the boy after a group of cons murder 
the villainous guard and attempt a 
jail break. Hero’s sweetheart never 
loses faith in him. 

Whole thing follows formula, with 
prison color and violence invariably 
the expected. John Litel gives a 
capable performance as the real-guy 
chaplain. Glenn Ford is as believable 
as the part of the boy allows, while 
Rochelle Hudson’s obvious makeup 
detracts from the ingenuousness of 
the girl. Barton MacLane is the 
toughest of the cons. Don Beddoe is 
convincing as the  shaggy-haired 
warden and Cy Kendall is a realistic- 
ally cruel guard captain, Hobe. 


routine, For 





O’Keefe and Peggy Moran. Both are | 


Much - sought - after answer to/| 


place on any company’s program, | 
must find it as bottom-billed dualer | 


nothing | 


bler, ridicules the police force. Gal | 
he would like to make, Gloria Dick- | 


|and her bf., John Payne, is also a | 


Same goes | 


strictly program stuff to fill out the) 
| product list. Story, production and | 


| TOMBOY 


Monogram release of William T. Lackey 
production, Stars Marcia Mue Jones 
Jackie Moran; features Grant Withers’ 
Charlotte Wynters. Directed by Robert 
McGowan, Screenplay by Dorothy Reid 
and Marion Orth; editor, Russell Schoen. 
garth; camera, Harry Neumann, At Para- 
mount, Brooklyn, wee May 10, '40, dual, 
| Running time 7@ MINS, 


DUE e'tte s ea. a0. 866s 0% Marcia Mae Jones 
PStEVO.. yee, £60 hehe tuiteeeke Jackie Moran 
Es 6iec give dees secceccces Grant Withers 


« ha rlotte Wynters 
George Cleveland 








ee 


SO gcse dees ete cdte'ed Marvin Stephens 
Martha obeweccecess eseeeeee Clara Blandick 
i RUE OD, boo cae eh coesccans Gene Morgan 





‘Tomboy’ is a story of young love, 
| with the stilted cinematic patches 
Picture differs 


cramping its style. 
from any number of such typed 
yarns only in that it introduces 
Marcia Mae Jones as a likely femme 
lead. Vehicle is alternately con- 
vincing and blah. Silly episodes 
dominate, relegating the production 
to minor duals. 


The film shows Jackie Moran still 
at that awkward age which makes 
him none too convincing as a farm 
boy student and lacking the spon- 
taneity of his earlier age screen 
work. Withers, who formerly played 
roles similar to young Moran’s, 
shows up well as middle-aged father 
and ex-baseballer. Remainder of cast 
is ordinary outside of veteran Clara 
| Blandick. 


| The puppy love of a young city 
| girl for the honest, hard-working 
_farm lad is the basis of the fable. 
, Plot stresses the cruelty of. the 
|'youth’s uncle, with whom he lives, 
|and the budding romance of young- 
| sters. Simplicity of rustic setting and 
|plot angles are ‘overdone. Story 
» radios its punches. 

| Screenplay is weakest in its dia- 
log with such gems as ‘Come and 
| get it, ‘get in and pitch,’ ‘you leave 
| her out of this’ and ‘everything's go- 
|ing to be all right.’ Picture has too 
,many night scenes, which mar Harry 
Neumann's fairly good photography. 
Wear. 


GAUCHO SERENADE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of William Berke pro- 
duction, Stare Gene Autry: features 
| Smiley Burnette, June Storey, Duncan Re- 
naldo, Mary Lee, Smith Ballew. Directed 
| by Frank McDonald. Qriginal screenplay 
by Betty Burbridge, Bradford Ropes; 
| camera, Reggie Tanning; editor, Tony 
Martinelli; songs, Connie Lee, Gene Autry, 
John Marvin, John Redmond, James Cavae 
naugh, Nat Simon, Mack Davis, Dick Sane 
ford, Sammy Mysels, Smiley Burnette. 
Previewed in ‘Projection Room, N. Y¥., May 











| 


| 





9, °40. Running time, 66 MINS. 
EUR. ass 5bk6 064k 4 bb SeRa ASO SS Gene Autry 
a) Ure ree Smiley Burnette 
SOON 6660-00 s cee eséceéensocees June Storey 
DIN 6.05-c epee etses ooeReS Duncan Renaldo 
Sas sare 60 6 0-60GGs 60 ede eee eee: ee 
a Re eee ee Clifferd Severn, Jr. 
| Alfred Willoughby......... Lester Fatthews 
a ee ei rere. Smith Ballew 
eo Se eo «--Jdoseph Crehan 
COPteP, .cncserccesdvecsescosecs William Ruhl 
Oo er eee evccee Wade _ Roteler 
RS borka io to come 6 aeaTes <k'9 fed Adams 
And ,Wendell Niles, the Velascos, Jose 
Eslava’s orchestra. 
| Republic erred on this one. It has 


a good idea in using pop tunes both 
as titles and in the pictures them- 
| selves, as evidenced by its success 
| with ‘South of the Border’ and a 
flock of other films. But it’s only 
; the title, the music and Autry’s rep 
which may save ‘Gaucho Serenade.’ 
| Story is not only unbelievable and 
‘rehashed, but a slower-upper. It 
| makes of the picture neither fish nor 
|fowl, neither musical nor western, 
/and as result it will please nobody. 


| With Autry’s personality, his 
| pleasant singing voice and the splen- 
| did tunes he is handed, ‘Gaucho’ had 
|the essence of a humdinger. But 
| some attention shoyld have been 
paid the story. If not a literary 
| gem, it should at least keep things 
| moving sufficiently to prevent audi- 
ences voicing audible boredom be- 
_tween the musical sequences. This 
/one does not. - 


| An idea of the opinion bound to 
| find expression by western fans is 
clear from a timetable of the 66-min- 
| ute film: First horse is not mounted 
| until 44 minutes have passed; first 
| fist is not flung until 50 minutes 
j have passed; first gun is not fired 
until 56 minutes have passed. What 
|manner-of western is this? Musical 
portion, on the other hand, aside 
\from the highly-popular ‘Gaucho 
| Serenade’ and ‘The Singing Hills.’ 
another recent pop, includes ‘Give 
Out With a Song’ and ‘A Song at 
Sunset,’ all good. In addition to 
Autry, little Mary Lee handles the 
| vocals, and in fine fashion. She's a 
;neat moppet player, not given to 
the over-mugging of most of the 
breed, and a real asset. 

Story’s a complicated affair in- 
volving attempt of a gang of con- 
scienseless big business men to kid- 
nap the son of a former partner to” 
prevent him from squealing on them. 
Kid, Clifford Severn, Jr., veddy 
English and a jolly bore, accidentally 
ties up with Autry and ever-faithful 
Smiley Burnette. They travel west- 
ward in_a jalopy, picking up in- 
genuish June Storey and Mary Lee 
on the way, via a series of in- 
credulous incidents. The big bad 
men try to stop them, but not ofen 
enough to create any real men- 
ace, which is what’s wrong with the 
picture, and everything naturally 
énds up happily enough. 

Somehow in all this, the crew gets 
to a Spanish nitery operated by that 
friendly Mex. Duncan Renaldo, and 
it is here that Autry gets his chance 


(Continued on page 18) 
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* Merchants-big and little —take every opportunity. to tie up their 
business with motion pictures and stars. They like the flash... the 
glamour ... the publicity and human interest of pictures and per- 
sonalities because they sell merchandise. 


* You've got a big advantage over every merchant in town. You've 
got what it takes to begin with. Pictures ...stars ... personalities. 
They're your stock in trade. ! 


Use them. Profit on their glamour...publicity...personalities. Make 
stills... posters...other accessories part of every selling campaign. 


* Hitch your wagon to the stars... your stars, through TRAILERS 
... LOBBY DISPLAYS... ACCESSORIES ...that flame with life... 
color and seat-selling catch-lines about these very stars. That's what 
makes them the Best Ticket Sellers in the Business 





NATIONAL Gc’? SERVICE «+ NATIONAL Gee ACCESSORIES 


ADVERTISING ACCESSORIES, inc. 
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CAPTAIN MOONLIGHT 











GAUCHO SERENADE | 


to sing the title tune. It’s also here 
that a ballroom team, the Velascos, 
do their stuff. It’s very nice stuff, 
but what manner of fodder is this 
for lovers of the great outdoors? | 
Jose Eslava’s orch also finds its op- | 
portunity to play here and Burnette | 
of his own writing, ‘Wooing of Kitty | 
MacFuty.’ 

Production and photography show | 
there was no paring of expense or | 
trouble along those lines, being. 
equal to the score. But a little more | 
action from them thar shootin’ irons, | 
a good chair-swinging. table-tossing | 
brawl and maybe a bit more riding 
would have helped a lot. Herb. | 


STRAIGHT SHOOTER | 








Victory release of Sam Watzman pro- 
duction, Stars Tim MeCoy; features Julie 
Sheldon, Ben Corbett, Ted Adams, Directed | 
by Sam Newrtield. Story, Basil Diekev; | 
screenplay, Dickey and Joseph O'Donnell; | 
camera, Art Reed; editor, Holbrook Todd, | 
Reviewed at Colonial, Lincoln, dual. Run- 
ning time: 57 MINS. } 
PA Acecdneeeeas seneewenes Tim MeCoy | 
DINING oc bccsrcressoeseces ss lulie Sheldon | 
DEARBIG. 0. cccccccccvcesccossces Ben Corbett 
Brainard. .ccccccccccccccccesee: Ted Adams | 
MIMI, 4 660600060065 0000000040 Reed Howes | 
EAB. . ccccnccvsccceescsserece Forrest Taylor 
| ey eer eer rere ee eee Bud Buster 
BOMB. ccdcdiccovcesevesgeeceeses Carl Mathews 





‘Straight Shooter,’ a corny-titled, 
cow-country chaser, with Tim McCoy 
jockeying, will rate the hoots of the 
kids for its generously obvious mis- 
takes. At no time does the story get 
sufficient grip on itself—or its audi- 
ence—to serve as entertainment. | 


Sam Newfield must have directed | 
this one standing up and running, 
because balled lines, improper 
emphasis, and other inconsistencies 
didn’t stop the headlong, one-take | 
rush to get the pic done. 

Story continues the escapades in 
interests of range _ righteousness 
carried out by McCoy, under 
moniker of ‘Lightning Bill Carson.’ 
He’s on the trail of U. S. bonds stolen 
by a gang, whose leader was leaded 
in the back by his men as the film 
starts. Path crosses that of the 
murdered man’s niece, Julie Sheldon, 
and together they work out a trap 
which nets the road agents. 


Miss Sheldon is hard on her lines, 
and vice versa, but she’s trim of map 
and frame. Takes most of the picture 
to get her and McCoy on the same: 
side of the fence, a pace of main- | 
tained snail gait proceedings which 
is true of the whole film. Ben Corbett 
has been better as McCoy’s mugg 
aide, and Ted Adams and Reed 
Howes are at par as the dry-gulchers. 

McCoy, who has held onto his 
popularity very well in spite of a 
string of bad flicks, can’t go much 
further with this kind of actionless 
stuff if he’s to survive. Art. | 
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manner of another day and stages 
a holdup, after which he’s forgotten. 
Garrick is a sturdily-built hero, 
while Winifred Shotter is the charm- 
ing heroine. The other girl, a simi- 
lar type. is Miss Lawson, whose voice 
is not half bad. Leslie Perrins 
stands out a little as the crooked 
gambler, while Charles Carson, his 
biggest victim at lady luck, provides 
a good characterization. Char. 
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of what had happened. He and Vanel 

, do neatly with meager roles. Miss 
| Parlo is on view in several short 
| scenes only, while Miss Montenegro 
| does little to merit her important 
' role. Ravo. 


| LA TEMPETE 


| (‘The Tempest’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, May 1. 


Discina release of Belgatos production. 
Stars Andre Luguet, Eric von = Stroheii, 
Arletty; features Annie Ducaux, Dalio, 
Julien Curette, Henry’ Bry. Director, 
Bernard Deschamps; story, Andre Cayatte; 





adaptor, Cayatte, Deschamps; dialog, Cay- 
atte; lyrics, Henry-Jacques; camera, 
|; Michel Kelber; music, Marcel Delannovy. 
PARIS-NEW YORK At Marignan, Paris. Running time, 95 
MINS, ° 
(FRENCH-MADE) | 

Paris, May 1. | ‘Tempest’ is the most recent French 
Filmsonor release of Regina production, | attempt to build up Eric von Stro- 
Stars Gaby Morlay, Michel Simon, Andre | heim into a local b.o, favorite, but, 
Lefaur, Jules Berry; features Claude Dau- like more modest previous attempts, 
phin, Jacques Baumer, ane, See | wide of the mark. It is the 

Gisele Preville, Rene Alexandre, me Cla- | ° ’ . 
riond, Maurice Eseand, Marguerite Vierry, | Hollywood expatriate’s most impor- 
Marcel Simon. Director, Yves Mirande. | tant local role to date, but, aside from 
Scenario and dialog, mene: so. | this fact, he makes no new contribu- 
Roger Hubert, At Rex, Faris. tunning | ¢j 5 3 
time, 90 MENS, bn and gives another repeat per 
| formance, with the same deliberate, 
: P : studied gestures and grimaces of old. 
‘Paris-New York's’ chief raison g grimaces of old 


d'etre is the grouping of the largest | 
collection of French screen names | 
within recent memory. As a mar- | 
quee dresser it’s a natural, since it | 
reads like a who’s who of the French | 
screen and legit world. 


As much cannot be said for the 
script. A sort of ‘Grand Hotel’ of the 


‘| high seas, it is irregular in rhythm, 


causing it to sag in spots, and con- 
tains innumerable inconsequentials 
which could be brushed out with 
judicious shearing, since pict is over- 
long, running 90 minutes. It is for 
the most part a series of sketches 
having minor relationship to each 
other. It is due for low returns in 
the capital, while long list of mar- 
quee names assure it of better b.o. in 
sticks. 

Most of the action takes place 
aboard the Normandie, with the 
greater part of the passenger list 
crossing to visit the World’s Fair for 
diverse reasons. Started before the 
war and only completed in recent 
weeks, if fails to capitalize fully on 
the 6,000-mile round-trip across the 
Atlantic which the troupe made 
especially for this film. 

From the French point of view. 
shots of New York are always of 
great interest and curiosity. Yet the 
only reeling of New York is confined 
to a few photos of the Fair and sev- 
eral skyline shots from boat deck, 
which are horribly mixed up. 

Main theme has Rene Alexander of 
the Comedie Francaise in the role of 
rich, enigmatic American banker 
who objects to daughter Gisele Pre- 
ville’s infatuation for impecunious 
French newshound. Claude Dauphin, 
all of whom are aboard ship. For- 
mer mysteriously disappears in mid- 
Atlantic, with Dauphin suspected 
and consequently locked up. Ship’s 
arrival in New York clears up mys- 
tery and permits heiress and _ ink- 
feeder to go into long clinch. Alex- 
ander furnishes only convincing act- 


‘ing, Preville doing her bit as embel- | 


lishment. ; 
Comedy is furnished by able Mi- 


Pict moves slowly, sagging badly in 
spots. Since it runs 95 minutes, it 
could” stand considerable shearing. 
Brightest spot is the list of support- 
ing actors, which include Andre Lu- 
guet, Arletty, attractive Annie Du- 
caux and comics Dalio, Julien Ca- 
rette and Henry Bry, all of whom 
turn in sterling performances. Mar- 
quee names assure pict of long run 
in nabe and provincial showcases, al- 
though von Stroheim isn’t likely to 
appeal despite attempt to build him 
up as sympathetic figure. Foreign ex- 
ploitation possibilities limited to 
some continental spots. 

Scenario is based on a Balzac char- 
acter. Idea in common is that the 
honor of an honest woman somehow 
linked with a criminal must be 
saved. A new wrinkle is the intro- 
duction, with von Stroheim as a 
blackfaced, international embezzler 
in New York selling some kind of oil 
to take out kinks in Negroes’ hair. 
Looking very much like tapdancer 
Bill Robinson, von Stroheim takes 
. _— when police get on his 
rail. 


Years later, he appears in Paris 
with another of his gilt-edge propo- 
sitions, and again finds credulous in- 
vestors. When district attorney Lu- 
guet and police get on his trail, von 
Stroheim is given haven in an attic 
apartment belonging to Dalio, news- 
paper editor, who has been black- 
mailing the crook all along. Dalio has 
been shrewdly collecting evidence to 
forestall prosecution with von Stro- 
heim if and when latter should get 
caught. including photos showing lat- 
ter and Luguet’s wife, Annie Ducaux, 
together in a Paris suburb. Wife’s 
honor is naturally saved, but final 
sequence showing manner in which 
it is done is amateurish. Ravo. 


All-Star Dises 
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nearby Delaware County face ex- 
tinction as the result of a shakeup 
in the county’s law enforcement ma- 
chinery last week. 

District Attorney William G. Mc- 
Clenahan, who was replaced in the 
sweep, was liberal concerning thea- 
tre games but his successor, Henry 
G. Sweney has served notice that all 
types of gambling would be stamped 
out. Sweney, who has a reputation 
as a crusader, fired Ray Kaplan, who 
was head of the county detectives 
and a friend of the sporting fratern- 


ity. 


Delaware County, particularly the 
city of Chester and the Township of 
Upper Darby, has been the mecca 
for Philadelphians seeking games of 
chance. Niteries in both of these 
communities consequently reaped a 
harvest from the _ free-spending 
Philly gamblers. 


Association called on Sweney on 
Saturday (11) and demanded that 
bank nights and bingo be wiped out. 

Officials of volunteer fire com- 
panies in the county are expected to 
make vigorous protests against at- 
tempts to eliminate the games which 
are the main sources of their rev- 
enue. 





Theatres Bitter Against 
M’w’kee Churches’ Bingo 


Milwaukee, May 14. 

Bingo by jingo! 

Battle cry of the fans, instead of 
subsiding with the Wisconsin §su- 
preme court decision banning the 
game, has become louder than be- 
fore. General hubbub increases. The- 
atres fight churches. Religious con- 
gregations are split. One court ac- 
tion follows another. District: At- 
torney Herbert J. Steffes has come 
out flatly with the statement he will 
not issue any state warrants against 
charity bingo. And the game goes 
merrily on. 

The d. a. made his pronouncement 
in answer to a request from police 
chief Joseph T. Kluchesky that he 
make his ‘policy’ known, so he (the 
chief) would know where he stood. 
He said that whether or not he 
would proceed is purely a matter of 
‘discretion’ with him and that he 
chooses not to consider charity bingo 
a menace to public morals. 

When Charles W. Trampe, theatre 
owner and film distributor, sought 
an injunction against the American 
Luther association for permitting 
bingo, the case was to come up Jast 
Friday (10). Then, on Thursday, he 
was haled before Court Commis- 
sioner Charles Orth by William B. 
Rubin, legal rep for the churchmen’s 


3 B’s Biff B. O. 
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weight onto the politicians, would re- 
quire repeal of the recent ordinance 
which permitted their licensing. 





Mo. Again Kayos Coin Gag 
St. Louis, May 14. 

The attorney-general’s office zt 
Jefferson City has again nixed a 
scheme to circumvent the bank nite 
ban by ruling that ‘Win the Bank.’ 
a b.o. hypo used by exhibitors in and 
near Kansas City, fell within the 
lottery laws. The new scheme pro- 
vided a money prize for the person 
obtaining the highest total from a 
selection from 60 numbers printed 
on a contest blank. The opinion in- 
dicated it had been put in use since 
banko was outlawed. 

Asst. Atty. Gen. Olliver W. Nolen 
held the plan is a lottery, both in its 
theoretical and practical effect. 
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U Sales 
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gory and now has become ‘bigtime’: 
also that this coming season ('40-41) 
U has plenty to promise its cus- 
tomers whereas last year it could 
promise much less. 


On its schedule for 1940-41 Uni- 
versal will spot a high number of 
films in the top-bracket caiegory, 
with a total of 11 set for the upper 
allocations. This is more than sev- 
eral other companies bracket at the 
top in the 35-40% class. 


There are expected to be at least 
three $1,000,000 productions for the 
upper AA class of at least 40%, pos- 
sibly more if they are deemed to de- 
serve and are entitled to it. 


With 11 features in the upper 
bracket, there will be eight for the 
middle allocation of 30-35% or in 
that range; 12 at the 25% level and 
the balance at either a lower per- 
centage or flat. 


Figures were given out in closed 
sessions of the three-day meet here 
by Bill Scully, general sales man- 
ager, showing that U actually neared 
10,000 accounts this season (1939-40), 
an increase of over 1,000 compared 
to what the books had for the prior 
(’38-39) semester. Another unusual 
feature of U’s advances under the 
administration of Blumberg, Scully 
and J. Cheever Cowdin is the num- 
ber of salesmen who are in the 100% 
group or have sold every account in 
their territory that was a possibility 
on the ’39-40 product. Six film 
peddlers attained this perfect score. 

Blumberg, Cliff Work and certain 
home office execs leave tomorrow 
(Thurs.) for a three-day meeting in 


organization, in an adverse examina- ' Chicago starting Saturday (18). 


| be titled ‘Broadway Calling,’ and has 
Miss Lawrence and Hayden on each 


(With Songs) 


j . 4 h 
(ENGLISH-MADE) chel Simon as dick sent over wit 


tion. Being close to completion of its 
| 30-millien-franc-diamond for French 


He refused to answer most of 
the questions put to him, so now this| current (39-40) product, Universal 














Olympia release of Julius Hagen pr rduc- | illi i - record. ; es rs : : 
tion, Featurea. John Garrick, ‘Winifred | pide ig Rg ge sing A po ; ., | case has been certified to the circuit | will have 15 of the new season's fea- 
Shotter, Staniey Holloway. Directed by | S20€er Js pu 2 oes . Hugh Brooke, London scenarist, | court for final ruling, thus stalling| tures in the exchange vaults by Sept. 
ams Rdwitis. Story. ‘Charies .| Andre Lefaur, a man of good inten- F : : : +t. : ’ : 

nry Edwards. Story, Charles Cullum; | 4 q : radio scripter and novelist, is writ 1 d Bl 
adaptation, H. Fowl Mear; editor, Lister | tions but evil tep and itchy palms, | . pao chimes. . teen = a aedieae other actions. rae | 1, according to Blumberg. Of these, 
Laurence: camera, Sydney Blythe; song, | who delivers rock safely to the Fair | 28 ‘ne co y. Georg “aC \ Trampe has been active in ¢he Va- | five will be top-bracketers. 
W. UL. Trytel. At Central, N. Y.. dual. | grounds, thus saving it from_ still | Of NBC, is program director. JS | riety club, and Rubin asked him if | 
week April 17, "40. Running time, 60 MINS, \itehier hands. Then there is Gaby also permitting transcriptions of its the club permitted games of chance 
MmesOr JOON. PEC)... 0sec06585.03 John Garrick | . i : ini i : ¢ ; vig 
ion Mitel............. Winifred Shotter | Morlay, to all 2 and Lg nl nary | Toscanini symphonic broadcasts to | but Trampe declined to commit him- | Wa li B 
Sam Small..........e++.-#tankey Holloway | private secretary to Maurice rev - be dubbed in. Group is —— two | self. He admitted an interest in five | atace eery 
Bis, Cravens sssectesceeccccikaslio Portine | elaine " [a week, with the Idea of ping up ®|theatres in Milwaukee and Sun| Continued from page 3 
SHIN cp hs050sss00nseri ies Mary Tawson | | transcription library to carry Over | Prairie, Wis. but refused to say ° 


Francis Merrall..........0.. Charles Carson | L’OR DU CRISTOBAL | the early summer, when the various 
be 


| participants will unavailable. 

(‘Cristobal’s Gold’) | BBC’s plan is to broadcast the plat- 

(FRENCH-MADE) |ters to the troops on its special 

Paris, May 1. | wavelength on alternate weeks. 

RAC release of Beri) production. Stars | Production of the discs will continue 
ita Parlo, Charles Vanel, Albert Prejean; 


whether any games of chance were|0f a K. C. murder in 1930, shortly 
permitted in them. Rubin en- | after leaving the Beery employ. 
deavored to show that Trampe ‘had | Suddeth received a 45-year rap. 
not come into court with clean| When Beery learned that Gov. 
hands.’ : Stark would come to St. Louis to 
Chains as well as independent the- | address the Associated Bakers of 





Traces of American technique, ap- | 
plied none too successfully, are to | 
be found in ‘Captain Moonlight,’ a | 

~ ~~ Eritish-made which seeks to mix up| 
numerous elements In an effort to’ ,, 





capture interest. Whatever minor 
virtues the production possesses are 
all but adumbrated by the very poor 
photography, credited to Sydney 
Blythe. Playdate possibilities are 
slicsht in America, but in the very 
smaller operations, dualed up, it may 
serve modestly. 


The press book lists 
song and chorus numbers, but the 
majority must have been clipped 
after the print reached these shores. 
‘A Soldier's Toast,’ which Mary 
Lawson sings at the opening; ‘The 
23rd Regiment,’ sung by John 
Garrick, with choral background, 
and ‘Drink to Me Only,’ also by 
Garrick, a baritone, are the numbers 
contained in the American print. 


Action opens in Brussels, time 
1815, when British forces are await- 
ing orders following the battle of 
Waterloo. Shortly it shifts to Eng- 
land, where the comely daughter of 
a country gentleman is forced into 
marriage to a card-sharp as a means 
of saving her father from ruin via 
gambling which he did not know was 
dishonest. The marriage is consum- 
mated and a major, still warm- 
hearted for the girl, discovers the 
family has been duped, that the man 
the little lady had to marry is not 
only a crooked gambler but also has 
a wife by previous hitch back in 
Brussels. 

The highway robber known as 
Captain Moonlight figures only 
in an incidental fashion. é 
a mask in the accepted American 


a flock- of 


He wears | 


features Conchita Montenegro. Directed by 


| Jacques Becker. Adapted by Koch from 
A. T. Sersteven’s novel; dialog, Jean MRe- 

| noir: camera, Nicholas Haver. At Moulin 

| Rouge, Paris. Running time, 75 MINS. | 





A sea yarn with a crime meller 
| background, this pic is slated for low 
returns due to commonplace story, 


direction, photography, dialog and a | 


femme lead who leaves much to be 
| desired. It has plenty of marquee 


| strength, with acting generally good, 


ondary dual brackets as a filler. 

First mate Albert Prejean gets 
canned from the freighter Cristobal 
because the captain suspects him of 
flirting with wife Dita Parlo. On 
land, he runs into dancer Conchita 
Montenegro, who reveals that the 
'ship has a secret gold cargo worth 
$18,000,000. 

Intoxicated by the prospect of get- 
ting possession of that gold, the two 
get brigand-like local police chief 
Charles Vanel interested and to- 
gether they try some skullduggery. 
| All ends badly, with Miss Montenegro 
goading Prejean into killing Vanel, 
while a substitute crew makes off 
with some of the gold, leaving Pre- 
jean on the 9 without food or 
lifeboats. Tipped off about the Cris- 
tobal, a destroyer comes up along- 
side and its officers ge: a full con- 
fession from Prejean. Then he and 
Miss Montenegro are taken back to 
; justice. 

Tale is a flashback, with Prejean 
giving a full recital to his captors 





but should quickly drop into the sec- | are sharing the expense, but a cor- | 


| until June 1, when Miss Lawrence 

| intends going to the Coast and Hay- 

| den will also leave New York. Ac- 

| tivity will be resumed in Hollywood 
in the fall. 


| Hayden, a Londoner, orginally had 
| the idea of getting English names 
|on Broadway to participate. Plan 
was later expanded to include any 
| U. S. or other players who cared to 
| contribute their services. For the 
present, Hayden and Miss Lawrence 


poration has been formed and vari- 
ous English players on Broadway 
and the Coast will be asked to 
‘sponsor’ individual discs. 





Fields-Chevalier Film 


4 Paris, May 14. 
Gracie Fields and Maurice Cheva- 
lier are to make ‘Mademoiselle From 
Armentieres,’ a pict of the present 
war, with shots of the B.E.F. in 
France. Monty Banks, Miss Fields’ 
husband, is to produce the film, 
which will be made in England. 
The English star decided to go 
ahead with the picture after her suc- 
cess at a recent benefit concert given 
at the Paris Opera when Chevalier 
presented her. It is recalled there 
was a silent film of the same name 
made some years ago starring Estelle 
Rody. Film would be a Franco-Brit- 
| ish good-will builder. 





atres are pushing the fight on bingo, , America he hastened here to lay his 
a committee appearing before the! plea before the state’s chief exec. 
chief of police comprising Benjamin | Beery said Suddeth told him he had 
J. Miller, legal rep for the indies; | ‘only between 35 and 40 years more 


Trampe, Harry Perlewitz, 
tary of the independent organ- 
ization; Howard J. Gleason, manager 
of the Warner-Saxe and Saxe the- 
atres, and LeRoy Pierce. district 
manager for the Fox-Wisconsin 
Amusement Corp. 

While the bingo games go on, they 
are not as flamboyantly advertised 
'as formerly. Instead they now ad- 
‘vertise ‘Clubroom Now Open.’ 





Church Would K.O. Pinballs 
Detroit, May 14. 

In this town where church bingo 
is plentiful and no slight factor in 
slicing down other amusement busi- 
ness, the churchmen have just asked 
the City Council to outlaw pinball 
games. 

Directors of the Detroit Council 
of Churches sent the Council a re- 
quest to refuse renewal of licenses 
for such devices saying, ‘Pinball 
games are gambling devices mas- 
querading under the name of amuse- 
ment devices and if this were 
thoroughly understood by the public 
there would be a loud protest.’ 

Pinball games here are operated 
under licenses which expire July 1. 
|The new protest, which carries 





secre- | to serve.’ 





Suddeth will get his old 
job back if he can get out of stir, 
Beery declared. Before proceeding 
to New York Beery opened a new 
theatre in Marshalltown, Ia. 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Edgar Kennedy bought screen 
rights to ‘Pop Malloy,’ radio serial by 
Virgil Blake. 

Paramount purchased Nelson Hays’ 
tropical novel, ‘Dildo Cay.’ 

Bartlett Cormack and Robert Car- 
son sold ‘30,000 Horses’ to Metro. 





Title Changes 
Hollywood, May 14. 

‘Mystery Sea Raider’ is relezse 
title for ‘Mystery Raider’ at Pera- 
mount, 

‘Amateur Detective’ became 
the Spot’ at Monogram. 

‘Dance, Girl, Dance’ is new tag fcr 
RKO’s ‘Have It Your Own Way. 

‘Texas Rangers Ride Again’ «t 
Paramount was reduced to ‘“Tex#:. 

Universal switched from ‘One of 
the Boston Bullertons’ to ‘Privite 
Affairs.’ 

‘All This and More’ at RKO be- 
came ‘Malvina Swings It.’ 


‘On 
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"Road to Singapore”’ a smash hit! 
_ ‘Buck Benny Rides Again“ a smash hit! 


_ And here’ s Paramount belies © out } another box office _ 





beneath those torrid South Sea s skies! 
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Allied Blasts Juke-Box Pix Ideas: 


Sees All Sorts 





Arnold 
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nold, in charge of the anti-trust di- 
vision, and Paul D. Williams, who is 
chief of the prosecuting staff. 








of Taxes Inevitable 








Washington, May 14. 

If Jimmie Roosevelt and Mills 
Novelty Co.—or anyone else—puts 
into eperation the idea of nickel-in- 
the-slot film entertainment, all sorts 
ef taxes should be imposed on the 
gadgets. That’s the way Allied 
States Association, the most vocal 
independent-exhibitor organization, 
views the entry of enterprise intc 
the amusement business. 

Resolution passed by the Allied 
directorate Saturday (11) held that 
‘all taverns, dance halls, stores an¢ 
ether public places’ which unree] 
eelluloid diversion ought to comply 
with ‘all the laws, ordinances, regu- 
Jations and taxes, Federal state and 


municipal, to which motion picture | 


theatres are subjected.’ Shock troops 
will be sent to lobby for the needed 


legislation and to close any loop- | 


holes in present laws. 


The 
concerned with blasting the barriers 
holding up the Neely blockbooking 
bill—looked with undisguised appre- 
hension on the Roosevelt idea. Even 
though the push-pull projectors show 
only shorts, the indie high commanc 
visioned ultimate ruin of their busi- 
ness, with the patrons who can 
spend only 15 cents or a quarter 
going to places where they can ge’ 
a glass of beer and a briefie together 
for the same outlay. 


Aside from pruning the favorable | 


festimony of witnesses before the 


. House Interstate Commerce Commit- 


tee on the Neely bill, the strategists 
ef Allied devoted the bulk of thei 
time to mulling topics for discus- 
sion at the Chicago convention. 
Chief item on this part of the agenda 
was ‘economic conditions,’ with the 
directors deciding to take, collect 
and study ‘all available data’ abou‘ 
the status of the industry in view 
of the European holocaust. Wit 
overseas market restricted, the indie 
fear the distributors will jack up 
prices and try harder to profit, be- 
sides recouping the initial invest- 
ment, on home sales in the comin: 
season. 


Higher rentals were seen inevit- 
able by the indie operators. And 
the only way to counter, they feel 
is to have ‘authentic data’ about the 
relative importance of domestic and 
foreign business. 


Numerous details relating to the 
June 19-21 assembly were disposed 
ef during the board huddle. 





Detroit’s Frown 
Detroit, May 14. 

Coin-in-the-slot pix in the Detroit 
area are going to 
same censorship which recently 
ruled out ‘Strange Cargo’ and ‘Prim- 
rose Path.’ It is the police who are 
going to pass on the worth of the 
new amusement adventuring. 

A ruling laid down here says that 
Police Sergeant Charles W. Snyder 
will have to pass on all the tabloid 
use of film. 


Allied directorate—mostly | 


fall under the | 


¢ On the other hand, the tentative 


program of the defense which has 
been skeletonized in conferences over 
the past weekend include outlines by 
Joseph M. Proskauer, chief attorney 
for Warner Bros., John M. P. Thach- 


'PASSAIC’S NEW 2,500 
. SEATER DUE ON OCT. I f the Paramount forces, 


New 2.500-seat theatre in Pas- | and John W. Davis, who has been re- 
saic, N. J., is being constructed by | tained by Loew’s, Inc. Of these, for- 
Abraham Preiskel, on Central ave- | mer Judge Thacher is expected to 
nue, for opening Oct. 1. _ |make the longest and most compre- 

Greenwich Village area (N.Y.) is hensive presentation. 
getting a new cinema this fall, called | Jt is anticipated that the trial be- 
the Art, 36 East Eighth street; 599 fore Judge Goddard will continue 
seats, opening scheduled for Sept. 1. |through June and July, with prob- 
able adjournment during August and 

Brandis’ Stanley, N. Y. 'September, and résumption in Oc- 

Stanley theatre on Seventh avenue ‘topper, 
and 41st street, N. Y., has been taken 
over for operation by the Brandt 
| circuit, ‘ 
| Crest, Bronx, sold by Cocalis to 
| Howard Herz of the Heart Theatre 
| Corp., transfer in ownership being ‘Sanies and the anti-trust pr nenounene 

oe has dampened enthusiasm of = 
| ives that the trial cou 
| Another New One in Texas Lu eee ae Je lntradngen tM 


Mercedes, Texas, May 14. : : tisfactory to 
“ lished which would be satisfactory 
G. L. Wood, manager of the State lthe Government, 


here, announces that Texas Consoli- : hest- 
dated will build a neW house in the | Industry executives do nol sete 
tate to express their disappointme 
near future. The purchase of the , t unwillingness of 
old Manhattan Cafe building was at the apparen pe 
j j ''Thurman Arnold to meet their over 
authorized by Karl Hoblitzelle, pres- | tures half way. Twice, according te 
ident of Texas Consolidated. » prominent compeny official, the 
Russells’ Addition anti-trust chief prosecutor has turned 
Millersburg, O., May 14. | down what was described as earnest 
Ground has been broken here for | attempts for compromise. He first 
a new 500-seater for Mr. and Mrs.| refused to consider, as Government 
Hoy L. Russell, who have been op-| spokesman, the trade practice code 
erating the Opera House here since which was developed by William F. 
1925. The Russell is expected to be Rodgers and other company distri- 
ready for opening Aug. 1. bution chiefs, and more recently he 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell will retain expressed dissatisfaction with the 
their Opera House and plan to offer | U. S. Commerce Department's pro- 
flesh there after the completion of posals. : 
the new cinema. Although still of a mind, they say, 
to negotiate a consent decree, film 
Detreit’s Drive-Ins | executives declare they have ex- 
Detroit, May 14. | hausted, short of complete capitala- 
Detroit has more than a_ good | tion, all avenues of approach. 
claim to being the Motor City. It! Overtures were made during the 
practices what it advertises. On the | past week by a representative of im- 
‘strength of the support given the | portant film interests not directly 
| Drive-Ig theatre on the town’s East | involved nm the litigation to seek a 
| Side, a new auto theatre has been | solution to the industry’s internal 
put up on the West Side. " | differences and Government suit. In 
The latter will accommodate 500 a dfscussion with a leading company 
}cars on its 11 semi-circular ramps | official the leader of the movement 
|and boasts of the world’s largest:| was discouraged from proceeding as 
, screen, a 50-by-60 foot spread. In- |g volunteer mediator. He was given 
| dividual speakers are spotted all|/to understand that the companies 
| through the grounds because of the | could not be brought together again 
|holler a year ago over _ oo in a last hope of amicable settlement. 
of the single-speaker by e Eas : 
| Side residents who said the outdoor Nak iehenen May Sep te 
‘theatre drowned out family conver-| Despite the message, a move will 
| sation. 'be started this week to enlist the 
| But two outdoorers aren’t enough | very considerable influence of Nicho- 
‘to satisfy this automotive city. Mid- | las M. Schenck, president of Loew’s, 
west Drive-In Theatres, Inc., which | Inc., in a last stand effort to con- 
|operates both ‘here, is launching alciliation. Schenck returns today 
, third for the southwest section. | (Wed.) from an extended stay in 


Florida, where he has been kept in 
WB Polls Exhibs On 


intimate touch with the situation. 


He was one of the most cooperative 
od ,° 
| ‘Heaven’ in 2 Parts 


| executives in developing the pro- 








Industry Crestfallen 


Collapse of the efforts of the De- 
partment of Commerce intermedia- 
ries to bring about a basis for a con- 
sent decree between the film com- 





























posals which were drafted in final 
|form by the Department of Com- 
|merce. No one at the Loew offices 
| Adding extra scenes and stretch- | would indicate whether Schenck 
\ing ‘All This and Heaven, Too’ out | would make further efforts in the 
to 20,000 feet, Warner Bros. is poll- | direction of a consent decree. 


There is a surprising lack of in- 
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local police censor,’ the ruling read. ing them on whether they want the 

‘Since the pictures are being shown | Picture in two parts or as a single 

for public exhibition, they are very | feature. Early returns would in- 

definitely subject to censorship.’ The | dicate that exhibitors prefer the 

plans for police inspection are be- | film in one piece regardless of a 

ing worked out by the distributors. "Unning time that would be over 
itwo and a half hours. 





| Ed Kuykendall, of the Motion Pic- | 


Phonovision Setup 


Bids for an 
nickel-in-the-slot film machines are ers of Southern California have ad- 
being talked with several manufac- ' vised Warners they do not want two 
turers of juke-boxes by Sam Saxe, releases out of the Bette Davis- 
part-owner and production head of; Charles Boyer picture. 

Phonovision Corp., who arrived in} WB has been discussing road- 
New York from the Coast last week ' showing of the film in New York 
io set up an organization for spot- and elsewhere but no decision has 
ting the machines throughout the yet been reached on that score. 
country. |Meantime, the Music Hall 

Saxe and Frank Orsatti, Coast | opened negotiations to get ‘Heaven, 
agent, his partner in the company, 
are also demonstrating a _ coinless 
varition of the boxes to advertising 
execs. They plan to make commer- | 
cial films for the machines and lease 
them for exhibition of the pictures 
for advertising purposes, in addi- - 
tion to the nickel variety for tap-| pose already. However, it can carry 
rooms, stations and other public’ reels up to 2,000 feet in length. 

places. Saxe was formerly head of | 
WB shorts in Brooklyn. | 

Phonovision differs from the pro- | 
jector that Mills Novelty is putting | ; ) a- 
out with James Roosevelt's films.;chine picture field is the Techni- 

Latter throws the picture on a color & Special Effects Corp., headed 
screen er wall, while Phono resem-, by Mario Castanegro, with a studio 
bles an upright television set, the;in Hollywood. 

entire gadget being self-contained. | Schedule calls for tunefilms of 
Model for advertisers is merely a' name bands, singers and dancers, 
refinement of the automatic 16 mm. with Ralph Hammeras supervising 
projectors widely-used for this pur- production, 


ture Theatre Owners of America, 


gotiations are status quo pending 
further developments. 

The general release date set for 
the film, which is also subject to 
change, stands presently as June 29. 








Another Slet-Machiner 
Hollywood, May 14. 


initial delivery of'!and the Independent Theatre Own- | 


had . 


Too’ as a N. Y. first-run. These ne- | 


Newest entry into the slot-ma-' 


terest in New York home office cir- 

| cles as to the outcome of the hear- 
| ings, now being held’ in Washington. 
/on the Neely anti-blockbooking and 
| blindselling bill. The reason given 
is that the anti-trust complaint em- 
| braces the issues of blockbooking 
and blind selling and if the Govern- 
ment suit is going to trial the fina” 
answer to the legal issues involved 
will be given by the courts, regard- 
less of the outcome of the Neely bill 
before Congress. 

On the other hand, if the un- 
looked for happens, and through 
some intervention and mediation the 
j anti-trust suit is settled by agree- 
ment, any such agreement will con- 
tain provisions outlawing blind sell- 
,ing, as currently practiced. The 
| Commerce Department proposal cov- 

ered the point by providing for 

, trade exhibitions of completed filme 
prior to any licensing for commer- 
cial showings. 

Theatre divorcement, or the sever- 
ance of ownership and operation of 
theatres by producers and distri- 
butors, is the principal stumbling 
block in all negotiations for a con- 
; Sent decree. There is no unanimity 
among the film companies on any 
formula for divorcement. 








LaVarre-WB Settle 
Suit of William LaVarre against 
Warner Bros. for $50,000, claiming 
non-payment for two stories al- 
| legedly written at the film com- 





pany’s request, was settled just as | 
the trial was due to begin Wednes- | 
day (8) in N. Y. supreme court. 
LaVarre claimed to have been 
hired to write stories for Warren 
William and Barbara Stanwyck in 
1932. He claims he wrote ‘Bedside 
Manner’ and ‘Fated Woman.’ 





Neely 
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petition, requested a copy which he 
read during the session. Possibility 
that the House hearings might con- 
clude because of the Justice Depart- 
ment’s pending action was discussed, 
after Wolverton lectured Mrs. Ban- 
nerman on several errors in her 
testimony. 

Complaints that local community 
spirit would not work out in large 
metropolitan areas were voiced by 
Representative Martin J. Kennedy 
New York Democrat. The Manhat- 
tanite asked Mrs. Bannerman ‘what 
unit will you apply’ when a greai 
diversity of tastes is represented ji: 
the big cities. 

‘Has your association ever tried to 
find a eommunity spirit in N. Y. 
City?’ Kennedy asked, referring to) 
differences existing between Park 
Avenue, Madison Avenue, the lower. 
East Side and the Bronx. 

The Neely bill contains no threat 
ef censorship, the committee was 
told by Henry R. Atkinson, Boston 
lawyer who was a member of the, 
committee which drafted the legis- 
lation. 

‘If a censorship movement should | 
ever sweep this country—which is | 
unlikely—it would be no substitute 
for this bill,’ Atkinson stated. 

Atkinsen’s Hays Pan 

Atkinson spoke slurringly of the 
Hays organization and stated that ‘if | 
the Legion of Decency boycott is) 
ever relaxed’ it will lead to produc- | 
tion of undesirable pictures and a 
new series of motion picture ‘scan- | 
dals’ involving film stars. He boosted | 
the synopsis proposal in the Neely | 
bill, insisting that pictures can be | 
easily described before their produc- | 
tion and assuring the committee that | 
independent exhibitors will choose | 
films from the synopses with regard | 
to the wishes of the community or- | 
ganizations. 

Neither Atkinson nor Mrs. Ban-! 
nerman could answer specific ques- | 
tions put by members of the com- | 
mittee anxious to know about! 
present distribution methods. Un- 
able to get facts and figures re-. 
quested, the Congressmen resorted to 
the old legislative pastime of em- 
barrassing the witnesses as deeply as 
possible. 

A letter stating that the California 
State Congress of Parents § and 
Teachers had gone on record against 
the Neely bill was read into the rec- | 
ord by Congressman Hinshaw. All 
other State Congresses have en- 
dorsed the measure, Mrs. Banner- 
man retorted. 

First day of the hearings left the 
bill’s proponents with a definite dis- 
advantage. While the committee did 
not crack down too hard, the gen- 
eral atmosphere was hostile and 
members took pleasure in ribbing 
the witnesses. Tone used by law 
makers—almost all of whom were 
present and asked questions—indi- 
eated that they were not looking for- 
ward to forthcoming testimony from 
ladies representing the uplift so- 
cieties. 





~ 


Constant Heckling 


Constant heckling and persistent | 


questions about practical methods of 
enforcement upset Atkinson at the 
s€cond session, with more than half 
dozen lawmakers reflecting disap- 
proval of the legislation. Chief in- 
quiries were about potential multi- 
plicity of suits and methods of en- 
forcement. 

Admission that reform groups ex- 
pect producers would permit almost 
unlimited cancellations by exhibi- 
tors contending product did not con- 
form to synopsis came from the 
Boston attorney. High cost and ef- 
fort involved in compelling payment 
and fighting out issue of whether 
eontract terms were broken will 
limit amount of litigation, he de- 
clared. Vagueness and _ indefinite 
phraseology was hit by numerous 
committeemen, with Congressmen 
Patrick of Alabama, McGranery of 
Pennsylvania, Hinshaw of California, 
South of Texas, Pearson of Tennessee, 
and Wadsworth of N. Y., repeatedly 
declaring definitions are uncertain 
and courts would be swamped with 


suits between distributors and ex- | 


hibitors. Economic effect on the 
public and producers was challenged | 
by several members, with Atkinson | 
insisting measure will reduce cost | 
and remedy unfair situation where | 


Almost 50 Det. 
Houses Cash In 
On 4Pix Gag 


——_——_ 


Detroit, May 14. 

Spawned by the all-night theatres 
where capacity crowds poured in on 
switch-over nights to get the advan- 
tage of four features, close to 50 De- 
troit houses now are cashing in on 
the pic bargain hunters. A survey 
here shows that three nights a week 
the 50 Detroit theatres are offering 
midnight shows where the thrifty 
fan can see four pictures—the two 
going and the two coming. 

Most of the houses are spotted 
along the all-night streets, like 
Woodward ‘and Michigan Avenues, 
with more than a dozen scattered in 


the Negro districts. 





U. S. ADDS JAS. HAYES — 
AS TROUBLE-SHOOTER 


Washington, May 14. 
Trust-busting staff for the Justice 





| Department’s big push against the 


film industry has been bolstered by 
addition of a trouble-shooter who 
played a leading part in bringing 
about indictment of dozens of union 


| figures and contractors in Southern 


California recently. With Paul Wil- 


' liams of the anti-trust division head- 
/ing the force, Assistant Attorney 


Genera] Thurman Arnold has de- 
signated James Hayes, special as- 
sistant to Attorney General Jack- 
son, as one of the trial group. Hayes 


| formerly was assistant U. S. district 


attorney for Southern New York, 
and has an impressive record of 
court victeries. 

Appointment is deemed further 
proof of Arnold’s determination to 
press the case and additional indica- 
tion there is no chance of a consent 
deciee, at least until the govern- 
ment’s side has been presented. The 


| department still has on the payroll 


as special assistant for the New York 
suit versus the majers William P. 
Farnsworth, former deputy adminis- 
trator of the NRA motion picture 
code. He will assist at the trial. 





Nazis as U.S. Equipment 
Rival in Latin America 


Fact that several large shipments 
evaded the Allied blockade in the 
early weeks of the war currently en- 
ables the German theatre equipment 
manufacturers still to compete with 
American firms in Latin American 
nations, according to E. S. Gregg, 
general foreign manager of Electric 
Research Products, Inc. Gregg re- 
turned recently from a three-month 
inspection tour of Central and South 
American countries. Despite this, he 
was convinced that current require- 
ments in these nations will use up 
present Nazi stocks shortly. 

Most Latin American countries are 
staging a mild theatre building 
boom, Gregg claimed. New theatres 
with seating capacity of 3,000 are 
going up in several countries. 








time, studios will reduce waste and 
everybody will benefit, he insisted. 
Fairness of provision making car- 
riers liable for transporting films 
that violate contracts and do not 
conform with synopsis was ques- 
tioned by Hinshaw. Califernian 
, wanted to know how railroads and 
,express companies know details of 
all agreements between parties. At- 
kinson confessed carriers probably 
could not be convicted unless they 
previously were notified that picture 
varied from _ outline. Numerous 
questions about provision against 
unreasonable price differentials had 
| Atkinson flustered. 

Unless Neely legislation is enacted, 

'only solution to problem of getting 
| better pictures is nation-wide boy- 
cotts, Atkinson argued. Public 
| should not be regimented by Holly- 
| wood, he remarked, and patrons 
| should tell exhibs certain films can’t 
| be shown and then ‘do level best to 
|cut down the boxoffice for that and 
| other films’ if theatre owners disre- 
| gard wishes of community. 





Church Support 
Minneapolis, May 14. 
The Minneapolis Evangelical con- 
ference, a large Lutheran church 
group, has gone en record in favor 


public has to ‘underwrite the mis- / of the Neely anti-blockbooking bill. 


takes of judgment and inferior prod- | 
uct’? under present system. | 
With stiffer competition for screen ; 


Representatives in Congress from 
Minnesota will be asked to suppo't 
the measure. 
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THINK THIS OVER! 


There is only ONE company that can 
give you this MONTH OF STARS! They 
all appear in May releases from M-G-M! 


VIVIEN LEIGH SPENCER TRACY 
ROBERT TAYLOR : 


“WATERLOO BRIDGE” OS I Lal 


WALLACE BEERY JOAN CRAWFORD 
“ F FREDRIC MARCH 
20 MULE TEAM” ‘SUSAN AND GOD’ 





—and they’re all GREAT! 
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_ George Cohen and Homer Mitchell. 


B 300-mile Guild zone. 


American Newspaper Guild, as well 
as the Theatrical Managers, Agents 
and Treasurers Union. There also 
has been some talk that the SPG 
would seek a charter from a national 
Jabor organization, with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor said to be 
favored. 


While official negotiations between 
the producers and the Screen Writers 
Guild are not scheduled to officially 
get under way until this week, com- 
pany representatives have already 
indicated they will refuse requests 
of SWG for a one-year agreement, 
abolition of all flat deals under $5,000, 
and limitation of optional periods, 
with notice required when options 
are to be lifted. The SWG had been 
asked to submit its demands to com- 
pany attorneys for study, but the, 
scriveners stated they preferred to | 
present them personally so any | 
cloudy questions could be clarified 
before the attorneys started to 
analyze the demands. 


Minimum Wage $150 


While the proposed minimum wage 
to be demanded by the writers is 
being kept secret, it is understood 
that tentative figure calls for $150 
per week for any writer regardless 
of experience. SWG demands, in ad- 
dition to ownership of material writ- 
ten during layoff periods, that Guild 
be exclusive bargaining agent for all 
screen writer employees while 100% 
Guild shop is also demanded. Term 
of basic agreement would be for one 
year. 

There shall be only one layoff 
period not to exceed six weeks in 
each 26 weeks’ period of option con- 
tract. Layoff shall be preceded by 
14 days’ notice in writing. 

Writey on week-to-week contract, 
shall be entitled to week’s notice of 
termination of employment; and | 
writer employed by a producer for 
52 consecutive weeks is entitled to 
two weeks’ notice. Vacations with 
pay, one week after 26 consecutive | 
weeks of employment. Writers’ ex- | 
penses to, from and on location to be | 
paid by the producer. 

The SWG also is insisting on the | 
right to handle any disputes which | 
may arise over assignment of scfreen- | 
play credits. 


The preliminary negotiations for 
the producers will be handled by a 
battery of company attorneys headed 
by M. B. Silberberg as chairman. 
Other members are Alfred Wright, 





| 





The SWG negotiating committee is 
composed of prexy Sheridan Gibney, 
Charles Brackett, Sidney Buchman, 
Dore Schary, Boris Ingster, Mary 
McCall, Jr., and attorney Leonard S. 
Janofsky. If it becomes apparent 
that an agreement is possible, sev- | 
eral producers will be added to the | 
committee of attorneys. 


Ready New Extra Demands 
The Screen Actors Guild is ready- | 





Organize All Pic Flacks 


«zell is directing the committee in 





rom page 7 





signed. Other members of commit- 
tee are Herbert Sorrell, business rep- 
resentative, and Gene Price, secre- 
tary. 

The Society of Motion Picture | 
Film Editors has presented a new | 
set of demands to the major com- | 
panies. First editors are asking for 
a six-day week, with a reduction in 
hours from 54 to 48. Assistant ed- 
itors want a guaranteed salary of 
$67 per week for 47 hours. Society | 
wants a mandatory agreement that | 
an assistant cutter must be used on | 
each feature production. Group also | 
is seeking a new classification of | 
music editor at a minimum wage of | 





$100 weekly, reclarification of the di- | Technicians Local 37. Davis said a 
vision of rerecording editors which | rk Spe peantea complaint will be 
| ed at once. 


carries a minimum wage of $77 per 
week. They claim classification is 
being abused in a majority of the | 
studios. 

Early Labor Meet Asked 


The American Federation of Labor 
Studio Conference has _ requested 
producers to resume negotiations. 
Letter asking for an early meeting | 
was mailed to Y. Frank Freeman, 
prexy of the Producers Association, 
by J. W. Buzzell, vice-chairman of 
the Council and secretary-treasurer 
of the Central Labor Council. Buz- 


i 
j 


absence of Willie Bioff, conference 
chairman, who is serving a_ six 
months’ jail sentence in Chicago on 
a pandering conviction. Freeman 
said an early meeting would be ar- 
ranged this week. 

Kenneth Thomson, executive sec- 
retary of Screen Actors Guild, re- 
turned to his desk yesterday after 
spending several days in San Fran- 





| operators of the George M. Cohan 


; been sued for $50,173, and Edwin 


cisco attending the Union Label Ex- 
position. 

Superior Judge Emmett Wilson 
has quashed services on Frank Stick- 
ling in suit brought against execu- 
tives of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employes by 
George ‘Curly’ Davis and ~ other 
members suspended because of their 
activities in connection with the 
United Studio Technicians Guild. Ac- 
tion was taken after attorneys for 
[ATSE agreed to accept services on 
all IA officers in this jurisdiction, 
with stipulation that they would be 
liable for all acts of Stickling while 
he was serving here as an interna- 
tional representative for the IA. 
Davis and other complainants are 
each seeking $10,000 damages against 
prexy George E. Browne and other 
officers of the IATSE, as well as an 
accounting of the funds of Studio 





COHAN, N. Y., LESSEE 
WINS OVER LANDLORD 


Esquire 





Amus. Corp., former 
theatre, N. Y., was granted summary 
judgment yesterday (Tues.) in N.Y. 
supreme court by Justice Philip 
McCook against the Gnalbel Realty 
Corp., from whom the plaintiff 
rented the theatre. Esquire had 


Kohl was appointed referee to de- 
termine actual damages. 

Esquire rented the Cohan for five 
years in 1936 at $55,000 yearly. It 
claimed $34,823 was spent in im- 
provements, when Gnalbel, the land- 
lord, defaulted on a judgment and 
the plaintiff was ejected in 1938. 











weeks before. } 


‘Exploitation of double features in | 
the subsequent houses is virtually an 
impossibility, since all exploitative 
angles have generally been worked 
out by the prior houses. Only if oc- 
casional pictures, which are still 
somewhat untapped, reach the sub- 
sequent houses can these houses af- 
ford to expend any money or real 
time in selling the product. Other- | 
wise, the lesser theatres must sim- 
ply run the pictures as is with a sim- 
ple announcement. And certainly 
the nabe houses are running these 
pictures as long as possible, and 
could not extend these runs beyond 
present schedules of two, three and 
occasionally four days.’ 


——$—$——— 





Wobber Urges Ballyhoo 


Continued from page 5 


ally more strongly coupled pictures, those who come later will not be able 








to see both features complete. 

‘First run houses, espcially the big 
nabes such as the Uptown, Granada, 
Tivoli, and Marbro, which have 4,000 
seats and more apiece, milk the pic- 
tures to‘such a degree with the two 
top pictures of the week that the 
lesser _houses have little left for 


Wednesday, May 15, 1940 





Continued 





General Film Exchange to his pres- 
ent status. Midway in the monotony 
of this questioning Blumberg was 
asked what fitle he held when he 
was with the RKO Booking Corp. 
The witness hesitated a moment, and 
then replied frankly, ‘Well, I often 
wondered what it was myself.’ Blum- 
| berg stated RKO owned 175 thea- 
‘tres before receivership, and after 


six months had only 90 odd left. 
The theatres were losing money 
from 1930 on, and in 1932 had a loss 
of $2,500,000 and $550,000 in 1933. 
In 1934 they climbed back into the 
black. He described the causes for 
the losses, but emphatically denied 
Clagett’s impression that it was due 
to high prices paid for film rentals. 


After some comedy repartee be- 
tween Clagett and Edward C. 
Leftery, Blumberg’s attorney, Uni- 
versal head asked:-‘Do you want to 
hear a funny story?’ 


Without waiting for the Govern- 
ment attorney to acquiesce, the Uni- 
versal president described the Omaha 
situation in 1932, when RKO was 
about to have its largest theatre 
foreclosed. Blumberg sa:d that he 
flew to the city, and was told that 
unless he raised $5,000 by 12:30 the 
next day the theatre would be turned 
over to the court. ° 


Tells off the Judge in ’32 


At that time it was showing a com- 
bination vaudeville and picture pol- 
icy. Bill Robinson and 50 colored 
dancers were the scheduled feature 
attraction. A new federal judge was 
appointed to .the bench that day at 
12:15, and unable to raise the money 
required, Blumberg walked into 
court at 12:30 and told the judge, 
‘Well judge, you’ve just inherited 50 
colored gals. You take care of ’em.’ 
Blumberg spent some time on pool- 
ing, describing its effects and bene- 
fits, and said that it enables a more 
intelligent and better financial oper- 
ation of theatres. When Clagett at- 




















their own showings. 

‘Single features remain the only 
hope for more revenue for the dis- 
tributors, since the bulk of the nahbe 
houses today cannot hope to give up 
more money than they are now 
spending for. pictures. If the pro- 
ducers are to get more money they 
must get it from the: big first run 
houses which today are getting the 
cream of the business. But the pro- 


: ducers could get if al 
Dave Wallerstein, Balaban & Katz ' houses on elie ase pa 


district manager of southside and | But this 


Indiana suburban houses: ‘Houses 


| present’ double features 


is impossible under the 


situation 


are now committed up to the hilt on which permits a few houses to take 


pictures and cannot possibly play | 


more pictures than are presently | 
scheduled. Only by the possible | 


the bulk of the public picture coir.’ 





ing new demands for extras, but will| elimination of some of these pic-) Lincoln Exhibs Favor 


delay submitting them to producers| tures would it permit further ex-| 


until after the Producer-SAG Stand-| ploitation of the fewer remaining 
ing Committee completes its eco- pictures so that additional revenue 
nomic survey of the extra situation.| might be obtained from the fewer 


The survey will be finished June 1, 
but it probably will require 10 days 
to two weeks for the Standing Com- 
mittee to reduce its findings to writ- 
ing. The actors are certain to ask 
for higher wages and reclassification 
of extras. 

In the meantime the. SAG an- 
nounced it had turned thumbs down 
on, a request from Sonora to lift the 
Sonora busi- 
ness men claimed they were losing 
business because the picture com- 
panies had abandoned the site as a 
location spot and were going outside 
the zone to escape paying Guild 
scales. 


Howard R. Philbrick, new general 
manager of Central Casting Corp., is 
preparing to slash hours for extras 
to call in for jobs. After interview- 
ing hundreds of atmosphere players, 
Philbrick said their principal com- 
plaint was that they had to remain 
at their telephones from 5 a.m. until 
9 p.m. unless they landed a job soon- 
er. Tentative plans call for limit- 
ing hours to a period in the morning 
and a second period in the after- 
noon. 

A ban has been placed on extras 
identified as having been connected 
with goon squads in the extra ranks. 
Action was taken following a con- 
ference between Philbrick and Dep- 
uties Sutton and Thomas of the 
sheriff's ‘major crime detail’. The 
names of several questionable char- 
acters have been removed from Cen- 
tral records. 

Carl Head has been elected a mem- 


| releases. Admissions are too cheap 
only in rare instances; generally ad- 
missions are up to a practical level. 
and only an outstanding picture such 
as ‘Gone with the Wind’ indicates 
any general possibility of getting 
| Public support and good-will for 
| added admission tariffs. Motion pic- 
|tures are strictly a popular and 
| democratic entertainment and must 
compete on price basis with other 
entertainment competition of bowl- 
ing, baseball, and even free radio. 

‘Occasional borderline pictures can 
be exploited for additional boxoffice 
results, and these results have been 
| obtained recently with additional ex- 
ploitation on such pictures as ‘House- 
keeper’s Daughter’ and ‘Seventeen.’ 

‘Business has become too largely 
concentrated on the weekends, which 
is due primarily to the demands of 
the distributors for weekends for 
their top pictures. The resultant in- 
jury to the midweek business has af- 
fected the revenues of the film com- 
panies as well a® the theatres. A re- 
adjustment of these bookings through 
a mutual understanding between the- 
atres and producers would increase 
revenues for all concerned.’ 

Emil Stern, of Essaness, large Chi- 
cago independent: ‘People are 
| being driven away from theatres 

by double features. Though there 
|; are more people in the country to- 
| day than in 1929, fewer people are 

attending picture houses; and the 
blame apparently rests on the deluge 
lof double features which have sur- 





feited the public’s taste. With double | 





Advance in Admissions | 


Lincoln, Neb., May 14. 
Howard Federer, general manager, 


| Nebraska Theatres, Inc, (Liberty and | 


Varsity, 903 and 1,017 seats respec): 
‘I play many pictures extended 
| time, but most of it is forced due to 
|lack of product. I only attempt it 
| with A’s, but have found in all cases 
| that money won in a good first week, 
| goes to the film companies in rentals 
when the second week slacks off.’ 
| Beb Livingsten, Capitol, 820 seats, 
| Second run A’s, 10-15-20c, duals. 
|‘Only occasionally do I find a film 
| worth extended time, and most of 


ithem fail to hold up on their half. | 


| week booking.’ 
| BR. W. ‘Bob’ Huffman, city manager, 
Lincoln Theatres Corp. (Lincoln, 


| 1,503 seats; Stuart, 1,884 seats; Ne- 
| braska, 1,236 seats): ‘We have always 
| believed in giving a picture as many 
extra days as it will take. As quickly 
as they stop carrying their end, we 
| take them off.’ 

Federer and Livingston both be- 
lieve the time is ripe to advance 
prices, and everybody agreed under 
the present setup of prices that no 
more money could be thrown into 
extra exploitation of given pictures. 
This being a smaller key, it has been 
found that, except in the cases of 
strong flicks, too much phoney 
hurrahing an opening brings in a 
strong reaction and b.o. downturn 
after an initia] flurry. 

Fewer and better pictures is the 
Nebraska view on how the producers 
may aid themselves. It is contended 
that the big pictures make money as 
always, but the producers lose right 
along with the exhibs on the B’s, 





ber of the negotiating committee for | features, the boxoffice might as well | which, in groups of two or three, 
Moving Picture Painters Local 644. be closed at 8 p.m., since no other | can write up enough loss to charge 


He succeeds prexy Otto Geiser, re-| customers can be expected, 


a 


since | off a biggie’s profit. 


Foreign Situation 
Continued from page 6, 
dig, under guidance of L. Jack 


Schlaifer, opens in Chicago tomor- 
row (Thursday) for the rest of the 
week. 


Of UA’s Promised 34 Pix 
For 739-40, 23 Delivered 


Of the 34 pictures United Artists 
producers were slated to make for 
the 1939-40 season, 23 will be de- 
livered. In addition, two have 
been released which were not on 
the schédule, making a total of 25 
distributed. Of the 11 programmed 
and not released, five have been 
apparently abandoned by necessity 





|will be carried over into the new 
| year, 


livered, 10 are yet to be dished up. 
Four will be released before the 
end of the actual film season, while 
{the other six that will be carried 
over will be sold as of 1939-40. 


Total of 34 promised included four 
four-reel Laurel and WMiardy’s, of 
| which two have been abandoned and 
two turned out in six-reel versions. 
'Another necessarily given up _ is 
|‘The Californian,’ 
‘Douglas Fairbanks was to make. In 
|addition, two promised Alexander 
| Korda pictures which were to be 
made in England are not mentioned 
for future release. They are ‘Sin- 
ner’ and ‘Jungle Boy.’ 
| The two films released which were 
not announced at last year’s conven- 
tion are Korda’s ‘Lion Has Wings’ 
;and Goldwyn’s ‘Raffles.’ Four films 
| to be released before end of the cur- 
|rent season are ‘Our Town (Lesser), 
i‘Over the Moon’ (Korda), 
|about’ (Roach) and ‘Capt. Caution’ 
(Roach). Six to be carried over are 
‘an Ernst Lubitsch picture not yet 
named, and five Edward Small pro- 
ductions, ‘Pago Pago,’ ‘Son of Monte 
Cristo,’ ‘Man in Iron Mask,’ ‘Val- 
entino,’ ‘Kit Carson’ and ‘Two Years 
Before the Mast.’ 








Small’s Music Dep’t 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Full time music department for all 
his productions has been established 
by Edward Small, with Edward 
Ward as headman.° Deal calls for 
Ward to furnish his own composers 
and arrangers and permits him to 
hee on a few outside jobs. 


| Currently Ward is scoring Small’s 
i ‘South of Pago Pago.’ 





|or choice, while the remaining Six | 


Out of the total of 25 to be de- | 


which the late | 


‘Turn- | 


4 an explanation of the terms. 


20th Argues Dismissal 


from page 6 





tempted to seek information on the 
zoning problem in Omaha, Raftery 
refused to allow Blumberg to answer, 
declaring hotly, that ‘It was set up 
by some of your clients, Mr. Ex- 
aminer, who shoved it down our 
throats.’ Raftery also refused to al- 
low his witness to describe benefits 
of theatre ownership to production, 
and vice versa. The Government 
examiner got around this objection 
by asking questions which forced 
answers, which were in the main 
synonomous with those of other 
major company officials. 


Queried on Film Spending 


Asked what he takes into consid- 
eration and spends on a film to make 
it an ‘A’ picture, Blumberg declared 
‘hat if he had an answer to that 
question the problems of the busi- 
ness would be solved. 


The question of theatre acquisi- 
jion has never been discussed while 
he was in office, by Universal, Blum- 
herg said, this covering the past two 
years. — 

Universal has no difficulty in se- 
euring proper playing time for its 
good pictures, the examiner was told, 
and when with RKO that company 
repeatedly exhibited the features of 
Grand National, Monogram, Repub- 
lic and Gaumont-British in its thea- 
tres, sometimes buying a whole sea- 
son’s product. The witnesses re- 
fused to hazard a guess as to how 
many of these pictures played first 
run. Several other questions were 
asked by other Government counsel 
present, and the examination was 
then closed. 


Wednesday (8), the Department of 
Justice and Government counsel 
reached an agreement on the docu- 
ments required by the department 
for preparation of its suit. Monday 
(13) the Government started an ex- 
amination of these documents at the 
offices of Loew’s, and will follow 
with Warners and Paramount. This 
obviates the necessity of going to 
Judge Goddard to secure an order of 
inspection. 

Charles C. Moskowitz, head of 
Loew’s metropolitan theatres for the 
past 15 years, was examined before 
trial Friday (10) also by Clagett. 
Moskowitz was questioned on sev- 
eral new phases, the most important 
of which dealt with specific com- 
plaints by independents against 
clearance granted by Loew’s either 
to its own theatres or to affiliated 
theatres. 


Moskowitz ducked most of the 
questions relative to theatres outside 
of the N. Y. territory, claiming he 
knew about them only through hear- 
say, but not specifically. In this 
stand his attorney, John W. Davis, 
backed him and refused to allow 
questions to be answered. 


Moskowitz on Pooling 


Split product with RKO was ex- 
plained and the way product is nego- 
‘tiated for. ‘If a picture is screened 
and its quality is not deserving of 
percentage terms, then it is taken on 
a flat rental,’ Moskowitz said. In 
securing films before they are 
actually produced, the reputation of 
the producing study, stories, and 
stars available are taken into con- 
sideration. 

The cost of the films is not dis- 
closed, and J. Robert Rubin, who was 
present, added, ‘Nobody knows the 
approximate cost of anything.’ 


‘If I can buy on a flat rental and 
my film bill would be less, I’d love to 
buy on a flat rental’ declared the 
witness, who added that he always 
had trouble in buying product and 
setting deals for Metro films. ‘Look 
at these gray hairs,’ he added dra- 
matically. 

Complaints mentioned by the ex- 
aminer were those of the Century 
Circuit in Brooklyn and Edward 
Peskey’s Pickwick theatre in Green- 
wich, Conn. Moskowitz said, ‘Loew’s 
have no definite policy in acquisition 
of theatres. If there is a neighbor- 
hood in which I think a Loew theatre 
would be profitable, it then becomes 
my duty to try to get a theatre into 
that vacinity.’ 

Adjustments on price of film are 
requested by Moskowitz all year 
around, but few are secured. The 
witness denied ever having heard of 
overage and underage, and asked for 
He was 
asked if he had not seen them in the 
Government’s complaint, and _ the 
answer was he had not read the com- 
| Plaint. Rubin remarked that if he 
'did he would learn some new facts 
about the industry. 

Nicholas Schenck, president of 


| Loew's, will be the next witness ex- 
| amined. 
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Lynton’ litigation has been laid to rest in the N. Y. federal court, ending 
an eight-year court battle through the highest court in the land and award- 
ing Edward Sheldon and Margaret Ayer Barnes $167,546 for the plagiarism 
of their play, ‘Dishonored Lady,’ in Metro’s ‘Letty Lynton’. 

The U. S. supreme court, upholding the verdict of the N. Y. circuit court 
of appeals, on Nov. 29, 1939, granted the award as follows: as against Metro, 
$50,418 plus $6,050 interest, as against Metro Distributing, $13,720 and 
$1,646 interest, as against Loew’s, $21,508 and $2,581 interest, as against 
Culver Export Corp,, $29,704 and $3,564 interest, as against all defendants 
— fees plus $2,641 interest. Other interest and costs amount 
to $2,714. 

The final figure represents 20% of the net profit realized by the de- 
fendants. 





Lou Irwin, agent given credit for discovery of Darryl Zanuck’s new find, 
Robert Sterling, says the lad’s name had to be changed to avoid confusion. 
His real monicker is William S. Hart. 





Probably oldest active hitch-hiker in the country is 81-year-old Jim 
McGowan of Pittsburgh, an uncle of Jim Alexander, head of Republic film 
exchange in that city. McGowan thumbed his way to Louisville for the 
Kentucky Derby and over the weekend went to Baltimore the same way 
for the Preakness. Alexander says the octogenarian refuses to travel any 
other way and, what’s more, is particular about the make of cars he'll ride 
in. Picks only the big ones, telling the others who stop for him to go 
ahead. McGowan is one of Pittsburgh’s best-known characters and has 
hitch-hiked to every section of the country. 





Bathtub stills of Cary Grant in “The Howards of Virginia’ skidded like 
a cake of wet soap past the Will Hays office and broke into the newspapers, 
because Frank Lloyd, indie producer with a Columbia releasing outlet, is 
not under Hays control. Pictures of Grant, lathering his chassis in a wood- 
en laundry tub, were sent simultaneously to the dailies and the Columbia 
publicity department. By the time Joe Breen had issued an ultimatum to 
the studio, the soapy portraits were aJready in print. 








Indies’ H’wood Swarm 


Continued from page 3 


tain as bookmakers at Hollywood and | good Baines’ film, all of which have 
Vine. RKO releases. William Hawks and 
General Service and RKO-Pathe | Ronald Colman will also house their 
studios, the two biggest strictly | fresh-born United Producers Corp. 
rental lots, are today booked solidly | there, as will Sid Schlager with his 
for the next year, with a. majority of | Producers Corp. of America, which 
their commitments carrying through | will make the John Charles Thomas 
a second stanza. Late entries into | Starrers. 
the field are momentarily besieging Morros Seeks Elbow Room 
Universal and Hal Roach to lease Boris Morros and Robert Still- 
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them space, with some even appeal- 
ing to Samuel Goldwyn for admis- 
sion to his lot, although his rates 
are so steep that only those compa- 
nies fortified with top coin can make 
the grade. 

It’s a vast change from film plant 
rental conditions of a year or so ago, 
when General Service, owned by 
Erpi; Talisman, the property of L. A. 
Young of Detroit; International, op- 
erated by Ralph Like, and Sunset 
studios, smallest of the group, were 
almost uninhabited, with those who 
pay the burdensome city, county and 
state taxes on them even offering aid 
in financing new producers in an ef- 
fort to keep the wheels turning. For 
five years David O. Selznick was 
practically the sole tenant of the 


man, who have been officing their 
National Pictures Corp. on the Gen- 
eral Service lot, are seeking new 
quarters where they can get stage 
space for shooting their initialer, 
‘Second Chorus,’ with Universal as 
the most likely choice, although U 
has already taken in Jules Levy’s 
Mayfair Productions and David 
Loew-Albert Lewin Productions. 
Goldwyn is taking care of Walter 
Wanger, Argosy, James Roosevelt’s 
Samuel Bronston Productions, Sol 
Lesser and Eryst Lubitsch Produc- 
tions, which is sufficient to cause 
plenty of schedule juggling on the 
part of the studio manager's staff. 
Hal Roach lot has Wilding Pro- | 
ductions (commercial films), which is | 
about all it can handle when Roach | 











RKO-Pathe property. himself is busy. 
Overflow General Service Talisman Studios, which is man- 





So crowded is General Service at | aged by John F. Meehan, as owner | 
the moment that Erpi has been | Young’s Coast rep, is toting a peak ! 
forced to make a deal with Franklyn | load due to the upturn in camera- | 
Warner, who recently took over the | cranking by indies. Headquarters | 
old Educationa: studio for Fine Arts, | for Monogram for the last three years, 
to handle the GS overflow there. | the studio is now housing six other 
On those occasicns when FA, too, is | indie units. Headquartering there, 
filled, Erpi, much as it dislikes the | in addition to Mono, are E. B. Derr’s 
idea of meeting Sam Goldwyn’s| Crescent Pictures; Spectrum Pic- 
tariff, is forced to do business with | tures, which is doing eight westerns | 
him in order to make good on its | for Mono release; T. R. Williams, 
lessees’ space requirements. who is readying for a group of sage- 

Selznick’s deal for RKO-Pathe | brushers and features; George Weeks, 
having expired, RKO is now using it | doing eight oaters for Mono release; 
as a home site for some of its own | Bud Barsky, with plans for 26 fea- 
production units as well as those in- | tures, and the Hubbard Hunt outfit, 
dies making films for RKO release. which is making 16mm. talkers. 
Company’s Gower street plant has in International studio is the home 
recent months been so overtaxed that | port of the British-American Talent 
it was necessary to strike sets im- | School, besides which it can accom- 
mediately they ‘had been used, and | modate only one or two small units. | 
to work ‘construction crews on over- | Plant was recently taken back by 
time pay to erect new ones in their Like from Retsama Productions, 
stead in order to keep the cameras which failed to carry through with 
turning. its announced program. 

With the taking back of RKO-/| Sunset Studio houses Alexander 
Pathe, thus permitting the thinning | Bros., Million Dollar Productions | 
out of production on the Gower and others. While it has only one 
street, RKO is also able to net a | stage, it has plenty of office space. 
profit on the rentals paid by self- $4,000 Daily Rental 
financed organizations taking advan- Holly wood rental costs vary con- 
tage of its distributor setup. siderably, depending upon the num- 

Edward Small, Frank Lloyd, Alex- | bers of ‘frills offered the renter. An 
ander Korda, Richard Rowland, | outfit operating on budgets ranging 
Harry Sherman and Stephens-Lang | from $650,000 to $8000,000 has to 
Productions are now harnessing all! hand Goldwyn an average of $4,000 
the offices, stages and shops, as well | per shooting day for the use of his 
as the entire mechanical facilities of | layout, while the same company can 
General Service studio. With Small | cut to — per day on the General 
and Lloyd nsing simultaneously, | Service lot. 
Erpi ax bak to mo Sherman and Goldwyn’s price is tops ca msaager 
Stephens-Lang at Fine Arts, and he passes out the greatest “yo a 
will probably have to move Korda | ‘luxuries to producers, but : e fee 
over to Goldwyn’s when his ‘Thief | is the same regardless of what use 
of Bagdad’ interiors gets under way. | the latter makes of them. " 

Operating at RKO-Phathe, in ad- | And therein may rest anot er = 
dition to three RKO units, are Lou! of hope for Manhattan’s ee | 
Ostrow’s Vogue Productions, which | Flower. Indie producers don't = 
is making the ‘Little Abner’ features; | to expend any more than Is neces- 
Jack Votion and Sam Coslow’s Lum! sary. They're funny that way. 
and Abner series (Voco Produc- It's just possible that apogee By 
tions); and Charles Ford and Jerry |in a position to do a bit of whit- 
Brant, who will make the ‘Scatter-! tling on New York studio rentals. 
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WEEK Rev. 
OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R.T. 
RELEASE Var. 
3/15/40 5/15 MEN WITHOUT SOULS (Col) DR. Hudson-J. Litel-B. MacLane 62 
2/14 YOUNG TOM EDISON (M-G) RD OM. Rooney-F. Bainter-G. Bancroft 85 
3/30 MIDNIGHT LIMITED (Mono) M_ J. King-M. Reynolds 61 
2/14 WOMEN WITHOUT NAMES (Par) M_ CE. Drew-R. Paige-J. Barrett es 
3/6 MILLIONAIRE PLAYBOY (RKO) C J. Penner-L. Hayes na 
3/13. PIONEERS OF THE WEST (Rep) W _ R.z. Livingston-R. Hatton-N. Beery 56 
1/31 GRAPES OF WRATH (20th) DH. Fonda-J. Darnell-J, Carradine 97 
5/1 MAKING EYES AT ME (U) MU C. Moore-T. Brown-R. Carle Ct) 
3/27 REBECCA (UA) M J. Anderson-L. Olivier-J. Fontaine 130 
3/13. 3 CHEERS FOR IRISH (WB) CD CPP. Lane-T. Mitchell-D. Morgan 100 
3/22/40 3/6 TOO MANY HUSBANDS (Col) C J. Arthur-F. MacMurray 80 
2/28 ROAD TO SINGAPORE (Par) MU _B. Crosby-D. Lamour-B. Hope B4 
3/20 PRIMROSE PATH (RKO) DG. Rogers-J. McCrea-M. Rambeau 92 
3/20 FORGOTTEN GIRLS (Rep) DL. Platt-D. Woods-W. Gibson 68 
1/24 THE BLUEBIRD (20th) RO _ S. Temple-S. Byington-N. Bruce 83 
3/27 IT’S A DATE (U) RD __sOD=«z ~Durbin-K, Francis-W. Pidgeon 100 
3/20 VIRGINIA CITY (WB) WE. Flynn-M .Hopkins 125 
3/29/40 4/10 SON OF THE NAVY (Meno) C J, Parker-J, Dunn-M. Spellman 1 
2/14 THE FARMER’S DAUGHTER (Par) C M. Raye-C. Ruggles-R. Denning 6@ 
4/3 GHOST VALLEY RAIDERS (Rep) w D. Marry-}. Andre-L. M.son 57 
3/27 RANCHO GRANDE (Rep) WG. Autry-S. Burnette-J, Story 68 
4/10 FREE, BLONDE AND 21 (26th) CCL. Bari-J. Davis-H. Wilcoxon 15 
11/8 OVER THE MOON (UA) C M. Oberon-R. Harrison-M. Selten 1% 
4 /3 /40 3/13 BLAZING SIX SHOOTERS (Col) Ww sC, Starrett-I. Meredith 61 
4/3 AND ONE WAS BEAUTIFUL (M-G) D J. Muir-L. Day-R. Cummings 68 
4/24. TW®O GIRLS ON BROADWAY (M-G) MU_L Turner-J. Blondell-G. Murphy 70 
5/15 TOMBOY (Mono) C J. Moran-N. Jones 70 
1/24 ADVENTURE IN DIAMONDS (Par) M_ 4G. Brent-I. Miranda-J. Loder 72 
4/3 COURAGEOUS DR. CHRISTIAN (RKO) D  4J. Hersholt-D. Lovett-T. Neal 64 
4/3 STAR DUST (206th) CD iL. Darnell-J. Payne-R. Young 84 
HALF A SINNER (U) D_ 4H. Angel 
5/1 ONE MILLION B. C. (UA) DL. Chaney, Jr.-V. Mature-C. Landis 85 
4/10 IT ALL CAME TRUE (WB) CD sA«Y Sheridan-J. Lynn 95 
4/12 /40 5/1 MAN WITH NINE LIVES (Col) M sSO~B:z, Karloff-R. Pryor-J. Sayres 13 
: 4/17 DR. KILDARE’S STRANGE CASE (M-G) RD _L. Ayres-L. Barrymore-L. Day 16 
5/8 COVERED WAGON TRAILS (Mone) Ww sd. Randall-S. Cairnes 52 
3/6 DR. CYCLOPS (Par) DA. Dekker-J. Logan-T. Coley VW 
4/17 HI-YO SILVER (Rep) W #éWHi-Yeo Silver-L. Powell-L. Roberts 69 
3/20 VIVA CISCO KID (206th) RD C. Romero-J. Rogers-S. Fields 7 
3/13 HOUSE OF SEVEN GABLES (Uy D M. Lindsay-G. Saunders-V. Price 87 
4/17 KING OF THE LUMBERJACKS (WB) M_  d4Jz. Payne-G. Dickson 58 
5/1 YOUNG BUFFALO BILL (Rep) WR. Rogers-G. Hayes-P. Moore 59 
4 /19 /40 I MARRIED ADVENTURE (Col) D Mrs. Osa Johnson 
COLORADO TRAILS (Mone) Ww Tex Ritter 
1/24 ABE LINCOLN IN ILLINOIS (RKO) RD &R. Massey-R. Gordeon-M. Howard 116 
4/17 JOHNNY APOLLO (20th) RD MT. Power-D. Lamour-E. Arnold 94 
5/1 SAPS AT SEA (UA) CS. Laurel-O. Hardy 57 
4/24. ENEMY AGENT (U) D 4J.Cromwell-H. Vinson 61 
4/24 TILL WE MEET AGAIN (WB) RD M. Oberon-G. Brent 108 
5/1 IN OLD MISSOURI (Rep) RD Weaver Bros.-Elviry-J. Storey 67 
4/24 LIGHT OF WESTERN STARS (Par) W V.« Jory-J. A. Sayers 63 
4/10 DARK COMMAND (Rep) Ww C, Trevor-J. Wayne-W. Pidgeon 91 
4/26 / 40 5/1 DOCTOR TAKES A WIFE (Col) CD _siL. Young-R. Milland-G, Patrick 83 
; 4/17 FORTY LITTLE MOTHERS (M-G) CD CE. Cantor-R. Morgan-R. Johnson 87 
/8 MYSTERIOUS MR. REEDER (Mone) M W. Fyffe-K. Walsh-L. Harding 61 
11/15 FRENCH WITHOUT TEARS (Par) CE. Drew-R. Milland 67 
4/10 CURTAIN CALL (RKO) RD _ iB. Read-J. Archer-A. Mowbray 61 
5/8 COVERED WAGON DAYS (Rep) W_ssORs«. Livingston-R. Hatton-D. Renalde 56 
3/6 SHOOTING HIGH (20th) D  4J. Withers-G. Autry-M. Weaver 65 
5/8 AN ANGEL FROM TEXAS (WB) CCE. Albert-R. Lane 69 
4/24. GRANDPA GOES TO TOWN (Rep) CD J. Gleason-L. Gleason-H. Davenport 66 
5/3/40 BLOCK ‘K’ RIDES TONIGHT (Col) Ww se Bill Elliott 
i 4/24 IRENE (RKO) MU Az. Neagie-R. Milland-R. Young 93 
3/29 SO THIS IS LONDON (20th) C R. Hare-A. Drayton-G. Sanders 80 
5/1 20 MULE TEAM (M-G) D  W. Berry-L. Carrillo-M. Rambeau 82 
4/17 BUCK BENNY RIDES AGAIN (Par) Cc J. Benny-Rochester-E. Drew 82 
5/15 TEAR GAS SQUAD (WB) M OD. Morgan-G, Dickson-J. Payne 53 
5/1 IF I HAD MY WAY (U) MU iB. Crosby-G. Jean-E. Brendel 93 
5/10/40 5/8 OPENED BY MISTAKE (Par) CDC. Ruggles-J. Logan-RB, Paige 63 
ee 4/3 BEYOND TOMORROW (RKO) CDC. Winninger-C. A. Smith-B. Barnes 84 
THE CROOKED ROAD (Rep) M E, Lowe-I. Hervey-H. Wilcoxon 
$/1 I WAS AN ADVENTURESS (20th) D Zorina-R. Greene-E. von Stroheim 86 
SKI PATROL (U) DL. Desti-P. Dorn-K. Adams 64 
EDISON, THE MAN (M-G) D S. Tracy-R. Johnson-L, Overman . 
5/15 GAUCHO SERENADE (Rep) w éG. Autry-S. Burnette 
COWBOY FROM SUNDOWN (Mono) WwW =éT. Ritter-R. Ates-P. Haddon 
4/10 SATURDAY’S CHILDREN (WB) D J. Garfield-A. Shirley 97 
| 5/17/40 BABIES FOR SALE (Col) C 4G, Ford-R. Hudson 
4/24. TWO GIRLS ON BROADWAY (M-G) CD sCiLL. Turner-J. Blondell-G. Murphy 7% 
5/15 WATERLOO BRIDGE (M-G) D_ R.z. Taylor-V. Leigh-V. Field 103 
5/1 TYPHOON (Par) RD D. Lamour-R, Preston-L. Overman 7@ ¢ 
5/1 MY FAVORITE WIFE (RKO) RD I. Dunne-C, Grant-R. Scott 88 
ON THEIR OWN (20th) CS. Byington-K, Howell-G. Ernest 65 
5/8 TURNABOUT (UA) D J. Hubbard-A. Menjou-C. Landis 81 
SANDY IS A LADY (U) C Baby-Sandy-M. Auer 
ISLAND OF DOOMED MEN (Col) M P. Lorre-R. Hudson-C. Middleton 
KID FROM SANTA FE (Mono) w Jack Randall-C. Curtis-C. Rochelle 
GANGS OF CHICAGO (Rep) M L. Nolan-L. Lane 
5/15 ALIAS THE DEACON (U) CCB. Burns-M. Auer-P. Moran 73 
5/15 FLIGHT ANGELS (WB) M OV. Bruce-R. Bellamy-W. Morris 72 
5 /24/40 TEXAS STAGECOACH (Col) ws C. _ Starrett-I. Meredith 
‘ ON THE SPOT (Mone) M F. Darro-M. Kornman 
4/10 THE BISCUIT EATER (Par) cD B. Lee-C. Hickman-H. Millard me 
YOU CAN’T FOOL YOUR WIFE (RKO) cD L. Ball-J. Ellison-E. Dunn 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RANGERS (Rep) WwW sdRK.. Livingston-R. Hatton-D. Renalde 
LILLIAN RUSSELL (20th) RD A. Faye-D. Ameche-H. Fonda 
§/15 OUR TOWN (UA) D W. Holden-M. Scott-F. Bainter 90 
5/8 TORRID ZONE (WB) CD J. Cagney-A. Sheridan 87 
> ae ih OLF MEETS LADY (Col) M W. William-J. Muir-E. Blore 62 
5/31/40 TRAN Aue GOD (M-G) Cc J. Crawford-F. March-R. Hayworth 
QUEEN OF THE YUKON (Mono) M Ne cast 
WAY OF ALL FLESH (Par) DA. Tamiroff-G. George-W. Henry 
3/13 BILL OF DIVORCEMENT (RKO) D Mz. O’Hara-A. Menjou-F, Bainter 170 
MARRIAGE IN TRANSIT (20th) CD OR.z Sterling-V. Gilmore-J Davis 
LA CONGA NIGHTS (U) CD Hz. Herbert-C, Moore-D. O’Keefe && 
BAD MAN FROM RED BUTTE (0) w é=4J.M. Brewn-B. Baker-F. Knight 
MURDER IN‘THE AIR (WB) MR. Reagan-L. Lys 
ATRAZ (Col MJ. Holt-C. Callejo-M. Rosenbleom 
6/7/40 Ln dy pm A CDERS EG CD W. Pidgeon-F. Rice-J. Schildkraut 
HIDDEN GOLD (Par) w WwW. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Wood 
SAINT TAKES OVER (RKO) MG. Sanders-W. Barrie 
PRAIRIE LAW (RKO) w § G. O’Brien-V,. Vale-D. Hogan 
EARTHBOUND (20th) D W. Baxter-A. Leeds-L. Bari 
NO EXIT (U) D °:W. Ford-K. Adams 
BROTHER ORCHID (WB) CDE. G. Robinson-A, Sothern 
F THE ROAD (Col) DA. Dvorak-L. Lane-H, Mack 
6/14/40 THE MORTAL STORM (M-G) M Mz. Sullavan-J. Stewart-F. Morgam 
- SAFARI (Par) RD  M. Carroll-D. Fairbanks, Jr. 
TOM BROWN’S SCHOOL DAYS (RKO) D J. Lydon-F, Barthoimew 
FOUR SONS (20th) DCD. Ameche-M .B. Hughes-A. Curtis 
SANDY IS A LADY (0) D Baby Sandy-M. Auer-N, Grey 
FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE (WB) M R, Pryor-L,. Fairbanks 
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Theatres—Exchanges 


Continued from page 13 
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occupied in House several years ago.!ing recently before Charlotte City 


He won the nomination by a large 


district comprising Armstrong, Jeffer- 
gon, Indiana and Cambria counties. 

Construction started on new Home- 
stead Park theatre in Munhall dis- 
trict by John Stahl, who presently 
owns and operates two Homestead 
houses with his son. New spot will 
have capacity of 700, ready late this 
summer. 

Briefies: Ted Davis, Metro student 
spalesman from Detroit, working out 
of the local branch now . .~-. Ex- 
hibitor Ralph Mervis up and around 
again following an operation... 
L. C. McElroy back at the Melrose as 
manager . .. Joe Gins, Columbia 
salesman, grabbed best weekly aver- 
age this year in Film Row bowling 
league. 





Kilgore Surprises Memphis 
Memphis, May 14. 
Naming of Robert Kilgore as man- 
ager of the soon-to-reopen Loew’s 
Palace here came as a complete sur- 
prise in local film circles. It had been 


Cecil E. Vogel, for 10 years manager | 
of Loew’s State, would be upped to, 
city manager under resumption of | 
the setup in existence prior to the 
recently-expired Lightman lease on 
the Palace. 

Announcement by J. R. Vogel out 
of New York is that Kilgore will run | 
Palace, Vogel will operate the State, | 
and there will be no city manager, , 
the two being independent rivals. | 
Kilgore started in Memphis as usher 
10 years ago. 


Reimer’s Quimby Post 
Fort Wayne, Ind., May 14. 

Frank J. Reimer, formerly of In- 
dianapolis, appointed manager of 
Quimby Theatres, Fort Wayne, which 
operate the Paramount, Emboyd, 
Jefferson and Riley. Reimer an- 
nounced several changes in policy, as 
follows: 

One picture weekly at the Em-| 
boyd and Paramount, and stage shows | 
at the Emboyd every two weeks; one 
first-run film and one grade A sec- 
ond-run picture with each change of 
film at the Jefferson. Films to be 
brought here will be scheduled in 
Fort Wayne soon after their release 
dates. 











W-K’s 4th in Spartanburg, S. C. 
Spartanburg, S. C., May 14. 

Wilby-Kincey expected to start 
work on new Criterion, chain’s 
fourth Spartanburg house, this sum- 
mer. 

Carolina, Wilby-Kincey’s top Hen- 
dersonville, N. C., house, damaged 
slightly by fire recently. None seri- 
ously injured. 

Robert Wilby among those appear- 





| Texas. 


| Council in effort to further spread 
majority in primary. Ran in fter- | 


Sunday pix in Carolinas. 
Suvern Allen assumed new duties 
as manager of Strand here. 





McCarty, Brideau Swap 


Burlington, Vt., May 14. 

William E. McCarty, manager of 
the Majestic for years, transferred 
to Berlin, N.H., as manager of the 
Princess. Replacing him here will 
be Edward Brideau, transferred 
; from the Berlin theatre. Both part 
| of the Maine & New Hampshire cir- 
cuit. 





Buck Weaver’s Spot 
Dallas, May 14. 
New Par sales manager of the Dal- 
las district is C. H. (Buck) Weaver, 


nounced. Weaver will assist L. W. 
McClintock, Dallas branch manager, 
| Weaver has been with Par 16 years, 
‘for many seasons covering East 





Sol Sachs, RKO division manager 


taken for granted here that Col. | here, announced last week that Ver- 


non (Bud) Gray, p.a., will wield the 
publicist’s portfolio henceforth in this 
territory. 





New Coast Mayfair 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
Mrs. Jennie Dodge opens her new 
Mayfair, seating 816, early in June. 
Policy calls for single bills at 35c 


top. 
While other operators are cutting 
rices, the Oriental, run by Carlin 
Sinker, upped from 20c to 25c. ~ 


Biggio Bros. Add 
Carrollton, O., May 14. 

Biggio Bros., Steubenville opera- 
tors, have acquired the Virginia, only 
picture house here. Theatre for the 
past 10 years has been owned and 
operated by Ralph E. Bishop and it 
will be dark for about a month to 
permit modernization, repainting, 
new sound and projection, reseating, 
etc. Biggios operated the Grand, 
Steubenville, for past 15 years. 








Gene Murphy Upped 
In line with the Loew policy of 
promotion from the ranks, Oscar A. 
Doob, advertising director, has 
designated Gene Murphy, newspaper 


contact man, to succeed Art Schmidt, |: 


newly appointed publicity manager 
at Metro, under Howard Dietz. 
Murphy will handle the portfolio 


service for Loew’s out-of-town the- | 


atres. 

Tom Rogers, publicity man for the 
Valencia, Jamaica, will assume 
Murphy’s duties as N. Y. newspaper 
contact. Teddy Arnow moves from 
Westchester into the Valencia, while 
Jerry Sager steps from a midtown 








New York Theatres 
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GONE WITH 
THE WIND 


While this engagement is limited, 
G WT W will not be shown except at 
advanced prices... at least until 1941. 


ASTOR i=? 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 
Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m. 



















HELD OVER 


“IF | HAD MY WAY” 


With Bing CROSBY and Gloria JEAN 


UNITED RIVOLI Broadway 


ARTISTS at 49th St. 
Deers Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 














PARAMOUNT .. 


HELD OVER 4TH WEEK 







“Buck GENE KRUPA 
B and Orc. 
enny pois 
tides Again” | Conste Beswet 







Midnite Screen Shows 
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Starts Thursday 
Her 7 pi .; Ag 
since her wor ri- 
umph as Scarlett! Breedway Gtet Sweet 
Robert 


TAYLOR 


Vivien 
LEIGH e 


“WATERLOO BRIDGE” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





Hugh Braley, district manager, an- | 


division into the Westchester job. 
Al Lippe, Newark, succeeds Sager in 
Manhattan. Arthur Egberts, now in 
Jersey City, will handle both J. C. 
and Newark. 

Schmidt formerly was assistant to 
Doob, in charge of Loew theatre 
publicity. Metro’s setup now has 
Si Seadler as advertising manager, 
| William R. Ferguson exploitation 
'manager, and Schmidt publicity 
manager. Howard Strickling is the 
'Coast publicity chief and Frank 
| Whitbeck on exploitation. Dietz 
' will travel frequently between N. Y. 
and California henceforth. 








Barnes Goes Sterling 
Seattle, May 14. 
Charley Barnes, formerly with 
Hamvrick-Evergreen here, new man- 
‘ager of Palomar, Sterling chain. 





- Blitzkrieg 
Detroit, May 14. 
work fast and 





Blifzkriegs in 
strange ways. 

First house to close here for the 
summer season is the Chopin, which 


i displayed all-Polish films. 





Seffel’s Post 
San Antonio, May 14. 
Elmer R. Seffel, former manager 
of the Plaza here, recently razed for 
a department store, will manage the 
| Aztec and Rio, both operated by Dr. 
J. L. Montague at Edinberg, Tex. 





Joe Garrison Promoted 


Joe Garrison, formerly Universal 
}branch manager in St. Louis, made 
| district manager of Omaha, Kansas 
| City, Des Moines and St. Louis, re- 
| placing Pete Dana, who comes to 
New York on special assignment out 
of the home office. Harry Hines, 
salesman in St. Lo. office succeeds 
Garrison as branch manager. 








Lorence’s Addition 


Buffalo, May 14. 
Herman Lorence, having sold his 
theatre at Cattaraugus, will break 
ground this month for his new Fre- 
donia theatre, Fredonia, seating 650. 
J. Fred Strasser, former operator 
of the Emblem, dead at Lancaster. 
Colonial, Niagara Falls, closed by 
H. Olson; also Majestic, Hornell, by 


F. Peters. 

Former’ partnership of Emil 
Teschemacher and Frank Minor 
operating the Casino, Buffalo, termi- 


nated; Minor now operating solo, 
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creased blood pressure from his in- 
dignation at film.’ 

Picture should not be confused 
with ‘Our Town,’ made by Sol Les- 
ser for Unifed Artists and not yet 
released. The one complained of 
was made purely for propagandistic 
purpose by Audio Productions. Mil- 
ler said it purports to present an 
anti-social theme denouncing union- 
ism in favor of big manufacturers. 
Plaintiff says he has never belonged 
to a union. 


Newsreels’ Commercial 
Plugs Nixed by Exhibs 


Growing tendency of newsreels to 
give screen credits gratis to com- 
mercial firms and the growing in- 
crease of plugs for film company 
features are beginning to react un- 
favorably with exhibitors. Their 
argument is that if they pay for a 
newsreel, they have a right to ex- 
pect it to be devoted strictly to 
news. Some contend this is begin- 
ning to lead newsreels into the cate- 
gory of advertising films. 

Exhibs don’t object if mention of 
a firm or company is pertinent to 
the news value of the subject, and 
they admit that many reels still pass 
up certain blurb stories rather than 
comply with film credit. But it 
doesn’t answer their squawks on the 
plugs for feature pictures, special 
premieres or other artifices being 
used to sugar-coat the bally. Ex- 
hibitors charge that this practice 
even extends to polite logrolling by 
certain reels for competitive dis- 
tributors because the newsreels are 








BEG. FRIDAY, MAY 1% 


CAGNEY * SHERIDAN 
O’BRIE In a New Warner 


Bros. Success 


‘““TORRID ZONE”’ 
»2,, SAMMY KAYE 


and His Orchestra 


to 11 A.M. 


B’way 
Mon. to Fri. 


paren epee and 25c 


| blanket-booked into their theatre 
outlets, 

Newsreel editors claim their hands 
are tied when certain coverage on 
premieres is ordered. But they do 
believe that plugs for hotels, style- 
shops, stores, etc., are uncalled for 
ahd should be stamped out by uni- 
form action of all five reels. Their 
belief is that once one reel is bludg- 
eoned into giving credit on the 
screen every newsreel has to follow 
suit or be barred from covering cer- 





Starts Thurs, 
May 16th 
“SLIGHTL 

HONORABLE” 
In Person 
Ruth Terry 

Eddie LeBaron 
and Orch, 

Others 


Last Times Wed. 


“ y. D 
SINGAPORE” 
In Person 


Big Stage 
Boves 








tain style revues, etc. 





RADIO 
CITY 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


MY SON, MY OOM 


Spectacular Stage Productions 








One newsreel editor this week said 
that ‘the reels have been thoroughly 
devoid of such extraneous matter for 
nearly 20 years—then suddenly 
there is a tremendous growth of the 
practice.” He admitted there was 
little that could be done about it 
[until all reels presented a united 
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Webb Miller: In Memoriam 

Death of Webb Miller, general 
European manager of the United 
Press, near London last Wednesday 
(8), removes one of the last of the 
American war correspondents who 
did similar service during the World 
War. Miller was killed in falling 
from a moving train during a black- 
out period. Germany immediately 
accused the British of murdering 
Miller for devious reasons. His 
death was believed accidental, with 
the explanation given that the corre- 
spondent had probably been under 
the impression the train had halted 
at a station when he stepped off. 

The dispatches of Miller from the 
various war centers had been as 
prominently featured as they were 
during the World War. He joined 
United Press in 1916 after serving as 
a free-lance reporter covering the 
Pershing expedition against Pancho 
Villa. When the World War broke 
out he was sent to Europe. 

Miller covered the various Euro- 
pean trotbles since, and at the time 
of the Abbysinian invasion by Italy 
secured a notable beat over the late 
Floyd Gibbons. 

Miller, who was 48, recently au- 
thored a book, ‘I Found No Peace,’ 
an account of his career as a war 
correspondent. 








That Red Herring Again! 

Self-designated , progressive group 
within the New York Newspaper 
Guild iis quietly going about marshale 
ing support for a test of strength 
with the so-called regulars for dele- 
gates to the American Newspaper 
Guild convention in July. It’s re- 
ported that the faction, which is 
headed by Oliver Pilat, of the N. Y. 
Post, is doing uncommonly well, with 
a strong possibility that it may send 
a majority of the delegates to the 
annual conclave. 
The undertaking is highly signifi- 
cant in that, should the progressives 
in the New York Guild triumph over 
the regulars, the issue of radicalism 
in the ANG may be brought out into 
the open on a national scale. The 
Pilat group has accused the leaders 
of the New York Guild of being af- 
filiated with Communism, the fire 
allegedly being directed at Carl Ran- 
dau, who defeated Pilat for the pres- 
idency,of the New York Guild; Nat 
Einhorn, the New York Guild exec 
sec; Milton Kaufman, exec sec of the 
national body, and others. 

With Ken Crawford, prez of the 
ANG, reputedly in sympathy with 
the progressives, regulars are said to 
be grooming Kaufman for presidency 
of the national body, which, it is un- 
derstood, will be made a paid, full- 
time job at the convention. Pro- 
gressives and others would like to see 
Crawford take the post as a paid, 
full-time one, but Crawford is re- 
ported to have said that he will not 
run. He recently became Washing- 
| ton correspondent for PM, the forth- 
coming New York tab, and would 
like to continue at that. 

It’s claimed by the Pilat group 
that it is getting even more support 
in units outside of New York than in 
the metropolis. If that is so, the fac- 
tion may capture the convention 
completely. 

Among newer charges leveled by 
the Pilat group against those now in 
control of the ANG is that the recent 
contract signed with the Associated 
Press was rushed through for pres- 
tige, despite unworthy conditions. 
Wages-under the AP pact are claimed 
to be inferior and wholly out of line 
with other pacts. That’s one of the 
many things expected to get a ham- 
mering at the convention. 





AP and Sarah Bernhardt 

Press-agenting itself through the 
new book by Oliver Gramling and 
William A. Kinney on its 90 years 
of existence, the Associated Press 
wasn’t above sexing it up in the 
story it sent out to all member 
newspapers. Sex reared its lovely 
head in the story sent out to most 
of the 1,400 member newspapers in 
the anecdote—the only one used— 
about Sarah Bernhardt. 

The authors describe it this way, 
according to the dispatch: 

‘Sam Davis, a Nevada string cor- 
respondent . . . interviewed the 
great Sarah Bernhardt for the Car- 
son Appeal, his own little news- 
paper; for the San Francisco Ex- 
aminer and for the cooperative. 
The actress liked him so much that 
when the train was ready to leave 
she-put her hands on his shoulders, 
| kissed him on either cheek and then 
| squarely on the mouth. Said she, 
‘The right cheek for the Carson Ap- 

peal, the left for the Examiner, the 
_ lips, my friend, for yourself’? — 
' ‘Davis displayed no signs of bash- 





fulness, ‘Madame,’ he exclaimed. ‘I 
also represent the Associated Press, 
which serves 380 papers west of the 
Mississippi River alone.’ 





Films Hypo Reprint Books 


How films based on books accel- 
erate sales of the stories coincident 
with their republication is evidenced 
by the sales records of the 25c Pocket 
Books reprints. When the first 10 
Pocket Books were issued just a 
year ago, ‘Wuthering Heights’ was 
among them. Because of the simul- 
taneous release of the screen version, 
the book was the company’s best- 
seller despite the continual addition 
of titles. 

Recently, Pocket Books reissued 
Paul deKruif‘s ‘Microbe Hunters’ and 
gave it the title of ‘Dr. Ehrlich’s 
Magic Bullet,’ the same as that of 
the Warner film, whose subject is 
treated in the book. ‘Dr. Ehrlich's 
Magic Bullet’ now tops ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ in sales. Prompted by the 
success of these two, Pocket Books 
will bring out two more books coin- 
cident with their screen counterparts, 
‘Tom Brown’s School Days’ and ‘Our 
Town.’ Latter will be the first mod- 
ern play on the list. 





Whole Force Seeks PM Jobs 


One of the funniest newspaper 
gags, printed by Walter Winchell, 
that Chamberlain resigned to join 
PM, the new N. Y. daily, is almost 
parred by applications for jobs on 
the daily. 

One news agency (foreign) had ap- 
plications filed with PM by every- 
body from the top man down to the 
office boys. 

Ed Levin has resigned from the 
Balaban & Katz press department, 
Chicago, effective immediately, to 
join the promotion department of 
the new PM rag in New York. Ap- 
pointment was made by Bill Ben- 
ton, who is on leave of absence from 
the University of Chicago, to head 
the PM promotion staff. 

Levin has been with B. & K. for 
nine years and joins PM immedi- 
ately. 





Look’s $500,000 Libel Suit 


James G. Reardon, president of 
Posse Institute at Kendall Green, 
Mass., filed suit Friday (10) in N. Y. 
federal court against Look, Inc. 
seeking $500,000 damages for alleged 
libel, The plaintiff was formerly 
Commissioner of Education of Mass- 
achusetts. 

It is alleged that the libel appeared 
in the Dec, 19, 1939, issue of Look 
and among the charges are graft, 
malfeasance, and acceptance of 
bribes, 





War Correspondents Sail 


Flareup of the war set off an 
exodus of war correspondents to 
Europe. A dozen sailed Saturday 
(11), including Byron Price, execu- 
tive news editor of the A. P.; Lloyd 
Lehrbas of the A. P.; H. R. Knick- 
erbocker, of INS; Virgil Pinkley, 
European manager of UP, and Glenn 
Melvin Stadler UP. 





Book Fubs’ Low Pay 


Approximately one-third of those 
employed in the book publishing in- 
dustry receive less than the Govern- 
ment standard for a minimum wage 
based on New York State Depart- 
ment of Labor budgets, according to 
the first salary survey ever made of 
the biz, and conducted by the Book 
and Magazine Guild. 

The report was presented in ‘liv- 
ing newspaper’ form at a meeting of 
the organization in New York. The 
confab was addressed by Fannie 
Hurst and Elmer Brown, the latter 
the typo union head, both of whom 
urged something be done to raise the 
wage standard in the book publish- 
ing industry. 

Returns from 36 representative 
firm in the biz made up the report. 
A few of the publishing houses, in- 
cluding Knopf, Random House, Vik- 
ing and Modern Age Books, have 
pacts with the Guild. Wages paid 
by these concerns were higher than 
the average reached for the indus- 
try as a whole, it was emphasized. 





LITERATI OBITUARIES 
Harry I. Finley, 36, secretary to 


U. S. Senator William H. Smathers 
(D-N. J.), and former columnist of 
the Atlantic City Press-Union, died 
May 2 at his A. C. home after a long 
illness, 

Albert Jones, 37, night editor of 
the Camden (N. J.) Courier and sec- 
retary of the Newspaper Guild of 
PhiladeJphia and Camden, died 





(Continued on page 52) 
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GENERAL FOODS SLAPS BACK 





Orr Out to Create 


Greatest Agency 


Radio Dept. in the Biz, He Declares 


Robert W. Orr, executive v.p. of | 
declared last | 


Py ° | 
week that he is determined to build | Tuscola, Ill., May 14. 


Lennen & Mitchell, 


the greatest radio department in any | 
agency and for that reason he was 
opposed to buying any package pro- 
grams. Orr’s remark was made in 
connection with his decision not to 
renew Charles Boyer on the basis 
that had been proposed through 
Boyer’s agents. Boyer preferred to 
have control over his script and 
producer and he had suggested that 
his next series be based on a serial 
with a well etched characterization. 

Orr flew out to the Coast last Fri- 
day (10) for another of his periodic 
radio staff reshuffles. He’s putting 
William N. Robson, who is under 
contract to CBS, in charge of L&M’s 
Hollywood operations. 
been directing ‘Big Town’ for 
Ruthrauff & Ryan. Orr had earlier 
in the week hired Herb Polesie to 
assist, as he put it, Mann Holiner, 
the agency's radio director, who has 
been on the Coast for the past two 
months. 
wood Orr explained that Robson was 
to produce the Don Ameche-Old 


Gold show and that Polesie was to} 
assist Jay Clark on the production | 


of the Woodbury Playhouse (cur- 
rently starring ,Boyer). 
Orr denied the report that Polesie 


is slated to replace Clark altogether 


and that Holiner was breaking with | 
Orr said that he had not} 


L&M. 


received a resignation from Holiner | 


and. that he: was certan that the 
former was coming back to the Nev 
York office. 

(When quizzed about a deal with 
Robson last Tuesday (7) Orr stated 


Friday (10) Orr remarked that a, 
contirmation would have been pre- 
mature because the contract with | 
Robson's signature hadn’t arrived. 
This binder, added Orr, didn’t reach | 
him until Thursday.) 
So It Seems That—— 
Hollywood, May 14. 
Mann Holiner has 
radio director of Lennen & Mitchell 
ad agency, effective June 1. William 
N. Robson takes over following the 
completion of ‘The Big Town’ radio 
series which he produces. 
Holiner will announce his 





new 


Connection in a few weeks. He head- | 
ed the L. & M. agency radio depart- 


ment for 3% years. 


Wicker-Luther Flag-Waver 


Program Up for Kellogg 
Through Kenyon-Eckhardt 


Kenyon & Eckhardt agency is au- 
ditioning a program framed around 
an Americanism theme for Kellogg. 
Cast includes Ireene Wicker, who for 
years was with this account as “The 
Singing Lady,’ and Frank Luther. 

Part of the Kellogg business is 
also handled by the J. Walter 
Thompson agency, and the latter is 
Teported as also getting together a 
show for the cereal manufacturer. 


School Band Instruments 


As Coupon-Saving Lure 
San Antonio, May 14. 
Latest twist in giveaways via the 
airlanes is employed here by the 
Sponsors of the South Texas High 
School Band Radio Competition Fes- 
tival heard over WOAI here. Band 
instruments may be obtained at no 
Cost by schools ‘simply’ by saving 
the coupons that come in the spon- 
sors product, Liberty Mills Flour. 








Coupons are redeemed at a local , 


Music store and standard instru- 


ments are offered. 





Fred Waring Renewed 
Chesterfield (Liggett & Myers) has 
renewed Fred Waring for another 
52 weeks, effective June 17, on the 
NBC-red. 

Hookup is 91 stations. 


Robson has | 


Before he left for Holly- | 


resigned as | 





College Crosstalk 





Station WDZ has launched an 
every-other-week program en- 
titled ‘College to Home’ in which 
students at college speak, with 
the aid of earphones and short- 
wave, to their parents at home. 
It produces a certain amount of 
family humor. 
‘Dad I made the honorary fra- 

ternity,’ said one student. 
‘Fine, son, fine,’ said pa. 
‘There's a $5 initiation fee, dad.’ 
‘Oh!’ 











AGENCY DENIES! 


‘date local commercials has taken | 


CANTOR PAID 
ON CAB. 


Eddie Cantor starts his half-hour 
| program for Bristol-Myers Oct. 2. 
| He will have a new set of personal- 
| ties with him and also a new pro- 
| ducer. 

Young & Rubican, agency on the 
' account, denied the report that Can- 
tor’s deal with the account is based 
jon the ratings his program gets in 
| the C. A. B. reports. Cantor has for 
years expressed the opinion that 
such formula would offer a sound 





| 
| 


| 





Gordon Hittenmark Finds 
Out About Publishing 


Washington, May 14. 
They're generous with the press 


off the bankroll. 
don Hittenmark, NBC announcer, 
has given up his sideline enterprise— 
a weekly magazine carrying the pro- 
grams and propaganda of all local 
stations. 

Disillusionment came at the end of 
eight weeks. In which Hittenmark 
—who is able to get thousands of | 
dolls at Christmas for the poor kids 
—found out that encouragement was 
' about all he could expect from the 
| four local outlets, They liked to/| 
| have their time-table spread around | 


town but when it came to help foot- | 


ing the bill they were strapped. 


| 
| Usual answer—even 


back at the outset—was that ‘expen- 
ditures for advertising are made in 
New York.’ 

Financial statement at the end of 
eight weeks shows: 

Receipts 
StBtIONE: 66.260 
Expenditures 
Out of pocket 


$120.00 


From four 


. $1.200.00 


At the outset, Hittenmark’s mag 
| carried three full-page ads for the 
| National Capital's outlets. «(The two 
/ NBC plants, WRC _ and WMAL, 


doubled up as usual). Because the 
first issue was an exper riment in both 
circulation and composition, the NBC 
spieler repeated the ads gratis the 
second week. After that all he re- 
ceived was good wishes. Even while 
the cover page impartially carried 
cuts of the various webs’ 
known microphonists and the inside 
was crammed with propaganda from 
the mimeographs. 


Ed fader 1 in N. Y, 


Ed Gardner 
from Holly wood by Young & Rubi- 


cam to put on an audition for Pall | 


Mall cigarets, a subsid of the Amer- 
ican Tobacco Co. 


Gardner last week remarked to 
friends in the trade that he is con- 
sidering giving up producing alto- 
sether so that he can concentrate on 
the sale of his ‘Archie’ character, 
something he has already enacted on 
several programs, 


} il * : } 
that he knew nothing about it, but | basis for entertainer compensation. | 


confirmed the hiring of Polesie. On | 


hand-outs but can’t take the elastics | 
Consequently, Gor- | 


from network | 
executives who patted him on the} 


better- | 


has been brought in| 


‘BASEBALL IRK 








Jack Benny — Shifts, 
to WXYZ, Detroit, in Re- 
taliation for WWJ Act— 
Bill Scripps in Quick Trip 
Mollifies Sponsor, Save 


gram Also 





SYMPTOM 





The long-expected (in New York) 
kickback from a national advertiser 
against local stations which cancel 
out network programs to accommo- 





place. It forms, by itself, a most sig- 
nificant development and is inter- 
preted among advertising agencies in 
New York as symptomatic of a 
| growing resentment. Advertisers 
| spending millions of dollars for time 
and entertainment resent as over- 
played the local station defense that 
‘local public interest, convenience 
and necessity’ alibis web cancella- 
tions for baseball, etc. They retort 
that a network program can’t be in 
the public interest 39 weeks a year 
and not in the public interest the 
next 13 weeks. 


Detroit the Scene 


The matter came to a head when 
General Foods ordered NBC to shift 
the Jack Benny program to WXYZ, 
Detroit, after the local red network 
outlet, WWJ decided to pass up the 
| show for baseball after much palav- 
ering. The stanza remains on 
WXYZ, blue network affiliate, as a 
paid-for broadcast, while WWJ is 
free to carry it if it wants to also. 
The move to WXYZ was General 
*Foods’ device for retaliating at those 
network stations that would shelve 
its programs for local seasonal sports 
commitments. 





}issue at both NBC and General 
| Foods in a visit to New York. On 
ithe call to NBC's home office 
Scripps had his lawyer with him and 


there was talk about cancelling his | 
| authorship of 


contract with the network. It was 
Young & Rubicam, agency on the 
account, that had suggested the 
strategy and General Foods, after ap- 
| strateny it, refused to budge. NBC 
took the position that it had né@ 
| alternative but to protect its ac- 
i} counts. Because of a church broad- 
cast commitment on the part of KSD 
| the Benny show has been switched 
to the blue outlet in St. Louis, KWK. 

It is understood that WWJ will cut 
its baseball broadcast should the lat- 


Fels Prepares List of Local Programs 


WGAR, WGN, WCPO, WIL, KFRC, KHJ, Yankee 
Programs Are Rated Good 


e 





Harry Salter’s Idea Show 
Still at Lord & Thomas 


Lord & Thomas is still mulling | 
over the purchase of Harry Salter’s 
idea show, ‘Songs I'll Never Forget,’ 
as a summer placement for the Bob 
Hope series. L. & T.’s option on 
‘Songs’ expires tonight (Wednesday). 

Young & Rubicam would like to 
offer’ the same show to General 
Foods for Postum once L & T re- 
leases it. 


Donald ‘Slee at KDKA 


Pittsburgh, May 14. 
Donald Dixon, formerly of KDKA 
artists staff, has been named to the 


production staff at that studio fol- 
lowing a two-year absence from 
radio biz. He'll help fill vacancy 
‘created by departure of Charles 
Urquhart for Chicago NBC dramatic 
shows 

Dixon for several years was a VvO- 
jcalist on KDKA. | 


Bill Scripps, of WWJ, fought the | 


NAT'L AGCOUNT: 


Info to contest fans will be 


Right to Broadcast Pro-| 





Dallas News-Amon Carter in Deal 
For 2nd Two-City Sharing Setup 


How to Win 





The Dallas News is slated to be- 

; come a partner of the Fort Worth 
| Star-Telegram in the 570 k. c. re- 
pemon channel, which is now ex- 
clusively occupied in Texas by 
KGKO, an Amon G. Carter opera- 
tion. It will make the second wave- 
Raluhaes taredidia Gene or length and transmitter sharing ar- 
| rangement between the two news- 


| planning to go into contests. | 
| | papers. The other involves the 800 
' 


| k. c. clear channel, which is shared 
TWO AGENCIES by WBAP, Fort Worth, and WFAA, 
Dallas. 
| As the result of the deal now in 
process the Dallas News would for 
the first time have two local stations 
, ® ‘and full time representation on the 
i air. No letters have as yet been 


| cited by the Dallas News for its 
second station. 


WFAA and WBAP are affiliates 
of the NBC-red, while KGKO is the 
Fort Worth release for the NBC 
blue network. 





Hartford, May 14. 


—_—-_—_—— $+ 


spilled weekly on WTIC by Mrs. 
A. Sherman Hitchcock, who's 
won 60 prizes since 1936. 
Tagged ‘How to Enter Con- 
tests and Win,’ series is aimed at 














Bids for the Thursday 8-8:30 p.m. 
spot on the NBC-red have been put 
in with the network by Lennen & 
Mitchell in behalf of the Don 
Ameche-Old Gold show and by 
Young & Rubicam in behalf of the 
Pall Mall show which the latter 
agency has been ordered to prepare | a 
for the summer. The period is now | With Walter Rosemont 
occupied by ‘Mr. District Attorney’ | deities 
(Bristol-Myers) and this program} Manfred B. Lee and Frederic Dan- 
shifts to the 9:30-10 p.m. niche on nay, radio script waiters, filed suit 
the same network at the end of next | Friday (10) in the N.Y. supreme 
month. court against Walter L. Rosemont, 


Bristol-Myers has until the end | agent, seeking to break a contract 
of this month to advise NBC what it|whereby the defendant was em- 


wants to do about the 8-8:30 period, | ployed as their agent, and for the 
and it has so far refused to commit | return of $702 in commissions. The 
itself either way. Old Gold 1S ON | contract was entered into June 8, 
the red at 10 o'clock Friday nights. | 1939, and granted Rosemont 10% of 
the net received from CBS for the 
Margaret Sangster’s Days | broadcasting of ‘The Adventures of 
| Ellery Queen.’ 
Belong to Benton-Bowles| 1: is claimed by the plaintiffs that 
Margaret Sangster has signed an | they entered the contract because it 
exclusive daytime scripting deal| had been represented to them that 
with Benton & Bowles and is now | Rosemont was negotiating for their 
writing the ‘Ellen Randolph’ five-a- 


services as writers at CBS. It is 
week serial for Supersuds. Show claimed that this was‘not true, and 
was formerly scripted by Vera Old-|that the contract would not have 
ham. Under her contract with B.| been signed had they known the 
& B., Miss Sangster had to give up | representations could not be lived 
‘Arnold Grimm’s 


up to. 
Daughter,’ Blackett-Sample-Hum- Monday (13) Rosemont filed 2 
mert serial out of Chicago fo Gen-| general denial, in defense, and a 
eral Mills (Softasilk flour). How-| counterclaim of $20,000 against the 
ever, she can stfll do scripts for eve- | Plaintiffs, asserting his commissions 
ning programs. 


| have not been paid since March 29. 





Writers Lee and Dannay 
Sue to Break Contract 




















ed mage with ~ airing “ me | Jay Franklin Cues 
enny program. e same status | 
WHK Program Change 














will prevail in Detroit and St. Louis 
Cleveland, May 14. 


when Benny goes on vacation next 
month and ‘The Aldrich Family’ re- | 

~ Inaugurating a new policy which 
will use nationally famous men the 


places him. 

‘Wake Up America’ program heard 
over WHK will bring Jay Franklin, 
syndicated columnist, here for its 
broadcast of May 21. The program, 
occupying a one hour evening spot 
weekly is sponsored by the Ameri- 
can Economic Foundation of Cleve- 
land. 

Subject of the Franklin broadcast 


ee will be ‘Should There Be More Gov- 

Fels Soap is, according to Young | @™™ment Control of Business.’ Na- 

: >, 5 < H re ic : 

& Rubicam, basing its selection of ; “Te of program is to first discuss 

stations for the manufacturer's new subject and then answer inquiries 

spot campaign on what has been | {rom listeners who phone query 
found out about the pulling power | direct to broadcast. 

Ld = Franklin and cohorts move to 


or popularity of the local programs. | 
The agency had set out to get the | 
dominant type of program in each 
community, and following is how the 
list lines up to date: | 


| WKBN, Youngstown to repeat show 
| following night. 





Marmola Is Back 





WGAR, Cleveland: Jack Parr, 
Hollywood gossip. Kas 
WGN, Chicago: Tom, Dick and Marmola is returning to the air 
Harry, harmony. by the spot announcement route 
WCPO, Cincinnati: ‘Train Time, , with Spot Broadcasting, Inc., doing 
novelty. | the placing for Street & Finney as 
WIL. St. Louis: ‘Mr. Fix-It.’ | usual. 
KFRC, San Francisco: Breakfast The campaign will be nationwide 
Club. and it will be at the rate of five-a- 
KHJ, Los Angeles: ‘Rise and, week for 52 weeks. 
Shine.’ ———— —_—— 
*Yankee Network: “Town Hall Charles Stookey, “CBS Farm Re- 
Party.” community interviews porter, and Josephine Halpin, KMOX 
(*Particular hookup consists of news analyst, to attend Cotton Car- 
WNAC. Boston: WCSH, Portland: nival, Memphis, and originate CBS's 
WEAN. Providence: WTAG, Wor- ‘Country Journal’ program from this 


cester; and WTIC, Hartford.) | spot. 
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AFRA SCALE HUDDLES START NEXT WEEK; 
TOUGH ON INDIE SPECULATIVE CUTTERS 





Advertising Agencies Will Sit In on Talks—Favor| 


‘Custom Built’ Transcriptions—Hollywood Com- 


panies Alarmed 


Negotiations for a code for tran- 
scriptions will probably begin next 
week between the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists and the va- 
rious transcription makers. Latter 
will include Columbia, NBC, Mutual, 
World, Associated and others, with 
the advertising agencies sitting in as 
active observers. Intimated from 


| 


+ 





UNION MUSIC BACK 


But WPEN, Philadelphia, Cuts An- 
nual Commitment in Half 








Philadelphia, May 14. 
The five-months-old dispute be- 
tween Local 77, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, and WPEN was 





both union and transcription sources 
that an agreement will likely be) 
reached quickly. 
AFRA’s transcription code com- | 
mittee has been trying to work out 
a satisfactory proposed schedule of 
fees and regulations for about a 
year, but hes been stymied for some 
months on differences between the 
eastern and Coast viewpoints. Bulk 
of the business in the east is in 
what’s known as ‘custom-built’ discs, 
while most of the activity on the 
Coast is in so-called ‘open-end’ plat- 
ters. Former are those with the 
commercial announcements included 
in the record, while the latter have 
a blank portion to permit any spon- 
sor to insert his own commercial. 
Union is inclined to favor the cus- 
tom-built discs, as they cannot be 
sold, transferred or swapped among 
various sponsors, thus making re- 
peat use of performer services. How- 
ever, most of the transcription busi- 
ness on the Coast is done by inde- 
pendent producers who make the 
platters on speculation and sell them 
to various sponsors on spot basis. 
Charging a flat rate of pay based 
on the number of ‘stations or spon- 
sors would obviously place a pro- 
hibitive handicap on such _ inde- 
pendent producers, so an alterna- 
tive plan was sought by the Coast 
membership of AFRA, Union claims 





to have worked out a satisfactory 
formula, but declines to reveal it for 
the present. 

Under the proposed scale of fees 
for custom-built waxes (printed in 
an adjoining column) it is claimed 
in some quarters that AFRA will be 
putting a tough burden on the 
smaller independent .transcription 
makers, who have to cut corners 
and resort to all manner of in- 
genious expedients to keep down 
expense. Union heads appear to 
realize this, but are unconcerned. 
Their attitude is that the smaller 
outfits are usually the ones who use 
doubtful labor practices and chisel 
in various ways. Big producers are 
easier to regulate and deal with in 
every way, it’s stated. 

In general, the rates for custom- 
built recordings are about equal to 
the regular scale for live commercial 
broadcasts, although there are vari- 
ous additional classifications and 
rules. Although the formula for 
open-end discs isn’t revealed, it is 
believed to be fairly flexible and to 
set rates considerably under those 
for the custom-built platters. 

General conditions are covered in 
the proposed AFRA code by the fol- 
lowing clauses. 

1. AFRA to be exclusive bargain- 
~~ agent for all performers. 

. AFRA shop conditions to pre- 
oan 

3. Signatories agree not, for pur- 


settled on Friday (10) with the re- | 


hiring of the 12-man_ orchestra 
;dropped by the station last Jan. 13. 
The bandsmen went back to work 
yesterday and the union called off 
its pickets. 


The settlement came after months 
of fruitless negotiations and was in 
the form of a compromise. The 
union won its point that the entire 
band be rehired. The station was 
given the right to reduce the number 
of men to eight after Sept. 15. From 
that date until Sept. 15, 1941, WPEN 
will spend only $15,000 a year for 
music, compared with the $31,000 
previously set aside for its band 
budget. 


In addition the station won the 
right to use its orchestra for either 
sustaining or commercial shows 
without any extra payments. This 
summer the musicians will be given 
a week off without pay, while the 
station will have the right to give 
them a month’s payless furlough 
next summer. The musicians will 
get no back pay. 


The accord, signed by Frank P. 
Liuzzi, Local 77’s prexy, and Arthur 
Simon, general manager of WPEN, 
ended the longest strike (the union 
called it a lockout) at any local 
radio station. 


Fuzz-Into-Hair 


Claims Draw 
FIC Scorn 


Washington, May 14. 

Hair and scalp remedies put out 
by Post Institute, Inc., of New York, 
received a wrist-slapping Sunday 
(12) by the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion which warned against a contin- 
uation of radio broadcasts and other 
advertising boosting the products. 
Knob-twiddlers who,have been buy- 
ing - such preparations as ‘Ultrasol 
Hair Bath,’ ‘Ultrasol Pituitary Fluid’ 
and ‘Ultrasol .33’ were warned that 
there is nothing in the preparations 
that will ‘cause fuzz to develop into 
mature hair’ or other hirsute mira- 
cles promised in the radio ballyhoo. 


High-sounding representations that 
‘formation of keratinized epidermal 
waste’ will be preventeg by the 
scalp lotions, or that ‘Post Institute 
isolates from whole gland pituitary 

body a special extract’ which en- 
courages vigorous hair - growth 











poses of evading performance or re- 
sponsibility under code, to (a) trans- 
fer responsibility to another person, 

(b) transfer place of origin of pro- 

duction, (c) license or permit others 
to use discs except under terms of 
the code. 

4. Contract to be for one year. 

5. Arbitration of all disputes under 
the code. 

6. AFRA reserves the right to 
regulate any subsequent ‘new’ or 
‘improved’ methods of recording. 

7. On custom-built recordings 
must be paid full scale for each 
additional sponsor to whom platter 
is sold or for each alteration of com- 
mercial announcements. 

8. One-half regular rate for audi- 
tions for transcriptions, plus full 
rehearsal pay, with one hour re- 
hearsal required. 

9. Performers must have specific 


clared. Furthermore, the ‘Institute’ 
is not a scientific organization and 








| not proof that they have been ‘tested, 
certified or approved by some sci- 
entific organization or some State, 
city or federal board of health.’ 





FOR THE SPONSOR! 


Amos ’n’ Andy Break a Rule Before 
8,000 Employes 








Philadelphia, May 14. 

For the first time in their 12 years 
air experience Amos ’n’ Andy did a 
visual broadcast last Wednesday (8). 
Long advocates of barring the pub- 
lic from the studios to keep the illu- 
sion the veteran duo did their stuff 
before 8,000 employes of Campbell 
Soup, the sponsor. 


should be disregarded, Commish de- | 





notice of part to be played, date, 
time, place of recording, number 
and length of programs to be re- 
corded and total time required for 
rehearsal and recording. 

10. Performers may double one 
part in programs of more than five | bell’s, followed Amos ’n’ Andy, with 
minutes. {a 15-minute turn. 


The crowd was gathered in the 
massive Convention Hall at Camden, 
N. J., as a special event provided 
by the Campbell management. Lan- 





iny Ross, also sponsored by Camp- | 


Both programs | 














WILLIAM A. RIPLE 


Commercial Manager of WTRY, 


Troy, New York, Riple brings an 
outstanding record to his new 
position. 


That Bill and his associates are 


doing a good job is shown by more 
than sixty accounts signed up since 
thousand-watt daytime WTRY de- 
buted a month ago today. 





| 





NBC'S RECOUP) 


MOVE GOING 
THROUGH 


NBC expects to have the matter 
of recouping the 7:30-8 p.m. periods 
(Monday through Saturday) from its 
red network affiliates cleaned up by 
the end of this week. The approvals, 
it reports, have been coming in at 
a rate which assures compliance 
with the request. This will give the 
red five additional evening half- 
hours to put on the sales block. The 
Monday evening period has been 
filled by Lorillard (79 stations) since 
last fall. 

NBC based its request on this pe- 
riod on the survey-backed argument 
that network commercials in the 
8-8:30 period are at a disadvantage 
in competing with Columbia pro- 
grams for listeners because it takes 
a full 30 minutes after the 7:30-8 
o’clock network break for an audi- 
ence to be fully warmed over to 
the red link. 


SARAKA (LAXATIVE) ON 
MBS ‘KEEP FIT’ SHOW 


Union Pharmaceutical Co. is using 
four scattered Mutual outlets on a 
Seven and three fifths week test 
stretch in behalf of Saraka, a laxa- 
tive. Started Mondays through 
Friday sponsorship of Wallace, a 
gym instructor, Monday (13) 10.30- 
10:45 a.m. Program’s called ‘Keep 
Fit to Music,’ using records as ac- 
companiment. 

Sherman K. Ellis agented. WEAN; 
Providence, R. I.; WRR, Dallas; 
WSAY, Rochester, and WGN, Chi- 
cago, carry. 


Lawton Campbell West 
For E. G. Robinson Talks 


Rinso (Lever) will have a sum- 
mer pinchhitter in its Tuesday night 











|spot on CBS while ‘Big Town’ takes 


a 16-week vacation, effective June 
11. Lawton Campbell, head of 
Ruthrauff & Ryan’s radio depart- 
ment, leaves today (Wednesday) for 
Hollywood to complete the plans for 
next season’s ‘Big Town’ series. 
Campbell’s errand includes a talk 
with Edward G. Robinson about new 
terms for the fall. 

Bill Robson, who has gone under 
contract with Lennen & Mitchell, 
will remain as producer of ‘Big 
Town’ until June 11. 


Pearson-Allen Back 


Williams Shaving Cream _ will 
shelve “True or False’ stanza for 











nine weeks beginning June 24 and 
substitute the Drew Pearson-Bob 
Allen combination out of Washing- 
ton, 

It's a Monday night period on the 


11. Net amount of pay may not | were aired over the CBS network | blue, and J. Walter Thompson is the 


(Continued on page 32) via WCAU. 


agency. 


Proposed AFRA Transcription Scale 


(For ‘Custom Built’? Programs) 





ACTORS 

1. Length of program Fee 
DRO We SON, 5 6066S S00 renee a Lepbeaebebeseoeece'rns $2.06 

Over 1 minute and up to 2 MinuteS. .cceseceeeeeeeeeece 3.00 

Over 2 minutes and Up to 5 MINULES. ..ccccccccescceccccccsccs 5.00 
te TP MIO, nok odecsccace ary = ee are ee Ie rer 15.00 

BO Oe TOE aise cissavssseeee a Pe ee re Cre eee 25.00 

Be We Oe IRE 6. 5c ccs ss se conceives S aarp aaa ale diea oes ae a 35.00 


If a program runs over 60 minutes, the excess shall be paid for at the 
rate for 15-minute programs. 


2. Rehearsal: $6.00 an hour, one hour of rehearsal required on each 
call; thereafter rehearsal sha!l be paid at the rate of $1.50 for each 15 min- 
utes or part thereof. Individual compensation shall be on the basis of 
time set forth in the call and the number of programs contracted for, and 
additional rehearsal] time may be requested, and if agreed to, paid for at 
the regular rehearsal rate. 

3. Guaranteed engagement: Where a performer is engaged for a con- 
tinuous, non-cancellable guaranteed term of not less than 13 weeks for 50 
or more spot programs per week in one or more sessions, the fee for each 
such program shall be as follows: 


Length of program Fee 
es Or OED, voc obiceddnsebaweeawnce pany de ed deere die $1.80 
Over 1 minute and to 2 minutes inclusive............... 2.70 
CICOP T VI 10e B WRC kok oa's0 01:6 6.0.0 0 0:46 oibi00 50 0% 4.50 


There shall be no reduction in the rehearsal rate, and the reductions shall 
not be applicable to programs of more than 5 minutes in duration. 


SINGERS 
CLASS 1—Groups of 9 or more voices: 


1. Length of program Fee per person 


ey ee OP TOR Sis on cv oe enue ees Pee eT ee $5.00 
et Se MINES cocoa cob ceadee oeU aad SAE Rare ho Rbk Rae 14.00 
er ORIN 598 TS 2 bs igi Srglaes gueieid a pasa Ries 466 16.00 
Me Oe PIES so sk's 6 650 0b sds ce Veaieatis BOE SES OR d0d b 18.00 
Gee By TIO oo. 5s no oseo 0 6 50000 06 a eet Reet hes OMeaee § 20.00 


2. Rehearsal: Orchestra and all coaching rehearsal $4.00 per hour, one 
hour of rehearsal required on each call; after first hour, rehearsal shal] be 
paid for and computed in quarter-hour periods at the rate of $1.00 per 
quarter hour or part thereef. 

CLASS 2—Groups of 5 to 8 voices inclusive: 


1. Length of program Fee per person 


ee ap Se era eee rent eens eee es $8.00 
i en TR eres s 5.0 dis 6.5169 6.0% oreo ioe dare ee 24.00 
pe Serra er rane Tt pn Naot Cena MAC, 28.00 
ae BS IATERLICNA: a: 5:01 0's 4 ks WS palee ES Soeeawk bene enaes 32.00 
Pe IND NERNNOINE 6.65.2, 2s wos X Gag pean ateie wias Maen Sasa 36.00 


2. Rehearsal: Orchestra rehearsal $4.00 per hour, one hour of rehearsal 
required on each call; after first hour, rehearsal shall be paid for and com- 
puted in quarter-hour periods at the rate of $1.00 per quarter hour or part 
thereof. Coaching rehearsal need not be paid for. 

CLASS 3—Groups of 2 to 4 voices inclusive: 


1. Length of program Fee per person 


eis Seas ie eee e Oa Kia a eR $10.00 
6 to 15 minutes Meserera aac varstsveleia: sim iets dibtere ace ilaus wy einai eee oe 30.00 «» 
en RAINE Sie nc 5 a re hae ab Ghaie 6 mutate eink we Rotel 35.00 
irs Oe EU SUSEC EM 55 5s 6 see. ag bi ghar lavciecaieid bi ehiupiesaioweceb eels 40.00 
NEI 55,5. sssd xe aes SAGA Oe ORLA Raho. 45.00 


2. Rehearsal: Orchestra rehearsal $5.00 per hour, one hour of rehearsal 
required on each call; after first hour, rehearsal shall be computed and 
paid for in quarter-hour periods at the rate of $1.25 per quarter hour or 
part thereof. Coaching rehearsal need not be paid for. 

CLASS 4—Soloists: 


1. Length of program 


Fee 

TSE OS 00 Sa ha a ee ne nC $15.00 

Sed URN IRE EN TIMI aos io: bse be Tia dcx woth bi RE WRG Good 7 6b wk Ee bb 40.00 

ee NN 6 okie WE 5. aso. EEG OO ES Odo baRbboa ee RK 50.00 
Mea CaP ENR ois aG oc) S16 SG Gres SK Rok Bbw e Sian AER OE 60.00 


46 to 60 minutes 70.00 

2. Rehearsal: Orchestra rehearsal $6.00 per hour, one hour of rehearsal 
required on each call; after first hour, rehearsal shall be computed and 
paid for in quarter-hour periods at the rate of $1.50 per quarter-hour or 
part thereof. Coaching rehearsal need not be paid for. 

Rest period for all singers: There must be a rest period of five minutes 
in each one hour of rehearsal, whether coaching or orchestra. 

Signature voices: When a singer is engaged to sing an unannounced 
musical number of a nature usually known as a signature or theme, at the 
beginning or end or both of a program of any length, he shall be paid not 
less than the applicable five-minute rate, and need not be paid the full 
program rate, and fifteén minutes may be deducted from the elapsed time 
for each such program in computing rehearsal time, which is paid for at 
the applicable rehearsal rate. (The one hour of required rehcarsal for 
each call must, however, be paid in any case.) 

Guaranteed Engagements: When a singer is engaged on a continuous 
guaranteed non-cancellable contract for a series of programs to be re- 
hearsed and recorded within a period of not more than thirteen weeks, 
the following discounts shall apply: 

Number of programs 


ee 





Programs per week Discount 
1 to 12 pragrams..........ec0- parewielbls baalak No discount 
13 to 25 programs............. ee 10% 
26 to 38 programs..........ee. 2 15% 
39 to 51 programs.........cec- ee eer 20% 
52 to 64 programs............. oe 25% 
65 or more programs........... POR BNNs ssw si hessiens 30% 


Library service for singers: Rates for library recordings shall be not 
less than double the applicable five-minute rate for each number recorded, 
and fifteen minutes may be deducted from the elapsed time for each num- 
ber in computing rehearsal time. If the duration of a number should ex- 
ceed five minutes, an extra full library fee must be paid for each additional 
five minutes or part thereof. The one hour of rehearsal required for each 
call must be paid in any case. Library service recordings may in no case 
be used for any purpose after one year from the date of recording, and 
shall at no time be used directly or indirectly for commercial purposes. 
There shall be no library service for actors. 


Crown Cola Sponsors NAB. URGES 
MORE BMI USE 











it over spot stations throughout ter- 
ritories not covered by Blue Coal’s 
original live show. B. B. D. & O. is 
the agency. 

Blue Coal will resume the live 
‘Shadow’ series in the fall over the 
same stations and with the same pro- 
duction setup as when it went off 





several weeks ago. Benton & Bowles 





is the agency. | 


‘Shadow’ in Some Spots 
Ed Kirby, director of public rela- 


Crown Cola has bought rights for 
transcribed versions of last season’s 
‘The Shadow’ series and will place 
tions for the National Association of 
Broadcasters, called a meeting of the 
networks for late yesterday after- 
noon (Tuesday) to ask them to make 
increased use*of tunes put out by 
Broadcast Music, Inc. 
It was the first drive of this sort 
to be put on by the NAB since the 
inception of BMI. 
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John Shepard on Notice from NBC 
His WNAC Will Lose Red Loop 





John Shepard III has been ‘for- 
mally notified by NBC that it pro- 
poses to assign the red network re- 
lease for Boston to WBZ at the ex- 
piration of Shepard’s contract unless 
Shepard is agreeable to an earlier 


date. This contract expires June, 
1942. WNAC, one of the Shepard 
outlets, is the present Boston release 
for the NBC-red programs. NBC is 
waiting to see what Shepard is able 
to work out with Columbia. 

In actuality Shepard is under a 
year's notice from NBC. If WNAC 
remains as an affiliate it will be as 
the release for the blue network. 
The shift of WBZ from the blue is 
linked up with the slated reassign- 
ment of KDKA, another Westing- 
house 50-kilowatter, to the red net- 
work. WCAE, the red’s present re- 
lease in Pittsburgh, can under its 
contract maintain the present status 
until October, 1941. Hearst Radio, 
which owns WCAE, has been talk- 
ing about a two-station shift, WBAL, 
Baltimore, as well as WCAE, with 
Columbia, but it is reported that this 
will likely be stymied by the fact 
that CBS now has a 50,000-watter on 
either side, namely, WCAU and 
WJSV. WBAL had been tagged by 
NBC for a shift from the blue to 
the red network. | 

Columbia’s leasing deal on WEET, | 
Boston, has three years to go. It's | 
$250,000 a year for the wavelength | 
plus studio-office space. 


‘Not Listening’ 
Disavowed By 


Mrs. Milligan’ 











| 
| 


| 
| 


New York. 
Editor, Variety: 


[ will very much appreciate your 
cooperation in correcting a misap- 


prehension which exists regarding 
the auspices of the ‘I’m-Not-Listen- | 
ing’ campaign. 

The movement originated with the 
New Rochelle Woman’s Club and | 
was recently endorsed by the West- | 
chester Federation of Women’s | 
Clubs. However, the Westchester | 
Federation is not affiliated with the 
General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs and its program should not 
be confused with that of the Gen- 
eral Federation, which is a national 
organization consisting of 15,000 
clubs. 

It is the privilege of the West- 
schester Federation to adopt any pro- 
gram it wishes, of course, but I 
should like to make it clear that the 
General Federatiun has had no of- 
ficial connection whatever with the 
‘I'm-Not-Listening’ campaign, and 
has, to my knowledge, no intention 
of sponsoring such a movement. 

Mrs. Harold V. Milligan, 
Chairman of Radio. 


WEBR Man Radio Head 
Of Baldwin & Strachan 


Buffalo, May 14. 

John F. Higgins left WEBR sales 
Staff Saturday (4) to become radio, 
director of Baldwin & Strachan ad- | 
Vertising agency. It’s a new post, | 
agency having decided to emphasize 
radio angle. 

Higgins came to WEBR two years 
ago, 





Jordan in From Berlin | 


_Max Jordan, NBC's representa- | 
tive in Berlin, arrived in New York 
City Monday on the Manhattan. He 
was over about a year ago, then | 
fresh from his famous Munich | 
SCOOp. 
Will make a short visit at Radio| 
City and return to Europe on Clip- | 
per in near future. 


| rules and regulations.’ 


' Martin 


| chairman, of 
| prez and 





Radio the Incredible 


San Diego, May 14. 

New gag cooked up by Sid 
Fuller and Dave Titus of KGB 
actually seems to sell radios. 
Plugging Stromberg-Carlsons for 
a furniture account, team script- 
ed copy announcing that broad- 
cast was only for S-C listeners, 
as no other radios would bring 
out the full range of the music 
used. Program musically drama- 
tized life of composer. 

Audience was invited to phone 
the furniture firm and have a 
Stromberg placed along - side 
their own set during following 
week’s broadcast, What startled 
everybody was phone call from 
prospect during the first broad- 
cast. Set was promptly deliver- 
ed and customer paid _ cash. 
Everybody walking around in 
dream, 


—_ 


RADIO CHARTS © 
TO BE UNIFORM 











Washington, May 14. 

Progress toward uniformity that 
will provide more informative sta- 
tistics about industry operations and 
simplify compliance with Federal 
Communications Commission de- 
mands for voluminous data about 
past service was made last week 
when the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters won the regulators’ approval 
of their program log form worked 
up in conjunction with members of 
the Comm.sh staff. 

The FCC said Wednesday (8) that 


the form is ‘in keeping with the 
program log requirements under 
Sec. 3.90(a) of the Commission’s 


Under the 
rules, entry must show the time of 
each station identification announce- 
ment, the type of program (music, 
drama, speech, transcribed, etc.) and 
who paid the bill, if sponsored. 
Trade body accounting committee | 
did not attempt to frame a standard 
form, but noted the log could reduce 
clerical work since the ~recom- 
mended type with some minor 
changes would be helpful in billing 
and in maintaining ‘proof of per- 
formance’ records, 
Advantage will come next winter | 
when the Commish sends out its | 
usual questionnaire calling for elab- 
orate statements of the time devoted 
to different types of programs and | 
other operating info. Extraction of 
the figures would be speeded if the 


—_—_—_— 


Can Situation 





WHAT’S PROPAGANDA? 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 
= Washington, May 14. 

A temporary cloud is shutting out 
the sunshine of radio from the lit- 
tle, but busy, world of the’ Govern- 
ment-agency-looking - for - publicity. 
Under a prevailing congressional 
tendency to slash ‘information’ funds 
the various agencies, offices, com- 
missions and departments which 


dote on broadcasting will be rela- 
tively inactive for a time (Agricul- 
ture and Interior less so than the rest 
apparently), but it does not seem 
likely any of them will abdicate 
their radio ambitions. On the con- 
trary the lull will probably serve as 
a period of reevaluation and reor- 
ganization. 

Non-Washingtonians gain the im- 
pression that the whole subject of 
the future of Federal Government 
agencies on the air needs objective 
examination. More than that the 
relationship seems to cry out for a 
code of fair practices in which would 
be answered such questions as these: 


1. What amount of time can rea- 
sonably be asked by Government 


2. Should time requests and pro- 
gram activities by Government agen- 
cies be controlled or channelized 
through some one branch of the ex- 
ecutive arm to obviate the present 
each-for-itself rivalry of different 
departments and agencies for radio 
breaks? 


through radio programs becomes 
biased propaganda in favor of (a) 
pending legislation or appropriations 
(b) a controversial point of view or 
(c) individual careerism? 

4. How can private stations be pro- 
tected from political pressure for 
(a) excessive amounts of choice 
commercial time and (b) from pro- 
grams prepared in the dull style of 
government documents andi guaran- 
teed to drive away the station's audi- 
ence? 

5. If a private interest or a po- 





|N.A.B. form has been used, account- 


ants expect. H 
i 


COMMUNISTS GRANTED 
TIME BY NETWORKS 


Communist Party has been 
granted time by all three major 
networks to air portions of its 
presidential nominating conven- 
tion. In making the request for 
time it pointed out the frequent 
spots given its arch-enemy, Rep. | 
Dies, and claimed it has 
never been given rebuttal time. 
CP will also raise $50,000 to be spent 
on the networks for its presidential 
campaign. 

Mutual and NBC have each al- 


| lotted from 1.30 to 2 p.m. Sunday, 


June 2, for the placing in nomina- 
tion by William Z. Foster, national 
Earl Browder for 
James W. Ford for v.p. 
CBS has set aside from 8 to 8:15 that 
evening for an interview by Albert. 
Warner, its Washington correspon- | 
dent, of candidate Browder. 
Convention will be held in Madi- 


son Square Garden, N. Y. Com- ships with the citizenry radio net-| § na 
' munists, incidentally, claim a record’ works and radio stations recognize) ship for party and personal politics, 
It will be the the organized pressure groups and/|and 
party’s 75th meeting there since the take steps to incorporate not only; Government 
| their points of view but their actual! principle, and in small doses. 


for rental of the spot. 


present location opened in 1925. 


litical party otger than the incum- 


bent is subject to direct or indirect | 


attack on a government agency pro- 
gram and a demand for rebuttal 
privileges is made, who's respon- 
sible? And how can fair play, the 
basis of democratic operation of 
radio, be assured? 

6. Should government employees 
or private broadcasters have the ulti- 
mate decision of matters of text, 
controversy, timing and casting and 
how should this be made to work in 
the public interest? 

Poker Face Stuff 


In the past gumshoe poker face 
relationship between 


result of practical, angle-seeking, ad- 


vantage-guarding pressure from both , 


directions. That's the way it is in 
Washington and particularly in the 
radio precincts of Washington. Un- 
fortunately the tug-o’-war that sums 
up in how-much-can-we-get versus 
how-little-can-we-give obscures cer- 
tain fundamentals that social critics 
will not overlook, and commercial 
radio presumably should not. 

If in the broader field of relation- 


NOT CLARIFIED 


Momentarily Government 
Agency Programs Are Un- 
der a Cloud But Not Likely 
to Last—Standards Now 
Missing in Catch-as-Catch- 


agencies in the aggregate, of the} 
private radio industry, in the en- 
semble? 


3. What is the line of propriety | 
beyond which public enlightenment | 


commercial | 
radio and government agencies has | 
been of course a perfectly natural | 








FBI Checking Up 
San Diego, May 14. 

The Federal Bureau of In- 

vestigation scared KFSD staff 


last week. G-men moved in, 
showed credentials and de- 
manded ‘What’s this about a 


Junior G-Man program?’ Alarm- 
ed staffer brought out discs and 
ran them off. G-men listened 
poker-faced, then said, ‘That’s 
O. K., not bad. We just heard 
about the serial and wanted to 
know what it was.’ 

Local FBI office has recently 
been augmented due to possible 
spy activities at naval base here. 


—_—__— — 


J. DAVID STERN 
SEEKING WHAT 


J. David Stern, publisher of the 
Philadelphia Record, has made ap- 
plication with the Federal Commu- 














ito purchase WHAT, in that city. If 
the deal is approved it will make the 
Record the only newspaper in that 
city with a radio station tieup. 
WHAT, which shares time with 
WCAM, Camden, was once owned by 
ithe Evening Ledger. About two years 
|ago it was purchased by the Bonwit 
|Teller store. 





| spokesmen as part of the radio pro- 
gram structure the same networks 
and stations cannot be surprised 
| (and, of course, are not) that Gov- 
;ernment agencies expect for them- 
/selves comparable privileges to those 
{accorded to pressure groups. The 
| question, it appears, is not one of 
| should it be, but how should it be 
| accomplished. 

Blind Prejudice . 
Blind prejudice against Govern- 





ment programs as such does not 
seem justified. Government  pro- 
grams are perfectly plausible and 


|indeed may be a desirable extension 
|of democratic processes, providing, 
of course, they are (1) sincere in 
| motivation and (2) fair and decent 
| in presentation and text and (3) that 
| persuasion is just that, and nothing 
| more, in seeking station outlets for 
'such programs, 

| Questionable procedures by indi- 


over-demanding radio condition on 


seekers chiefly indicate that the 
{time has arrived to openly—the 
openness seemingly is vital—assay 


ithe problem and arrive at some 
standards of cooperation. Commer- 
cial radio would be naive indeed if 
it expects Government agencies to 
sacrifice radio opportunities. Not 
after the yum-yum of recent years. 


And not overlooking the possible 
agitation that would follow for Gov- 
ernment stations. 

Unfortunately everybody concerned 
with this Government program is apt 


to think of the other guy as a sharp- 
; shooter, a hack, a poseur or 
thing else equally unflattering to the 
personages. That's part of the radio 
kindergarden period. Both sides are 
getting, and will be, smarter. - 
Viewed objectively it would seem 
impossible to deny, in theory, the 
right of the people’s Government to 
use the people's air to communicate 
intelligence to them. But, under a 
' private system of operation, the sta- 
tion must retain its function of dis- 
crimination. Bureau propaganda not 
properly labelled as such is as un- 
desirable in a democracy as would 


sume- 


be fraudulent advertising, bigotry, 
| superstition, hysteria, smut, false 
alarms. — 

Substitute legitimate statesman- 


there’s 


agency programs in 


nications Commission for permission | 


vidual Government agencies and an' 


behalf of all Government publicity- ; 


nothing wrong with) 





! Washington, May 14. 
Campaign to rally the public be- 
| hind radio, in preparation for pos- 
| sible fight with reform groups and 
| to Start a back-fire against the 
, Steadily spreading idea that the in- 
| dustry should be regulated more 
| Stringently, has been mapped out by 
National Assn. of Broadcasters. Ac- 
| cepting an invitation from the New 
York World’s Fair, the trade crowd 
is planning to add to the significance 
j of Independence Day (July 4) by 
| Staging a celebration to emphasize 
| the value of free speech, free press, 
| free religion and free assembly. 
| Although the event will be non- 
| Partisan, preliminary discussion in- 
| dicates the program will be a veiled 
| protest against philosophies that 
threaten to undermine private initia- 
| tive and may bring severe govern- 
ment control, Just as the Republi- 
can party the past couple of years 
has cooked up ‘Constitution Day’ in 
| order to whet opposition to the New 
| Deal, 
' To off-set any possible partisan 
| tinge, the trade group will invite 
| President Roosevelt to take part in 
the program, although he is liable 
to be at a remote spot on his con- 
templated trip to the Pacific Coast 
_and Alaska. Other big names will 
be listed, while N. A. B. is trying 
to tie in with patriotic events 
throughout the country. Affair will 
give an excuse to plug the Asso- 
ciation’s ‘Listen before you vote’ 
slogan, which has been backed by 
both Republican and Democratic 
leaders, although chief emphasis will 
be placed on the idea of equality of 
opportunity to be heard via the 
radio. With Europe in flames, it is 
| expected the celebration will attract 


| 


“ widespread support because of the 


chance to drive home the privileges 
, and benefits of the democratic sys- 
| tem. 


| 
| 





Philly to Be 


Westinghouse 
Group Centre 





Pittsburgh, May 14. 

Headquarters of Westinghouse radio 
stations won’t be in Pittsburgh, as 
expected, but in Philadelphia after 
| July 1, Walter C. Evans, vice-pres- 
ident of the company’s air group, 
|explained. New KYW building in 
Philly will be used. Move to Phila- 
delphia will leave undisturbed the 
radio manufacturing unit in Balti- 
more, which Evans also directs. 


So far no general manager for 
Westinghouse group, which com- 
prises KDKA here, KYW in Phila- 
delphia, WOWO-WGL in Fort 
Wayne and WBZ-WBZA in Boston 
and Springfield, has been named, 
although an announcement is #x- 


pected within the week. 





Camel Baseball With 
Lucky Strike Pauses 
On Hour Just Too Much 


WMCA, New York, pickup of the 
New York Giants’ night ball games, 
sponsored by Camel ciggies, was al- 
most stalled before the deal was 
completed by the fact that WMCA is 
one of the local outlets carrying the 
Lucky Strike two-minute time and 
song platters. Night games naturally 
run more than an hour, which meant 
that the broadcasts, sponsored by 
Camels, would be broken at the hour 
by the platters for Lucky Strike. 

Problem was. solved, however, 
| after some deliberation, by the agency 
for Lucky Strike agreeing to WMCA’s 
dropping the recorded announce- 
ments while the ball games were be- 
ing aired. First of seven games is 
i scheduled for this Saturday (18). 
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UNCLE SAM NEEDS CODE 


RADIO AELATIONS Radio Launching Counter-Movement 
To Offset More Regulation’ Drift 
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RCA Suspects DuMont (Par): 


Sarnoff Piques 


CBS to Retort 


pose of ‘protecting’ their larger in- 
terest in the film and theatre indus- 
try and not to develop the new art 
of television. Therefore they desire 
the adoption of systems and methods 
that would make television inferior 
rather than superior to motion pic- 
tures.’ 





DuMont Counters 


In General Battle of Briefs cose" 2 


Washington, May 14. | 

Continued dissension within the)! 
iudustry over television — with! 
roughly three factions unable to. 
reach any cOmmon ground—leaves | 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission in as difficult a predica- | 
ment as it was before the policy 
hearing was reopened last month. 
Final briefs of the principal parties, 
enlivened by name-calling rather. 
than discussion of issues, means any | 
decision about standards or com- 
mercialization will displease some- 
body. 

Attempt to line up the chief par- 
ticipants is complicated because they 
shift back and forth on the various 
issues. Generally, however. RCA is | 
on one side, backed by Don Lee: 
DuMont is on the opposite; and 
everybody else is sOmewhere -be- 
tween. The positions taken in the 
briefs generally are as follows: 

RCA—Desires full commercializa- 
tion speedily. Does not seem to care 
whether the FCC fixes operating | 
standards or not, except that if any | 
are promulgated they should specify | 
30 frames with the RCA synchro- | 
nizing pulse and from 441 to 507: 
lines. 

Phileo—Wants standards set by) 
the government, not left up to the 
industry. Thinks further study and, 
experimentation is necessary before | 
standards are fixed. Commercializa- | 
tion should be _ postponed until 
standards have been set. 

DuMont—Wants ‘flexible stand- 
ards’ providing from 15 to 30 frames 
and 400 to 800 lines, with full com- 
mercialization by Sept. 1 and addi- 
tional licenses for transmitters. 

CBS — Feels delay in setting 
standards desirable because of pres- 
ent patent fight. . 

Length of time taken to settle the 
controversy over policy provoked 
more criticism from Senator Ernest 
Lundeen, the Minnesota Farmer- 
Laborite, who forced an Interstate 
Commerce Committee hearing at/| 
which both the FCC and RCA were 
targets. Squawk was based on con- 
tention that indecision is prevent- 
ing progress which would provide 
thousands of jobs. 


Lots of Digs 


Feature of the closing briefs were | 
the digs by RCA, CBS and DuMont, | 
with Philco aloofly discussing only | 
the technical and policy questions 
raised at the two sets of hearings. 
Charge that Paramount Pictures is 
using DuMont to kill off television 
was made by the RCA attorneys; 
Columbia counsel rebutted ‘unfair’ 





Noise Abatement 





Washington, May 14. 


Be - considerate - to - neighbors 
reminders for the radio audience 
were suggested to station opera- 
tors last week by the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters now that 
the open-window season is at 
hand. 

Recalling complaints last year 
about late night blaring that 
upset neighbors, the trade group 
said an occasional word of cau- 
tion about tuning down sets the 
middle of the evening ‘might 








build good-will all the way 
around.’ 
poenaed minutes of the 


Citing statements 
about 


|sale of receivers. 
of other company witnesses 


‘dangers of freezing the art, DuMont 


contended that commercialization 
will result in devoting principal en- 
ergy in production competition, not 
in research, unless the Commish pro- 
mulgates the ‘flexible standards’ 
which were ridiculed by RCA. The 
stormy petrel’s spokesman declared 
that RCA’s ‘savage price reductions, 
high-pressure salesmanship and 
adroit warning to licensees’ that 
RMA standards will be adopted un- 
questionably curbed research. 
Urging the Government to set the 
standards, DuMont said flexibility in 
receivers must be assured before 





Radio ,RMA pulse. 


general commercial use occurs and 


| that the degree of flexibility neces- 
jsary for satisfactory reception can- 


not be obtained through the RCA- 
Reason RCA wants to 


Manufacturers Association; DuMont | go ahead on a 30-frame basis, the 


repeated that RCA is impatient to 


|see commercialization because of its 
{investment in seis and foreign com- 


mitments. 

In the longest and most formal 
brief, the RCA mouthpieces insisted 
the cumulative evidence shows tele- 
vision is set to go, with no danger 
of monopoly. They insisted the in- 
dustry giant does not want to freeze 
the art, citing promises to build ver- 
satile receivers, and declared re- 
moval of restrictions will be a big 
impetus to development. Television 
channel No. 1 should not be turned 
over to frequency modulation, RCA 
argued, because visual service will 
be a bigger boon to the public. The | 
brief also pooh-poohed the idea that | 
the patent situation should cause | 
the Commish to go slowly. 

Arguing for its own system, RCA | 
was confident that 30 frames and 
from 441 to 507 lines are superior 
to any other type of television. 


'‘ Broadcasts cannot be edited as are 


films, while the danger of flicker and 
smear in 15-frame transmission is 
so great the public may turn thumbs 
down on the service, besides suffer- 
ing eye trouble. Any advantage 
gained in the way of additional lines 
through using fewer frames would 
be more than nullified by poor qual- 
ity reproduction, the Commish was 


‘ told. 


Attempt to fan the fire of suspi- 
;cien about DuMont’s relations with 
Paramount was the highlight of the 
|RCA brief. Connection was cited as 
possible reason for DuMont enthu- 
siasm for the 15-frame technique. 

‘The motion picture interests which 
are financing DuMont Laboratories 
have a much greater financial stake 
in the film industry than they have 
in television,” the RCA legal crew 


brief suggested, is because of the con- 
tract with Russia to purchase sets. 
Commish also was told it is not a 
coincidence that several other Euro- 
pean nations have adopted 30 frames 
and 441 lines as standard. 
Answers Sarnoff 
Columbia’s last word was a reply 
to Sarnoff’s statements at a confiden- 
tial RMA meeting. Commenting on 
the patent fight in progress, the web 
devoted its brief almost entirely to a 
discussion of the accusations which 
previously had not been answered. 
There is no basis for the charge that 





CBS is against television and, if it 
| comes, wants to make a quick profit, 
the Commish was told. Brief point- 
.ed out that CBS spent more than 
|anybody not involved in manufac- 
| turing or holding patents—over $1.- 
| 350, 000 since 1936 and more than 
| $300, 000 during 1939 for experimental 
operation—and believes that the ear- 
liest time video operators can hope 
to break even is seven years. The web 
denied it ever set a date to launch 
regular service, but admitted it post- 
poned operation this spring because 
of fear a second program would ‘en- 
trench’ the RCA standards at a time 
they were being questioned and chal- 
lenged. Prime reason for delays were 
technical difficulties, wait for new 
apparatus, and uncertainty about 
channel assignments, the brief said. 

The Philco brief voiced again fear 
that immediate commercialization 
and unrestricted sale of receivers 
will freeze the art. Second point was 
that RMA standards either are infe- 
rior to others or could be bettered. 
Siding with RCA on one point, Phil- 
co termed flexible standards unfeas- 
ible, declaring flexibility must be 
obtained in the receiver, if at all, but 
objecting to this idea because of the 








Duel Outbreak 


Havana, May l4. 

Recently German Pinelli, writ- 
ing gossip in Advance daily, had 
an item about Ricardo Morejon 
which he didn’t like, so his sec- 
onds arranged the duel, which 
was fought on a farm near Ha- 
vana at dawn. After the duel, 
it was found out that the sec- 
onds loaded the pistols with 
blank cartridges. 

A week after that Crespo Va- 
rona, gossiper and editor of the 
radio weekly Ondas, printed 
something about a local chans- 
sonier Roberto Abreu, who sent 
his seconds and the duel was ar- 
ranged. Crespo Varona was will- 
ing to go through with the duel, 
then changed his mind and on 
the eve of the duel went to sta- 
tion CMBQ, and while Abreu 
was broadcasting, charged into 
the studio and began a fist fight, 
that partly came out on the air, 
as the operater abandoned the 
controls to take part in the free 
for all. After 10 minutes of ex- 
change of blows, the combatants 
left in a car for a place near 
the Nativnal Casino, where again 
fought with their fists ... and 
that was the end of the duels. 








and conduct more research before | Revive 


allowing commercialization or setting | 
standards, Philco maintained. As a 
stimulus, the Commish might pro- 
mulgate standards not in controver- 
sy, specify a period for settling argu- 
ments over the others, and create a 
technical committee—aided by indus- 


try engineers given complete free- 


dom to express their own views—to 
experiment, observe, study, probe 
patents, and advise the regulators, 
the brief suggested. If it is thought 
wise to set standards now, the FCC 
should require 30 frames and 525 
lines, with the RMA system of syn- | 
chronization (although more research 
probably will yield a better tech- 
nique). 

Congressional yelp about the FCC 
delay was essentially a repetition of 
previous statements by Senator Lun- 


deen, who questioned the need for | 


‘long extensions of time for filing 
briefs’ and rebuked the four Com- | 
mish members who have been out of 
town since the second hearings end- 
ed. When the Commish summoned 
the industry back for further ques- | 
tioning, all the parties should have | 
been forced to sit down and work out | 
an agreement, the Minnesdtan 
averred. 


‘Everyone at all connected with |} 


television was here in Washington. 
They could have prepared their 
briefs in 48 hours and had intelligent 
action by the Commission immedi- 
ately,’ Lundeen said. ‘Instead of that, 
so as to accommodate a few attor- 
neys and perhaps because the chair- 
man of the Commission was leaving 
on a vacation trip, all these ji&bs in 
private industry were held up for 











accusations by David Sarnoff, re-|asserted. “Their recent interest in | cost and inconvenience to the public. weeks. I think it was ridiculous; for 
vealed when the Commish  sub- television is primarily for the pur- The best course is to wait longer |I believe Chairman Fly should have 
a 








of all New England... 


In the manner of little Jack Horner, WEEI goes straight 
as a plumb Iine to the juiciest market in New England. 
And what a good buy is WEEI! 

WEEI advertisers pay for blanket coverage of Greater 

Boston—the nation’s fifth retail market. WEEI delivers 
_ Greater Boston (lock, stock and barrel) PLUS 27 “out- 

side” counties equally wealthy, equally populous. 

In these two halves of the real Boston market live 58% 

5,000,000 people who spend a 
billion and a half dollars each year at retail. 
Only WEEI reaches them all. And only WEEI brings 
them local programs of Golumbia caliber, backlogged by 
the full CBS schedule. That’s why WEEI is “Columbia's 
Friendly Voice” to a bigger and richer market than is 
regularly delivered by any other Boston station. 


WEEI BOSTON - CBS - 590 KC. 


Operated by Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented 


nationally by Radio Sales: 


New York + Chicago - Detroit 


St. Louis - Charlotte, N.C. - Los Angeles - San Francisco 


x 


ee 


stayed on the job, ordered the attor. 
neys to get their briefs in by the fol. 
lowing Monday morning, and have a 
decision out of the Commission that 
very day.’ 





Goldsmith’s Optimism 

Alfred N. Goldsmith, engineer con. 
sultant to Radio Corp. of Amevicy 
and long active in Society of Motion 
Picture Engineers, sees television as 
practical for use in U. S. theatres. 
‘Theatre-size television is ready to- 
day,’ he holds. ‘It is limited only by 
the quality of the television pro- 
gram material. Sight-sound broad- 
casting currently is more a matter 
of program development than im. 
provement in television technically.’ 

RCA has produced 9-by-12-foot 
screen images successfully in tests 
at its Camden, N. J., plant, accord- 
ing to Goldsmith. He also pointed 
to the results achieved with tele- 
vizing for a 4%-by-6-foot screen in 
New York last week. 








' 

.Raibourn’s Red He 

| Paul Raibourn, treasurer of Allen 
B. Du Mont Television Co., and 

| listed as an executive of Paramount, 

| replied to the RCA brief filed with 

| the FCC by charging that an attempt 
is being made to drag a red herring 

/ across the trail.of a technical dis- 


‘Betty and Bob’ 
As Possible Disc Show 
For Beer Sponsorship 


‘Betty and Bob,’ General Mills’ 
daytime serial which recently went 
off after eight years on the air, is 
being revived as a recorded show by 
NBC and the’ C. D. Morris office. It’s 
a speculative proposition, with NBC 
and Morris sharing expenses and 
possible profits, and General Mills to 
get a royalty. 

Series of 26 weeks’ installments 
| will be waxed, with a minimum of 13 
weeks available to local sponsors 
throughout the country, although not 
|for products competing with General 
|Mills. NBC will peddle it. Morris 
is in charge of production, with Leo- 
| nardo Bercovici resuming writing 
and direction, and virtually the same 
least, including Arlene Francis, Cart 
Frank, Leona Powers, Agnes Moore- 
| head, Mary Mason, Elspeth Eric, 
|Ruth Matteson and Myron McCor- 
| mick. Milton Cross takes over the 
| announcing. 
| Angle on the selling is that a pre- 
|sentation record has been made to 
‘introduce’ the series to agencies and 
sponsors. One 15-minute side con- 
tains an opening spiel by Cross, with 
Miss Francis then taking over to in- 
troduce the various members of the 
cast in ad lib ‘interviews’ anent their 
professional records, personalit 
ltrivia and brief comment on their 
| parts in the show. 

Novel selling line will be offering 
| the show to bottled beer and cigaret 
| accounts, neither of which have pre- 
, viously bankrolled daytfme serials. 

Idea is that bottled beer is usually 
|consumed in the home and is there- 
fore purchased by the housewife 
rather than her husband. Women 
are also figured likely customers for 
cigarets. 


TOM SLATER TO M. C. 
WOR PLATTER SPIN 


| WOR, Newark, has gone for the 
| make-believe ballroom idea. It’s go- 
| ing to put on a half-hour of phono- 
| graph recordings in the morning, 
with each day’s batch devoted to a 
| single name band and with Tom 
Slater as m.c. The platter series, 
which starts May 23, will not be 
available for commercial sale. 

It will be tagged ‘Midnight in the 
Morning.’ 


Vote 2nd CBS 45c 


Columbia Broadcasting System i- 
rectors last week declared cash <ivi- 
i'dends of 45c. on Class A and B 
shares. Divvy is payable June 7 to 
stock of record May 24. 

This is the second 45c. dividend 
distributed by CBS this year. 





























| Gil Ralston Promoted 


Realignment of duties in the stat 
of the Compton agency radio depart- 
ment boosts Gilbert Ralston to be- 
come manager of all network shows 
and puts Hal James in charge of 10- 
cal programs. Men were each for- 
merly in charge of several pr? 
grams, 

Storrs Haynes has been added to 
the agency’s radio staff. All three 
are under John E. McMillin, radi? 





director. 
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PROGRESS’ 
EOP. ANGLE 


John Hamilton Makes Pro- 
paganda Use of Television 
Tieup at Philadelphia 
Republican Convention — 
Seeks to Identify Party 
With Sympathy for Busi- 
ness Expansion 


ooo 


DEMOCRATS HIT 








Washington, May 14, 
The Republican National Commit- 
tee has contracted with RCA-NBC 
for the latter’s television mobile 
units to cover the Philadelphia con- 
vention June 24. At the same time 
the GOP is attempting to make 
capital of the fact that the Demo- 
crats, through the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, allegedly 
handicapped the commercial de- 
velopment of television to. shin- 
kicking RCA _ after the latter, 


through paid space, set out to sell |. 


television sets. 

Commenting on the FCC's chill- 
ing rebuke to the television indus- 
try, John Hamilton gloated as fol- 
lows: 

‘The Republican party is the party 
of private enterprise and welcomes 
this chance to provide an oppor- 
tunity for a new industry to stride 
forward in honest American fash- 
ion. It was but a few days ago that 
the New Deal, through its dominated 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, struck viciously at this very 
industry by bluntly commanding it 
to cease its efforts at merchandis- 
ing. 

‘We of the Republican party hope 
that the public interest accruing to 
television by reason of its use at 
the.1940 Republican convention will 
more than offset the setback given 
this new industry by the New Deal.’ 

Republicans will initiate use of the 
much-touted Philadelphia - New 
York coaxial cable, which has fig- 
ured prominently in plans for the 
debut of video transmission. The 
cable will be used for the relay 
from Philly to Manhattan, though 
only a single television program 
can be handled by the Bell Tele- 
phone-A. T. & T. invention at pres- 
ent. 

Democrats as ‘Also Rans’ 


Manner in which the Republicans 
snaffled first honors in_ bringing 
television into the political arena 
leaves the Democrats as also-rans on 
‘initiative.’ Some chance that they 
may patty-cake with Zenith, during 
the Democratic convention at Chi- 
cage, starting July 15, however. 
Zenith has the only Chicago tele- 
vision station (RCA method). 

Republicans, however, may not 
find that everything is smooth- 
sledding. In booing at the Com- 
mish for its crack-down on the RCA 
advertising campaign, the Republi- 
tan National Committee must re- 
member that Philco—whose facili- 
ties it will be using—has been tiff- 
ing with RCA and claiming that the 
time is not yet ripe for standardiza- 
tion and commercialization of tele- 
Vision. Felevisioners have been 
eyeing A. T. & T. with suspicion, 
out of fear that the vast phone com- 
pany will get a death-grip on tele- 
vision fhrough inauguration of its 
COaxial cable system. 

Disregarding political pitfalls 
which conceivably loom for both 
major parties if they start monkey- 
ing with the new art at convention 
time, the promise has been given 
that coverage of the Republican con- 
vention will be the ‘most elaborate 
€ven given anywhere in the world 
to a single event.’ Alfred H. Morton, 
NBC vice-president in charge of 
television, will moyge his two mobile 
units from New to Philadelphia 
for a blow-by-blow picture account 
of happenings at the GOP fracas. 

New apparatus will be used by 
NBC in scanning the convention 





hall floor and in conducting inter- 
views from a_ specially equipped 








studio just off the stage. Philco— 
with its experimental transmitter ]o- 
cated in Philly—also is looking for- 
ward with anticipation to recording 
the Republican shindig, according 
to William Grimditch, v.p. in charge 
of engineering, and ‘is happy to be 
identified with another. pioneering 
step forward in the art of television.’ 

Some 25 engineers, announcers 
and program producers will be as- 
signed to the job by NBC, accord- 
ing to the Republican National Com- 
mittee, while Philco will assign ap- 
proximately 15. 





Stanback Co. (headache powders) 
has NBC cut a series of one minute 
transcription for placement on 70 
stations. J. Carson Brantley, of 
Salisbury, N. C., is the agency. 


| 


Mothers Classified 


New Orleans, May 14. 
To go with a talk on mother- 
hood, Henry Dupre, WWL an- 
nouncer, presented on Mother's 
Day, New Orleans’ youngest 
mother, oldest mother, and the 
mother with the best production 
record. 
He gave fhem each a bouquet. 











Scott, WCAU, Joins WGN 
Philadelphia, May 14. 

Alian Scott, gabber and newscas- 
ter for WCAU for the past ten years, 
will leave this week to join the staff 
of WGN, Chicago. 

To handle a new type quiz show 
for General Foods. 
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Twin Cities——Minneapolis-St. Paul rivalry expressed itself in an odd 
way recently when the Bob Hope program was interrupted by KSTP to 
give St. Paul primary election results, whereupon Minneapolis citizens 
complained about ‘disturbing important programs with unimportant news.’ 





Tacoma.—Jerry Geehan, sports barker, training for the baseball season. 
Carries jar of olive oil which his wife (she’s his press agent) explains he 
gargles to make his vocal chords ‘flexible, resilient and well conditioned.’ 





Tuscola, 11l.—Mustache growing contest at WDZ, which ended Apri) 30, 


was won by Robert Mills, staff pianist. 


The contest was to see which staff 


member could raise a mustache in a month’s time, most closely resembling 


that of Clair Hull, WDZ manager. 
judges. 


Three Tuscola merchants were the 








The habit of listening to WLW is 


INDIANAPOLIS 











INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


deep in the heart of Indianapolis... 


instilled through years of friendly 


Population, 1930 364, 161 


service. Enthusiasm for the Nation’s 


Station and its personalities was re- 
demonstrated when 57,673 
attended the WLW Boone County 
Jamboree during its 8-day run at 


cently 


the Lyric Theatre. 


Indianapolis merchants, aware of 
WLW’s influence in their city, know 
the advantage of selling products ad- 
vertised on the Nation’s Station. 


Retail Sales, 1939 $164,830,000* 


Wholesale Sales, 1939 $389,870,000* 


@, of Nation Buying Power 1.0019* 
(Trading Area ) 


Radio Homes 


(Marion County) 115,670 


“Estimated by Sales Management 
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KSD, on Wave Since 23, Now Full Time 


' 
| 


| 


FCC in Sweeping Revision of St. Louis Sections’ 


CHANGED TO ‘RHYMO’ 


Philip Morris Program Title ‘Swingo’ 
Called a Lift 








Johnny Green's quiz show for 
Philip Morris on WABC Sundays has 
been given a switch in titles from 


Makes Every 





——_——. 


St. Louis, May 14. | 

Everybody in St. Louis radio is | 
presumably happy. The seven-year | 
fizht of KSD, owned and operated | 
by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, for | 
divorcement from KFUO, the Luth- 
eran station, and permission to op- | 
erate on full time, ended victoriously | 
last week when the Federal Com- | 
munications Commission granted un- | 
limited time on its frequency of 550. 


*ke and permitted KFUO full day- | 


time operation on 830 ke. FCC's 
order resulted from an agreement | 
reached between the managements | 
of the two stations. At the same 


body Happy 


‘Swingo’ to ‘Rhymo.’ A show by the 





+ former title had been produced by a 


station on the Coast, hence the switch 
when a squawk was registered. 
Bill Barr is the show’s writer, 


Not Normal 








N.A.B. to Participate At 
Advertising, Dry Goods 
Gatherings in Chicago 








Washington, May 14. 
Recent Variety story about 
the voice characteristics which 
distinguish radio news commen- 
tators is backed up by one Dis- 
trict of Columbia taxi driver. 


Asked by H. R._ Baukage, 
spieler over local NBC stations, 


to drive him to the office, cabbie ; 
inquired, ‘Are you one of those Arrangements have been com-) 


ers.’ ukage’s -ma- pleted by the sales managers’ di- | 
announcers’ Baukage's aifima;  Yision of the National Association of 
thought so...you don't talk Broadcasters for its participation in | 
like other people.’ the conventions of the Advertising | 
| Fedefation of America and the Na- | 
tional Retailers Dry Goods Associa- | 
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From the Production Centres 


+ 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... ' 


Fred Allen last week remarked that if the Brooklyn Dodgers take two 
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'more games they'll be investigated by Dewey....Kenneth Webb, of 


B.B.D. & O., with the Robert Ripley troupe for its western trip... .John 


| E. Gibbs and Sandra Michael (Mrs, Gibbs) to Chicago this weekend to set 
| the production lineup for the latter’s new P. & G. serial, ‘Lone Journey’ 


....Chester McCracken now scripting .‘Kate Hopkins’ Angel of Mercy’ for 


| Benton & Bowles....Stuart Hawkins and Johnny Martin are writing ‘One 


of the Finest’....Phoebe Mink, of NBC press department, vacationing but 
staving in town. 

Gerald Cock, BBC’s New York rep, in Canada on his way east from a 
nation-wide refamiliarizing tour....Felix Greene, whom he replaced, cur- 
rently in the south. Both due back in about a week....W. H. Auden, 
London poet and playwright currently in the U. S., has written an untitled 
drama in verse for the Columbia Workshop program May 26....‘Truth or 
Consequences’ moved Saturday (11) from CBS playhouse No. 2 to the 
Barbizon Plaza hotel. 

Walter Vaughn replaced Jimmy Meighan on ‘Against the’ Storm’.... 
Richard Abert and Harold Stone doing single shots on the same show.... 

NBC pages and guides, who have presented five television performances 
of their home talent minstrels, will perform at cash prices this Thursday 


., 1923. 


time the local situation was other- | 
wise altered. 
FCC .authorized KXOK, the other e 
newspaper-owned station here, to! TR SCRIPTS 


shift from 1,250 ke to 630 ke and 
to use 5,000 watts power day and | 
night instead of 5,000 daytime and 
1.000 watts at night. It is expected | 
that 90 days work will be necessary , 
before KXOK can use its new fre- | 

National Retail Dry Goods Assn., | 

; ’ ‘whose annual conclave in January ; 

To make it possible for KXOK to) included the first major session ever | 

use 630 ke, the commission author- | ‘ 

ized KFRU, Columbia, Mo., a sister devoted to the use of radio by de- | 

station, and WGBF, Evansville, Ind., ‘partment stores, is now issuing a ver- | 

to move from 630 to new channels.’ pbatim transcript of this session. Text | 


quency. KWK was authorized to 
use 5,000 watts day and night on its" 
1,350 ke frequency instead of 5,000. 
watts daytime and 1,000 watts at. 
night. | 





KFERU will have unlimited time with | is bound in fancy red and black cov- | 
250 watts on 1,370 ke and WGBF (ers and sells for $1.50 per copy. Un- | 
unlimited time on 1,250 ke when | derstood that several stations have | 
KXOK leaves that frequency. KGBF | ordered the booklet in bulk lots for | 
will be able to use 5,000 watts power ' distribution to possible prospects in | 
daytime and 1,000 watts at night. their towns, because the text is about 
Under thg order KSD will have|as_ pro-radio as anything the 
exclusive use in the middle west |N.R.D.G.A. has ever uttered.” 
of the channel it has occupied since; Also understood that N.R.D.G.A. | 
This makes possible continu- | annual and semi-annual meetings | 
ous operation of the station from 6|will hereafter continue the discus- | 
a.nt. to midnight, a total of 126 hours | sions on radio. Alan A. Wells, who | 
a week and in an emergency a 24- | formerly handled this angle for the | 
hour sked can be maintained. KSD trade group, meantime has resigned 
began broadcasting on Feb. 14, 1922 to become sales promotion manager 
and in 1923 was assigned 550 kc the | for Kaufmann’s department store in 
first station in the U. S. to be given Pittsburgh. Joe Hanson, ex-Bamber- 
this assignment. |ger’s and former member of several 
KFUO’s new frequency is the 24 agencies, replaces. 
same as that used by KOA, Denver, 


but the distance between the two 

stations.is sufficient that they will | LISTERINE BIDS FOR 
not interfere with each other in the | 
daylight hours when KFUO is li- | 
censed to broadcast. The order also 
gives KFUO many more hours of 
etherizing. KFUO first went on the 








with KSD. For the past seven years! Campana is 
each station sought to be relieved: Latter is 
of the time-sharing arrangement 
and great sums of dough were ex- 
pended in battle before FCC be-, which fills the successive half hour 
fore the finale. KSD is an affiliate has to compete with the Don 
of the NBC Red. | Ameche-Old Gold show. 


Nighter’ show. 


————— 


Listerine has put in a bid for the | 
air Dec. 14, sharing time on 550 kc Friday 9:30 to 10 p.m. period which | 
abandoning on CBS. | 


withdrawing its ‘First Sammy Weisbord, of the William | 


Listerine’s ‘Grand Central Hotel,’ | 


tion in Chicago next month. The 
former will be at the Sherman house 
(23-27), while the NRDGA will meet 
at the Palmer House June 17-20. 


NAB commercial section will have | 


regular panel sessions the mornings 
of June 24 and 25 on current adver- 
tising and sales problems affecting 


(16) at the Ritz theatre ($1.50 top) and the proceeds will go to the Greater 
| New York Fund....Since his return from Hollywood, Harry Sosnik is a 
| professional New Yorker....Dr. Charles Courboin off to Texas for or- 
| ganists’ convention....Grand presidency of Alpha Delta Sigma (advertising 
| fraternity) goes to Ken Dyke of NBC....Mrs. Bill Kostka is v.p. of Knox 
| College alumni, which is having Gay 90's Costume Party this Sunday at 
| Westchester home of Otto Harbach....W. B. Lewis, CBS program v.p., 


| back from Hollywood as John Royal flies to South America....Book about 


the industry, with one of the sessions | Holland suddenly advertised in N. Y. dailies after Nazi invasion was writ- 


open to the AFA delegates. Agenda 


_includes the so-called unit plan for 
| measuring radio station advertising 


volume, dealer-cooperative advertis- 
ing and the consumer movement. On 


| ten by the professor-father of CBS writer Eric Barnouw. Barnouws are 
_from Holland.... 

....'Musical Mysteries,’ 30-minute variety show over WINS, New York, 
moves from 3 p.m. Sundays to 7:30 p.m. Thursdays.... 





the night of the 25th the salesman- | 7 HOLLYWOOD ... 


agers will toss a show for the AFA 
delegates. This will include a reg- 


ular broadcast of ‘Professor Quiz’ | 


(CBS). Also Don McNeill’s ‘Break- 
fast Club’. 
The NRDGA participation is on 


| invitation and the, major topic af- |, 


fecting the NAB group is ‘Radio for 
Retailers’, No date has been set for 
this discussion. 


GODFREY’S GAGS | 


NBC Execs Dubious About Loril- 
lard Broadcaster’s Humor 











Arthur Godfrey, who is plugging 
Friends Tobacco (Lorillard) by the | 
transcription route on 20 stations, 
was almost waved off NBC’s man- 
aged and owned stations because 
the network’s program board con- | 
| sidered one of his gags as politically 
' controversial. 
| In this particular disc Godfrey was 


telling about the people that pour in | 


and out of the White House daily. | 
‘And strange as it may _ seem,’| 
cracked Godfrey, ‘even Mrs. Roose- | 
velt can be seen occasionally.’ 


been used by network comics to, 
surfeit, 


CAMPANA VACANCY! . Gags on a similar theme have 





| 

? | 
| 

Maurice Morton to L.A» | 
Maurice Morton, assistant to 


Morris radio department, goes to the | 


|; come assistant to John Gluskin, of 
the Morris office there. 








TEN YEARS EXPERIENCE ON WKY SUMMED UP IN EXACTLY 25 WORDS! 


° 9A aiene: 


@ Malt-O-Meal has been kept before WKY listeners 
for more than ten years, spring, summer, fall and winter. 
To quote Mait-O-Meal’s representative, “We have- al- 
WKY has many such 
advertisers... sponsors who gave WKY a 13 or 26-week 


ways obtained splendid results.” 


trial and then came back for a run of 5, 8 or 10 years 
...$ponsors attracted to WKY because of its reputa- 
tion for showmanship, sponsors sticking with WKY 
because of its standout brand of product exploitation. 








OKLAHOMA CITY 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE OKLAHOMA - 
PUBLISHING COMPANY -+K REPRESENTED 
NATIONALLY BY THE KATZ AGENCY, INC, 





Coast tomorrow (Thursday) to be- | 


t 


cancelled performances unless. 
written notice is given 24 hours in| 
, advance, 


jless for ‘gross insubordjpation or 


Danny Danker moved his Lux show over to Columbia’s Vine Street the- 
atre after four years at the chain’s Music Box on Hollywood boul. Making 
| the move were C. B. deMille, producer; Lou Silvers, music director, and 


| Mel Ruick, announcer, who passed the full period at the old origination 


site....Don Gilman, Harrison Holliway, Syd Dixon and Walter Bunker 
formed an NBC delegation for L. A. night at Bohemian club in Frisco.... 
Edgar Bergen rode for four days with the Visitadores, an old California 
custom....Barbara Jo Allen may do a daily syndicate feature on her ‘Vera 
Vague’ character....Cliff Nazarro straights as vocalist with Kay St. Ger- 
main and Ray Hendricks on Meredith Willson's ‘America Sings’ for Johnson 
wax. Summer program will differ from,other musical shows in that no 
time will be wasted on announcements or identifications between numbers 
....Lewis Allen Weiss goes to Vancouver in July to address Pacific Adver- 
tising Clubs convention on ‘Television—Third Dimension of Advertising... . 
Coast branch of American Federation of Radio Artists throws an outdoor 
shindy at Uplifters club June 1....Jack Sayers bossing KNX publicity 
gang while Hal Rorke is on the Burns and Allen safari....James Cagney 
has the June 2 guest spot on Chase & Sanborn. 





IN CHICAGO .. . 


Betty Barrett has joined cast of ‘Kaltenmeyers Kindergarten... .Cliff 


| Soubier and Fern Persons added to ‘Arnold Grimm’... Lester Damon, 
| Laurette Fillbrandt, Patti Willis, Judith Alden, Mike Romano, Hugh Row- 


lands, Glenn Ransom, Stanley Harris, Mercedes McCambridge and Fred 
Sullivan off the same show....Louise Fitch, Mary Frances Desmond, 
Cheer Brentson now on the ‘Ma Perkins’ series, Lenore Kingston having 
dropped off....Loretta Poynton added to ‘Kitty Keene’, 

Sid Strotz to Oklahoma territory on biz....Robert McKee added to NBC 
spieler staff, coming in from WHFC, Chicago....Ethel Reid Winser this 
week starts new book-reviewing program on WJJD under tag of ‘Off the 
Bookshelf’....Harlan Ware, scripter of ‘Story cf Bud Barton’ hosted by 


| NBC at press and cocktail party....Les Mitchell spoke on radio technique 


and dramatics at Loyola Community theatre....Allen Franklin doubling 
from baseball play-by-play on WJJD to new poetry program tagged ‘Cozy 
Corner’....Nancy Martin making a personal at the Memphis Country club 
..»-Roy Shields, who filled in as conductor for the Carnation program 
when Josef Pasternack died suddenly, looks to go along on show indef- 
initely....Alec Templeton getting his molars tampered....Ed Prentiss 
added to cast of ‘Story of Bud Barton’....Ted Weems orchestra doubling 


: TIC ( | from NBC-General Mills show to a fortnight dance work at the Aragon 
Will remain indefinitely. | ballroom in Chi....Sam Wanamaker and Charlotte Holland, ether per- 
formers, slated for-a merge on May 25....Escorts and Betty quartet will 


| do a shot on the Bob Hope program from Chicago next week. 


 dinihidetns of the papers of transac- 
| tions for the transfer or distribu- 
| tion of transcriptions. No master 
| transcription to be used for sub- 
| sequent platters after the original 
be less than minimum rates, within | batch have been made. 

10 days of performances. Payment 19. Signatories agree net to sup- 
must be direct, not through any |ply discs to stations ‘unfair’ to 
third person or agent. No deduc- | AFRA. 


tions except as required: by law. 20. Signatories agree to withdraw 
12. Time spent making recordings | all transcriptions made prior to this 

later discarded must be paid for at | code. 

rehearsal rates, 





AFRA E.T. Scale 


Continued from page 26 











| 21. Dise of five minutes or less 

13. No reproduction may be made may be repeated as often as desired 
of any except ‘live’ performances, | until two months after making, but 
unless with AFRA written consent. | subsequently not at all. 


| No re-recordings may be made of 








previously recorded performance. 


14. Performers retain their com- | 
mon law and property rights in their 
recorded interpretations. 


15. Producers must pay for all. 


16. Producers must pay for can- 
celled individual engagements un- 


misconduct.’ ‘Signatory agrees that 
after -the engagement is made, the 
risk of the artist’s incompetence is 
assumed by him (signatory)’. 

17. Transcriptions must all carry 
an AFRA label. Violation of this 
rule may involve (a) cancellation 
of the signatory’s rights to all his 
previous transcriptions, (b) cancel- 
lation of his right to hire AFRA 
members, (c) be listed as ‘unfair’ to 
AFRA and be subjected to AFRA 





CQLUMBUS 
All you needinCentral Ono 
5000wants pay 


1000 WATTS NIGHT 
boycott. 7 John Blair & Co., Representative 








18. AFRA to be supplied with | 
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~ P.§—They Don’t Get The Job 


Philadelphia, May 14. 
Spring—the traditional time for young men’s fancies to turn to 
thoughts of love—instead has college boys in these parts thinking about 
_getting jobs on the radio. And the rah-rah lads have thought up a raft 
of clever stunts in order to get the ear of station execs, according to 
Jerry Stone, public relations director of WDAS. 


Very few of the would-be ether experts want to be announcers, 
singers or comedians—instead the lads seek jobs in the executive or 
production departments. The college boys—most of them from Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania and Temple University—have worked out 


systems that can be broken down roughly into Approaches 1, 2, 3, 4 


or 5. 

1. Executive approach: The aspiring young radio-bug gets a girl 
friend to act as ‘secretary.’ She calls the station and says: ‘This is 
Mr. Doakes’ secretary—he wants to talk with the station manager.’ 
Young Doakes, posing as a business man, asks if he couldn’t drop 
around and discuss radio programs. As soon as he gets a personal 
audience he hits the studio boss for a job. This one usually gets 
the bum’s rush. : 

2. Background approach: Doakes writes a-letter listing a lot of 
phoney jobs he has held in the past. When he is calied in he breaks 
down and admits that he hasn’t any experience, but begs for a chance 
ust the same. This one gets streeted ina hurry. 

3. Desperate approach: Doakes believes in the old adage that sin- 
cerity gets its own reward, After getting by the receptionist he grabs 
the lapel of the first guy who looks like a boss and says he'll do any- 

g—even wash windows—just to be near such a great organization 
as Station Blank. These guys scram when they’re handed a mop and 
t. F 
1 approach: This type keeps bombarding the station_ 
with letters giving suggestions on how programs might be improved. 
Sometimes they’re asked in for a personal confab, In rare cases these 
lads really have a new idea. 

5. Discovery approach: Doakes muscles in on man-on-the-street 
broadcasts. Then for a week afterward the station receives letters 
asking about that ‘new wonderful voice of Mr. Doakes I heard inter- 
viewed on WDAS.’ Trouble is that all of the letters usually are writ- 
ten with the same typewriter. 


Ken Boice After Biz 


KTSA’S NOVEL HOIST 
F OR MOBILE UNIT Ken Boice is soliciting business for 
the Transcontinental Broadcasting 

















San Antonio, May 14. 

KTSA will add a mobile transcrip- 
tion unit. Plans call for truck to be 
built with jacks so as in case of a 
large crowd car can be hoisted and 
the transcriptions can be made with- 
out danger of the needle jumping the 
track due to the crowd hitting the 
truck. 

Other features to be incorporated 
in the truck will be that of a power 
unit. Either regular electrical cur- 
rent may be used or the truck’s own 
power supply can be used. 


System, which he stepped into sev- 
eral months ago. Boice has supplied 
several agencies with copies of a list 
of stations which he asserts have ac- 
cepted not only affiliation with his 
project but the new terms of station 
compensation. 

Boice was formerly v.p. in charge 
of sales for CBS, later becoming a 
v.p. at Benton & Bowles. 





St. Louis—Virginia Bell has been 
added to the radio staff of the Olian 


Advertising Co. as continuity writer. 
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t Non-Commercial Radio : 


Criticism-Proof Awards 


Columbus, May 14. 

I. Keith Tyler, director of the In- 
stitute for Education by Radio, is 
asking the trade at large for reac- 
tions to the Institute’s recent awards. 

Understood the Institute hopes to 
have a more criticism-proof system 
of judging in the future. 








13 Programs a Week 
Terre Haute, May 14. 
The radio division of the Indiana 


| State Teachers College is now pre- 


senting 13 broadcasts a week over 
Station WBOW here. Material coin- 
cides with subject matter of high 
schools in area plus student forums, 
music appreciation courses and an 
adult education series called the 
‘Terre Haute Meeting of the Air’. 

Clarence M. Morgan is in charge 
of the radio activities. 





Purdue’s New Aud 
Lafayette, Ind., May 14. 
Purdue University last week dedi- 
cated a new Hall of Music seating 
6,208 persons. WLW, Cincinnati, and 
WLS, Chicago, carried salute pro- 
grams as well as educational station 
WBAA., 
Purdue also has fairly steady tie- 
ups with WOWO, Ft. Wayne. 





Health Show on 30 Stations 
Springfield, Ill., May 14. 

The Illinois State Department of 
Health under Dr. A. C. Baxter has 
a radio director, Leona de Mare 
East, and a fairly ambitious schedule 
of radio programs. It has transcrip- 
tions on 30 Illinois stations for a 
weekly donation of seven and a half 
hours time, 

Called the Illinois March of Health 
the discs are dramatic in character 
and are recorded in Chicago at 
World and with AFRA performers, 
among them, in the recent past, 
Alice Hill, Rita Ascot, Janet Logan, 
Kay Campbell, Joan Kay, Florence 
Ravenal, Ken Christy, Ray Largay, 
Rene Gekiere, Bill Bouchey, Bob 
Bailey, Ed Allen, Jr. 





Asking the Citizens 
Denver, May 14, 
The Rocky Mountain Radio Coun- 
| cil is conducting a mail questionnaire 
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[ran (Persia) Makes Elegant Event — 
Of Its New Shortwave Station 
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Six Hours of Symphony 
Sponsored Over WCFL 


Chicago, May 14. | 

One year’s contract for six hours | 

of symphonic music each evening | 

has been signatured on WCFL by the | 

Service Drug Stores, set through the 

Goodkind, Joice & Morgan agency | 
here. 





Washington, May 14. 

Doggiest new-station announce- 
ment which the broadcast industry 
probably has ever seen was put out 
last week by Iranian Legation at 
Washington, 

Heralding the inauguration of a 
new DX service, the Iranian minis- 


Program will run each night at |‘? Sent out numbered copies of the 


10:30 with Martin Jacobsen as m.c. | 


and commentator. 


More on Brief Line 


Washington, May 14. 

More radio attorneys approved 
last week to practice before the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission. 
New barristers as follows: 

Robert E. May, Charles B. Mc- 
Innis, Samuel William Hubbard 
Meloy, Francis M..Sullivan and 
George W. Young, all of Washington; 
McKibben Lane, Macon, Ga.; Robert 
Hill Polk, Franklin, Tenn., and 
George W. Shea, New York. 











Glenn Garr Incorporated 


Albany, May 14. 
Glenn Garr, Inc., has been char- 
tered to conduct a band business in 
New York. Capital stock is 100 
shares, no value. 
Bernard L. Miller is the filing at- 
torney. 





Through the above Joe Glaser has | 


put on.a stock basis the Glenn Garr 
band that he is booking out of Con- 
solidated Radio Artists, Inc. Band 
is due soon at the Rustic Cabin, En- 
glewood Cliffs, N. J. 





survey of ‘prominent citizens’ s0- 
liciting comment and opinions on the 
type of program they would like to 
have broadcast. 

Robert Hudson is director of the 
council ° 


announcement—bearing the imperial 
coat-of-arms of Iran (Persia, to you) 


—to the Washington bureaus of vari- 
ous big dailies. High-sounding pro- 
nunciamento read as follows: 


‘The Imperial Legation of Iran 
‘at Washington 
‘presents its compliments to....... ° 
(name of newspaper) and has the 
honor to announce that 
‘Radio-Teheran’ 
‘was inaugurated at Teheran, Iran, 


; at 7 o’clock on the evening of April 


24, 1940, in the presence of his royal 
highness, the crown prince of Iran. 


‘The transmission of news to for- 
eign countries will be by short wave, 
30-99 and 19-87 meters, and the news 
will be broadcast in six different 
languages: Persian, Arabic, French, 
Russian, English and German.’ 

The Iranian government recently 
re-established its diplomatic staff in 
Washington aftér spending several 
seasons in a huffy state of mind, dur- 
ing which relations betwen the Iran 
and the U. S. remained temporarily 
‘severed’, 


Occurrence of an ‘international 
incident’ made the front page some 
|; years ago when an Iranian minis- 
ter—since replaced—was embroiled 
in a traffic spat with a small-town 
Maryland cop who had not heard 
about the ‘diplomatic immunity’ 
which protects foreign ambassadors 
from the speed laws and other petty 
annoyances of American civilian 
life. Following the undignified 
scuffle, the Iranians withdrew from 
Washington—closing the  legation 
and disposing of its furnishings until 
time healed the wounds. 
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‘Sidelights on Radio War News 


4444444. 


Military Calm Versus Journalese 


If the new turn of events in the European conflict has not exactly out- 
moded the networks’ crop of news commentators, it has to some extent 
rendered them incapable of fully outlining what is going on. Here Major 
Eliot shines. 

The prosecution of any war has two major aspects: (1) ‘policy’ which is 
the definition of the final objective by the people and their rulers; and (2) 
‘strategy’ which is the planning and execution of battles to accomplish the 
‘policy’. To date, the ‘policy’ end has always been to the forefront, and 
the regular news commentators have more or less expounded this phase 
with fidelity and detail. Now that the ‘strategy’ angle is in full play, 
however, the boys are finding the water way over their heads. This is 
where Eliot gets a chance to go to bat, and against very poor pitching at 
that. 

Comparison of Eliot’s remarks with those of non-military spielers imme- 
diately shows where the latter are at their weakest—in their estimation 
of what is a worthwhile military objective. The non-military lads seem 
to make a fuss about the capture of any one-horse crossroads or railway 
junction, whereas Eliot avoids this tendency toward useless scareheads. 
In fact, so far as the networks are concerned, it will be the military men 
—and not the civilian commentators—who will avoid inflating the air with 
emotionalism and sometimes useless heart-throbs. 

Eliot’s delivery is crisp, incisive and well-planned. It is also matter-of- 
fact, somewhat along the lines of a doctor reporting on his last appendec- 
tomy. This slight dryness may have a calming effect in the midst of the 
regular news hullybaloo. Eliot has another advantage in that he doesn’t 
have to broadcast as often as his non-military colleagues. At any rate, he 
fills his job well, and CBS has a decided edge in his presence. 








War Maps in Demand 
Sinclair Oil's offer of 1,600,000 free war maps has been quickly exhaust- 


+ 


ed; another 1,000,000 on presses. + 








that the greater the military activity, 
the greater the radio reportorial 
problem. 


No Scoops, None Expected 
Since the Belgium-Holland-Lux- 
émbourg blitzkreig was launched 
Friday (10) none of the news serv- 





' was agreed among the threesome to 


ices feeding radio scored anything 
resembling a scoop. On the whole, 
New York observers don’t expect 
them to. The war coverage is 
pedestrian necessarily because of 
confusion on the one hand and mili- 
tary censorship on the other. Not 
the least surprising factor were con- 
tinued broadcasts from Amsterdam, 
although the Germans were uncom- 
fortably close and the Royal Family 
had fled to England. 





Parachutes Hampering? 
Parachute troop stunt by en- 
gaging the home defenders even 
while the front is far away may, if 
spreading, hamper radio broadcasts 
out of Europe, bearing out the claim, 
long made by shrewd broadcasters, 


Elmer Davis’ Big Audience 

Elmer Davis got the ideal break 
commercially. He began broadcast- 
ing for his new sponsor, Gillette, on 
Friday night. CBS liad Crossley, Inc., 
check the Davis audience in Provi- 
dence, Baltimore, Detroit, Wichita 
and Minneapolis by ‘immediate re- 
call’ telephone interviews. The proof 
of the high listener interest was a | 
socko rating of 33%. 








Networks Stick te Pledges | 
Despite the tremendous impetus | 
given to the output of war news by 
the invasion of the Low Countries 
by the Nazis the networks have, 
with little exception, stuck to the 
war broadcasting code which they 





entered into last September. After 


WA 











the initial impact of this event and 
the reshuffling of the British cab- 
inet (Friday) had passed, the webs 
eased back into the prescribed terms 
of their pact. War coverage was 
confined to pre-scheduled periods 
and there was no breaking into other | 
programs with bulietins. 





Stay On Air All Night 
NBC, CBS and Mutual kept going | 
all night Thursday. The following | 
day its signoff came between one} 


and three a.m. and on Saturday it | 





i] 


call it quits at two a.m. 

After the flash came through | 
sometime after Thursday midnight | 
that Holland had been invaded the | 
networks rushed to bringing their 
staffs and to line up foreign pickups 
and domestic commentators. While 
CBS practically confined itself to 
the same expert staff that it has been 
using on this side and abroad for 
the past eight months, NBC and Mu 
tual started a roundup of supple. 
mentary authorities and correspond- 
ents. Among NBC’s auxiliary corps 
were Dorothy Thompson, Paris; Ed- | 
mund Stevens, Stockholm; Eugene 
Lyons, New York, and Capt. Frank 
Reinecke, U. S. N., retired. Mutual 
added Charles W. Kerwood, aviation 
expert; Victor Lusinchi, from French 
General Headquarters; Riley O’Sulli- 
van, of the Associated Press, who 
it is figured was the last to broad- 
cast out of Amsterdam, Edmund 
Taylor, of the AP, Paris, and Rob- 
ert Okin, AP, Brussels. 

While the other networks put on 
severai European roundups a day, 
Mutual was the only one to give 
such program a full hour. That was 
Saturday night (8-9). 





Bombings to Be Broadcast 

Thomas Grandin from Paris gave 
CBS listeners a brief foretaste of the 
sounds incident to air raids—the 
warning claxon. He explained he 
was unable to open the window for 
a sharper pick-up as to do so would 
violate the military blackout. This 
Grandin bit was much talked about | 
in New York circles. (It came a/ 
week after a VARIETY page one story 
forecast that the BBC would feed 
America actual on-the-spot broad- 
casts if and when the Nazis bomb | 
London.) | 





Bate, Murrow, Steele Busy 














Fred Bate, the NBC chief of Euro- | 
pean staff, has been keeping up a /| 


gruelling pace in London. That re- | 
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THAT PROVES IT 
AGAIN — 


WLS GETS 





Wednesday, April 10, at 7:00 a. m., 
on Julian Bentley's WLS newscast 
(too early for an audience?), WLS an- 
nounced a new, up-to-date war map, 
available to listeners at 10 cents a copy. 

In the noon mail the same day, 100 
dimes were received — many mailed 
within thirty minutes of the broadcast. 
In the 2:30 p. m. mail were 150 more; 
and within a week 30,000 were received. 

Again WLS proves that its listeners 
respond—quickly and definitely—and 
that any time is a good time—if the 
program is good and the station has 
built a loyal and dependable audience. 
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mains true of Edward Murrow of | 
CBS who is on the air only less | 
frequently than Bulova time signals. | 
Mutual’s John Steele has been 
among the best from across the soup 
although his schedules are _ infre- 
quent and the ‘habit factor’ is not | 
operating to his benefit as with | 
others. 





FLY PRAISES 
AIR JOB ON 
WAR 


Washington, May 14. 
To a limited extent, the FCC is 
apparently willing to kiss and make 
up. New spirit of forgiveness was 
disclosed Monday (15) when Chair- 
man James L. Fly suddenly decided 
to hold a press conference at which | 
he said the industry has done a good 
job in keeping U. S. posted on Hit- 
ler’s invasion of the low countries. | 
Specially invited audience of 
newspapermen—the _ session was 
scheduled out of a clear sky and was 
in marked contract to the difficulty 
legmen have had in the past getting 
to Fly—heard the whip-cracker 
opine that microphoned reports from 
overseas are ‘intelligent and fair.’ 
Gratuitous compliment, which puz- 
zled industry observers, was at- 
tributed to concern of New Deal. 
politicans over the possibility that 
Republicans will make campaign 
capital out of FCC’s alleged anti- 
business stand. Suggestion for the 
tete-a-tete came from a _ political 
strategist close to the White House. | 
Fly remarked that radio has been | 
‘doing a whale of a job’ and in the 
past few days ‘performed a real pub- | 
lic service’ in informing listeners 
about what goes on. In the past he | 
has been willing to do some back- | 
patting, but never as conspicuously , 
and with so littl provocation. 








Edmonton, Alberta, police depart- | 
ment will pay Taylor, Pearson, Car- | 
son Broadcasting Co., operator of a> 
chain of Canadian broadcasting sta- | 
tions, $4,900 to equip its automobiles | 
with radios. a 





European ‘We, the People’ Fizzles 


What had been intended as something pretentious on the ‘We. the 
People’ program (CBS) last Tuesday night (7) petered out into a 
simple, little, and not quite exciting effort. With the collaboration of 
Columbia's special events department, the program set out to bring in 
interviews with ‘average citizens’ from four neutral countries, Sweden, 
Roumania, Holland and Italy. 

When the program went on none of these was included. Instead, 
listeners got a pickup from London with the oft-heard Edward Mur. 
row, CBS staff man, interviewing an Irishman and a Swedish girl. The 
Irishman rambled on in the style of Brian Aherne declaring that where 
he came from they were not so excited about the war and pooh-pooh- 
ing the need for blackouts in his country. The Swedish girl, who sound. 
ed very much like Greta Garbo, contrasted the former happy state of 
affairs.in her country with the plight in which it now finds itself. She 
added that her country was anti-Nazi but not pro-British. Only thing 
that was surprising about this pickup was the latitude of opinion and 
freedom of speech implied in the interviewees’ remarks. 


News Periods Hi hted 


Des Moines, May 14, 
Because of the great interest in radio news periods due to the European 
war the four Cowles stations are logged in the Des Moines Sunday Register 
(Cowles owned) under a new simplified system worked out by radio editor 
Mary Little to show listeners where, who and when. The chart below is 
for KRNT. Similar logs are worked out for Cowles KSO, Des Moines; 
WMT, Waterloo, and WNAX, Yankton, S. Dak. 


KRNT News 


6:00 a. m—Sunriso News with Wayne| 
Ackley .. 

“7:15 a.m—Newsreel with Wayne 
Ackley .. 


10:00 a. m—Kate Smith Speaks........] 
12:00 noon—Noon Extra ........-..+++| 
12:55 p. m.—Press NWS .....-..+ee+e-| X 
“1:30 p. m—Press News .......cceeees| 
| X 
| 
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5:00 p. m.—European Round Up ....... 

5:15 p.m.—Paul Sullivan’s News......| | 

5:45 p.m.—The World Today, CBS| | 

World Capital Commentators} | 

6:30 p. m.—Hollywood News with H. 

HIOPPeF .nccccccccccccccecs 

“8:30 p.m.—Bob Trout’s News.........| 

“8:30 p.m—The World Today,.........| 

8:45 p. m.—Hollywood News with H. 

Hopper 

8:55 p.m.—Press News with Bob Trout; | 
“9:00 p. m—Hieadlines and Bylines, CBS; | 

Commentators ......++.++-| X | 

9:55 p. m.— Bob Trout’s News..........). | X 

| 

| 

| 
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10;00 p.m.—Tomorrow's News  withj 
Glen Law eoeseceoseebnsooe 


1x 1X 
11:55 p. m.—Midnight News ......00++-) X 1X 
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_ Agencies Enfranchised in Canada 
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Toronto, May 14. 


(As of May 1, 1940, the following is the official list of advertising agen- 
cies registered with the Canadian Association of Broadcasters as a pre- 
visite to ‘recognition’ for the usual 15% commission.) 


Ardiel Advertising Agency. 

Atherton & Currier. 

Ayer, N. W. & Son of Canada, 

Baker Advertising Agency. 

Canadian Advertising Agency. 

Cockfield, Brown & Co. 
*ATCY. 

St A. J. & Co. 

Ellis Advertising Co. ; 

Ferres Advertising Service. 

Fisher Co., James. 

Foster, Harry E. Agencies, 

Gibbons, J. J. 

Nayhurst Co., F. H. 

Kelly, Russell T. 

Locke, Clarke. 

Lord & Thomas of Canada, 

MacLaren Advertising Co. 

McConnell, Eastman & Co. 
McKim, A. 


Norris-Patterson. 

Purkis, Thornton. 

Reynolds & Co., E. W. 
Richardson-MacDonald. 
Ronalds Advertising Agency. 
Smith & Son, R. C. 
Stevenson & Scott. 
Stewart-MclIntosh. 

Tandy Advertising Agency. 
Thompson, J. Walter. 

United Radio Advertising. 
Vickers & Benson. 

Wallace Advertising. 

Walsh Advertising Co. 
Whitehall Broadcasting. 
Metropolitan Broadcasting. Service. 
Frentenac Broadcasting Co. 
J.-E. Huot Enregistree. 
William R. Orr & Co. 








MORE AIR ADS 
IN N. Y. MILK 
~ PROMOTION 


—_+-— 


Albany, May 14. 
A wider use of radio is planned 
in new milk promotion which State 
of New York will sponsor, under a 


$300,000 appropriation, and with J. 
M. Mathes the agency for fifth 
straight year. In 1935, first year 
state went into business of stimu- 
lating consumption of fluid milk, N. 
W. Ayer spotted a children’s serial 
and another program. One was 
heard via state network and other 
on metropolitan station. Later, air 
portion of campaign was decreased, 
along with a cut in the appropria- 
tion. For two years, plugging con- 
sisted of one-minute electrical tran- 
scriptions, placed in series on about 
16 transmitters throughout the state. 
Some of these were by well known 
‘voices.’ 

Last year an experiment was 
made in a morning participating 
program for women over WJZ. Sur- 
prisingly good results were obtained. 
Some participations in a WGY 
femme feature also were used. There 
will be an extension this year. Mes- 
sages will be geared toward adult 
rather than kid listening. 

Endorsements of milk as an aid to 
good health, skin beauty, etc., by 
Hollywood women stars will again 
be employed in newspapers. Aill 
dailies and weeklies of state share 
in allotment of copy. ; 


H. M. Feeley on Own 


Seattle, May 14. 
H. M. Feeley, formerly with Free 
& Peters, has opened his own station 
rep office in this town. 

name is H. M. Feeley & Associates. 
He has started off with the repre- 
sentation of the Washington and Ore- 
gon groups in the Don Lee Network. 
This northwest batch of stations calls 

itself the Pacific Broadcasting Co. 





His firm | 


Merwin Morrison Quits 
As City P.A. for WGR 


Buffalo, May 14. 
Merwin C. Morrison has resigned 
effective June 1 as city publicity 
director to join WGR-WKBW staff, 
where he now handles hobby pro- 
gram. Morrison’s action followed 
Common Council’s slicing of his sal- 


putting job on part-time basis. 

Before going with city, Morrison 
was with Buffalo Evening News 
where he handled promotional 
broadcasts over WBEN. 


Swift Air Pep Raliy 


Swift & Co. will bankroll a single 
broadcast of a meeting of its sales 
force over the Mutual net May 18— 
and do a repeat airing of the thing 
later in the day for additionaf out- 
lets on the Coast. Called ‘Sales 
Meeting of the Air’ it will air over 
24 Mutual outlets in the east and the 








southwest regions at noon. Emanates 
from WGN, Chicago. 

An additional eight outlets will 
record the 30 minute pep talk and 
broadcast at 1 p.m. in various other 
parts of the country. Single airing 
is in-behalf of Prem, a Swift product. 
J. Walter Thompson’s Chi office 
agented. 





Elliott Roosevelt on 46 


San Antonio, May 14. 

Elliott Roosevelt's news _ series 
jumped from 12 Texas State Net- 
work stations April 29 to 46 national 
stations within a week’s time. Spon- 
'sored by Dr. Lyons Tooth Powder 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert). 

Two days after the series started, 
four additional Texas stations were 
added, totaling 16 for the May Ist 
| airing. 





Ralph della Selva on WNEW 


New Haven, May 14. 

Ralph della Selva’s ‘Connecticut 
Hall of Fame,’ celeb series aired last 
several seasons on WBRY, WTIC and 
most recently on WDRC, expands to 
‘American Hall of Fame’ proportions 
on WNEW, New York. 

Della Selva’s now in Manhattan 





lining up guests. 
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The best “spot” 
radio buy in 
BALTIMORE: 


WFBR NEWS SERVICES 


Available in 35 and 100 
word live announcements 
and 5 or 15 minute pro- 
grams. — 


Write for details or consult 
Edward Petry representative. 


WFBR 


BALTIMORE 
National Representatives 
EDWARD PETRY & COMPANY 





* ON THE NBC 


WGAR Lingual Radioite 


Fails to Put Over per Allericans Radio Stations Dominate 


Cleveland, May 14. | 


Daylight saving measure, sponsored 
'by Councilman John M. Lewandow- 
iski, president of the Nationality 
Broadcasting Association and direc- 


Shanghai International Settlement 





tor of WGAR’s Polish Hour, was de- 
feated last week. Union groups and | Shanghai, Apri] 24. 
motion picture exhibs fought the! The International 
proposal. |Shanghai is British-controlled, in- 
Ernest Schwartz, head of the local | cluding the council, the police de- 
exhibitors’ association, charged that partment, fire department, public 
daylight saving time would be a|transportation systems and _ other 
blow to the town’s picture business | public utilities, but Americans have 
and that radio stations and gasoline |complete broadcasting control—a 
companies were the only factions |fact considerably resented by their 
favoring the measure. | British cousins. All of the three 
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Time was when two British sta- 


Settlement of|tions broadcasted here, but both 


| folded up after sustaining heavy fi- 
‘nancial losses. At present a new 
| British station, to be operated by the 
'North China Daily News, British 
senior morning newspaper, looms 
/on the horizon. Reports have it that 
| the station will receive a subsidy 
'from the British Government. 

There are 19 Chinese stations in 


WTRY, TROY, HAS 1ST | 


ky radio broadcasting stations | 


of the Internationa] Settlement are Shanghai under the control of the 
American-owned and managed. They | Japanese military and they dare not 


COMMERCIAL FROM CBS *2i:*. | 


Station XMHA is owned by L.} 
Healey, of Boston, Mass. On the air | 
Troy, N. Y.. May 14. |from 7 a.m. until midnight every | 

Sinclair sponsoring ‘The World |day and Sunday. The siation, in- | 
| Today,’ 15-minute round-up of war /cidentally, has the most famous 





are stations XMHC, XMHA and | broadcast anything unfavorable to 


the Japanese, 


RAUH, HARVARD LAW 
WIZ, TAYLOR AIDE 





ary from $4,800 to $2,000 yearly and | 


midwest at 10 a.m., and will be re- | 
done for 15 more in the Coast and | 


news via CBS, has added WTRY, 
new Troy station, to list for Wednes- 
day and Friday broadcasts. It is the 
first CBS show to be aired by WTRY. 

Program is not heard via WOKO, 
Columbia’s outlet in nearby Albany, 
except Saturdays and Sundays—two 
of five nights when it is sustaining. 





Weir, CBS Press Top, 
On Canadian Checkup 


Winnipeg, May 14. 

E. A. Weir, commercial manager 
and press and information chief of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., is 
on a flying trip through the Do- 
minion. Touching CBC offices on the 
way out and will do same on the 
way back. 

States trip is general inspection 
tour and has no bearing on commer- 
cial angle. Spending most of his 
; time on press relations. 


| 
| QOmaha—Bud Thorpe, announcer 


| from KOIL, is now doing his news- 
cast for KLZ, Denver. 





| 





news commentator in the Far East 
—Carroll D. Alcott. of Des Moines, 
also employed by the China Press. 


tions, a Japanese radio station north 
of Soochow Creek. 
cott’s broadcasts because of his open 
opposition to the Japanese scheme 
to elect five Japanese council mem- 
bers and thus gain control of the 
council. The Japanese were suc- 
cessful in jamming the broadcasts 
but failed to gain council’ control. 
The jamming of the station resulted 
in sharp protests to the American 
consular authorities, they in turn 
protesting to the Japanese consul- 
general. The latter denied that a 
Japanese station was responsible for 
the interference. 

Station XMHC 1s owned by Her- 
bert Moy, New York-born Chinese, 
and is, operated by the Shanghai 
Evening Post and Mercury. Moy 
was formerly with the United Press 
in New York. He is the station’s 
news commentator and chief an- 
nouncer. 

Station XQHB is owned and op- 





erated by Mrs. William Robertson. 


Prior to the recent municipal elec- | 


‘jammed’ Al- | 





Washingion, May 14. 

| Appointment of Joseph L. Rauh, 
Jr., young Harvard University grad- 
uate, as assistant general counsel to 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission was announced last Wednes- 
day (8) following the resignation of 
William C. Koplovitz to enter private 
practice. Rauh, who formerly occu- 
pied a similar position with the Wage 
and Hour Division of the Depart- 
ment of Labor, will assist 32-year- 
old Telford Taylor, who last week 
was appointed general counsel, re- 
placing William J. Dempsey. Demp- 
sey and Koplovitz retired to go into 
a private partnership. 

Rauh, a native of Cincinnati, grad- 
uated from Harvard magna cum 
laude in 1932, at the age of 21. He 
later graduated from Harvard Law 
School at the head of his class. The 
Cincinnati has also been a member 
of the Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission legal staff and law _ secre- 
tary. to two associate justices of the 
United States Supreme Court, Felix 
Frankfurter and the late Benjamin 
N. Cardoza. 
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Take your pick...or take them all 


= ...either way Mutual costs less 


Mutual matches anybody’s appetite. If you want a coast to 
coast banquet, Mutual can put 225 of the leading 300 U. S. 
markets on your platter at only 9570 per week for three % 
hour evening broadcasts, scaling down in thirteen-week cycles 
to *6,756 if the campaign runs for 52 weeks. Or if you want 
to try just a few main markets of your own choosing, Mutual 
serves them up at substantial savings. Either way you'll 


find a Mutual diet exceedingly fattening for all your sales. 


MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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‘FUN IN PRINT’ 

With Sigmund Spaeth 

Quiz 

30 Mins. 

INT’L SILVER 

Sunday, 6 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

This is ‘Information, Please’ with- 
out the cash register. And, it may be 
added, without Clifton Fadiman, 
John Kiernan, Franklin P. Adams 
and Oscar. The one effective per- 
sonality among four on the _ first 
broadcast was Hendrik Van Loon. 
He was disposed to be conversational, 
but m.c. Sigmund Spaeth, obviously 
drilled to get on with the show, 
thought the questions were more im- 
portant than Van Loon’s observa- 
tions, a definitely misguided notion. 
Thus the one possibility of the first 
broadcast being something more than 
an unimaginative third-rate. carbon 
copy of a successful program was 
lost, and ‘Fun in Print’ had to stand 
unsupported by personality and un- 
relieved by humor. 

(It may have been partly a case 
of jitters with Spaeth, as Van Loon 
at one point cracked: ‘I forgot my 
German three days ago.’) 

The questions directed at two 
writers and two normal people each 
session are all of them from the 
printed page (but that takes in 
musical manuscripts), so that the| 
set-up of the program, while differ- 
ing in small details, is a reasonably 
exact facsimile of the Golenpaul 
gavotte. 

It unfolded pretty drearily. It may 
hold the time for International 


nd. 


‘YOUR SERENADER’ 
Music, Songs 

15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Mon. & Thurs., 8 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 


The idea of writing a straight 15 
minutes of songs as a drifting, re- 
laxed recounting of experiences as- 
sociated with past or present ro- 
mances, seems good. (It’s a diluted 
version of the old ‘Your Lover’ pro- 
gram of daffy. memory.) Singer 
billed simply as ‘Your Serenader’ 
exhibits an experienced voice with 
just the right touch for ballads, not 
too sharp and not too much on the 
crooning side. Voice ambles on, 
spieling dialog written by Joan Col- 
lins, various points in the memory 
word picture cueing different tunes 
used. : 

Only thing wrong at this catching, 
noticeable only at the beginning, was 
the arrangements for the  back- 
grounding band. They were over- 
done and succeeded several times 
in distracting attention from the 
voice. Too much accompaniment, 
however, ¢an easily be corrected. 
It’s a soothing session. Wood. 


*PROF-IT’ 

Theatre Audience Quiz 
30 Min.-Local 

HOT POINT DEALERS 
Monday, 8:30 p. m., 
WABY, Albany. 

New program, aired from Palace 
theatre, seems somewhat like a local 
edition of Dr. I. Q. Fact it’s broad- 
cast immediately preceding net- 
worker (heard here via WGY), 
makes points of similarity, and dif- 
ference, apparent. Although not 
identical with webber on technical 
side, question formula is much alike. 
Main deviations are comment and 
‘rooting’ by announcers in audience; 
a ‘true or false,’ rather than a ‘right 
or wrong’ interlude (with cards 
marked by patrons, on _ nation- 





wider); a series of clues identifying 
local historical spots, instead of 
biographical sketches; absence of 
Lew Valentine’s tricky-sentence test. 
Initial broadcast was painfully 
sluggish, due mainly to number of 
misses. Second did not hit high 
gear, either. Tip Corning, as ‘Prof’ 
on stage, Forrest Willis and Gren 
Rand as ‘faculty’ roaming in big 
house lacked zing. Tempo generally 
should be 
switching is too slow, gab cut, and 
audience pepped up. Jaco. 
<a 


Must Be Good 


Behind the delay of CBS’ 
forthcoming ‘Invitation to Learn- 
ing’ program is the fear of the 
production staff that a bad first 
impression for the highbrow 
show might damn such an idea 
for another several years. Right 
now the problem is to get stand- 
out savants with radio person- 
ality, enthusiasm for the medium 
and enough free time. Which 
is an order. 

Stringfellow Barr, of St. John’s 
College, Annapolis, is the only 
personality so far lined up. 











‘TONIGHT’S BEST STORY’ 
With Whit Burnett, Helen Hull, Ade- 


laide Klein, Ed Latimer, Jackie 
Jordan, Theresa Keane, Bruce 
Kimes 


30 Mins.—Local 
Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. 
WHN, New York 

Dramatic series in co-operation 
with Story magazine brings that 
publication’s editor, Whit Burnett, to 
the mike to intro and interview 
briefly the author of one of its 
stories. Then an adaptation of the 
yarn is played as the backbone of 
the program. The April 30 edition 
offered Helen Hull’s ‘Snow in Sum- 
mer,’ adapted by Edward Gold- 
berger, of the station’s staff; pro- 
duced by Peter Witt and directed by 
Mitchell Grayson. Auth6éress Hull 
made a few remarks about the yarn’s 
application, then introduced it. 

Concerned with a housewife and 
mother who is churned by the urge 
to write a novel and win a $10,000 
prize, the piece related how her 
success brought her disillusionment 
about Manhattan’s literary circles 
and almost wrecked her home and 
marriage. Whatever the original 
story’s merits may be, the sketch 
was spurious via the air. This was 
at least partially due to the adapta- 
tion, which lacked dexterity. But 
an essential flaw was that the char- 
acters themselves were dull, petty 
people. Production and direction 
were adequate, particularly for a 
small station, but the acting was un- 
even. As the novelist-heroine, Ade- 
laide Klein was forceful, but occa- 
sionally overdid the flibbertigibbets 
inherent in the part. Ed Latimer 
was hardly professionally mannered 
as her dentist husband, but the two 
children played by Jackie Jordan 
and Theresa Keane were . :ceptable, 
the latter perhaps unintentionally 
doing a Betty Field impersonation. 
Bruce Kimes was passable as the 
book publisher. 

Series at least fills a spot in the 
station’s schedule, but it’s question- 
able how much prestige it will bring 
the magazine, usually considered 
highbrow, except with the pulp- 
addict fringe. There are no direct 
plugs on the program. Hobe. 


‘BITTER SWEET’ 

With Marion Claire, James Melton 
WGN Operetta 

Sustaining 

30 Mins. 

Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 

WOR-MBS, New York 


WGN, Chicago, recently aired the 
first of the three operettas for which 
it had imported Bill Bacher to pro- 
duce. Bacher made a _ pleasurable 
event of the initial assignment, Noel 
Coward’s ‘Bitter Sweet,’ retaining in 
narrative and music the full flavor 
of this bit of dramatized old lace and 
lavender. Marion Claire and James 
Melton did handsomely by the sing- 
ing roles of Carl Linden, the ill-fated 
orchestra leader, and Sari Milliken, 
the British patrician. 

Melton’s. script-reading double, 
who got no billing, was also espe- 
cially good. Other kudos are due 
the chorus and Noel B. Gerson, who 
did the adaptation. 





speeded—point-to-point | 


Other two in Bacher’s trilogy are 
‘My Maryland’ and ‘Rose Marie.’ In 
| New York the program came over 
WOR, Mutual release. Odec. 
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*THE ‘PREAKNESS’ (50th) 

With Edwin-C. Hill, Clem McCarthy, 
Bob Hurleigh, Henry Hickman, 
Brent Gunts; George Van Doren 
and studio orch (16) 

3 Hours 

AMERICAN OIL CO. 

Saturday, May 11 

WFBR-NBC, Baltimore 


(Joseph Katz) 
Tied up exclusively by WFBR, the 
running of this classic turf event 
has been traditionally sponsored by 


American Oil and piped to NBC Red 
with commercial applying to Atlantic 
seaboard outlets where company 
products have distribution. Three- 
hour studio party preceding event, 
however, tied in to Maryland cov- 
erage, network consisting of outlets 
in Washington, Hagerstown, Freder- 
ick and Cumberland. (This year’s 
race is last to be run under this set- 
up. Understood that wider hook-ups 
and new. sponsor interested in 
country-wide circulation are pos- 
sible.) 

With Edwin C. Hill, regular Amer- 
ican Oil commentator, handling 
color and Clem McCarthy, the actual 
race, studio used in addition its top 
announcers, Bob Hurleigh and 
Henry Hickman at the track and 
Brent Gunts and George VanDoren’s 
Studio orch, in the studio, for pre- 
race heat-up. 


Three-hour studio party featured 
considerable running talk and back 
and forth switching from track to 
station for preliminary dope and 
gossip and earlier doings in the day’s 
program. Announcers kept. chatter 
fairly interesting and fresh and mu- 
sical interludes by house orchestra 
filled out nicely. 


McCarthy had little trouble keep- 
ing the actual running of the race 
clear and comprehensive. No puz- 
zling changes of position or neck 
and neck competition edged in on 
this straight away gallop to win by 
the favorite Bimelech. It was an 
easy race to describe and McCarthy 
managed to give it some exciting 
suspense, nevertheless. Hill was his 
usual assured and easy talking self 
and the local boys handled them- 
selves well in big-time company. 
Commercials okay without laying it 
on extra thick. Burm. 


‘ Television Review ; 


‘MILESTONE IN TELEVISION’ 

With Ray Perkins, Alicia Markova, 
Anton Dolin, Avis Andrews, Hilde- 
garde, Gertrude Berg, Annamary 
Dickey, Leonard Warren, Berry 
Bros., Peters Sisters, NBC Min- 
strels. 

RCA-NBC, New York 


This zengthy telecast, marking the 
elapse of one year since regularly 
scheduled programs began, estab- 
lished pertinent points on how far 
sight-sound broadcasting has pro- 
gressed. One angle was that after- 
dinner speakers, who go across at 
banquets, often click as well on 
television. Alfred H. Morton, NBC 
vice-president for television, proved 
this, his personal appearance coming 
through well. Ray Perkins, m.c., 
clicked nicely with ad libs and 
piano-ballading as in radio. 


Alicia. Markova and Anton Dolin, 
ballet dancers, also gave the favor- 
able side of new medium. Television 
camera’s ability to shift from one 
terp artist to the other, move from 
closeup to distance shots and catch 
twinkling toes, said much for the 
improvement over a year ago. 


Fashion revue, blatantly a plug for 
a N. Y. women’s store and a per- 
fume concern, illustrated a weakness 
of telecastin’ to date—dull move- 
ment of models with a fashion styl- 
ist reading equally dull patter. Hint 
here, too, of how obnoxious com- 
mercial plugs might become when 
television is commercialized. 


Negro entertainment, introduced 
by’ Avis Andrews of Kit Kat Club, 
revealed the future need for careful 
pruning of performer time. Miss An- 
drews, admittedly good in her first 
song, could have trimmed her second 
and eliminated the third. Same true 
of Berry Brothers, three eccentric 
dancers. Three Peters Sisters had 
the identical failing —too much. 
aa Hart, pianist, did one special- 
y. 

Annamary Dickey and Leonard 
Warren, two younger members of 
the Met Opera, in contrast, offered 
their pet songs and bowed off. Ed- 
ward Johnson, director of the Met 
association, introduced pair. 

“The Ugly Duckling,’ prize win- 
ning Walt Disney short, showed that 
cartoons may have a future. Line 
drawings \.ere more impressive than 
some live talent on show. 

Hildegarde not only proved pho- 
togenically perfect for television but 
her personality went as well as at 
a swank hotel. 


Production of ‘House of Glass’ 
sketch, prepared particularly for 
television, indicated what might be 
accomplished with radio serials 
when sight-sound broadcasting be- 
comes general. Gertrude Berg’s play- 
let registered impressively as it had 
done in the past on airwave pro- 
grams. 

Minstrel show of NBC pages and 
Buides sized up well considering 
amateur talent. Wear. 





High Court 


Albany May 14. 

When Patricia Norman, sing- 
er on Ben Bernie’s Half and Half 
program, was asked during an 
interview over WOKO, Albany, 
what numbers she would warble 
the following week, she replied: 

‘I don’t know. The agency de- 
cides.’ 


The 
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JOHN T. McMANUS - NORMAN 
CORWIN 
Interview 


10 Mins.; Sunday 9 a.m. 
WABC, New York 


What should be an ideal format 
for this sort of radio interview stuff 
was John T. McManus’’10 minutes 
with Norman Corwin, CBS radio 
producer-director, slated for an RKO 
film production berth. McManus is 
radio editor of the forthcoming PM, 
new New York daily, and both their 
chitchat was adult and punchy. 

Corwin’s explanation of rhythmic 
cadence for mike values and sundry 
other sidelights were human-interest 
stuff of first calibre. His tale anent 
the meeting of Carl Sandburg, the 
Lincolniana authority, and Charles 
Laughton, who did an ad lib ren- 
dition of the Gettysburg Address, ex- 
pressly for Sandburg’s benefit, was 
a grand anecdote, 

Too bad it was too early Sunday 
morning on CBS’ Sunday morning 
‘Personality’ series not to have en- 
joyed a wider audience, Abel. 


ELMER DAVIS 

Newscasts 

5 Mins. 

GILLETTE RAZOR 

Fri., Sun., 8:55 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Maxon) 

This 8:55-9 p.m. niche rates as 
one of the most warmed-up spots 
on the air. Gillette has bought it- 
self a tremendous audience for com- 
paratively little money. Elmer 
Davis has been in that period al- 
most consistently since the outbreak 
of the World War and his Yankee 
twang is by this time as well known 
to nation-wide listeners as_ the 
voices of such ace analysts as H. V. 
Kaltenborn and Raymond Gram 
Swing. 

Gillette got still a second break. 
It hooked up with Davis at a most 
propitious time, as far as listener pull 
is concerned. Last Friday night (10) 
was Davis’ first broadcast under the 
Gillette banner and coincidentally: 
one of those maximum listening oc- 
casions, with the country deeply in- 
terested in learning how the Nazis 
had fared in their day of invasion 
of Belgium, Holland and Luxem- 
bourg. . 

Gillette got in a plug at the open- 
ing of the newscast and another at 
the finish, with one covering the 
company’s new Teck razor and the 
other, its blades. The sales copy 
was delivered in rapid-fire style and 
the time consumed was 40 seconds 
out of the four and a half minutes 
figured for the Davis inning. Od 

ec. 
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PAUL LAVAL ORCHESTRA 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 10 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 


Another example of a network 
trying to do something different with 
a house combination, Maestro Paul 
Laval has ideas on instrumental ef- 
fects and they make pleasant and 
attentive listening. The background 
of his repertoire is standard pop 
melodies of decidedly romantic per- 
suasion and the highpoint of his or- 
chestrations is the fine melodic treat- 
ment derived. through the reeds, 
strings and trombone. It all .makes 
for one of those dolce far niente 
(delightful idleness to you!) moods. 

Instead of an announcer, Laval 
uses a mixed vocal combination to 
introduce the various numbers. The 
device is deftly handled and fits in 
neatly with the style of the pro- 
gram. Odec. 





Edgar A. Thompson, radio editor 
of The Milwaukee Journal, left Sun- 


ground 


YOUTHBUILDERS i? 
Mrs. Eleanor Roos 
Elizabeth Seiferheld, Louls Clery 
aom ndy, Rob 
Hattie Hil | (Oenbed, 
20 Mins. , 
Sustaining 


| Wednesday, 2 p.m. 


WJZ-NBC, New York 


Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, wh 
an active interest in various yates 
activities, was guest speaker Wed 
nesday (8) at the Forum Award 
luncheon given at the Martinique 
hotel, N. Y., by Youthbuilders, 
outfit for encouragement, education 
and guidance of the young, Her 
topic was ‘How to Be Prepared to 
Live in a Democracy.’ Balance of 
the program was the presentation by 
the kids of awards which they had 
voted for the radio series, book film 
and magazine which had ‘done "most 
to help children of New York City 
understand how democracy works,’ 


Whole affair was distinctly j o 
mal. And, apparently for i 
son, there was no way of holding it 
to schedule, so the part to be broad- 
cast ran about 10 minutes short of 
the exvected half-hour, with studio 
music filling in the unused time 
First Lady was already speaking 
when the session came on the air. 
Her remarks, which seemed to be 
extemporaneous, were an easily. 
grasped explanation to the young. 
sters of some of the aims, responsi- 
bilities and obligations of citizenship 
in a democracy. Intelligent and 
pertinent, without being preachy. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Seiferheld, Youth- 
builders’ secretary, then took over 
and introduced the four juve speak- 
ers who made the awards. In a 
faintly humorous but not patroniz- 
ing manner, and with pleasant voice 
and diction, Mrs. Seiferheld drew 
out the kids, yet kept them from 
stalling or becoming wound up. 
Moppets were undoubtedly reading 
their spiels, but the fact wasn’t ob- 
jectionable. Louis Cioffi made the 
radio award to ‘Cavalcade of Amer- 
ica,” Naomi Landy gave the book 
laurels to ‘Grapes of Wrath,’ Robert 
Odenbod handed the film nod to ‘Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington’ and Hat- 
tie Hill presented the magazine se- 
lection to Life. 


According to the dope, the selec- 
tions were the kids’ own, and in 
each case they gave their reasons 
for their choice. Actual production 
was shoddy, with irritating back- 
noises clearly audible 
through the spiels and obviously 
sketchy preparations for the pickup. 
But the program was an interesting 
and valuable slant on what the 
youngsters actually like in radio, in 
contrast to what psychologists and 
educators think might be good for 
them. Habe. 


ERSKINE BUTTERFIELD 

With the Katzenjammers 

Music 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 7:15 p.m. 

WOR, New York 

Erskine Butterfield is usually on 
alone with his tasteful and expert 
pianoing, but come Saturday he’s 
surrounded by WOR studio musl- 
cians on the loose for a hot jam seSe 
sion. At this particular catching the 
fare was well varied, alternatin 
Butterfield’s vocal, backed by h 
own keyboard work, with driving se- 
lections from the orchestra. 
However, the material used by the 
bunch sidetracked a real solid im- 
pression until the finale ‘I Got 
Rhythm’ flagged it onto a clear track. 
Its opening ‘Dixie Polka’ lacked real 
punch and enthusiasm. Butterfield’s 
vocals create a likeable reaction. 
Wood. 























day for a month in Hollywood. 
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‘By JANE. WEST 
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RADIO BOXOFFICE REPORTS 


e 
Baltimore 
(WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) 

Network Local National Total 
Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
May 11......---6. - %,765 5.484 2,318 15,587 
May $...cccceens . 8,040 5.228 2,016 15,284 
% change..... coos ON +4.8% +-10% +1.9% 


Local and national spot continuing to climb, helping total 
units to a gain despite another drop in network stuff. Biz 
better than same period last year, and prospects for coming 
weeks are promising. 

WFBR, testing with Chelsea Cigarets for Warwick & Legler, 
drew some additional announcements this week along with 
a rather unusual order to place spots carte blanche after any 
European war news breaking through the day or night. Sta- 
tion stayed on air all night Wed. and Thurs. (8-9) with con- 
siderable listening audience reported tuned in. 


a 
Chicago 
(WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 
Network Lecal National Total 


Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
. ewerrrrere 9,385 5,166 10,080 24,631 
May 4....-ccceens 9,835 5,220 10,109 24.714 
% change......e- ° —] % —0.2% 


—0.3% 
*No change. 
Little action continues in the Chicago radio picture, with 

business good and extremely little change in current sched- 

ules. Couple of announcements out, a couple of local 15- 

minute shots dropped, but otherwise the trend is steady. Big- 

gest headache last week was not business but the holes that 
were being kicked in the schedules by war flashes, especially 

{rue on the network owned and operated stations which were 

being ripped by war flashes out of New York headquarters, 

with the local stations accepting these news cut-ins as gra- 
ciously as possible. 





si ” = * 
Cincinnati 
(WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAI) 

Network Local National Total 
Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
DS eer « 4,485 8,149 5,995 18,629 
ee SO eer 4,605 7,986 5,731 18,322 
CHANGE... <0 —2.5% +2% +4.5% +1.7% 


Network dwindle last week was overcome by advances in 
Jocal and national spot accounts, giving a neat rise to total 
biz. 

‘WCPO annexed Fels Naptha for sponsorship of its long- 
running Train Time stanza, lately tagged for Coryell gaso- 
Jine. Program, Monday through Saturday, originates in the 
Union Terminal and has the station’s Paul Hodges interview- 
ing passers-through. Soap firm took the series for 52 weeks. 

WSAI added announcement orders for LeSourdsville Lake, 
nearby summer park; Dudley White and Harold Burton, U.S. 
senatorial candidates, and Mabley & Carew, department store, 

WKRC’s new accounts include Mabley & Carew depart- 
ment store on spots, and the Andrews Steel Co., Newport, 
Ky., as initial bankroller of a Friday night 30-minute Artists 
in Overalls series, with other local industrial concerns lined 
up for separate sponsorships. This station renewed Chrysler- 
Plymouth dealers of Greater Cincy and the Fifth-Third Union 
Trust Co. as co-sponsors of the Dawn Patrol morning 60- 
minute stint, daily except Sunday. 


Denver 
(KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 
Network Local National Tetal 
Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
Me Dhccwiveccees . 1,228 4,288 1,483 12,999 
eS ae 7,178 4,346 1,549 13,073 
Se ORONEO..6620cies +0.7% —1.3% —4.2% —0.4% 


KOA new business includes Union Pacific R. R.. through 
Caples Co., 15 mins., daily except Sun., 52 weeks; Flaks, Inc., 
through Radio Prod. & Rec. agency, 30 mins., once weekly, 
13 weeks; Gilbert Tire Co., through Raymond Keane agency, 
12 one-min. spots; International Harvester Co., through 
Aubrey, Moore & Wallace agency, 13 announcements; Sperry 
Flour, through Westco agency, three announcements, and 
King’s Luggage, through Robertson agency, announcements. 

KFEL new business: Hartz Mountain Products, through 
Geo. H. Hartman agency, 15 five-min. periods; Ranier Brew- 
ing Co., through Buchanan agency, three chain: breaks 
weekly; Ashton Motor Co., 10 announcements, and a similar 
sale to Good Housekeeping Stores, Miller Furs, Ray Jones, 
Northwestern Loan Co., J. T. Upton Rénovating Co., Silver 
Seal Products, My Esther Beauty Salon, and Metropolitan 
Pontiac. 


Des Moines 
(KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
May 11........... . 7,380 3.272 4.845 15,497 
ME Rs ve 7,265 3,139 4,935 15,339 
% change...... woe $15% 44.2% —1.5% +1% 


Recent new biz on Des Moines stations: 
KRNT—United Drug Co., through Spot Broadcasting, four 
quarter-hours; General Motors Acceptance Corp., through 
Campbell-Ewald, announcements; P & O Products Co., 
through Son deRegger & Brown, announcements. 
KSO—Pepsi-Cola, through Newell-Emmett, half-hour 
weekly; Brady Motors, through J. Stirling Getchell, news- 
casts; H. E, Sorenson Co. (Crosley distributor), through Bat- 
tenfield agency, daily newscasts; Western Union, through 
N. A. Winter agency; announcements; American Chemical Co., 
direct, 26 one-min, spots; Sterling Products, through Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert, 12 announcements daily. ‘ 
WHO—J. C. Penny, through Pedlar & Ryan, renewal of 2 : 
quarter-hour ‘Adopted Daughter’ discs; All-Year Club - 
Calif., through Lord & Thomas, 18 one-min. ET's; Genera 
Mills, through Knox-Reeves, 132 half-hour baseball weet 
casts, Mon, through Fri., and full game on Sat.: ye 
Serum Producers Ass’n, through Fairall & Co., nine 65-wor 
announcements; Prime Mfg. Co., through Hoffman & York. 
6 announcements; Gardner Nurseries, through Northwest 
Radio Adv., 10 five-min. periods; Farmers Mutual Hai] Insur- 





HOW UNITS ARE FIGURED 


Dollar volume is omitted from these reports. 
So, too, are the breakdowns of individual sta- 
tions. Grouped market figures-only are given, 

One minute of commercial time is figured 
as one unit. Thus a sponsored hour is 60 
units, a half hour 30 units, and so on. 

Chainbreaks, time signals, spot announce- 
ments in participation programs are counted 
as one unit each. 











ance Ass’‘n, through Fairall, 26 announcements; Roycraft Iowa 
Co. (Philco), direct, 23 65-word spots; Swift & Co., through 
Stack-Goble, 20 one-min. ET’s; International Harvester, 
through Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, 13 announcements; Calif. 
Packing Co. (Del Monte foods), through McCann-Erickson, 
34 announcements; Bathasweet Co., through H. M. Kieswetter, 
156 quarter-hours; H. R. Gross, four 10-min. political broad- 
casts; United Food Markets, through Wallace agency, four 
quarter-hours and 12 announcements. 


Detroit 


(CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC, WWJ, WXYZ) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
| | aa 8.310 12,172 4,652 25,134 
DOO. Bees hehe 8,743 11,718 4,669 25,130 
% change......... —4.7% +3.8% —0.4% +0.01% 


Biz virtually at standstill, wiih loss in network stuff being 
offset by slight gain in local category; result being almost a 
standoff in the total units column for two weeks under re- 
view. 

Flock of new biz at WJBK, mostly in the national spot 


“category. Dr. Lyons tooth powder is bankrolling Elliott 


Roosevelt’s waxed chatter thrice weekly for 15 minutes each. 
Number of national advertisers are carrying on spot cam- 
paign daily on WJBK’s pop-music program every afternoon; 
following sponsors provide total of 18 announcements on 1%- 
hour show: Dr. Lyons, Phillip’s Milk of Magnesia, Bayer’s 
Aspirin, Danderine, Glostora, Mulsified Shampoo, and Cali- 
fornia Syrup of Figs. Blackett-Sample-Hummert placed all 
accounts. ° 

Air Conditioning Institute has started sponsorship of Moun- 
tain Pete and His Gang (hillbillies) over WJBK, for 45 min- 
utes per week. Conn’s Clothes, Detroit, has increased its 
daily show over WJBK from 45 minutes to full hour, using 
both live talent and recorded music. 


Hartford 


(WDRC, WTHT, WTIC) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
BIN BE hate cossived 7,457 1,969 1,243 10,669 
WON Ee Niccesaiace 6.835 2,263 1,335 10,433 
% CMONKE 66ccicce +9.1% —12.9% —6.8% +2.2% 


Kansas City 


(KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
PAY, Dhapstacceens - 6,535 6,603 6,746 19,884 
DERE Bats Sens ciaese 6,445 6,606 6,570 | 19,621 
% change......... +1.3% —0.04% +2.6% +1.3% 


Nothing startling among any accounts during past week. 
Changes are practically negligible, but national spot biz made 
tiny gains at each station. Other departments maintained 
their standing as of last week almost to the point. On this 
basis, the looked-for summer lull is taking its time in show- 
ing up, but not figured to set in in earnest until June 1 or 
later. 


Los Angeles 


(KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, KMPC, KNX) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
pear 10,718 11,427 1,782 23,927 
OUR Be iapivns 11,541 11,212 1,814 24,567 
% change......... —1.1% 41.9% —1.7% —2.6% 


Decline in network units put L. A. again in the minus column 
on the week’s total. Local trade showed a slight pickup, but 
the differential in all departments was not unexpected due 
to what looks like an early summer. KNX sales chart showed 
several new accounts, viz: Alaska Pacific Salmon Co., 78 par- 
ticipations in the Fletcher Wiley Combination, through 
J. William Sheets; Day and Night Water Heater Co., 142 par- 
ticipations in the Wiley Combo, through Hixson-O’Donnell; 
Lengendorf Bakeries, 10 time signals, through Leon Liv- 
ingston; Studebaker, nine quarter-hour Richard Himber pro- 
grams, through Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham; Stein 
Clothiers, 36 five-minute newscasts, through Bach, Bernstein 
& Associates; California Spray Chemical, 21 daytime an- 
nouncements, through Long Adv. Service; Schalk Chemical, 
147 participations in Wiley Combo, through Erwin-Wasey; 
Beckman Furs, 13 five-minute newscasts, through Grace 
Glasser; A. H. Rude service station, 48 participations in Wiley 
Combo, through Continental. 


New York City 


(WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR, WQXR) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 

i 8 Za 1 Ue ee 750 9,008 15,832 25,590 

PAGS 5 inscsseeves 750 9,022 15,062 24,834 
% change .....s.0+ . —0.1% +5.1% +3% 





*No change. 

New York’s spot biz continues to soar, with network and 
local showing little change. 

Cushman’s Bakeries are now using 23 quarter-hours a 
week on WHN. ‘Early Bird,’ ‘Bob Bryon’s Hour’ and *House- 
wives’ Prom’ are six times weekly, and ‘Toby’s Corn Tassel 
News,’ five times. Campbell-Mithun placed. Other new biz 
on WHON: Policy Holders’ Advisory Corp, six quarter-hours 
weekly, 52 weeks; Gardner Nurseries, through Northwest 
Radio Advertising, six 5-min. talks. 

WNEW added Canadian Fur Trappers Corp., direct, with 


29 quarter-hours weekly, 13 weeks; East Coast Phonograph 
Distributors, 120 announcements. 

WQXR: Fels & Co., through Young & Rubicam, two quar- 
ter-hours weekly on Lisa Sergio’s ‘Column of the Air’; Cush- 
man’s Bakeries, through Samuel C. Croot, seven announce- 
ments weekly. 

WMCA: Krasne Bros., through Peck Adv., 12 one-min. 
ET’s weekly; Friday Magazine, through H. C. Morris, six 
5-min. newscasts; Cushman’s, through Samuel C. Croot, 16 
announcements weekly; Fort Hill Terrace (real estate), 
through Jorgenson advertising, 50-word announcements; 
Martin’s Furriers, 5-min. newscasts and 50-word announce- 
ments; Howard Radio Co., through Turner agency, announce- 
ments; Ferndale Farms, through J. Koplowitz agency, an- 
nouncements; National Schools, through Huber Hoge, par- 
ticipation in ‘World's Fairest Music’; Davega City Radio, 
through Moser & Cotins, 30 announcements weekly, 52 
weeks; Premo Labs (Cafotan), through Murray Breese, par- 
ticipation in ‘Rise and Whine’, 


Salt Lake City 


(KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 


Netwerk Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
2) re 6.577 2,907 1,345 10,829 
| rr 6,641 2,760 662 10,063 
% change ........ —0.9% +5.3% +103% +7.6% 


National spot climbed to record high, due mainly to KUTA’s 
play-by-play baseball for General Mills and Goodrich. 
KDYL’s national spot and local biz showed a gain for the 
fourih consecutive week, topping all of its previous figures 
in these categories since start of index. 

KSL added Mutual Citrus Products, through Charles S. 
Mayne Co., three 5-min. periods weekly; Dupler Fur Co., 
quarter-hour weekly, and announcements for W. H. Blintz 
Co, through R. T. Harris agency, Shulbach Jewelry Co., Utah 
Theatre and Lyman Motor Co. ‘ 

Fisher Baking Co. increased its schedule on KUTA and 
now uses two quarter-hours daily. Latest show is 15-min. 
‘Penny Jean Health Club’. Other KUTA new biz includes 
Armstrong Engberg Co., announcements; Dr. E. E. Keller, 
announcements; Northern Oil Co., announcements; Del-Ray 
Ice Cream Co., 5-min. newscasts; Jacobs Wood Cuts, 5-min. 
periods; M. & M. Nite Eatery, 52 one-min. spots; Dupler Fur 
Co., announcements. 


San Antonio 
(KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, WOAI) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
MOY TE oie ch He 5,778 7,468 2,434 15,680 
A Rishi yiaeasoace. ca 5.926 7,663 2,434 16,023 
% ChOnge ........ —2.3% —2.5% " —2.1% 





* No change. 

KABC added quarter-hour weekly ‘Musical Spotlight’ for 
Edwin Cramer Co.: Squirt Beverage Co., announcements; 
Buick Distributors, through Aniol & Auld, six 50-word spots 
daily; Star Finance Co., direct, 50-word announcements; 
Union Auto Parts Co., direct, 50-word announcements. 

WOAI’s new biz includes California Packing Co. (Del 
Monte Pineapple Juice), through McCann-Erickson, daily 
announcements Lone Star Brewing Co., through Conroy 
agency, 13-week renewal of four announcements per week; 
Black Cat Cafe, direct, 23 announcements; Catalina Island, 
through Neisser-Meyerhoff, 30 announcements; P. Lorillard 
(Friends Tobacco), through Lennen & Mitchell, 13-week re- 
newal of ‘Arthur Godfrey’ transcribed quarter-hours; Gulf 
Oil, through Young & Rubicam, ‘Jack Berch and His Gang’ 
discs, twice weekly. 


San Francisco 
(KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, KSFO) 


Network Local National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
je eee 8,490 3,176 1,791 13,457 
UO eres 8,440 3,384 1,914 13,738 
% GHANZE. 0.0%. +0.5% —6% —71.2% —2% 


Gardner Nurseries using four Frisco stations; eight weeks’ 
participation on the KPO and KGO ‘Musical Clock,’ daily 
except Sunday; five five-minute ET’s over KSFO, and 33 
five-minute discs on KFRC. Northwest Radio Adv. placed. 

KPO biz includes Look, Inc., through H. C. Morris & Co., 
renewed twice weekly ET’s; United Drug Co., through Street 
& Finney, sponsorship of ‘Rexall Magic Hour,’ a quarter-hour 


, ET; Hale Brothers, through Theo. H. Segall, renewed 13 an- 


nouncements; Lyon Van & Storage, through Charles H. 
Mayne, 208 announcements; Foreman & Clark (men’s cloth- 
ing), through Martin Allen, 48 weather reports; Mutual Citrus 
Products (powdered lemon juice), through Charles H. 
Mayne, 13 five-minute programs. 

Regal Amber Brewing Co., through M. E. Harlan, renewed 
‘Regal Amblings’ for 13 weeks over KGO. Program features 
Herb Caen, columnist. 

KSFO added Langendorf Bakeries, through Leon Liv- 


ingston, five announcements; and the Democratic State Cen- ~ 


tral Committee, for five-minute ET’s, 

KYA sales include Roos Bros., through Lord & Thomas, 
three weekly programs; Christian Business Men’s Committee; 
T. F. Ormond Co. (Dodge distributor), through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, announcements; Bargene Realty Co., placed direct, 
weekly quarter-hour; Lydia Pinkham, through Erwin-Wasey, 
transcribed announcements. 

KFRC contracts include Lydia E. Pinkham, through Erwin- 
Wasey, 182 one-minute ET's; Blue Ribbon Book Corp., 
through Northwest Radio, 18 five-minute discs; Langendorf 
Bakeries, through Leon Livingston, 18 35- and 100-word an- 
nouncements; California Macaroni, through Rufus Rhoades, 
26 100-word announcements on ‘Breakfast Club’; Swift & Co. 
(ice cream), through Stack-Goble agency, 10 one-minute ET’s; 
Calo Food Products, through Theodore H. Segall agency, re- 
newal of ‘Pet Exchange.’ Sunday quarter-hour show; Pen-Jel 
Corp. through David Mindlin agency, 30 participations in 
‘Morning Hostess.’ 


Seattle 


(KIRO, KOL, KRSC, KXA). 


Network Lecal National Total 

Week Ending Units Units Spot Units Units 
LT a aa ee 4.540 9,733 861 15,134 
j ON gue Se acre ae ee 4~o 9,492 721 14,743 
 CHONKE. 6066005 $6.20 12.5% +19.4% +2.7% 





RAI 


PTR Pe te 


LS GRR LSE EE BLE LOE LTE PR EERE 
o Sa as Ee rer a Maes 


Tell NE Hata RS 


OR ORNS Ure re 


a ea ae al 











PE NT ee V2 ORME Ree ee e. 


ce cts Sore erica. wm aneit tt: ew a 


eae ae 


SEES, 


>+7 


Te ar 


i 
i 
} 


a 
24 
3} 
i 
4 
% 

i 4 

1h 

4 Fa 








Par 


> 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 15, 1940 





Luckies’ Acceptance of Publisher 
Objections Raises Point If 
Hit Parade Is to Be ‘Endorsed 


CHANGES ITS MIND 
Publishers Protective Association 


will be asked at a special meeting | New Yorker Hotel Not to Shut Down 
this afternoon (Wednesday) to con- | Monday Nights 

sider the new data-collecting meth- | 
ods devised by Lucky Strike for its; New Yorker hotel, New York, has 
‘Hit Parade’ (CBS) and also to pass | changed its mind and will not close 
on the city company’s request that , down entirely on Monday nights, the 
the MPPA furnish it with a weekly | evening the Larry Clinton band was 
sheet music best-seller list based on | originally scheduled to have off. In- 
jobber distribution. The American’ stead the hotel continues the Sunday 
Tobacco Co. and the Lord & Thomas | night off policy for the main band 
agency, which handles the ‘Hit Pa-| and brings in a substitute for that 
rade, have been for weeks discuss- | evening. 

ing with Walter Douglas, MPPA! Past Sunday (12) and the coming 




















chairman, ways and means of im-| week (19) the replacement was and 
proving the survey upon which the, is Art Paulsen’s orchestra. 
Lucky listings are based so as to, 
avoid further complaint from the 
MASS. REP WOULD CLIP 
Publishers have periodically at- 
tacked Lucky’s numerical listing of , INFRINGEMENT DAMAGES 
hit tunes as unfair and unsound. Fol- | 
lowing Douglas’ approach, the Amer- 
dertook to re-examine the various | New effort to reduce the amount 
components of the survey, such as;of damages for infringements of 
network plugs, sheet sales, phono- | copyright on musical compositions 
graph record sales and requests; played by hotel orchestras and 
proposed revised system, which | by Rep. Charles R. Clason, Massa- 
American Tobacco considers furnish 
a better statistical sample, more 
weight would be given not only to 
operated record machines. 
It is expected that the MPPA di- 
rectors will inquire whether the fur- 
nishing of the weekly list of best 
sources, will put the association in 
the position of officially approving 
Lucky’s ratings. Also whether this 
form of cooperation will preclude 


music publishing industry. 

ican Tobacco Co. and the agency un- | Washington, May 14. 
made of band leaders. Under the similar groups was made last week 
sheet music, but to uses in coin- 

sellers, as compiled from wholesale 

the pudlishing industry from fur- 





chusetts Republican. Reduction from 
the present $250 statutory minimum 
to not more than $10 for each per- 
formance—‘unless greater damages 
are shown’—was proposed by the 
Bay State legislator. Clason intro- 
duced an amendment to the copy- 
right bill, covering hotel and restau- 
rant music where no entrance fee is 
charged. 

No action on revision of the copy- 
right act is anticipated this year be- 
cause of the short period remaining 
before the close of the current ses- 


ther criticism of the bases for the/| sion of Congress. 


It makes the first | 


} 
| 


Lucky listings. 


time that a network commercial and | 


representatives. of the music indus- 
try have undertaken to solve a mu- 
tual problem and the indications are 
that the Lucky Strike situation will 
be amicably smoothed out in short 
time, if not at today’s meeting. 





Kennywood’s Touring 


Bands Are Lined Up. 


Pittsburgh, May 14. 

A flock of name bands lined up for 
Kennywood Park here this summer, 
most of them pencilled in for two- 
week stretches. Exception is Mit- 
chell Ayres, who opens season Fri- 
day (17) and will stick for only eight 
days. Among other units already set 
for open-air dance 
county’s No. 1 amusement spot are 
those of Tiny Hill, Mal Hallet, Lou 
Breese, Jimmy Walsh, Ben Young 
and Johnny Long. 

In addition, number of other out- 
fits will come in for one-night stands. 
So far these include Glen Gray, Al 


Donahue, Ozzie Nelson and Jimmy | 


Dorsey. 


KAY KYSER’S SMACKO 


Fox, St. Louis, Grossed $43,000; 
50-50 Sharing Terms 











St. Louis, May 14. 
The one-week stand of Kay Kyser, 
at the 5,000-seater Fox, ending 
Thursday (9) broke all house records 
by grossing $43,041.65 from 127,177 
customers. Take topped the previ- 
ous high of approximately $37,000 


hung up during the one week en-' 


gagement of Al Pearce in April, 1938. 
Because of rush of biz Kyser did 
five shows on the last day and 
brought to 32 the number given dur- 
ing this run. 

At 9 p.m. Wednesday (8) when the 
new record was achieved Harry C. 
Arthur, v.p. and gen. mgr. of Fan- 
chon & Marco, stopped the show to 
present Kyser with a silver ‘Oscar’ 
mounted on a redwood base. A plate 
at the base was inscribed, ‘Box office 
supremacy awarded to Kay Kyser 
for his St. Louis engagement which 
shattered every attendance record in 
the history of the Fanchon & Marco 
Fox theatre, St. Louis, May 3 
through 9th, 1940.’ 

During the local stand Kyser, who | 
worked on a 50-50 basis of the gross, | 
sandwiched in his weekly Lucky | 
Strike broadcast at the Municipal 
Auditorium. A_ police motorcycle | 
squad escorted him from and back 
to the theatre. After leaving here! 
Kyser played one night engagements | 
in Peoria and Chicago and reached | 
Los Angeles today (Tuesday). | 


pavilion at | 





Strand theatre, New York, setting 
| aside a block of 300-500 seats Sunday 
jmorning (19) for Sammy Kaye’s 
| Swing and Sway Club members. 
Kaye opens at the house Friday (17). 


| 
' 


4 The record is as follows: 





Bands’ Big B. O. 


Continued from page 1 


have kept stages alight. The accom- 
panying figures are the exact grosses 
of both theatres. Only the topflight 
drawing band-and-film grosses are 
broken down; anything $50,000 or 
above at the Par, and grosses at 
$40,000 and over for the Strand. 

It’s significant that the Broadway 
Par, in December, 1935, grossed a 
meagre $10,000 on ‘Coronado,’ under 
its then stage-less policy. With 
'‘Bride Comes Home’ and Glen Gray 
and the Casa Loma orchestra in- 
augurating the new bandshow policy 


the following week, the gross shot 
up to $55,000, a healthy profit. 

| The Warner Bros. Strand likewise, 
' with many a gross under $10,000, 
with straight films, spotted Ben 
Bernie as the debut band with ‘Boy 














Meets Girl’ in August, 1938, and 
business started improving § im- 
mediately. 


Due to the differences in house 
capacities, plus the fact that the 
Paramount has a larger inner lobby 
and can better handle overflow 
crowds, standees, waitees, et al., the 
Par’s breakdown of top. grossers 
commences at $50,000. The Strand 
is comparatively as big when enum- 
erating the top bandfilm shows start- 
ing from the $40,000 bracket, and 
upwards. 

In its four and half years’ opera- 
tion with pit-band shows, the Par 
has had a total of 46 weeks where 
the gross was between $40,000 and 
$50,000, making a grand total of 73 
for this house when the receipts have 
exceeded the $40,000 mark. 

In many cases the $40,000 has been 
hit or topped on second weeks, in 
some instances third stanzas, while 
on other occasions somewhere be- 
tween $40,000 and $50,000 have been 
struck on initial seven days of at- 
tractions. 


Par, Toledo, May Go Bandshows 


The Paramount, Toledo, is mulling 
the idea of a stage band policy, but 
whether or not it will be instituted 
as a regular diet this summer or 
early in the fall is problematical. 

House, operated by John Balaban 
from Chicago, has been using stage 
shows now and then. 




















On Screen On Stage Date Gross 
‘Bride Comes Home’....... o = Celt GROG oon cee ce cs Dec., 1935..... $55,000 
, Pree .eeee Little Jack Little. .... April, 1936..... 51,000 
‘Big Broadcast of 1937’..... oo ClyYEGEG TNCES. 2... 00080 Oct. 1936..... 55,900 
‘College Holiday’........ ey. re Dec., 1936..... 54,800 
‘The Plainsman’..... errs oe Jan.,  1937..... 59,000 
"DAGIG OF SRIOUY oiii6 6 50050008 ..Benny Goodman..... March, 1937..... 56,000 
‘Waikiki Wedding’......... o OG DUCKING: . 05004 March, 1937..... 57,000 
‘Swing High, Swing Low’.... Louis Armstrong.....April, 1937..... 56,000 
gl) BR 2 ess Emery Deutsch...... July, 1937..... 54,000 
‘Artists and Models’...... PPP ye Aug, 1937..... 54,000 
‘Double or Nothing’....... Pi pt a Nov., 1937..... 61,000 
TESTES TILE vcsecdeerocececee .. Bunny Berigan...... Nov., 1937..... 50,900 
WOES POLO 66c ecco ses v0 os BLO WEENIE. 6. caas. Dec., 1937....- 69,100 
‘Every Day’s a Holiday’..... . Benny Goodman..... Jan. 1938..... 55,800 
‘The Buccaneer’............ . Clyde McCoy........ Feb., 1938..... 60,900 
| ‘Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife’.... Guy Lombardo...... March, 1938..... 55,600 
| ‘Spawn of the North’......... Eddy Duchin........ Sept. 1938..... 50,600 | 
} & 
TEE WWE ORO WINE v0.65 <5.0's0 <eise's Tommy Dorsey...... Oct., 1938 mn Progen 
TPAMCTRIGEIEG: «0% bs, calbicicie oisiactees Tommy Dorsey...... April, 1939..... 50,500 
on 
‘Honeymoon in Bali’......... Glenn Miller......... Sept., 1939 : 
MOC ON CONAEY oo esc coved FOR Bavitt. .ciecccses Nov., 1939. - 51,000 
‘Gulliver’s Travels’....... joy RE COR a 8k 5s elees wean... OGD 60 452,000 
‘Seventeen’........0- Bree. Glenn Miller......... Feb., 1940..... 53,700 
‘Road to Singapore’....... eos 2ommyY Dorsey ..... March, 1940..... 54,500 
‘Buck Benny Rides Again’....Gene Krupa......... April, 1940..... 57,000 
| 
| STRAND 
| On Screen On Stage Date Gross 
| 
i er Horace Heidt........ Oct. 1938..... $47,000 | 
* 
| ‘Angels Dirty Faces’.......... Ted Lewis........... Nov, 1988) °° saras 
| NOT TRE oo iin sccsceence Al Donahue......... Nov., 1938..... 40,000 
* 
| ‘Dawn Patrol’.............. . Abe Lyman......... Dee, 008)‘ 
| ‘Wings of the Navy’.......... Artie Shaw.......... Feb., 1939..... 41,900 | 
| ‘My Darling Daughter’....... Kay Kyser.......... March, 1939..... 41,300 | 
Bee ol cee 8 | are Will Osborne........ March, 1939..... 40,500 | 
IE os agscvsseeees Guy Lombardo...... April, 1939..... 51,000 | 
‘Confessions Nazi Spy’..... oe RVGG Waring: ......0. MAY,” LBO0 ss 6s 41,700 | 
“JUATEZ’. ccc sccccsccsscces . Pancho Band........ June, 1939..... 43,900 | 
‘Daughters Courageous’...... Sammy Kaye........ dmy, 1980..... 49,300 © 
‘FRG CRW T ENG . . oc00asaes: Eddy Duchin........ July, 1939..... 53,700 | 
' . *52,800 | 
“THE Old BABIG 5... 06%. paleo ¢ PEOEROO EEOIOL. si usaas Aug., 1939} 
| ‘The old Maid’ (4th wk.)......Ozzie Nelson......... Aug., 1939..... 41,000 | 
‘Dust Be My Destiny’.........Ted Lewis........... Ot, Wess. 43,900 } 
© 
| ‘Roaring Twenties’...........Bob Crosby....... --- Nov., 1939 ‘ rey ted 
‘Four Wives’ Abe L Dec, 1080)°°° woven 
our ives eee eeeverroeeee oe yman ceeeee eeee ec., l ner +41,000 j 
f... *57,300 
PP UBT COU 66.6. 6:6 0104:606% ... Paul Whitemar...... Jan., 1940}... 748,000 | 
. £41,000 
TE NOUN 6 6 kA ceasescons .».-lrommy Tucker...... Pep: 1680... 3. 43,200 
OWAr Bre CHF 65s 0005 600: _. George Olsen....,....March, 1940..... 42,600 


* First week. + Second week. {¢ Third week. 
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COLLEGE RHYTHM 


The seventh of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes ag re. 
gards dance music and dance bands. 

The writers, staf’ members of publications at their respective schools 
have been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body as a 
whole rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has Variety given fur. 
ther instructions as to what was to be said or how. These articles appear as 
the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions being 
their own. : 

Variety publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a cross. 
section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands, with 
the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the 
college group has to say about dance music is deemed important in the 
trade. This is a continuation of a series originated by Varrety in 1935. 


U.S.C. : 


By Lee Goodman, ’40 
(U. of So, California ‘Wampus’) 
Los Angeles, May 14 

Being situated next door to Hollywood, the University of Southern Cali. 
fornia is frequently governed, whether it likes it or not, by the movie in. 
dustry’s strange and wonderful traditions. One of these traditions, as 
every would-be actor knows, is that to break into the movies one has to 
be discovered in Podunk or Brooklyn or some such place—anywhere but 
Hollywood. Inasmuch as musicians have as little against picking up an 
extra bob or two in the flickers as the next guy, it would seem logical to 
suppose that most of the first class orchestras are avoiding this region in 
the hope of being ‘discovered’. 

In any event, U. S. C. students don’t feel too happy about the sort of 
bands now appearing in these parts. Occasionally a right organization 
does come along—Benny Goodman is at the Cocoanut Grove now, after a 
hectic session of that Kentucky kernel, Guy Lombardo—but usually we 
have to suffer along with such turkeys as Jan Garber, George Hamilton, 
Chuck Foster and, of all people, Phil Harris, who is on the Jello but not 
the mellow side. Harris, by the way, has with philosophic resignation to 
the facts taken to referring to himself as ‘Corny Joe,’ and he ain't lying. 
Anyone who thinks his efforts on the Jack Benny program are tired should 
listen to him at the Wilshire Bowl. Current theory has it that he plays 
all his numbers backwards, 

Skinnay Ennis got quite a hand when he played at an assembly not so 
long ago, but one is inclined to suspect that his popularity was based more 
on relief at. not hearing a harangue from some member of the faculty 
than on Skinnay’s own intrinsic merits. About the only thing his band 
has to recommend it is a vocalist named Carmine, who somehow contrives 
to do a strip-tease without taking off her clothes. Bob Crosby in his only 
appearance on campus made a big impression. Immediately thereafter, 
however, he departed for the east and hasn't been in God’s country since. 
What connection there is between his visit to U. S. C. and decision to stay 
away from Southern California is not known. 


Nostalgia is OK, But— 


Currently appearing at the Beverly-Wilshire is Gus Arnheim, who 
arouses conflicting memories. While many Trojans look back with nos- 
talgia on his appearance at the Grove with Bing Crosby, the Rhythm Boys, 
Donald Novis, Harry Barris, Loyce Whiteman, et al, they also remember 
with disgust the time he showed up at an S. C. Junior Prom with a No. 12 
road comrany of eggs who sounded like they were trying to sabotage the 
musicians’ union, and the result is that since his arrival the Bev is a 
quieter place than the library for doing one’s homework. 

By comparison with such bands as most of the above, the occasional 
good orchestras that do show up sound terrific. Ray Noble, for instance, 
raised quite a stir, as did Horace Heidt and Kay Kyser. Much of their 
popularity, it is true, was probably based on the type of music they play, 
for S.C. students are agreed to a man that jitterbug jazz is more to be 
censured than pitied. Perhaps the heat is responsible for this: on a’ hot 
night when you adjourn to the garden to sit one out after you’ve danced 
a bunch of fast ones, you really sit it out. But even the juke boxes in 
the various campus eating places, as well as the selection of discs to be 
found in the sorority and fraternity houses, indicates that Trojohns and 
Trojanes like “sweet swing,” if that means anything—not too fast, not 
too loud, and if possible, approximately the original tune. 

A survey of the records most often played shows Glen Miller, Tommy 
Dorsey and Glen Gray to be the favorites, in about that order. Of the 
vocalists, Bing Crosby is by all odds the favorite. Connie Boswell is always 
good for a 5c investment, and Dick Todd sometimes cracks through. 
Bonnie Baker, or rather ‘Oh, Johnny!’ hung on for a surprisingly long 
time, but everyone seems to have recovered by now, and Orrin Tucker 
attracts about as much attention as would a Democratic rally in Vermont. 

Swing Not Totally Forgotten 


Swing, to be sure, is not completely forgotten, though the occasional hot 
discs that find popularity seem to be regarded more as curiosities than 
anything else, and when a Prom band starts to get in the groove the 
dancers get on the move. In these weaker moments Charlie Barnett, Jan 
Savitt and even Count Basie attract approving attention. 

The radio has little effect on S.C. student opinion in regard to bands. 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians sound good, though that college alma mater 
writing gag leaves most S.C. students puzzled. John Scott Trotter’s efforts 
on the Crosby show are generally pleasing, and an attempt was made to 
get him for the last Junior Prom. The price he asked, however, led to 
the conclusion that he had confused his merit with his weight, and so 
instead the Prom committee got Alvino Ray, whoever he is, and a carload 
-of orchids. Most couples arrived at the dance, picked up their orchid, 
listened to the band for a moment, and then went out and got quietly lit. 
Horace Heidt suffers from his appearance on that Pot of Gold business, 
most students feel, and many agree that humanity would be a lot better 
off if Heidt would take his male vocalist out and drown him. 

Though they are quick to criticise, however, Trojans are also quick to 
support a good organization, and if G. Miller, T. Dorsey, or G. Gray will 
please come back, all will be given. 


(Next Week: Pitt) 


Jack Hess With MCA 


Chicago, May 14. 
Publishers availability committee | “nn mm, See ene 
of the American Society of Com- chief of RKO theatre circuit, has 
posers, Authors and -Publishers joined Music Corp. of America as 
listened Monday (13) to the rating press department head for midwest 











PROTESTS HEARD 


ASCAP Board Considers Complaints | 
of Bregman, Ager Firms 














. +47,800 | protests of Bregman, Vocco & Conn! uut of the Chicago office 
- $45,900 |and Ager, Yellen & Bornstein. The | Replaces Bill eg 
| 


availability standings of both firms 
a pes subjected to huge reduc: | OQ’ 
ions during the past year. ; 9, 6 " 

The committee has undertaken to | National Tea . Cartune 
analyze all publishers’ catalogs with | Chicago, May 14. 
a view to making drastic changes,| Schwimmer & Scott agency here 
if necessary. Weekly meetings are hz; corraled the National Tea ac- 
being held so that ample time can count, with Gordon St. Claire in as 
be applied to the task. | account exec, 

| Agency starts a new quiz program 

Nelson Maples outfit into Hotel, on WGN for the account. New show 
Henry, Pittsburgh, for indefinite) will be known as ‘Cartune-O’ avd 
stay, succeeding Billy Merle band. | replaces ‘Musico.’ 
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NO SENSE FOR $ 


On page one, this issue, it is clearly indicated that the vogue 
of name dance bands has been vaudeville’s life-saver. On this 
page, however, the chronicle of the Warner Bros. vs. Music 
Corp. of America dispute tends to indicate that vaude is living 
only on borrowed time. 


. 


The practice of an agency playing both ends against the mid- Joseph Bernhard Furious 
Orrin Tucker-Bonnie 
Go Into Para- 
| mount After Long Dicker-. 


dle in order to raise salaries is an old one—also ruinous in the 


long run to both the theatres, talent and the agency. No ven-| 


ture can survive excessive costs and there’s no better evidence 
to substantiate this than the Palace, on Broadway, now in 
double features. 


Whose version in the WB-MCA fracas is correct does not 
matter so much as the indication that MCA is wrong either 
“way. de abl A soap 
deliver to Orrin Tucker, per alleged promises, ‘All This and 


MCA virtually condemns the band’s b.o. potency. Any stage 
attraction getting Orrin Tucker’s salary should be able to hypo 
a theatre’s gross even if only getting a newsreel as celluloid 


of the year. 


If, on the other hand, WB’s claim is true that MCA drew the 
Paramount into competitive bidding, then MCA is clearly guilty 
of being penny-wise and pound foolish by undermining theatres’ 
ability to continue their stage show policies. Theatres normally 
pay bands double and treble the salaries they get in hotels and 
cafes. Holding them up for even more by artificially stimulat- 
ing competitive bidding means crippling the golden goose. be- 
fore the final execution. 


The story of the WB-MCA dispute can best be eleaned from 
the figures. WB claims, and MCA admits, that the offer for 
Tucker with Bonnie Baker at the Strand called for a four-week 
run at a total $35,000 salary (not $45,000 as at first contended). 
This is broken down to $8,750 weekly. Paramount finally got 
the combination for a three-week run at $30,000, or $10,000 a 
week. It’s also significant that the Paramount claims it has 
made no promises to MCA as to what picture will play the 
house those weeks. 


One solution for theatres on the high salary problem with 
bands is to play them on percentage. It’s actually the only way 
that bands and acts in the very high brackets can prove their 
worth, 


It certainly is out of line fora stage presentation to demand 
a very high salary on one hand, and on the other admit that it’s 
really the picture that counts at the b.o. 








me ae ae 
| 
ot 
| 
ISSUE BEI Raymond Scott’s new band will be 
'ready to pick up its first one-night 
Schenectady, N. Y., May 14. However, prospective dates in middle 
Endorsement of the action of exec- | West cued him to form an entirely 
: _|new group. ; 
ae Egat ig Sint ge cee | Its personne] is not definite yet. 
formulating an agreement with the | ars 
Band Teachers’ Association of the 
State regulating activities of high 
school tooters in competition with | 
union men, was voted at the annual 
convention held in Schenectady 
Saturday and Sunday. 
ethics’ also outlines what is to be | the Ted Lewis band, after more than 
considered competitive and non- | cisht years of free lancing by Lewis 
competitive work. ‘under Milton Pickman. During the 
ie eT ts ees te or ee Ce a Geis wee ae 
: . gule -- | few bands whose Zs W se 
strict the activities of high school direct. Pickman handling theatre, 


bands and_ orchestras. However | one-nighter, etc., deals himself. Prior 
they could not push the bills through | to that the outfit was sold by which 





' Originally Scott was to use the CBS 


}eastern territory, which wouldn't 
| take the men too far from CBS. 





been 
Morris 


Negotiations have almost 
completed for the William 


due to opposition by boards of edu- | ever office came up with the best of- | 


cation, school bands, etc. Problem | fers, 
has become acute, both in New York; Parting was an 
City and upstate, with decrease in| Pickman also handles Larry 
regular employment for card-holding currently at the New Yorker Hotel. 
instrumentalists and the marked in- N. Y., and Shep Fields. 
crease in number of school bands. | 
Leo Cluesman, assistant to Joseph | . 
Weber, president of AFM, was prin.| Bob Weems Roaming 
cipal speaker at convention. Ralph| Bob Weems has become a roaming 
- Eycleshimer, head of Troy Loca! ;epresentative for the General 
13, was elected Conference presiden | Amus. Corp. He's now drumming 
for third consecutive term. ‘up accounts around the Cincinnati 
iterritory. After a while the com- 


amicable one. 








Dancery’s 30G Fire Damage 
Rochefter, N. Y., May 14. | city. : ‘ 
Danceland at Sea Breeze Park | Weems was formerly in GAC's 
urned last week with loss set at | home office in a supervising Ca- 
000, | pacity. 


If, as MCA contends, WB’s New York Strand failed to 


istands the beginning of next month. | 


| studio men which make up his full- | 
| size radio band and play only in the | 


Ted Lewis to Morris Agcy. 


The ‘code of | Agency to take over management of | 


Clinton, | 


‘pany will establish a branch in that | 


| 


WARNERS’ BURNUP AT MICA 








‘LATTER DENIES ‘Todd Sizes Up NY. Expo 2-Bit Parade 


——DQUBLEGRISS As Unreformed, Unslowed l Jitterbugs 


' 
| eieeee = 


| as 


| Baker 


| ing for Strand, New York 


| 
| 





PEEVE MAY HURT 





| America 


gel ; |Other attractions would be booked 
companion, much less one of WB's strongest marquee pictures! by WB for its houses anywhere. 
| Bernhard’s notice was the result of 


| what the circuit considers a ‘double- 


cross’ by MCA on the booking of 


{Orrin Tucker’s orch ‘with Bonnie 
| Baker away from the Strand into 
;the opposition Paramount,’ New 


| York, and a similar procedure in 
; the spotting of Horace Heidi's band 
|into Loew’s State, alsq opposish to 


| WB's Broadway band-show house. 


| Warners brands as false the re- | 


port that the Tucker-Baker deal] fell 
ithrough because the band couldn't 
|get ‘All This and Heaven Too,’ 
| Starring Bette Davis and Charles 
| Boyer, as a four-week screen com- 
'panion. Circuit admits that it first 
| promised this film to Tucker’s orch, 
i but claims that it was sold to the 
|Musiec Hall when MCA didn’t make 
‘up its mind on the booking in time. 
| Then, according to WB, negotia- 
tions were opened for Tucker to 
play the house for four weeks, at 
a total salary of $35,000 (not $45,000 
‘as first reported) with ‘Brother 
Orchid,’ starring Edward G. Robin- 
son. This film, according to WB, met 
|with the approval of Ted Nichols, 
| Tucker’s personal manager, but then 
lit was a question of starting date. 


MCA held out for June 28, because | 


| of Tucker’s commitment with 


|of-town until then, while WB asked 
ifor a June 21 opening. 

| 

Had Already Closed Deal 


| MCA was to have advised WB's 
booker, Harry Mayer, Saturday aft- 


e ° ernoon (4) about the date, all other 
His Road Intentions factors having  assertedly been 


cleared up. Instead, WB charges, 
MCA was carrying on negotiations 
with the Paramount and, though still 
jockeying the Strand Saturday morn- 
ing, had already closed a deal with 
ithe opposition house. Par deal for 
Tucker-Baker calls for $30,000 for 
three weeks plus the cost for stand- 
bys. This is quite a bit more than 
WB's offer of $35,000 for four 
weeks, which gives WB the impres- 
sion that MCA played both ends 
against the middle in order to boost 
the price. 

Then, according to WB, MCA 
called Mayer Saturday afternoon 
and, instead of having left the way 
‘open for further negotiations on the 
starting date, advised him that the 
band had been sold to the Para- 
mount. 

WB also charges MCA with play- 
ing both ends on the Horace Heidt 
unit, with Loew's Staie eventually 
getting the band for two weeks, 
starting June 13, for $21,000. Strand 
| offered Heidt three weeks, the first 
| two to be played at $10,000 each and 
the third at $9,000, but claims MCA 
asked for $11,000 for the first week 
and stalled for nearly a month until 
' it could get competitive bidding. 


An Echo of Past 


WB's door-shutting on MCA bands | 


and acts recalls the old Keith and 
‘Loew vaude booking days, when 
‘franchised agents were frequently 
!barred from both offices for varied 
periods of time, usually because they 
sold acts away to opposition houses, 
or tried to hold up the booking of- 
fices for high salaries for their acts. 

According to some reports of 


‘ger name bands, most of which are 
,controlled by MCA, by importing 
; the top names on the WB studio 


Lucky Strike to broadcast from out- | 


FEWER THAN EXPECTED 





i 
| 


With 25c admission at all times. 
the Dancing Campus at the New 


But Glenn Miller’s 3,800 Hoofers York World’s Fair is giving away 8 


Profitable to Promoters 





Buffalo, May 14. 


solid quarter’s worth to jitterbugs 


| who crave kicking up their heels to 


name bands. And jitterbugs is the 


Glenn Miller drew 3,800 shufflers | correct word, the operator of the 


into 174th Armory Friday (10), below | Campus (Mike Todd) having quickly 


expectations. 


| 99c pre-sale and $1.15 at door. 


No reason was apparent for turn- 
Wayne King is playing 
; Joseph Bernhard, general man- Shea’s Buffalo, and Count Basie had | 
Heaven Too,’ starring Bette Davis and Charles Boyer, then ager of Warner Bros. theatres, last @ Sunday date (12) at Broadway 
week notified the Music Corp. of | Aud, but their followers generally 

in a heated letter that aren't Miller's. 
| henceforth no MCA bands, acts or | © 


stile dip. 





LOTS OF BANDS: 


~-HAVINGN.Y. 


! 


PREMIERES 





| 


_consider swing supreme. 


| sult Todd, through Eddie Sherman, 


| driving rain. 


| An unusual flock of band openings | in the rain. 


Enabled Bachelor’s| determined over Saturday and Sun- 


| Club, local sponsors, to turn in a’ day (11-12) that his particular pa- 
small profit, though. Ducats went at 


trons and prospective patrons still 
As @ re- 
who books the bands, 


and Music 


_Corp. of America, are getting to- 


_ gether to eliminate, if possible, the 
| Sweet bands that had been contract- 
ed to play either weekends. when 
| stronger name groups are on tap, or 
| through the week. 

| Sweet band theory is based on the 
showing of Clyde Lucas, whose out- 
| fit is scheduled for two weeks. Busi- 
‘ness was off Sunday night (12) with 
; Lucas on tap, while it was just the 
| opposite Saturday and Sunday after- 
/noons with Van Alexander and Bob 
_Chester. Johnny Green’s group was 
_in for Saturday evening, but his time 
was almost completely ruined by » 
Nevertheless he drew 
a healthy crowd onto the outdoor 
dancefloor, many of whom danced 
Green’s violin section 


‘confront weary music publishers and | #24 his own work at the piano was 


other usual attendees at such affairs. 
| Unveilings of Will Osborne and Van 
| Alexander last night (Tuesday) at 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
‘and the Club Evergreen, Bloomfield, 
'N. J., respectively, will be followed 
by Bob Chester at the Essex House, 
| New York; Dick Stabile at the Chat- 


| 


| 
| terbox, Newark, N. J.; and Bobby 


| Byrne, at Glen Island Casino, New 


| Rochelle, N. Y., tonight 
| day). Tomorrow 


(Wednes- 


|at the Waldorf,hotel, N. Y. (Wednes- 
day evening will be made a bit easier 
by the fact Chester's ‘official open- 
ing’ at the Essex House has been de- 
ferred until next Tuesday (21), while 
the press, etc., gets in its innings 
Friday (17).) 

| Past week wasn’t a cinch, either, 
calling for four teeoff attendances, 
each as widely spaced geographically 
as those this week. Ray Herbeck 
started May 6 at the Log Cabin, Ar- 
monk, N. Y.; Red Nichols had his 
turn next night (7) at the Famous 
Door, N. Y.; Del Courtney's group 
opened the refurbished roof top Co- 
coanut Grove at the Park Central 
hotel, N. Y. Wednesday (8) and 
Zinn Arthur replaced Mitchell Ayres 
at the St. George hotel, Brooklyn, 
the next evening. 

Courtney’s Park Central bow was 
ruined by the explosion of gas and 
water mains in the street outside of 
the hotel. Though the Grove is 32 
stories above street level, the escap- 
ing gas seeped into the place, making 
it dangerous because of the fumes. 
An explosion was feared, and many 
first-nighters trekked the stairways 
all the way to the street when ele- 


vators couldn't accommodate § all 
| speedily enough, 

roster. Priscilla Lane and James 
Cagney are being talked about as 
probabilities for personals at the 
Broadway house. 

While MCA on one hand denies 
| that Bernhard’s letter. other than 


being a scorcher, bars its bands and 
acts from WB houses, one spokes- 
man in the office states that MCA 
can get by, between the Paramount 


(Thursday) night | 


Xavier Cugat replaces Orrin Tucker | dancefloor some 50 feet wide and be- 


put out of commission by the wet 
weather, D’Avera rhumba group was 
on Sunday, too. between the exit 
of Bob Chester and the start of 
Clyde Lucas. There were a good 
150-200 dancers in the arena, hold- 
overs from Chester’s draw, but com- 
paratively few tried hopping to the 
latin rhythms. 
Nice Spot 

Campus is on the site of last year’s 

Merrie England, the courtyard of the 


‘almost cireular string of buildings 


having been covered with a raised 


| tween 150-200 feet long. Concession 


| 
| 


has a boardwalk promenade fronting 
on Liberty Lake, an ideal spot for 
‘sitting one out.’ Some of the build- 
ings surrounding the courtyard 
house restaurants, one end of the en- 
closure being an eatery with outdoor 
dining tables on a level with the 
dancefloor, where hungry hoppers or 


| lookers-on can watch the antics on 


the floor. 

Bandstand is situated along one 
side of the terp surface, almost di- 
rectly opposite the concession’s main 


|}entrance—an additional comeon as 


the band on tap can be watched and 
heard at work. Result is heavy 
crowds form outside the spot’s main 


' entrance, which of course halts other 
| passersby to glom what's going on, 


and State, without Warners in New , 


York. The 


aBency declaims any 
, ‘doublecrossing,’ 


stating that the 
‘Paramount deal was in negotiation 
‘for even a longer period than the 
dickering with the Strand on Tuck- 
er-Baker. So far as the Horace 
Heidt deal is concerned, MCA claims 
‘it was merely a matter of another 
| theatre offering more coin. 


Nice cycle of natural ballyhoo under 
which the barker outside gets little 
attention. 

Spot gets more advertising via the 
sustaining broadcast wires supplied 
afternoon and night outfits approxi- 
mately eight times weekly. 


BEN POLLACK BONDED 
IN DIVORCE ACTION 


Chicago, May 14. 

Ben Pollack, orchestra leader, 
closed stay in the College Inn of 
Sherman hotel here on Thursday (9) 
and left town with his orchestra for 
midwest dates, but left behind a 
bond of $5,000 in Superior Court as 
guarantee of his return to town for 
hearing in new divorce action filed 
against him by Doris Robbins Pol- 
lack. 

Doris Robbins filed suit for divoyce 
against Pollack in 1936, but later dis- 
missed it. 











Palumbo’s Name Policy 
Philadelphia, May 14. 
Frank’ Palumbo will inaugurate a 
policy of name bands at his Renault 
cafe in Atlantic City this summer. 


| One angle that may have prompted | He will open the spot on June 29 


‘Strand is the deal for a 
\that’s now near closing for the 
, combo. 


@ 


' 


tentative plans, WB intends to make | MCA to sign Tucker-Baker with the | with Don Bestor. ; 
up for any failure in getting the big- Paramount theatre instead of the in so far are Little Jack Little, Sonny 
Par picture | James and Blue Barron. 


; 


Others pencilled 


Consolidated Radio Artists 
book the spot. 


wil} 
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The Ace Is TO PS 


. . . In Any Hand! 
There’s plenty of reason to call | ~ 
for drum rolls! 

Th 


* 














Drummin’ Man 





GENE KRUPA . . . AMERICA’S NUM- 
BER ONE REPEATING BAND AT 
THE BOX-OFFICE ! 





THEATRES ... One of the Ace 
srossers for De Luxe 
houses... Currently at the 
New York Paramount... Lee 
Never less than $50,000 j j > “* meta 
his first week ... Re- e ms 

booked at the Paramount 
three times within eighteen 
months—broke all opening 
days records with 12,800 
people before noon. Gross- a % i 
ing $59,000 the first week, : jillia 
$47,000 second week, AND , , : 
HELD OVER FOR A THIRD AND 
FOURTH WEEK. 





LOCATIONS ... The Ace Drummin’ Man 
repeats at the Meadowbrook, New Jersey, 
starting June 4—three months after his : 
initial engagement. One record after an- ao 
other. . . Twice at the Sherman Hotell a) | “a 
Chicago; and then to turnaway biz at the 
Fiesta Danceteria, N. Y., for its heaviest 
grosses. | 





ONE NITERS... From Coast to Coast... 
STILL ACES. 


PICTURES . . . Starred in Paramount’s 
“Some Like lt Hot.’’ 


RECORDINGS ... 
THE WOODPECK- 
rue woonrrck (Tene 
IT, DRUMMIN’ 


MAN, SIERRA SUE, 
MANHATTAN TRANSFER, TUXEDO 


JUNCTION, LOVERS LULLABY, ETC. 


_. ACE. NICKEL-GRABBERS. AND HIS ORCHESTRA 











ARTHUR T. MICHAUD, 730 Fifth Ave., New York 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending May 11, 1940) 





Woodpecker Song Coe Cee rcccvecccccccecccecccccececss ROUDING 


Playmates ...-. 
Singing Hills eee eee er eer eeeeenes 


With the Wind and the Rain in Your ’ Hais. . 


eeeeeeeeeet eevee ... Santly 
eocccccccces cantly 
00000 66 0c remount 


*when You Wish Upon a Star (‘Pinocchio’)......, ... Berlin 


*angel in Disguise (‘It All Came True’),,............ Witmark 
*Alice Biue Gown (‘Irene’)........... hieseneeesyo ss ene 
*Say It (Buck Benny Rides Again’).................. Famous 
In an Old Dutch Garden...........ccceseccccceccees Harms 
*Little Curly Hair in High Chair (‘40 Little Mothers’). Feist 
Let There Be LOvVE€......ssseeeeescsecee bbeadee -.++. Shapiro 
Imagination Lee eee bie oo% sb Obs .¢0ls 066-6600 wreveerrres 
Leanin’ on the Ole Top Rail........... hissneekes eon meee 
Shake Down the Stars......ssssssecseeseeeeeeeeeeees BVC 

A Lover's Lullaby.....++.++e005- pecereeeeuesicen ce Ss on wel 
*Filmusical. 





Letter-Writing Tiff 





mee ne enh 


Over Mexico 





Between Ralph Peer, John G. Paine 





Decision of the American Society | 
Authors and Pub-| 
lisher to defer entering into an af- | 


of Composers, 


filiation with the Mexican perform- 
ing rights society until further study 


had been made of the latter’s intra-— 


organizational setup has resulted in 


an exchange of personalities between ' 


John G. Paine, ASCAP general 
manager, and Ralph Peer, who has 
been working in the Mexican group's 
behalf. The flare-up has so far been 
confined to letter writing. 

Peer, who owns the Southern 
Music Co., but has for some time 
concerned himself with Latin Ameri- 
can music interests, reproved Paine 


for making certain recommendations ' 


about the Mexican society. Paine 
denied that he had stated the Mexi- 
can society was dominated by pri- 
vate local interests, but stated that 
he did remark that ASCAP wanted 
to make sure that the Mexican group 
was owned and controlled by the 
men and women who write music, 
together with their publishers, be- 
fore committing itself to any alliance. 

Paine charged that Peer’s letter to 
him was strictly a self-serving letter 
and that he had seized on the op- 


portunity to lash away at ASCAP. 
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for things that had nothing to do 
with the Mexican situation, but 
which Peer had harbored against 
the ASCAP board for years. Paine 
wrote that he couldn’t understand 
why Peer ‘was trying to appear 
friendly to him when at the same 
time he questioned everything that 
Paine said about the Mexican prob- 
lem. 
Peer’s Contention 

Peer contends that the a 
society is fully representative of the 
creators of Mexican music and that 
any questioning of this status was 
harmful to their interests. Paine’s 
answer to this is that it would ap-| 
pear that Peer was more interested | 
in getting out of an obligation to | 
these self-same writers and shifting 
it to ASCAP than 


it. Southern Music, 
Paine, controls in this country a 
large portion of copyrighted Mexi- 
can music and 
which exists between American pub- 
lishers of Mexican music and Mexi- 


can writers the former are obligated | 
writer | 
collected | 


to share with the Mexican 
the performing money 
from ASCAP. Now these publishers 
of Mexican music, adds Paine, want 
to be able to tell their 
writers that they don’t owe the lat- 
ter anything because 
| pay for such uses through the Mexi- 
can society. 

Paine pointed out last week that 
it is for the purpose of making any 
analysis of this situation that ASCAP 
has assigned Dr. Rudolf Nissen, 
former head of the Austrian per- 
forming rights society, to study the 
Mexican society's ‘setup as well as 
those in other Latin American coun- 
tries. Paine said that ASCAP wants 
to make its inquiry and not deal 
with some one who has an axe to 
grind. ASCAP’s administrative head 
added that Dr. 


the object of stimulating the sales | 
of American music in South America | 


and the sale of South American | 
music in the United States. Also 
finding ways of improving copy- | 


right relations in sueh country as 
Cuba so that the eventual cost of 
registration won't diseourage Ameri- 
| can publisher and writers from pro- 
‘ tecting their works. Paine estimates 
that it costs $16 to get a work copy- 
righted in Cuba by the time all the 
required formalities are carried out. 


Goodman Chi Date Up 


Benny Goddman may make his 
first trip into Chicago for a location 
date since 1935 when his band opens 
at the College Inn, in the Sherman 
hotel there, in October. Starting date 
is not definite. Goodman's last stand 
in Chicago started in November 
1935, at the Urban-Room of the Con- 
gress hotel, soon after his band 
started its ascent to popularity. 





Outfit is currently on the Coast,. | 
stretch at | 


where it recently closed a 
\the Cocoanut Grove in the Ambas- 
Emory hotel, L. A. It’s down for Cata- 

lina Island and Mark Hopkins hotel, 
| San Francisco, stands and heads back 
| east in late summer via a swing 


through the southwest, a territory | 
ed group hasn’t covered in some | 


| time. 





| 
| Toledo Symphony Starts 
| Toledo, May 14. 
The Toledo Symphony Orchestra 
| made its debut May 6 at the Para- 
mount theatre, with Lily Pons as 
guest artist. 

George King Raudenbush is con- 
i ductor of the orchestra, 





in getting the | 
Mexican society the recognition due | 
according to! 


| plugging. 
under the contract | 
| turned it down on the ground that it 
| was too corny. 


Mexican | 


ASCAP will | 


IRWIN DASH IN N.Y. 





Arrives from Lendon With Wife ane | 
Jack Harris 





Making his first visit back to the 
U. S. since 1937, Irwin Dash, cnedion | 
music publisher, arrived Monday 
(13) with Mrs. Dash and Jack Harris, 
the bandleader. Latter is here to 
visit his wife and baby. Harris, like 
Dash, is American but long domi- 
ciled in England. 

Two of the biggest current pops in 
Great Britain are ‘There'll Always | 
Be an England’ and 
Again,’ which Dash will place in 
America, as well as pick any new 
songs for his firm. He is booked 
back June 15. Harris is due to re- 
turn June 1, both buying return pas- 
sage due to heavy bookings out of 
Genoa for U. S. and vice versa. 

Reg Connelly, London music pub, 
and a partner in Dash’s company, 
also, isn’t coming over, after all, fear- 
ful that possible sudden complica- 
tions might cause him to be interned 
in Italy should that country suddenly 
‘be drawn in. Connelly is British, 
| whereas the other two, as American 
| citizens working in England, 
| wouldn't be thus complicated. 

John Abbott of Francis, Day & 
Hunter, in the States. for some 
weeks, sails back to England this 
Saturday with his wife. 








| 


Hit Is Made 
Without Big 
Air Build-Up 


‘Playmates,’ which became No. 2 
best-seller on the past week’s sheet 
music list, is one of those tunes that 
got there with a minimam of radio | 

When the number first 
came out one leader after another 





For the past several 
weeks it has averaged but eight net- 
work plugs a week. 
Santly-Joy-Select, the song’s pub- 
lisher, credits the sales entirely to 


Marlo Godspeed Cancelled: Ironic 


| 
‘We'll Meet | Friday night (10) was called off 





the breaks it has received from Kay 
Kyser and Ray Herbeck. 


Loeb Buys Kalmer-Ruby 


John Jacob Loeb has bought the 
'Kalmer-Ruby catalog. Loeb recently 
entered the publishing business with | 
his co-writer, Robert Lissauer, un- | 
der the name of Loeb-Lissauer, Inc. | 
| Price reputedly paid for the cata- | 
‘log is $6,500. It has a half point 
availability rating in the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, 








‘ers themselves. 


~ To Salute Him in 


Anti-ASCAP Job: 


CBS in ‘Spite’ Action on Pubs 


Dinner which the professional 
managers of various’ publishing 
firms planned to give George Marlo 
at 
| the eleventh hour at Marlo’s own 
request. Marlo, who quit the Craw- 
ford. Music Corp. last week to be- 
come professional manager of Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., had learned that 
certain publishers were frowning 
upon the idea of their executives | 
participating in the proposed send- , 
off. In a couple instances the pro- 


fessional managers were instructed | 
not to put in an appearence at the | 


event. Marle is president of the. 
contact employees’ union. 

The critical publishers told their 
professional managers that they were 
‘surprised that the contactmen would | 
even think of wishing Marlo well on 
his job. 
contention that if Marlo were to 
succeed on his fiew job it would 
result in loss of jobs for profes- 
sional men employed’ by firms af- 
filiated with the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers. 
It was even suggested that Marlo 
be asked to resign as president of 
the union, but such inclination, 
it did exist among the rank and 


file, was dissipated after Marlo had | 
explained his situation at a meet- | 


ing of the union Friday night (10). 

Officials of BMI denied the report 
that they were bringing pressure to 
bear upon band booking offices by 
telling them that the bookers might 
save their bands and themselves lots 
of inconvenience by advising the 


former that they better start playing | 


BMI numbers because after Dec. 31 
there will be nothing else for them 
to use on the air. 
Columbia Hostile 
Columbia last week took another 
hostile step toward ASCAP publish- 


ers by shutting down on all advance | 


information about program listings. 
It’s been the custom for professional 
departments to check the forthcom- 
ing repertoires of dance bands so as 
to avoid getting the same current 


tune spotted on adjoining remote 
pickups. 
Pulbtishers Monday (13) scored 


' CBS’ move as petty spe and pre- 
| dicted that it will tend more likely 


to inconvenience the network's pro- 
gram department than the publish- 
NBC has not taken 
similar action against the ASCAP 
publishers. 

SPA‘s Attitude 


In answer to an 
subject, 


on the 
president of 


inquiry 
Irving Caesar, 


the Songwriters Protective Associa- | 
i tion yesterday (Tuesday) advised an | 


It was these publishers’ | 


if | 


SPA member by letier that Broad- 
cast Music has not signatured an 
agreement with the association and 
was therefore not authorized to use 
the SPA standard form of contract. 
Caesar's letter pointed out that the 
SPA agreement now in effect with 
music publishers grants them the 
right to apply to the SPA for releases 
| involving mechanical rights. Since 
it has no agreement with the SPA, 
| BMI would not be free to administer 
the mechanical rights of a work cre- 
ated by an SPA member. 


DEPLORES 100 
MUCH SONG 
PLUGGING 


Suggestion of Irving Caesar, presi- 
dent of the Songwriters Protective 
Association, that music publishers 
put a ceiling on the number of plugs 
| obtained for a current tune has re- 
ceived a mixed reaction in the busi- 
{ness end of the trade. While some 
pubs held that the idea was desirable 
though not practical, others gave the 
| proposal a cynical brushoff. What 
| Caesar was urging, the latter ele- 
ment remark, was something that 
smacked of redistribution of the 











, Wealth. 


Caesar's suggestion that something 


‘drastic be done to curb the practice 


of putting on plug drives was ad- 
vanced at a meeting of the SPA 
membership last week. He contends 
that too many plugs are piled up 
i weekly for a small group of tunes 
with the result that this overplaying 
not only is detrimental to the full 
commercialization of such tunes 
themselves but bars hosts of other 
worthwhile new songs from getting - 
a break on the air. He thinks that 
he has hit on what he terms a ‘con- 
structive solution to a problem that 
has been irritating the public, the 
publisher, the writer and the broad- 
caster since the advent of radio—at 
Jeast as far as music is concerned.’ 





Everett Carter and Milton Rosen 
wrote twe songs for the Universal 
picture, ‘I'm Nobody’s Sweetheart 
Now.’ Ditties are “There Goes My 
Romance’ and ‘Got Love.’ 








Nissen’s tour had also | 
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mills music proudly announces the appointment of 


JACK PERRIN 
PROFESSIONAL MANAGER 


“I’m very happy to be of service to the profession and would appreciate hearing 
from and welcoming my friends in my new capacity.” 
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from the no show 
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The Gargantua of Novelties 


By Noel “Lambeth Wake” Gay 


RUN, RABBIT, RUN 


“The Little bo Laughed” 


madcap revue HELLZAPOPPIN 


Oh! Gee, Oh! Gosh, 
_ On! Golly, I'm In Love 


featured in the 


j 
Cleon and Johnson's song now the Hit of their Cetnedy ‘Bateo~theed Advice—All That’s Nice 


Take Your Girlie To 
The Movies 


(if You Can’t Make VLeve at Home) 








Something New Under the Sun! 
Featured in the PALISADES AMUSEMENT 


SUNNIN’ IN THE SUMMER SUN 





Breezy 


The Nation’s Novelty Click 


MA! 
(HE’S MAKING 


| ef the same name. 


Lilting———Catchy! 
PARK KEVU E—First 





EYES AT ME) 


New UNIVERSAL Picture 


Edition 
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By Gladys Shelley, Otis Spencer and Irving Gellers 
I JACK MILLS, 1619 BROADWAY 
MILLS MUSIC, nc. ee NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Band Reviews 











Felton; ; 
Ray Hutton and Jack Leary is out of 
the Joe Venuti crew. 


HUGO MONACO ORCH (12) 
With Gale Reed 
Deshler Wallick Hotel, Columbus 


A tradition in the Ionian room, | 
Hugo Monaco returns for his sixth S4* 
booking in as many years. 





nice balance, 


time duty of playing a show on its 


| own, are adverse factors. 


Outfit has none of the sweeter stuff 
lthat even the most die-hard jump 
day have 
Recent ae 
| general return to the former melody- 


Bill Mervis was with Ina type of orchcstration makes this ele- 


lbands of the present 
‘learned to use as a dilutant. 


; ment more pronounced, 


Outfit consists of four,trumpets, in- 
Set-up of piano, drums, bass, three | cluding Prima’s, guitar, piano, drums, 
es, trumpet and trombone makes|two trombones, four sax and the 
‘ a and Middleman | bass. 
3 Despite sparks the rhythm section doubling | light with his blaring, vocaling and 
fact crew is entirely new, opening | over to an electric keyboard. Ear-| mugging. 


Prima is forever in the spot- 


night found smooth organization, | easy and not too blarey. Good on lost because of not speaking up, and 
perhaps best in Monaco’s career, in- | conducting for acts due to maestro’s| the fact that he continuously toys 


dicating promise for future. 
In a room where jitterbugs are pianist and contractor at Stanley, 

passe, band strives for sweet-swing, | WB deluxer, in old m.c. days.) 

combination of two extremes result-| On the vocal end, Middleman has 

ing in tunes with a kick, yet melodic | gpirjey Heller, sister of Little Jackie 

enough for pleasant listening. Or- | Heller, and Eddie Metcalfe, who 

chestrations are simple, but effective, | qoubles on sax. Each can turn out a 

credit to arranger Harold Lippincott. nice solo and they duet pleasantly, 

Surprise to management is patron | too on the romantic ballads. Middle- 

demand for Viennese waltzes. man himself stays pretty much in 
Two distinct styles are employed. ' background, small combo making a 

Basic instrumentation calls for four front man impractical. Cohen. 

saxes, oe eoeneeree ane three | ee 

rhythm. using two doubles in| 

the unit, fiddler Monaco has a violin’ LOUIS PRIMA ORCH (14) 

trio to make the transformation to With Lillian Carroll 

society-style complete. | Apollo Theatre, N. Y. 


Bob-o-link Gayle Reed is a blonde; Louis Prima, one of the original 
looker with a corner on the s.a. mar-! jive combos, has augmented his 
ket. Low pitched pipes make for) usual eight-plece group with six 
selling rich torchants. Eddie Jenkins | more men, and the result is a caco- 
leaves the sax section to enchant the, phony of brass to blast the ear- 
femmes with an OK tenor. Glee| drums. That’s okay at this house 
club assists on production numbers. | where they like their swing plenty 

Sans. /hot. The appeal is not going to be 
universal. 

Prima has been noted mostly as a 


HERMAN MIDDLEMAN ORCH (8) 
Yacht Club, Pittsburgh 


Oke commercial band put together 
for the prospering Yacht Club. Slick 
and smooth small combo, with per- 
sonnel practically an alumni associa- 
tion from name outfits. Bob Polan 
is an ex-Shep Fieldser; Eddie Met- 
calfe comes from Dick Barrie; 
Tommy Noll drummed for Happy | 





| maestro i nthe noisy bistros. On the 
trumpet or handling a tune with that 
foghorn voice is one thing. Where 
he’s called upon to share the emcee- 
ing chores (with Willie Bryant) it’s 
another matter. His seeming dis- 
comfiture, excepting when he’s trum- 
peting or mugging. plus the fact that 
the band’s specialties aren’t strong 
enough to bear up under the full- 
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There’s no 


For full information write to nearest 








sway the Greyhound way” 





says 
Sammy Kaye 


-.- and he’s an 
authority on 
both! 


Recent fare reductions 
in many parts of the 
country make Grey- 
hound travel a smarter 
buy than ever! ... Try 
going by Super-Coach 
next trip—you'll dis- 
cover a lot of luxurious 
comfort aboard these 
streamliners of the high- 
way. And they’resocon- 
venient—there’salways 
a Greyhound when 
you want to start travel- 
ing! Fares are lower 
than for any other type 
of transportation—and 
there’s a still greater 
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long film house experience. (He was! with the mike, failing to address his 


Prima is forever in the spotlight; 


| audience directly. 


{tunes with some restraint. 


with his blaring, vocaling and mug- 
ging. His announcements are lost 
because of not speaking up, and the 
fact that he continuously toys with 
the mike, failing to address his audi- 
ence directly. 

The girl vocalist is Lillian Carroll, 
who's nice looking. She handles two 
Lacks 
stage deportment, but time un- 
doubtedly will erase that failing. 

For the swing niteries, Prima is in 
the groove; vaudeville is not his dish 
right now. ; 


EARL GARDINER’S ORCH (11) 
Pla-Mor Ballroom, Lincoln, Neb. 
Earl Gardiner’s name is a standby 
in the territorials, familiar in more 
than a dozen states of the midwest, 
but this band is a new collection of 
boys, less than a month old. Leans 
wholly to the sweet side, aimed for 
the locations, and indulging (at least 
so far) in very little of the dais 
shenanigans common to solo-nighting. 


His announcements are 


Bands at the Boxoffice 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estima 
charge business being done by name bands in various New Y 
Spots listed are only where the band is the main attraction 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name o 
room capacity and cover charge. 
holiday price.) 


ted cover 
ork hotels, 
for supper, 
‘ f hotel give 
Larger amount designates weekend and 


Cevers =Total 
Band _ Hotel Fiaged Woek awe 
Larry Clinton. ..,New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 0 *t1025 'y ¢ule 
| Jimmy Dorsey.. .Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........ 5 1,225 7.979 
Eddy Duchin..,..Plaza (350; $1.50-$2.50)........s000. 5 875 3'995 
Sleepy Hall.......Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)..........0.. 12 275 3'709 
Frankie Masters. .Rooseveit (500; $1-$1.50)............ 14 525 6,175 
Ray Kinney..... . Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 0 *%650 ; 
Charlie Barnet. ... Lincoln - (225; 50¢-$1)........ sebeake 2 650 1.125 
Orrin Tucker....Waldorf (Stari't Roof; 400; 75c-§1.50) 5 1,375 71450 


*3 days. tiIce floor show inclu ded. 





On the Upbeat 


Jimmy Dorsey moves from the, La., for the summer following wind- 
Pennsylvania Hotel, New York, Cafe; up of month’s engagement at Bill 
Rouge to its Roof Garden, May 29.| Green’s, Pittsburgh. 

Tommy Dorsey was up there last 


summer and will oppose Jimmy at/| Guy Smith replaced Roc Hillman 


the Astor Hotel, N. Y., Roof this jn guitar spot with Jimmy Dorsey. 
summer, | 




















| Lee Barrett band goes into New 
|_ Margie Stuart replaced Paula| penn, Pittsburgh, May 30, for start 
Kelly with the Al Donahue band.| of open-air dance season, replacing 


Outfit also added a singing team | June Gardner and Her Gentlemen 


Two of the men, besides Gardiner, | billed as the Benton Sisters. 








| of Swing. 
are repeats gen Ay 8 gang. 
Herman Trice, colored, deep-throater Eddie Cl , sax, took over Stu * oh? 
on the sents, cad Keith Piamkel. on e Clauson, sax Billy Yates band, finishing out 


McKay’s sax chair with Al Donahue. 


eighth week at G Wol 
He was formerly with Jan Savitt. ° at Grey Wolf Tavern, 


Sharon, Pa., draws another eight- 


week stretch. 
Glenn Garr outfit heads for the! 


Rustic Cabin, Englewood, New Jer-| 
sey, May 23, for a wire buildup. 


guitar. To Trice as much as anything 
else, the outfit owes its novelty. He’s 
the only male ebonyite hereabouts 
trimming tunes with a _ pale-face 
musico mob, and he does an excellent 
job of it. 

Musically, Gardiner’s gang is still 
a little frayed at the edges, but} Tommy Tucker goes into West 
coming along. They play a lot of! €nd Casino, West End (Deal), N. J. 
stocks, but bat them out in a/ for the rest of the summer, June 28. 


rhythmic. danceable manner, 3nd sein 
they stick to the business of being | Gets Mutual wires. Tucker was sup- 


purely a dance band. No excuses or! Posed to go into the Rainbo Room, 
stunts are offered to detract from the| Asbury Park, but it burned and 
terp traffie. | won't be rebuilt in time. and 

The outfit’s roster includes in the | —" 
pees: eae vt on trombone, oe New Friends of Rhythm on the| pecieas Grins scemebind - 

ranklin oades, trumpet; among ° ae | : seven- 
the saxes, Fran Marley, Red’ Con- | loose. Released by MCA last week. piece orchestra, which opens in Vic- 








| Bob Belasco’s crew moved _ into 
Florentine Gardens, Hollywood, suc- 
ceeding Billy MacDonald's orches- 
tra, which left for a southern tour 
after 24-week run at the nitery. 











Rudolf Friml, Jr., and his or- 
chestra move into the Biltmore, Los 
| Angeles, May 27, succeeding Larry 











tues are Wendell Troy. a | Peter Braglia now known as Peter | ed er age = — room in 
nice piano: Plankell, guitar: Jack | Brent. All string small combo goes |} Syersy seuss, a 


| into Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New : 

Relisher, drums, and Lowell Harlan, | —, rec CSiawetien > a Poss tedl Staite Miahubebs bend signed for 
Style of sped tlnnt and gat 5 te ag for Xavier Cugat. the Republic picture, ‘Scatterbrain.’ 
we as e music, is frien y, | | 
common, and strictly to reach for| fyrie Madriguera makes changes; _ Bernie Sandler orch followed Ray 
the guy who doesn’t pay a Jot re Berg put his outAt more on the | Keating into. Glen Ballroom, Wil- 
money, but wants to get in his a he Ritz | liamsville, N. ¥., Thursday (9) for 
hoofery é Art | Latin side. Band goes into the Ritz | ° ‘ : 
? , | Roof, Boston, June 3. | indefinite booking. 
| 














JIMMY JOY’S ORCHESTRA (13) 
Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. 
En route west to take up a sume}! c 
mer stand at Ocean Park (Santa| World’s Fair, starting June 8, 
Monica), Jimmy Joy turned away | | Waldman followed. 
from locations long enough to do a Nacio Herb Brown wrote ‘Ameri- | 
ll glee ton! Med a jump. | can Bolero’ being featured by Gene 
Joy is an important playing mem.- | Krupa and other outfits. | 
ber of the troupe, and doesn’t use | ; , , : 
the excuse of vavina stick to ved Gene Krupa jumps to Philadelphia | Joseph Sudy is booked for the Sir 
himself out of instrumental work. He | Friday (17) after his last show at Francis Drake, San Francisco, May 
plays a lot of clarinet, soloes for 16; the Paramount theatre, N. Y., to play | 21. 
bars or more in nearly every number, the Ivy Ball at the U. of Pennsyl- 
and does the talking for the crew. vania. Wearing pace also has the 
_ Somehow misfit with this organ~ | outfit down for an early Sunday 
ization is Gai Moran, a convulsive morning (19) rehearsal for the Fitch 


stylist at the mike. She crawls with Y : : 
motion—hands through hair, climbs | B8"dwagon air show that —_ 00 
uesday 


the mike, does a sedate can-can, and | doubling from the Par. 
yowls at the most unexpected places. | morning early -they’re scheduled for 
Otherwise the band is one which ap-| a record date. 
peals to the more moderate musical | 
tastes, four saxes smothering the 
muted brasses. Art London (nee 
gam veer football husky with 
ayne Morris appearance, pipes an 
easy, unruffled song for ail his big- Louw Breese h.o, at Chez Paree, 
ness. which further accents ‘the | Chicago, again. 
oddity of the jumpy Miss Moran. * 
However, on one-nighters, she prob- Etzi Covate band has had its op- 
ably fits better than in hotels, where ?tion picked up at-Ohio Villa, Cleve- | 


a couple of her’explosions would be] and, for an indefinit itts- 
about all the traffic would bear each ee ee | 


Dick Stabile set for eight weeks - Bill Carsen’s crew opened summer 
the Dancing Campus, New York/ season at Casino Park, Lake Worth 
|at Fort Worth last week. Herman 











Harry Owens arrives at the St. 
| Francis, San Francisco, June 4. 











Guy Patrick, son of Lester (New 
York Rangers’) Patrick, in Western 
Canada lining up dates for bands. 








Howard LeRoy has finished an en- 
gagement-at Kin Wah Low’s in To- 
ledo and has taken band to the 
Hotel McCurdy, Evansville, Ind. Tyle 
Gaffield orchestra into Kin Wah 
Low’s. 





Eddie Durham, arranger, has 
started with a band of his own. 








Paul Spor will play at the Villa, 
night club. on the Dixie Highway 
north of Toledo, which opens for the 
summer season May 15. | 











farl Lorch, with Shirley Dean, 


sia a burgh outfit went in originally for | played Idora Park, Youngstown, O., 
Saxists are Al Ferguson, Bunny three weeks. ‘ | opening week, May 11 to 17. Manny 
Peterson, Norman Schroeder, and Prager moves in May 18 to stay 





Ernie Gollner, to whom Joy lends a|_ "ma Ray Hutten’s new male crew 
lot of his reeding. In the brasses are | into Raymor Ballroom, Boston, May 
Larry Brooks, Wayne _ Robinson, | 21. 
trumpets, and Bill McRae, trombone, ° 
and rhythm men include Fred Goll- 
ner, piano; Tom Summers, drums, 
and Gene O’Brien, bass. 

Joy’s par in the music biz has al- 
ways been set high enough to insure 
satisfaction and this band has him at 
his better moments. Art. 


through May 31. 





Mart Kenney, after a three-week 
holiday, left Vancouver May 14 on 

Eddie Lane band opens the Bos-ja series of one-night stands across 
sert Hotel, Brooklyn, roof for the| Canada to Montreal where he will 
summer tomorrow night (Thursday).| record for the RCA Victor Company 
on May 27 and return west to the 
Banff Springs Hotel, Banff, to open 
for the summer on June 8. 








. George King goes to Hotel Wash- 
ington-Youree Roof in Shreveport, 























THE FIRST: TIME 


gloriously by Alice. Faye and Don Ameche in. the 20th Century-Fox. picture 


siomiadieaees 





A Song That's As Big As The Picture Itself! 
| ‘LILLIAN: RUSSELL” 


E LOVEBIRD 


Lyricxby GUS KAHN 


Music by BRONISLAW KAPER 





LEO FEIST, Inc. - 1629 Broadway, New York + HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr + LON MOONEY, Prof. Mgr 





_ Night before the show, a musician-vet had a hemorrhage in Musicians club 


Wednesday, May 15, 19406 


ARIETY 
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inside Stuff—Music 


Pittsburgh Veterans Hospital at Aspinwall nearly lost its favorite enter- 
tzinment, monthly benefit show staged there by Variety Club Legion Post, 
jast week, when Claire Meeder, president of AFM Local 60, became peeved 
at hosp authorities and threatened a ban on all gratis performances there. 





downtown and Meeder immediately called Veterans Hospital with a re- 
quest that the stricken fellow be taken in. Meeder said he was told that 
quota was filled, there was a long waiting list and that victim would have 





to go through regular channels for admittance. At that, Pittsburgh union 
head is said to have burned plenty, calling Lang Thompson, whose band 
was to have played at next day’s show, at six o'clock in the morning to 
tell him that Local 60 wouldn’t permit his appearance. Meeder also told 
sponsors of entertainments that any musicians who showed up would be 
expelled. 

Infiuential showmen and newspapermen swung into action at once in an 
attempt to pacify Meeder, but he remained adamant. Intervention of 
couple of important legionnaires got stricken musician admitted to Vet- 
erans Hosp late that afternoon for treatment and only then did Meeder 
relent, about an hour before benefit was scheduled to start. Show had been 
widely publicized and had number of names including George M. Cohan 
and Charlie King. 





Bobby Crawford, currently a play producer, with ‘Separate Rooms’ at 
the Mansfield, N. Y., may wind up with a piece of the Chappell and Craw- 
ford Music firms. He was dickering to come back into the music biz, re- 
turning to the firm bearing his name, until the Henry Spitzer bow-out 
eventuated. Crawford may also become a biz exec of Chappell’s. 

For time being, however, Max Dreyfus, head of the music companies, is 
handling business and executive details himself. 

Meantime, Abe Olman, managing director of all three Metro-Robbins 
firms, who was likewise mentioned as a strong contender for the Spitzer 
berth with Dreyfus, will probably not shift over, in view of a substantial 
raise just handed him. Larry Spier, Dreyfus alumnus, and his own pub- 
lisher now, is the latest contender. 

Paul Whiteman, sans orchestra, has been mentioned for the Carnation 
program from Chicago. This program is currently directed by Roy Shield 
following the sudden death of Josef Pasternack. The implications of the 


Carnation deal, if materializing, are 
Chicago, and on a different basis. 


that Whiteman would operate out of 
Carnation is reported interested if 


Whiteman will accept and would guarantee him a substantial fee and a 


long-term pact. 





Reported that Tommy Dorsey wouldn't mind stepping out of his music 
publishing business and selling his Sun Music outfit. 

Olsen and Johnson may purchase it for Joe Santly, brother of Lester 
Santly (Joy). Artie Shaw likewise may forget about publishing (Lincoln 
Music). 


a — 








Bob Crosby for Catalina | Phil Spitalny in A. C. 
| Atlantic City, May 14. 
George Hamid’s Million Dollar 


Pier to open for summer Decoration 
| Day, when Phil Spitalny’s band will 





Chicago, May 14. 
Bob Crosby orchestra opens at Cat- 





alina Island for a six-week sojourn 
starting August 11. | ‘ . 

Will work way to Coast through On Friday (31) Teddy Powell's | 
theatre and one-niter dates, opening | 524 will be featured; Saturday | 
ut the Oriental here on May 31 at (June 1) Jan Savitt s, and on Sunday ' 
conclusion of current stay in Black- | ‘2) Joe Frascetto’s. 
hawk cafe. Other theatre dates in- 
clude a three-week booking in the ' 
Strand, New York, starting June 28. Storm’ at Metro. 


be top-billed. 





| 
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spay PlaED HE ALE, 


t der love 
Charm of Spring captured in song en 


MEET THE SUN HALF WAY 


Rhythm song, gay! In that ‘Pocketful of Dre ain 


THE PESSiMisne UHARACTER 


(WITH THe CRA 


groove 


6 APPLE FACE) 


SuNTLY “doy: SELECT We, 1619 BWAY NYE - 


JACK MASS, Prof. Mar. : ‘ 


Rollicking ne 













“Look Down My Rain Barr’l— 


Just Nat d 
st a atural, Everyday Slide Down My Cellar Door” 


Great Song 





| obtained 
| Frank Rykel, proprietor of Rainbow 


jas the Red. 


Les Santly to Coast 


Lester Santly, of Santly-Joy-Select, 
left last Sunday (12) for Hollywood 
to work on some film studio deals. 
While there he will confer with Bing 
Crosby, who have a stock interest 
in the firm, and with Jimmie Monoco 
and Johnny Burke, his contract 
writers. 





Santly will be gone three weeks. | 


PAYOLA THRIVES 
IN BRISTOL, | 





| 
| 


' 
| 
' 
' 


| 


| 
i 


| 
ENGLAND | 


—_———. 


London, May 6. 
While the bands that make the: 
trip to Bristol, the wartime originat 
ing spot for the British Broadcasting 
Co., get only an average of $500 a 
week, they collect as much as $2,500 
a week from music publishing for 
doing their numbers. The tap per 
number is $20 and it is figured that 
a band does 125 numbers a week on 
one of these broadcast stands. | 
There are but few bands that 
aren’t in on the payola. Some of 
the publishers have been trying to 
get the clan together on an agree- 
ment to reduce the payoff to a max: | 
imum of $10 a plug. 
One gag stemming from the payola 
practice is as follows. A major pub- 


| (19) with Glenn Miller one-nighting | this statute. 





lisher phoned another for informa- 
tion about the combination of a 
certain name band because the for- 
mer wanted to make some arrange- 


ments that the band had agreed to} 


broadcast. 


brasses, four  saxes, the 


The answer was, ‘Four | 
usual | 


rhythm pieces and two cash regis- | 





ON ASCAP JUDGMENT 


Milwaukee, May 14. 

Feuding in this state 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers and nitery | 





| ops has brought furniture seizures, 
Nat Finst : P | salary garnishments and what not, | 
at Finston scoring ‘The Mortal| 1: tops was reached this past week | 


when Robert A. Hess, ASCAP’s Wis- 
consin legal rep, levied upon a re- 
calcitrant dance hall man’s automo- | 
bile to satisfy a claim. 

Judgment for $523.45 had been 
in federal court against 


Gardens at Cadott, Wis., in an action | 
brought by Gene Buck and the Mills | 


Music Co. for playing ‘Sly Old 
Gentleman’ and ‘What Goes Up 
Must Come Down’ without the 


necessary license. 

When the United States marshalls 
descended upon the Rainbow Gar- 
déns to levy upon Rykel’s property, 
the cash drawer was practically | 
empty, so they attached the defend- | 
ant’s car. Rykel wants his car back 
and negotiations for a settlement are) 
under way. 





CHEAPER SYMPH MUSIC 


Columbia Follows Victor 
New Label Policy 
Columbia Records soon begins re- 
leasing a new series of Green Label 
records cut with popular classics 
by popular light symphonic bands. 
Cuttings will be priced at $1 apiece 
whereas the company’s regular Blue 
Label heavy stuff runs up to $2 a 





Lead in 


copy. 

First two issues of the new series 
will be recordings by Andre Kos- 
telanetz’ orchestra of highlights 


from George Gershwin’s ‘Porgy and 
Bess’ score, including ‘Summertime,’ 
‘I’m On My Way,’ ‘I Got Plenty of 
Nuttin’, and ‘Bess You Is My Woman 
Now.’ Second platter is ‘Clair De- 
Lune,’ by Debussy, and ‘Pavane for 
a Dead Princess,’ by Ravel. 

Victor recently announced a 75c 
Black Seal issue of classical stuff, in 


‘comparison to the same outfits Red 
| Seal $1.50 and $2 releases. 
‘the fare with which the Black label 


However 


stuff will be needled is not the same | 
Former are partly re- 
issues of platters Victor has had in 
its catalog for some time. 





Rex Pries and his KTSA. San An- | 


ters.’ | 


GRAB AUTOMOBILE 


between | 


New York Copyright Lawyers Note 
KGHL, Billings, Defense Versus Reed 


British Best Sellers | New York copyright lawyers last 
week expressed deep interest in the 
| treatment J. Clifford Reei, a Mon- 








(6-Pence (9c) Numbers) 


‘Boy Coming Home’..... Maurice | is iv 
‘Made Me Care’.......... Norris — — -_ ofeonees on = 
‘Mocking Bird Lane’...... World lower court in that state in his, suit 
‘Oh, Johnny’........ Francis Day | 48ainst KGHL, Billings, for per- 
Se pa eIILSS Gay forming rights compensation. Reed 
‘Who’s Taking You Home’..Day | ¢j,j P : 
‘Goes My Dream’....... Lassalle pretty 7 ge cane Sen. saree 
‘Quartermasters’ ..... Cavendish © pay him $60 a month for the use 
al ae ae Wright _ of his publication and that when it 
yo re Southern | came to payment KGHL turned him 
Shilling (18c) Numbers |; down on the ground that he had not 
“Over RRINGOW 6ikcs is cede Day complied with a Montana statute 
‘Deep Is Night’.......... Prowse | which requires that all copyrighted 
‘Wish Upon Star’ ...... Chappell | works be registered with the state 
, fC errer. Connelly authorities. 
‘Dutch Garden’ ........ Connelly KGHL used this same argument in 








' asking that Reed’s suit be dismissed 
and the lower court upheld the de- 


Bridgeport Park Opens |murrer. Reed contended that the 


° : | Montana statute, which had been de- 
With Glenn Miller Orch: vised to outlaw ASCAP, was uncon- 
Bridgeport, May 14. 


stitutional, but the court held that 
Pleasure Beach,’ city-operated his rights could not be recognized 
amusement park, unshutters Sunday | unless he pleaded compliance with 
Reed does not clear 
in ballroom. Woody Herman follows | through any of the performing rights 
May 26. | groups. 

Perry Rodman again in charge of | ASCAP has a batch of infringe- 
resort for city, with Don Felix man-| ment suits pending against KGHL, 








aging dancery. Attractions booked | 


as well as the other Montana sta- 


by Charles Shribman. _ tions. 











IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 


We Have Been Fortunate Enough To Sign Up 
EXCLUSIVELY for a Term of Years 


ERNESTO LECUONA 


The Victor Herbert of Latin-America 


Distinguished Composer of “Malaguena”, “Say 


‘Si Si’ ’, “Andalucia”, “Jungle Drums” and Scores 
of other Successes. 


And As His Latest Achievement We Offer Now the 
SONG SCOOP of the Season 


THE BREEZE AND I 


A Brilliant Bolero Fox Trot Version of 
Ernesto Lecuona’s “ANDALUCIA” 


Adapted and Orchestrated by T. Camarata 
Lyrics by Al Stillman 


Recorded by JIMMY DORSEY (Decca) 


Hal Kemp (Victor) “Horace Heidt (Columbia) 
Charlie Barnett (Bluebitd} Frankie Masters (Vocalion) 
Lou Breeze (Varsity) Arthur Tracy (Decca) 

With Many More To Come 


We Are Lucky, Too, In Obtaining from 
OZZIE NELSON His Hilarious New 


I’M LOOKING FOR A GUY 
WHO PLAYS ALTO AND BARITONE 
AND DOUBLES ON A CLARINET 
AND WEARS A SIZE 37 SUIT 


As Cute a Novelty As The Title Is Long 


Written by Ozzie Nelson and Recorded Inimitably by Him 
On Bluebird 2]0666-A 


THERE'S A MARKS TUNE FOR EVERY PROGRAM 
Popular — Latin-American — Old-Time — Standard 


‘EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORP. 
RCA BUILDING - rApDIOo city- NEW YORK 


Frank Hennigs, General Professional Manager 


Publishers In Recent Months of 
Andrews Sisters’ Glenn Miller’s Bing Crosby‘s— 





-tonio, studio orchestra will open the | 
‘summer season of dancing at the 
| Gunter Hotel open air Roof Garden, 
|May 17. Thereafter the group will 
Saxie Dowell’s successor to {supply the music for dancing each | 
‘Fishies”"—A Dynamite Novelty! | Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
eomnmowmemmmmens 0) 1 i 


“SAY'SISI” - “EL RANCHO GRANDE” 
Cab Calloway’e— JUMPIN’ JIVE” 
Deanne Durbin’s "A MAPOLA” 


The Singing Hills |} PLAYMATES 


For Every Singer 
For Every Orchestra 
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‘Club Bali, Philly 


Philadelphia, May 10. 
Cross & Dunn, Peters Sisters (3), 
Johnny Howard, Raul and Eve 
Reyes, Sima, Nat Brandwynne’s 
Orch (8), Don Renaldo’s Orch (5); 
$1.50 minimum. 








The Kaliner brothers (3), who 
made’a good thing out of the Little 
Rathskeller, a low-priced Broad 
street boite, are taking a fling at 
running a big-time nitery on the 
site of the late lamented Benny-the- 
Bum’s, and though the opening Fri- 
day (10) was heavily patronized, it 
was far from auspicious. 

The spot has been refurbished at a 
cost announced at ‘more’ than 
$35,000, with the entire interior 
decorated in the tropical motif, with 
palms, grass, tropical flowers in 
abundance. But the show is not in 
keeping with the decor, being far 
below the quality and presentation 
expected of a first-rate nitery. 

The place was apparently opened 


before preparation was complete. 
Waiters were inadequate in num- | 
bers, lighting was voor, customers 


, that's tough for any but ringsiders to 


| appreciate. 


i 
{ 


' and the Lady.’ 


| Nathan Walley is billed as an un- | 


_defeated figure-skating champ. Solo 
,and with his partner, Edithe Dust- 
'man, he reveals tricky sessions that 


go over easily. Team stuff is smooth | 


ballroom terping while the solo bit 
| is capped by a stationary spin so fast 
he almost becomes unrecognizable. 


+ 


Line of six lookers is on hand to | 


round out the turns. 
looking and able skating accompani- 
ment, being tastefully and colorfully 


They’re smart | 


| costumed for all sections in which | 


| they take part. 

Clinton’s outfit impresses as a 
, smart selection for this particular 
room. 


-an enviable change of pace. They’re 


solidly played by a flexible group | 
that rings the bell consistently in | 
Helen | 


ensemble or takeoff style. 
Sothern, new vocalist since the band 
was last in this territory, is an ap- 
| pealing decoration up front. She's 
got a nice style and handles her as- 
signments neatly. Wood, 


Florentine Gardens 


Outfit has a flock of novel- | 
ties, pops, originals and standards, | 
all colorfully arranged and offering | 


JAM WITH HIS LAWYERS 


' cleffed their fourth song, ‘Love's Got 
| Nothing on Me:” 


Music Notes 


Peter Tinturin doing musie and 
lyrics for Republic's 





Edward Ward scoring ‘Dance, Girl, 
Dance,’ and Frank Tours likewise for 


‘The Ranger | 


Network Plugs, 8 AM. to] AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes 0» 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS ‘WABC) computed for the week fro, 
Monday through Sunday ‘May 6-12). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symboi * 








‘Tom Brown's School Days’ at REO. | 


Al Newman cleffed ‘Forever and | 
Ever.’ to be sung in the 20th-Fox | 


film, ‘Street of Memories.’ 





Franz Waxman doing the scoring 
job on Metro’s ‘Escape.’ 


Mickey Rooney and Sidney Miller 


Irvin Talbot and Andrea Setaro 
scoring ‘The Ghost Breakers’ at Par- 
amount, 


TEDDY POWELL’S LEGAL 








Suit of three attorneys, Herman 


Mary Mirenburg’ and 


} 
| Goldfarb, 
were noisily disgruntled at lack of | 
service and at being jammed too 
closely together. All this made it 
difficult for performers to show at. 
their best advantage. 
The headliners, Cross and Dunn, | 
tried hard and partially succeeded in 
overcoming these obstacles, which 
also include poor acoustics. The 
stage is set at one end of an oblong- 


Michael Vallon against Teddy Powell 

;and Teddy Powell Orchestras, Inc., 
| for $7,500 for alleged legal fees due 
| was disclosed yesterday (Tues.) in 
N. Y. supreme court when an appli- 
| cation to toss out a counter-claim by 
| Powell was denied. 


(HOLLYWOOD) 
Hollywood, May 8. 
Nils T. Granlund, Chiquita, Lor- 
raine de Wood, Geraldine Ross. 
Sugar Geise, Taylor and Allen. 


' Princess Luana, Billy MacDonald | ; ; , 
'Orch (10); couvert 50c. | Powell's action seeks cancellation 


— | ak it cans Gor an the | ke | of certain stock arrangements made 

a on a. Cc. a repertoire , Second edition of what NTG must ‘between himself and the attorneys. 

of clever lyrics is almost endless. | @ughingly call a revue is about as 

Best received is ‘It Could Only Hap- | nar Aare fe = d of | ° 
: > ‘misdirected effort as has cavorted in | 

pen in the U.S.A. the any of the better grottos in some | Schwartz Quits Warner 


Only act in keeping with | time, 





tropical surroundings is the conga- And Granlund can take the | 
rhumba team of Raul and Eve 
Reyes. But though their act has 
plenty of merit, they performed un- 
der the worst conditions. At one, 


stage of their turn they vere almost | 


completely blacked out because the | 
spotlight went haywire. An_un- 
usual and clicko bit is the Reyes 


' full rap, net. _ 
Principals and chorines try their 
best to make something out of the | 


evening's misfitted melange but | 


constant interruptions and bellow- 
ings from uninvited. tables make 
only for chaos and disorder. His 


action in slapping derrieres and in-|@'s Holding Corp. (Warners) to de- 


Music Group On Coast 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Arthur Schwartz has resigned as 
western manager of Music Publish- 





novelty finale, an imitation of an‘ Cessant chatter about this or that | vote full time to his own outfit, | 


automobile, with the femme pro- doll while embraced might be con- 
viding the motor vibrations. sidered cute and elicit such com- 
The Peters Sisters, hefty sepia ™ment as ‘ain't he a card,’ but hardly | 
trio, try hard to get over. Hampered |in Hollywood. Such crudities be- 
like the others by inattention of the | long in the joints with long bars or 
customers, they provide an enter- | deep in the alfalfa belt, but it’s no 
taining interlude (when they could 80 with the home guard. It’s much 
be heard) with their rhythmic songs too corny and as dated as burlesque. 
and waddle-hoofing. Their best is 
‘South American Way.’ 
Saddest of the lot are the efforts | is conducted, and successfully, too, 
of Johnny Howard, which register , for going on two years. 
nil. His act is plenty hammy; he: As for the show itself and the 
goes through standard imitations (Al | talent peopling it, there’s not much 
Jolson, Lionel Barrymore, Louis; to be said in their favor. Most of 
Armstrong) that fall with a dismal! the stuff was paraded in the first | 
thud. And his gags are aged. 
make things worse he stretches his | passing mention. 
turn to the breaking point, hogging | is Geraldine Ross, a rough-and-tum- | 
the stage for nearly 30 minutes,| ble acrobatic dancer who gyrates | 
much to the disgust of the patrons. | over the floor in all manner of con- | 
A takeoff on a Baptist revival is in tortions. Taylor and Allen are ball- | 
poor taste and unfunny. | room dancers who offer nothing that | 
Sima, a fan-butterfly terper, is | hasn’t been done before and better. 
just fair. Nat Brandwynne’s band! Lorraine de Wood doesn’t live up 
performs nicely, but has plenty of to Granny’s billing as a terrific | 
rough edges while accompanying the | chanteuse. 
acts, apparently due to lack of re- 
hearsal. Renaldo’s quintet, special- | wood 
izing in rhumba and conga, provide | please. 
the lull music. Shal. 


institution.’ Information, 


Granlund might cross over to Earl |of the Warner group. 
| Carroll’s and see how a nitery revue | the Coast when the five Warner pub- 


| Society of Composers, 
| Society of Composers, Authors and | 
| Publishers. 


To | edition and the newcomers rate only | fessional manager of the Witmark 
Best of the lot} catalog. 


Sugar Geise, a shapely, | Gaylesburg, 
cuddly blonde, is billed as a ‘Holly- | Blacksburg, Va.; 10-11, V.P.I., Lex- 


She sings and dances so-so | 
| but her stock in trade is to look and | 





TERRACE ROOM, N. Y. 


(HOTEL NEW YORKER) 


act cute. Chiquita does a Mex 
routine on the hoof and Princess 
Luana is a hip-waving teaser. 


Dave Gould 





;and fair steppers. 


Larry Clinton Orch (15) 3 ro 
Helen Sothern, Ford Leary, Terry numbers, which lack precision and 
Allen; Belita, Alfred Trenkler, show signs of careless rehearsal. Be- 


tween shows the chorines change 
into street dress and sip drinks and 
dance with the customers. That biz 
was recently ruled out of the cheap 
joints along Skid Row by the 


Nathan Walley & Edithe Dustman, 
Roberts & Farley, Ross McLean, Ice 
Ballet directed by Dolores Ziegfeld. 

New ice layout for the forthcom- 
ing hot stretch at this newly redo- 


is | 


with credited with staging the production | Enna Jettick Park Auburn, N. Y. | 


| 


' 
| 


| 
| 


police commish. Billy MacDonald's | 


rated room is slick and speedy, being Crew, reviewed under Band Reviews | 


accompanied by the Larry Clinton May 1, isn’t particularly distinctive. 
orchestra, which, for dancing and Helm. 
listening purposes, is probably the 
best Clinton has ever batoned. Room 
itself has been refurbished to pro- 
vide a setting comparable to the’ 
cooling influence of the floor doings. 
its walls being covered with white — Harry Losee’s Ice Show, with Pat 
and dark red draperies and a sprink- Merifield. Mary Taylor, 
- ling of winter scenes, some synthetic Stewart, Irving Gregg, Jo Ann Dean, 
and others photo enlargements of Gene Berg and Joe Reichman’s Orch 
snow -capped mountains. (14); Cover, Tuesday and Saturday, 
Comprising 13 people, including $1.50; other nights, $1. 
Ross McLean, who ably handles the — 
introing, the bladed divertissement | 


Cocennut Grove, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 9. 


George | 


| Pacific Music Sales, servicing a chain 
'of retail stores he operates. 


He joined MPHC in 1929 when 


| Warners bought out M. Witmark and | 
{acted as professional manager until | 


1934 when he was named assistant 
to Buddy Morris, general manager | 
He came to 


lishing firms pulled out of American | 
Authors & | 


Bill Sexton has been named pro- 





| clean brass and sax teams. 





1 | 


Band Bookings 


May 27, Roof B., 
June 7, V.PI.,| 
} 











Russ Morgan, 
Il.; 


ington, Va. 
Champagne Lounge, Renault, At- | 
lantic City, June 29-July 12, Don) 


July 27-Aug.9, Little Jack Little; | 


Line of 20 girls has some lookers | Aug. 10-23, Sonny James. 


Fenton Brothers, June 10, indef., | 


Hal Lansberry, May 20, five weeks, | 
Belvedere Hotel, Baltimore. 


week, | 


Bob Crosby, May 31, 
Oriental theatre, Chicago. 
Count Basie, May 18, Armory, 





Patterson, N. J.; 20, Rocky Spring 
Park, Lancaster, Pa.; 21, Waltz- 
Dream B., Atlantic City; 24-30, 
Appolo Theatre, New York. 





Russ Morgan set to start a stretch 
at the Biltmore hotel, New York, 
Bowman Room, June 19. Sleepy Hall 
current. 


| embellish the side. to click proportions. 
' lessly done in comparison. Tucker again vocals, 


Johnny Kevach band 
Holy Trinity Academy, 
N. J., senior prom May 239. 


down for 
Westfield, 


Ann Dean and Gene Berg score 


Intimate group of blade experts is | handily in their routine, which calls 


is run off in an accelerated 35-min- | paced through the fastest half hour | for quick stops, dizzy gyrations and 


utes, leaving little to be desired.| ever seen On a glazed floor here- 
Belita, blonde, English skate star, abouts, 
heads the femme lineup. 
plavs a wealth of grace and poise extravaganzas. 
with a routine that, while not start- 


ability. Routines are confined here, | aggregation is the first to be turned 
of course, by the size of the skating | loose in a nitery. Estabs haye stub- 
surface, a too tricky stunt giving a bornly resisted icing their floors for 
skater an even chance of winding a show, but by dint of perseverance 
up in a ringsider’s demitasse. 'and constant plugging the William 
Nevertheless. Ronnie Roberts, who Morris office finally landed the book- 
later does a team bit with his part- ing and, incidentally, broke through 
ner. Miss Farley. gets off a solo | what had been sacred MCA ground 
series of acrobatic stunts, kicking since the Grove palms first fluttered 
up flecks of ice with the speed and in May, 1921. 
force of his spins and handsprings.! Six of the ice troupe’s 11 members 
Team session is done with the line. | are spotted for specialties, and, con- 
brinzine the pair out in spangled sidering the limitations of perform- 
costumes. working to Clinton’s socko | ing space, they skim over the glaze 
arranrement of ‘Night and Day.’ | with expert flourish. 
Alfred Trenkler is a comic s i 
grotesque costume and makeup who one time or another toured with 


gets a few laughs with a routine! Sonja Henie. Jitterburg team of Jo! turnout was meagre. 


fast precision. Pat Merifield, Mary 


which takes some of the | Taylor and George Stewart combine | 
She dis- | curse off the waning novelty of ice | grace and rhythm in the execution of | 
Town has had three | their numbers. 
or four ice shows a year since the! bricf comic turn 
ling. leaves little doubt as to her, craze took hold, but Harry Losee’s | falls for laughs. 


Irving Gregg has a 
that depends on 


Performers are nicely frocked and 
| make a clean-cut appearance. Lay- 
out has an incongruous picture, with | 
the palms and blinking monkeys long | 
identified with the Grove hovering 
over the ice. 

Joe Reichman plays the ice pro- 
duction numbers and also the dances. 
He is one of the most showmanly 
maestros to play the Grove, and his. 
friendliness with the payees brings | 
them out on the floor in droves. He ' 





Most of the | 
in ' skaters were recruited locally, and at | 


still carries the ‘Pagliacci’ billing and 
has a smooth crew. Present.setup , 
is in for six weeks, with the hotel | 
holding options for additional time. | 
On night caught (Thursday) the | 
Helm. ' 


denotes film song, + siage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
listings. ; 


: GRAN 
TITLE . PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Woodpecker Song (I11)....... Stieeeesa ven ee eccccccess MODDINS 40 
Make Believe Island (3).........ccccccccecces Per et. Miller ........ 38 
Imagination (5)..........6+ POtt Taba tee okie Se omriaks nea 33 
Shake Down the Stars (7)........................ 0, . Seneeee 30 
With the Wind and the Rain in Your Hair (13)...... ..Paramount .... 30 
Where DO] Go fram Vou? (4). oc... ck ienccs ccs cceess -»Mercer ..... 29 
My! My! (6)...*Buck Benny Rides Again........... .. Famous ....... 28 
ee I I i ec aeceuian Shapiro ....... 27 
Little Curly Hair (4)...*40 Little Mothers........... oWOMR .......... 3 
Nc icsudeanan’ Harms ........ 24 
Alice Hine Gown (6)... °EOUNG: 5 6. ciccesscss Siscanbarete BE cscs, 
Angel in Disguise (7)...*It All Came True............ Witmark ...... 22 
When You Wish Upon a Star (17)...*Pinocchio...... . eee 2 
From Another World (7)...+Higher and Higher...... Cappel! ...... 21 
Say It (5)...*Buck Benny Rides Again............... -Pamous ....... 21 
Apple Blossoms and Chapel Bells (11)................ Remick ....... 20 
PE TES EE OTOL ae oar ee en rae 20 
Where Was I? (6)...*°Til We Meet Again............. PIBIMICK 66s sce 20 
BC a Ree ~~ ae 19 
IER on oe aac cre cea i te neg ee ce wis ss 4.8 ee EE  SRMOITO ....... 18 
Too Romantic (11)...*Road to Singapore............. Paramount 18 
SUEUR OUND Saco tha, Hitals Sip Sie-#ble! 08 ha GLe dO ee RRO --American ..... 7 
BEG RM WORerrul World (4)... cies cicccccecsecvcccs Robbins ....... 17 
MR aha oe Shs ao ca /acghiv tie eras Glave wT A SUUIEE bo sess 17 
Yours Is My Heart Alone ‘2)...tLand of Smiles...... CMIBEINE cececscs 17 
EMMETT SUMED 5/0 vis 69 se mis aka Sik ¥ Cmlee SRE OS wae | ee 16 
How High the Moon (16)...*Two for the Show..... -. Chappell ...... 16 
Ma! He’s Making Eyes at Me (16).............cc000- | Aree 16 
es cn habs boos 56h 004s o0 04008089 88 ba5 Witmark 16 
og a SE RS EO a a Miller ......... 15 
CROTIIDe Teeth COMO (4)... 5. cocks ise ee ces balecencete eee 14 
} Can't cove You Any More (2)... 56.006 ccccscces 5:4 PREEIE <ahcces. ss 14 
SN INES UES oo our cacg tae: cdre- Orbs: 0d-p aig. 0 0k ud Gere ES Bob Miller..... 12 
FD a act era aes g as Gosw ahe vik RMAC a REE Southern ...... 12 
IE I a ai oa sa koa ta ur aps, bRardin1S-% 919 OR xo aa a AA 10 
Caen er Tvemins: (7) ,.- PIPE, 6 6 o5.sv.ass.00eac-careoe ne re | eee 10 
I've Got My Eyes on You (18)...*Broadway Melody... Crawford ..... 10 
Meet the Sun Half Way (1)...*If I Had My Way......Santly ....... s 40 
My Wonderful One Let’s Dance (3)...*Two Girls.....Feist ..... Waes ‘ae 
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RECORD REVIEWS 


PEE EEE HEHEHE HEHE EES HE HE HEF EDHETESEHEH EEO ESE HHEOHHEHHE: 


Duke Ellington ‘Conga Brava’—Ke Ko’ (Victor 26579) 

Ellington puts out some fine stuff but two originals backed up aren’t the 
best contrast. One pop might do the trick. Best of these two, both Elling- 
ton ideas, is ‘Conga.’ It rides strongly at a good speed on muted trumpets 
and ensemble playing. broken by fine tromboning early and late. Sax 
solo midway is sock. “Ko Ko’ is not as effective though an enticing bit 
of average tempo stuff. It’s a colorful writing, utilizing brass tricks, but 
it tends to go wild midway. 


> 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 


Gene Krupa ‘Manhattan Transfer’—Moments Moonlight’ (Col. 35444) 

‘Transfer’ is of the “Tuxedo Junction’ cycle. An original collaborated 
on by Krupa, its melody has a flock of familiar notes. However, the outfit 
gets it off in colorful fashion with a lot of brass-in-hat ‘boowah.’ Muted 
trumpet and sax bits push it along. There’s an extra good clarinet late 
to round out a highly rhythmic piece. It’s good. ‘Moments’ is smoothly 
treated with an arrangement that flows easily, ensemble stuff showing oiff 
Howard Dulaney handles the vocal in fine 
style. 





Muggsy Spanier ‘Dinah’—Black and Blue’ (Bluebird 10682) 

Jazz lovers will find Spanier’s version of ‘Dinah’ interesting. It jives 
easily with more than usual fullness for a small combo. It’s throttled 
almost to a halt midway for a muted trumpet bit. George Brune vocal is 
fitting. ‘Black and Blue’ follows an average tempo groove for its kicks 
Trumpet and sax breaks alternate and a piano tops both. 

Cab Calloway ‘Paradiddle’—‘Pickin’ the Cabbage’ (Vocalion 5467) 

‘Paradiddle’ may be an idea tune of some sort but it isn’t worth the 





| Bestor; July 14-26, Reggie Childs; | time to listen to or the time it took to record. More than half the spinning 


is a drum solo during which nothing happens but a steady roll. As waxed 
entertainment it looks better in pieces in the alley. To top that the reverse 
‘Cabbage’ is an innocuous piece shot through with drum rim shots and little 
effectiveness. Either side is a good sermon against crazy originals. 





Harry James ‘Fools Rush In’—'Secrets in Moonlight’ (Varsity 82638) 

An attractive job in ballad tempo, ‘Fools’ is smoothly handled by & 
steadily improving Harry James outfit. Side points up leader's trumpet 
breaks early and late, embellishing good ensemble work of saxes and 
brass. Lyrics get nice treatment from Dick Haynes. ‘Secrets’ doesn’t reach 
the same level. It’s smoothly done, but hasn’t the life of its companion 
Haynes again vocals. 





Orrin Tucker ‘Alice Blue Gown’—‘Irene’ (Columbia 35440) 
‘Irene’ is the strongest. Tucker’s treatment of the standard gives it a 
light lift via a smart arrangement, a break by the violin team standing 
out. Leader’s vocal is backed by the Bodyguards the two combining to 
‘Alice,’ though, is rather life- 





Will Bradley ‘What Can I Say’"—‘O Sele Mio’ (Columbia 35443) 
Both sides good. ‘What’ wastes no time getting into a solid groove. A 
melodic writing, the arrangement leaves room for sax, piano, and trum- 
pet breaks that spice rhythmic ensemble stuff. Reverse is slower, high- 
lighting Bradley’s outstanding tromboning at the start; trumpet and sax 
solos breaking it near the end. Steve Jordan vocals easily. 





Lennie Hayton ‘Times Square Scuffle’-—‘AC-DC Current’ (Vocalion 5471) 

Two originals from the Hayton band_are okay stuff. ‘AC,’ a Benny Good- 
man writing, hops solidly saddled with breaks by clarinet, sax, trumpet 
and drums. Reverse was tooled by Hayton himself. It’s in the same jiving 
groove, with a touch of more melody. Trumpet break is highlighted fol- 
lowed by a really solid clarinet. 


Frankie Trumbauer ‘Wrap Your Troubles'—Lady Be Good’ (Varsity 8269) 

Trumbauer’s handling of ‘Troubles’ makes it cinch listening. Standout 
trumpet and two sax solos give it a lift and a late piano bit helps. It’s at 
average speed. Reverse ‘Lady’ is also well done; an arrangement that 
sidetracks the melody a bit too much, but still good stuff. It's almost all 
ensemble. 

Benny Carter ‘Among My Souvenirs'\—Fish Fry’ (Vocation 5453) 

Benny Carter fans will get a kick out of the sax solo he gets off on 
Souvenirs.’ Band behind drives smoothly in ensemble and a ‘icking 
trumpet gets in a lick before the sax comes back late. For no reason at all 
a Roy Felton vocai was run in. ‘Fish’ is another ‘Tuxedo Junction’ thine. 
a rhythmic bit sporting more sax and trumpet spotlighting. 
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AGVA Puts ‘Standby’ Rule Into Effect 


_InPhilly; Affects Booker-M.C. Mohr 


Philadelphia, May 14. 

Taking a leaf out of the book of 
the Musicians Union, the Philly lo- 
cal of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists last week forced a nitery to 
hire a standby performer because it 
had booked a non-union man as m.c, 
The case had an extra twist because 
the m.c., Paul Mohr, is ‘also a 
licensed booker and a member of the 
Entertainment Managers Assn. He 
has been booking and handling 
shows at the local Moose Hall for 
the past seven years. 

Jack Stamp, operator of Stamp’s- 
on-the-Delaware, signed Mohr for a 
week to handle the show. AGVA of- 
ficials hearing of this threatened to 
call the rest of the performers on the 
bill on strike if Mohr went on. After 
a hurried huddle, Stamp agreed to 
hire an AGVA member, Johnny 
Campo, as a ‘standby.’ Campo re- 
ceived his pay without even making 
an appearance. The ‘standby’ rule 
has been standard with the mu- 
sicians when out-of-town bands play 
local dates. 

Meanwhile, it was learned that a 
battle was brewing between the 
AGVA local and the EMA regarding 
the actors’ union attempt to fran- 
chise the agents. Although AGVA 
officials said they had the situation 
well in hand, execs of the 10-per- 
centers org declared they would for- 
bid their members to sign individual 
contracts with AGVA. 

‘If AGVA wants us to get fran- 
chises it must sign with our organ- 
ization,’ an EMA official said. ‘We 
will not sanction any attempt to 
separate our members by means of 
individual contracts. Such a move 
is the same as trying to break up 

¢our organization. It’s a group fran- 
chise, or none at all.’ 


AGVA IN DRIVE TO SIGN 
BARNES-CARRUTHERS 


Chicago, May 14. 

Outdoor division of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists has _ insti- 
tuted a drive against the Barnes & 
Carruthers fair booking office fol- 
lowing the failure of B. & C. to sig- 
nature any working agreement with 
AGVA for latter’s members. 

Outdoor division is readying to 
call upon allied unions and trades 
to assist it in drive against B. & C., 
looking especially for such assist- 
ance from the musicians’ unions, 
electrical workers’ union and the 
teamsters, all of which have indi- 
cated a readiness to cooperate with 
its brother AFL union. 

AGVA is planning to stop B. & C. 
shows and bookings in some dozen 
fair dates throughout the midwest, 
and is sending information of the 
anti-AGVA stand of B. & C. to af- 
filiated unions in such towns as 
Louisville, Minneapolis, Butte, De- 
troit, Birmingham. 











Gayety, Ex-Buff Burley, 
Will Be Sold May 29 


Buffalo, May 14. 
The former Gayety theatre, a 
burley, will be sold at foreclosure 
sale May 29. 
late Mike Shea for the Columbia 
wheel, is still owned by the Shea 
estate. 


Since folding of burley house has | 
| rest Glenn, ex-member of the Ahearn | 


had varied career under. different 
Picture and vaude operators, but has 
been dark greater portion of past 
seven years. Tenanted at the pres- 
ent time by Old Vienna, with bingo- 
film policy three nights a week. 





Adopts Weekend Burley 


Youngstown, O., May 14. 

Stock burlesque, which has ex- 
Perienced a struggling existence at 
the Grand here for the past three 
months, has adopted a policy of 
three days a week, Fridays through 
Sundays, instead of seven days a 
week. House has been shuttered 
three times in as many months. 

House grinds from noon until 


midnight at 25c top. Principals are | 


changed weekly. 





BERGEN, GRAY SPLIT 
Chicago, May 14. 

Jerry Bergen and Billy Gray have 
Split their act partnership after sev- 
eral years. 
: Bergen will do a new act with a 
femme partner, while Gray will do a 
single, 


House, built by the | 





Chi Bon Air Gets Show 
And Clyde Lucas Orch 


Chicago, May 14. 

Clyde Lucas’ orch goes into the 
Bon-Air  roaderie, which opens 
summer s€ason May 28. Floor show 
will carry the DiMarcos, Gracie 
Barrie, Al Bernie, Ambassadorettes, 
Batoneers and line of 16 girls. 

Acts are in for two weeks, with 
oe down for four weeks with op- 
ions. 


PITT SUMMER 
INNS LOOK NG 


Pittsburgh, May 14. 

Summer roadhouse outlook here 
pretty dark this season, with at least 
a couple of bigger open-air spots 
expected to keep dark on account 
of unsettled conditions locally. One 
of the most important is the Willows, 
long considered a choice room by 
band bookers, which has operated in 
the red for last several years. Group 
of locals took it over last June on a 
two-year lease, but dropped several 
grand and presently have no inclina- 
tion to try it again. They’re trying 
to sub-lease, but so far have had no 
takers, 

Bill Green is opening his Terraced 
Gardens May 27 with Everett Hoag- 
land band; Pines and New Penn, 
couple of stand-bys, go outdoors 
Decoration Day, but outside of these 
spots situation remains pretty drab. 
As a result, several downtown cafes 
which previously had declared a 
summer holiday plan to keep going 
through the warm months. Only 
Golden Triangle nitery which is air- 
conditioned is the Nixon Cafe, which 
operates year ‘round, but Yacht 
@ub, Old Shay Gardens and couple 
of others are going to make a stab 
at it, too, during the summer. 

Five or six years ago town had 
at least a dozen open-air spots, but 
most of them have fallen by the 
wayside and backers have been 
burned so severely in the past they 
want no part of the biz. 














Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., May 14. 


| Colony: Al Walker, recently asso- 
| ciated with the Paramount theatre, 
Middletown, Ohio, is a new arrival 
at the Rogers: Chris Hagedorn, who 
served over 15 years up here as an 
ozoner, packed his go-to-back clothes 
and got started for Broadway; Dr. 
| Agrippa Roberts, ex-N. V. A.-house 
| medico, now ‘feeling pulse at the 
Trudeau sanatorium; Bill Coty out 
' of hospital and back atop of White- 
| face mountain, going in for televi- 

sion and extended radio research 

work. Dorothy Gail, dancer, who 
| got okay within a year, back in line 
in a Chicago nitery; Helen O'Reilly 
{to New York on biz and pleasure 
trip. She still maintains the Holly- 
| wood Dress Shop here; the passing 
of Charlie Ahearn gloomed up For- 





| 
' 


troupe; George Garfield, who mas- 

tered four operations, left for Brook- 
lyn. 

Henry Hearn, a United Artists 

| connection, motored in from Char- 

| lotte. N. C.. for a look-see and check- 


| up at the Will Rogers. Got complete | 


O; iB; 
| Madeline Murray (Clark and Mur- 
“ray), who has been fighting arth- 
| ritis, threw away her crutches. 

Correction: It’s a 10-pound boy, 
and not daughter who came to the 
‘Actors Colony skating champion, 
Janet Milne. 

J. Gordon Rogers. who at one time 
managed a show-shop in Camden, 
'N. J.. is a new arrival. 

Bobbie Bernhardt, dancer who did 
'a nine-month Siege in a Toronto 
| hospital with a broken leg, just 
| missed 
'car ditched while enroute to her 

Kansas City home. 

Thanks to Edward Arnold for 
books donated to Earl Redding for 
the San library. 

Adrian Joffra. newcomer, took that 
phrenic operation successfully. 

Write te those whe are ill. 


another set-back when her: 





GrabRadiolfWar 


ny 











Continued from page 1 





_ Europe has caused considerable un- 
| happy speculation among imagina- 
| tive broadcasters and their Washing- 
ton representatives. The worries 
concern getting the stations restored 
after the war and getting private 
enterprise reestablished as before. 
And probably getting the Govern- 
ment out, once in, of the broadcast- 
ing business. 

While the details of M-Day are 
naturally military secrets it is the 
opinion of observers here that many 
radio stations would be victims of a 
partial radio blackout, that key sta- 
tions would probably be run by men 
in uniform. Scores of broadcasters 
are already in the army and navy 
reserves and would, probably, be 
assigned to carry on but under na- 
tional defense control. Censorship 
would be almost automatic from the 
first moment the President declared 
a state of full national emergency. 
(We have had semi-emergency con- 
ditions to date, which is an impor- 
tant shade off normal.) 


War Dept.’s Schemes 


It is known the War Department 
has pretty comprehensive schemes 
all worked out. Just as it has a sys- 
tem for procuring all the required 
supplies and drafts of legislation that 
would put the nation on a complete 
war footing. Even the executive 
orders which the President would 
issue under his ‘national emergency’ 
powers are ready for signature and 
stamping with the U. S. seal. The 
proclamations were revised last sum- 
mer at the time the British and 
French blew the whistle. 


General policy was worked out 
considerably before the outbreak of 
the European tiff, in keeping with 
the War Department’s scheme to 
have comprehensive plans ready for 
use any moment the country’s peace 
is seriously endangered. Roughly, it 
calls for immediate shutting down of 
all stations which cannot be put into 
use by the armed forces, notably 
amateurs, experimental (facsimile, 
television, etc.) and the specialized 
private services. A good many trans- 
mitters, of course, would be occupied 
immediately by men in uniform and 
used for mobilization and operation 
purposes. 





Presumably many commercial 
| broadcasting stations would be 
| gagged or their frequencies pre- 


empted and in many cases the physi- 
cal facilities actually taken over. Not 
all would be shut down or put to 
other use, however, for the strate- 
gists realize the need of outlets for 
propaganda and entertainment pur- 
poses and to maintain the national 
morale. Latter classification includes 
|a good many of the clear-channel 
outlets and some of the regionals. 
Those still operating would be sub- 
| ject to rigid control, with their pro- 


bulletins, speeches, handed to them. 
Compensation 


Compensation is assured the pres- 
ent licensees in event the Govern- 
ment confiscates their property, but 
even after peace—assuming 
| United States came out victorious— 
| the owners of commandeered plants 
| might have a long time collecting. 
| Judging from experiences in 1917- 
| 1918 there would be much litigation, 
with wrangling overvalues possibly 
lasting for a generation. (Some dam- 
| age suits from the last war have not 
| been settled yet.) Differences be- 
| tween Federal Communications Com- 
mission and industry accountants 
about valuation methods would give 
rise to much business for the law- 
| yers, while it is certain the Govern- 
ment would take advantage of every 
means of cutting down the amotnt 
to compensate the owners for lost 
business. 

Actual declaration of war is not 
necessary for the President to put 








| of the military. Provisions of Sec- 


are extremely broad. Even when 
he feels only that there is ‘a threat 
of war’ or chat such action is im- 
perative ‘to preserve the neutrality 
of the United States,’ the Chief 

Executive can suspend or arbitrarily 
change all FCC regulations, shut 
down any transmitter, or direct any 
Federal agency to take charge of 
operations. 

The reparations clause of the law 
puts owners in the position of taking 
what they are offered for immediate 
settlement or assuming the risk and 
| cost of haggling. The President has 
power to fix the ‘just compensation,’ 
but the money still would have to 
be obtained from Congress. Any 
person who thinks the price is in- 
sufficient can collect 75% of the 
amount and then go to court. 


Coming in and going out of the | tams ‘supervised’ and pre-digested | 


the 


the broadcasting industry in control | 


tion 606 of the Communications act , 


State Enters B'way 





AGVA Takes Edgewater, 
Chi, Off Unfair List 


Chicago, May 14. 

Local office of American Guild of 
Variety Artists has taken the Edge- 
water Beach hotel off the unfair list 
following start of negotiations be- 
tvreen AGVA and the hotel for an 
agreement. 

It’s likely the agreemen. will be 
signatured officially this week, the 
contract to call for minimum wages 
for performers and the banning of 
doubling. 


EQUITY, SAG 











Application of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists for further loans 
from Equity and the Screen Actors 
Guild was but partially complied 


with. Vaude union asked for $12,500 
from each, but received only $5,000 
from the legit and picture organiza- 
tions combined. Latter have named 
a joint committee which will con- 
sider advancing more coin to the 
vaude organization, which was 
formed last summer when the Amer- 
ican Federation of Actors was ruled 
out by the Associated Actors & Art- 
istes of America. 

Until lately, AGVA has had a dif- 
ficult time in organizing, and consid- 
erable coin was spent during a 
period when there was literally a 
parade of executive 
Equity loaned $20,000 to AGVA and 
| SAG gave the same amount. Dur- 





| ing a time of stringency the picture | 


| end advanced another $10,000, so that 
| it is owed $32,500 to date, as against 
| Equity’s ‘bills receivable’ of $22,500. 

AGVA is in a better position now 
than at any time since formation. It 
has more than 500 members at the 
World’s Fair, which means a definite 
dues-paying contingent. 


015 YEARS AGOe 


(From Variety) 














Coney Island was going under a 
rehabilitation process that would 
make the Brooklyn spot a year-round 
resort, 








plague of bad plays hitting Broad- 
| wer However, grosses were hold- 
| ing up pretty well, with the drama 
' biz being better than that of the 
musicals. 





Harry Langdon reported to have 
been offered a producer's contract 
calling for $1,700,000 for three years 
at a sliding scale. First year was 
| to pay him $450,000, with the final, 
| $750,000. Outside producers made 
the offer. 








The Orpheum circuit and Balaban 


& Katz were said to be talking of | 


forming a vaude and picture circuit 
| together. Report circulated because 
| of a 50-50 deal between te two for 
| the operation of a Chi vaudfilmer. 





With unofficial figures placing the 
salaries at $15,800, New York Hipp 
bill was said to be the most expen- 
sive ever assembled for a vaude 
house. Paul Whiteman, headlining, 
was getting $7,000. 





| Lee B. Shubert, with Willie Klein, 
‘his attorney, and George B. McClel- 
| land, were sailing for Europe, pre- 
|! sumably to look over six theatres 
| for leasing in Paris ay d London. 





| In returp for the payment in cash 


‘ of $175,000, Arch and Edgar Selwyn, , 


Crosby Gaige and Sam H. Harris 
turned over to A. L. Erlanger the 
Selwyn theatre, Chicago, on a 10- 
year booking arrangement 





Vincent Lopez was given a smash 
reception upon his London arrival 
for dates. Jack Hylton’s band was 
at the dock to greet the American 
maestro. 


LEND AGVA 9G 


secretaries. | 


There were complaints about the | 


Name Competition, 


Hope's $12,500, Heidt’s 216 for 2 Wks. 


a 


| Loew’s State on Broadway has en- 


| tered into the competitive market 
|with the nearby Paramount and 
' Strand for top name bands and per- 
sonalities. Heretofore, the house has 
stayed out of it through being un- 
jable to offer such attractions more 
'than one week’s booking because of 
'second-run films. 

| State’s biggest buy this year thus 
| far is Bob Hope, for week of May 
/30, at $12,500. Salary includes 
Brenda and Cobina, Hope’s radio 
stooges, and Jerry Colonna, Hope 
was originally supposed to go into 
the Paramount, but the latter house 
couldn’t promise him a May 29 open- 
ing date, necessary because of Hope's 
‘radio commitment, so the comic's 
booking was shifted by the William 
'Morris office to the Loew house. 
Last time Hope played Broadway, at 
the Paramount, his salary was re- 
ported around $4,500. 

Another major buy by the State is 
Horace Heidt’s radio unit for two 
weeks, June 13-20, at a total salary 
of $21,000. Heidt will get $11,000 for 
the first week and $10,000 for the 
second. The Strand had been offer- 
ing Heidt a three-week deal calling 
for $10,000 each for the first two 
weeks and $9,000 for the third, but 
Heidt held out for $11,000 for the 
first week and then went over to the 
State via Music Corp. of America. 

Big name splurge by the State is 
figured to be a result of Loew’s op- 





stiff competish from the N. Y. 
World’s Fair this summer. House, 
as an instance, was hurt by the Fair’s 
opening day on Saturday (11), with 
the gross dipping to around $3,500, 
just about half the theatre’s aver- 
age for a Saturday. 


‘COAST PALLADIUM NITE 








| SPOT TO COST MILLION 





Hollywood, May 14. 
Construction will start within a 
month on the Palladium cafe and 
ballroom on Sunset boulevard, just 
off Vine street between the NBC and 
CBS studios. Venture, to cost $1,000,- 
000, is financed by Hollywood, New 
York and Miami coin. ‘ 
Site will cover 70,000 square feet, 
with 55,000 square feet given over to 
the dancery. Cafe will have accom- 
| modations for 600. Maurice Cohen, 
| former picture producer, heads the 
| operating company. 


Fays, Philly Vauder, 
| Folds for Summer 











Fay’s, Philadelphia, vaudfilmer 
|operated and booked by Eddie Sher- 
'man, folds for its usual summer 
hibernation today (Wednesday ). 

| Sherman is now booking vaude 
into two Philly parks, Willard Grove 
and Woodside, both playing five-act 
shows on Sundays only. 





Carman Goes Str.-Pix 
Philadelphia, May 14. 

Vaude becomes almost a dead 
issue in the Philly area next week 
with the shuttering of the Fay’s, and 
the reversion of the Carman to a 
straight pix policy. 

The Towers, Camden, N. J., will 
continue vaude on Fridays, Satur- 
days, and Sunday for the time being. 


Det. Nabe Builds to Full 
W’k in Face of Opposish 


. Detroit, May 14. 

Advent of vaudeville in the big 
downtown houses here hasn't ruffled 
the neighborhood boys, who have 
been steadily building up on it. 

The Harper, large nabe of the 
Wisper & Wetsman chain which has 
been using a half week of vaude dur- 

‘ing the past two months, swung over 
on a full-week policy. Bookings are 
three weeks ahead. 








Pendergast’s Jam 


Buffalo, May 14. 
Thomas Pendergast, 21, who de- 
-cribed himself as a song and dance 
man, was convicted of petit larceny 
in County Court when Mrs. Eleanor 
Zaborowski, 30, complained that she 
gave him $650 last January to de- 
posit in a bank for her and found 
that he deposited only $100. 
Pendergast claimed that the $100 
was all that had been given him. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 15, 1910 











THIS WEEK (May 10) 
NEXT WEEK (May 17) 


show, whether full or split week 


Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 














Loew 


t Virginia Gibson 
Dorothy Blaine 
Loretta lane 
Freda Sullivan 
| Billy Cascade | 
Russell & Farrar 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (16) 
Edi l.> Baron 
> Elgins 
Rath Terry 
Jerry Lester 
Suauny Rice 
D Avolos Co. 
RICHMOND 
Loew 


Orch 





Blue Barren Oren 


Bill's Gay 90's 
Charles Sirickland 
| Gus Wiehe 


Wells & 4 Favs 
Johnny Woods 





WASHINGTON || Bitte! Gilbert 
ils Orraine 

Capitol (1%) | Fred Bishop 
Rhythm Rockets | Spike Harrison 
Gloria Blake i Harold Willard 
Arnaut Bros | Harrys Donnelly 


| Berna Grauer 
Cafe Seclety 
Ore 


Dean Murphy 
Francis & Grey 
Dr Giovanni 


Sullivan 
Hazel Scott 


Tos 








Paramount 


Albert Ammons | 
Johnson 
Turner 


pate 
Joe 
Chateau Moderne 


Mile Jaquelinsa 








NEW YORK CITY 

Paramount (15) 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Connie Boswell 
Margery Daye 
Masters & Rollins 

CHICAGO 

Chieageo (17) 
Bob Hope Co 
Dolores 





| Toni Wood 
Internationals 
tiabriel 


Club 47 | 


Jerry Colonna 
Brenda & Cobina 
George Tapps 
4 Comets 

tate Lake (17) 


Jack laurie 
Happy Felion Orc | “erie eames 
Joe Lewis 
Mildred Bailey ! Club) Ganeho 
Rialto (17) 


Don Miguel Ore 
Maria del Carmen 
Nedra Madera 


Bob Hope Co 








Jacqueline 





Loew’s State, New York 
WEEK MAY 16TH 


SUNNY RICE 


Placed by 
MARK J. LEDDY 


Cotton © Club 


Andy Kirk Ore 
Monchito Ore 
Buck & Bubbles 
Tip. Tap & Toe 
June Richmond 
Vie Terell 
Allen Drew 
| Tommy Wilson 
Edna Holley 
Sister Tharpe 
Cuban Casino 





| Consuelo Moreno 














RKO 


| l.os Ojedas 
| Dolores Laurell 
Don Casanova 


| Emile Pettit 





Diamond Horseshoe 








BOSTON 
Keith (17-19) 
4 Novas 


Tanner & Thomas 
George Prentice 
Billy House Co 
Sievs Geray 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 


Strand (17) 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
3 Diamond Bros 


Walton & O'Rourke 
Rita & Ed Oehman 
(10) 

Guy Lombardo Ore 

Macy Small 
Nonchalants 
Gower & Jeanne 
Vice Hyde 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (17) 
Glen Gray 
Doris Dupont 
(‘ass Daley 
Pansy Sanborn 


Noble Sissle Ore 
Don MeGrane Ore 
| Blanche Ring 
. Gilda Gray 
SYRACUSE | Eadie Leonard 
Strand (17-19) | Julian Eltinge 
Paul Nolan Co | Pat Rooney 
Deep River Co | Harland Pixon 
Digatonoes |; Prof Lamberti 
Oscar Davis | Winit Shaw 
Whitson Bros Lane Bros 
| Horton Spurr 
| Dave Mallen 
Fl Chiece 
Hugo Mariani Ore 
Dorina del Sol 
Belin Estrella 
| Dorita & Valero 
} Carlos Salazar 
(10) " - 
Tommy Riggs Kl Morecco 
Vilma & B Ebsen | Dick Gasparre Ore 


Jack Durant | De Marcos 








Independent 











NEW YORK CITY 
Musie Hall (16) 
HenrieitaSchumann 


Valva Valentinoff 
Krank Faris 
Robert Landrum 
Laura hellogg 


Corps de Ballet 

Rockettes 

Erne Rapee Symph 

Roxy (17) 

T.ucille Page 

Shi reitos 

Ben Yost Co 

Jeauna tanier 

Cae Fosier Gis 

Paul Ash Ore 
BALTIMORE 

Hipoodrome (17) 
wis & Van 

3 Sutoothies 

Nouchatants 

Bert Wheeler Co 
State (19-22) 

4 Macks 

(Two fill) 

18) 


te 
«15- 
Care ros 
Vernons 
(Ouse to fill) 
Royat (17) 
Haitie MeDaniel 
f.arze & Morgner 
CAMDEN 
Towers (17-19) 


Beverly Roberts | Lois Kiliman 
Shyrettos yt Famous Door 
bad grr | Red Nichols Ore 
Red Skelton ) | Doris Rhodes 
nm 
6 Hoffmans | Glea Island Casino 
16 Gae Foster Gls | (Pelham, N.Y.) 
Gower & Jeanne | Bobby Byrne Orc 
Lowe, Hite & Stan: Greenwich Village 
(10) i Casino 
re | gg | Diana Del Rio 
‘ oy = Ruth Kidd 
Christianis ' 
. - i * Mary Jane Brown 
es ee yore Gls Linda March 
ms perles i Frank McCormick 
Sylvia Barry 
Havana-Madrid 
9 De La Rosa Ore 
| Juanito Sanabria Or 
Alberto Torres 
Lita Mova 
| Mona Lisa 
Kanazawa 4 | Luis Rijos 
(One to fill) Hickory House 
HARTFORD ; John Kirby Ore 
State (17-19) | Motel Ambassador 
Re (Trinner Room) 
sucienne & Ashour | Larry Siry Ore 
Luc | Vincent Brasgale Or 


Dr Hoffman | sale 
| Resalean & Seville 





Gil Lamb 
16 Lonergan Gts Hotel Algonquin 
tone te aren } John Buckmaster 
. ot OF Nee ‘ Karol Bauer 
—— (18 only) | Odette Athos 
> « 
Sverett Sanderson Hotel Astor 
Yorke & Tracy Dick Kubn Ore 
4 Macks H’tel Belmont-Plaza 
PHILADELPHIA | Basil Fomeen Orc 
Carman (17) Robinson Twins 
| 4 Co-Eds Grac > Dn vsdale 
Gloria French 3 Musicaloons 
Lee & Mason Hetel Belvedere 
George Beatty | toi "eee ee 
Great Fatudys | Sen weree y 
PITMAN, N. 3 | Hotel Biltmore 
ie a om | Sleepy Hall Ore 
eee Oscar Day Ore 
Bert oh | Corinna Mura 
ert NaKle ‘ : Phyllis Jeanne 
zeeety Holmes 0° tohnny Cook 
(Fwo to fill) | Paul Dilton 
WILLOW GROVE | Ford Harrison 
Willow Grove i Hotel Bossert 
Rert wae f | (Brooklyn) 
. | Eddie fLane Ore 


Everett Sanderson 




















Monroe & Grant Fenwick & Cook Hotel Brevoort 
Helene Denizon Co} 4 Co-Eds Geo Lloyd 
Ruy «Atwell (One to fill) Palomo 
| Morley & Gearheart 
Vera Sanoift 
e ' Hotel Edison 
Cabaret Bills Gray Gordon Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
| Bob Chester Ore 
| Delores O'Neill 
NEW YORK Cir Al Stuart 
Jack Kerr 
Armando’s Beachcomber | Hoetel Lexington 
Frank Mandella Or] Sonny Kendis Ore | pani Metniire Orch 
Pedrite Ore Faith Little | Honolulu Ma‘ds 
Adelaide Moffett Juanita Rios | 
: Chavez Orc } Hotel Liacein 
Barney Gallant's le i ee ee 
Ann Palmer Bill Bertolottt's } pee say to i 
Irena Barclay Don Syivio Orc Hotel MeAlpia 
Nellie Paley Angelo’s Rh’mba tid | J Mesanear Ore 
Carter & Bowle Marioa Wijkins ‘Jeanne DArcy 








Hotel New Yorker 


Larry Clinton Ore | 
Beltta ' 
Alfred Trenkler 
Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman | 
Roberts & Farley | 
Ross Maclean 


Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) | 
Del Courtney Ore 
Mara & Marilynne 
Helene Standish | 
‘Seat’ Powell 

Charley Bourne | 
(ivpsy Lee | 
Sunny Howard | 


Hotel Pennsylvania 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Helen O'Connell | 
Ray Eberle 
Hotel 
Eddy Duchin 
June Robbins 
Jane Pickens | 
Paul Draper 


' Bob Bromley 
, Hob Williams 


Plaga 
ore 


Hotel Roosevelt 


Snooks Friedman O- Frankie Masters Or 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Ore 
Hildegarde 
Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) | 
Zinn Arthur Ore { 
Tommy Taytor ; 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Emile Boreo 
Gonzalo & Christine 
Margaret Scott 
Glenn Pope 
Hotel St Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Waldos’no Rhumba 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniel 





Carolyn Cromly | ; 
| Fabian Andre Orc 


Kay Snell 
Elizabeth Dow 
Rita Lupino 
Virginia Dolf 
Barbara Woods 
Hetel Taft 
Ben Bernie Orc 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Asteria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
Raul & EKva Reyes 
Hurricane - 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Fernando Canay Or 
Harrison & Fisher 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Ja Conga 


| Nano Rodrigo Ore 
| Eliseo Grenet Ore 


Diosa Costelio 
Desi Arnaz 
Rosita Rios 


| Puppy Campillo 


Cesar & Rosita 
Aida Alvarez 
Florence & Alvarez 


La Margalse 


| William Palermo O 


Muriel Welch 
Frances Connolly 
Jeanne Jordan 
La Martinique 
Val 
Fausto 
Danny 
Yvette 


Curbello Or 
Kaye 


' Pancho & Dolores 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Emil Colono 


Larue 

Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 

Le Ceq Rouge 
Nicki Raymond Ore 
Don Marton Orc 
Tisdale 3 

Le Ruban Blew 
Rasha & Mirko 
Paula Laurence 
Valeska Gert 
Sylvie St Clair 

Leon & Eddie's 
Faddie Davis 
l.ou Martin Ore 
Bd 
Rosita Royee 
Caryl Gould 
Lee Sullivan 
Tondelya & 
Una Cooper 


Lopez 


Geraldine & Joe 


Monte Carlo 
Ted Straeter 
Ray Morton Ore 
P & G Hartman 
Christina Jind 


Ore 


Place Elegante 


Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Vincent de Costa 
Art Tubertini 
Tino Donellti 
Queen Mary 

Joe Ellis Or« 
Consuelo 
V McNaughton 
Jnanita Miller 


| Kasterbr’k & Farrar 


Rainbow Grill 


Barry Winton Ore 
Marltynn & Moichae) 


Rainbow Koom 


Ren Cutler Ore (Peacock Km) 
Fritz Prospero Ore , joe Vera 

Beverly Whitney ah 

Lysbeith Hughes Kdgewater Beach 
Fernandes & Montes Hotel 

Baul: Rosini | (Beach Walk) 


Russian Kreichma | 
Dora Boshoer 
Sergei Ignatenko 
Klobotchnik 

S:meon Karavaefft 
Nadia Mirova 

Nastia Poliakova 
Michel Michon 
Mischa Usdonov | 
Volodia Katov Or: 


Stork Club 
Ernie Holst Ore 
Ann Kiess ' 


Carmen 


| Peteh 


| Nellie lLutcher 


|; Miller & Reading 
| Sterner Sis 


| Manny Strand Ore 


| Herb Rudolphs Ore 


| 
Olman Ore | 


Flowerton | 


| Jolinny 


Panchito Ore 
Ann Francine 
Miranda 


LOS ANGELES 


Beverly Wilshire | 
Matty Malnecn Ore 
} 
Biltmore Bowl | 
Stanley Hickman 
Kddy Rio & Bros 
Kred Scott | 
Nelson's Mario’ettes 
Girace Poggi 
Elizateth ‘Tilton 
larry Kent Ore 
Yuyor 
& Deaville 
Cafe La Maze 
Greta Keller 
Helene Carrell | 
Mary MelIntyre 
Tommy Howard 
Club Bali 
Bruz Fletcher 


Cocoanut Grove 
Iee Vanities 
Joe Reichman Ore 
Karl Carroll 


Red bust 


Kill Brady 
Lolita & Ardo 
Zelaya " 
Jean Tighe 

Ames & Arno 
Edward Aguilar Or 


Florentine Garden 
NTG & H'wood Rev 
Lilly McDonaid’s oO; 
Grace Hayes Lodge | 
Charlie Foy 
Joe Krisce 
BKoters & Borgia 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Sammy Wolf 
Jeffrey Gill 
Johnny Black Ore 

It Cafe 

Daryl Harpa Ore 

La Conga 
Nesta & Talya 





CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 


Virginia Hayes 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Hadiey Gis 
Art Kassel Ore 
| Marion Holmes 
Noll & Nolton 


Blackhawk 


| Bob Crosby Ore 

| Marion Mann 
Vicki Allen 

| Orrin & Betty 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 

Dale Evans 

Pliner & Earl Ore 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 

Florence Schuman 





Cecile Vittman 
| Joan Baylor 
| Vito Maneint 
Bill Blacido 
Broadmont 
Jack Farrell 
| Patsy Gale 


Jane LaVonne 
|; Joan Talbot 
Danielle 


Chez Paree 
Georges & Jalna 
Sophie Tucker 
Everett West 
| Evans Gls 
|} Mimi Kellerman 

Lou Breese Orc 


| Club Alabam 


Ethel Brown 
Marion Moore 
Sadie iToore 
Bernard & Henrie 
Rernie Adler 
Kiffie Rurton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Ore 
Horothy Dale 
Eeeic Roth Ore 
Club Minuet 
Patsy Mac 
KRetty Saxon 
Mickey Sheridan 
Jeanne Bell 
Sherry Wynn 


| K'by Foo’s Vendome 
| Kay Kalie Ore 


} Harriet Norris 





Phyllis Nobles 
Annette Kennedy 
Are Fischers Gre 
| Del Estes 
| 

Colony Club 
Carmen 
% t.a 
Lobby 


Carlos 





Mirando 

Playas 

hamos 
Molina Ore 

Colosimes 

Tack 
Billy 
Jerry 
Pha org 

|} Weber Sis 
Pronaph Gls 


Club Dellsa 


Dorise Bradiey 
} Sum Theard 
| Marion Abernathy 
| Wesley Long 
Chippie Hill 
6 Jitterbugs 
| Rhythm Wille 
Cherle: [yom 
tartelle GI 
Red Saunders On: 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 


Johnny Banga Orc 


Prince 
Gray 


bergren 


Fred Martin Ore 
hno& Verna Pickert 
Clyde Rogers 
Glenn Tiughes 
Doreen Gis 


Hlerb Foote 
845 Club 


| Herbie Ore 





Don Aria Ore 
Pura Raves 
Honnert 
Franke’s Casino 
Mary Camp 
Diane Clifton 


al 


Cass Franklin 
Albenicea 

Jo Ann 

Sons Purple Sage 





Paul Neighbors Or | 
Philllp Lopez Ore } 
Paris Inna | 
Norman & Beverly | 
Mason & Page 
Dorothy Heller 
Dominic 


| Marg’rite & M'rtines, 


Ken Henryson 
Erie Massey se 
Henry Monet 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 


Seven Seas 
Hawk Shaw 
Jimmie Lowell 
LAillian Gibson 
Bob Mathews 
Puanani 
Sam Koki Ore 

Slapsy Muaxte’s 
Lewis & Moore 
Margie Gerretson 
Oshins & Lessy 
Maxie Rosenvioom 
Roy Sedley 
Jerry HRrandow 
John Scott Ore 

Somerset House 
Harrys Ringland 
Una Wyte 
3 High Hats 
Lou Satlee Ore 

Swanne ton 
Cleo Brown 
Charlie Evans 

Topsy’s 
Valentines 
Iuynn Sterling 
Zara Lee 
Joe Barros Bi 
Sterling Young Orc | 
Victor Hugo 


Herry King Ore 
Jerry Lester 


Dwight Fiske 
Wilshire Bowl 
Don & Beverly 
Phil Harris Ore 
Ruth Robins 


Don & Lee 
hay Karrol 
Helen Fox 
Boddy Kirby 
Dick Conrad 
Bob Tinsley Ore 
Gay 90's 
Tonya 
Juanita Willis 
Gloria Knight 
tiinger Woods 
Bob Danders 
Giraemere Hotel | 
(Glass Heuse Km) | 
| 
| 
| 





Jr Or 


Hal Munroe Ore 
Wynn Faire 
Nord Richardson 
Harry’s New York 
Ralph Cook 
Margie Welly 
June Glory 
Hart & Allison 
Alan Rogers 
Dorothy Johnson 
Mel Cole Ore 
Three Talenis 
Hoveler Gls 
Hi Hat 
Willie Shore 
Mary McCormie 
Mary Grant 
Conway Sis 
Kersten Gis 
Jimmy Cassidy Ore 
Ivanhoe 
Rit Kat 4 
Al Trave Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Helen Sumner 
Al Veirra Ore 
L’Aigton 
Mary W Whilpatrick 
Kusebio Concialdl 
Deon Quixote Ore 
Ennio Bolognini Or 
Hotel La Salle 
«Biue Front Koom) 
Jack Chapman Ore 
liberty lon 
Valerie 
Roma 
Ann Heim 
Idolita 
Jack Taylor 
Deon Dunn 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Karl Wiley ore 
Millstones 
lo Whitman 
Nyra Lou 
Stringer 
[irae 
Val 
Joseph 











bon 


‘eve 


(3 
Muriel 
(Cullis 
Wray 


Pre) 


tne 
Bol Ore 
Merrisom Hotel 
(Boston Oyster j 
House) 


Manfiea Gotrhelt 


Old Heidelberg 
Old Heidelberg © 
Murray Octett 
Raoul hantrow 
Sally Shariat 
Hlelen Westbrook 


Palmer House 
Empire Koom 
Hal Kemp Ore 
Singothies 
Rov travis 
George Taps 
Bob Allen 
Janet Blair 
Jack le Mare 
Abbott) Danvers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis | 
(Vauther Room) | 
Ben Poilack Orc 
Alics Kavan 
Alex & Santos 
ilk Russell 
Armide 
Jitterbugs 
Gloria Fave 
= ' - 
| Marx 





Silver Cloud 


Jimmy Ames 
Lou Fotds 
June Vail 


| Beryl 


| Kay 


| (riants 


1! Al 


| Billy 


| Hildebrand 38 


1 Al 


Elinor Daniels 
Harel Zalus 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gis 
Joan Dare 
Litt Dawn 


| Maxine De Shon 


Carol Chappelle 
Roberta Roberts 
Joel & Annette 
Bernice Lind . 
Don & Betty Lynne 
Sharone 
Boots Burns 
Dolly Sterling 
Alyse Serf 
Carrie Finnelle 
Sot Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Koom) 
Griff Williams Ore 
Walter King 


PHILADELPHIA 


Arcadia 


Duvals 

Al Blane 

Bill Shannon 
Shaw & Meade 
Vincent Gionattl 
Jobnny Carlin Ore 


Burgundy Room 
Bellevue-Stratford 
Hotel 


| Dick Wharton's Ore 
| Fred Niedland 


Cadillac Tavera 
nldy Thomas 
Grace O'Hara 
Chadwicks 
Darlene 
3 Littl Words 
Hlendrignes & A 
6 Cadillac Crackers 
Billy Hayes Orch 
Cedarwood Cabin 

(Malaga, N. J.) 


Pst i’rocellt 
Nikki Nikolal 
Betty Williams 


KFrankte Scoluth 
Walt Teinple Ore 
Club 15 


Dolmadears 

Dick Thomas 

David & Ww Cooper 

Dorothy Bollinger 

Jerry Delmar Ore 
Club Bali 


& Duon 
Nat Brandwynne 
Peter Sis 
Johnny Howard 
Cotton Club 


Johnson 
Evans 
Curley 
& MarKo 
& Ford 


Cross 


Myra 
Bobby 
Reds 
Moore 
Wintield 
May Joy 
Wendell 
Crescent Log Cabin 
(Gloucester Hghts, 


Ore 
& 


Mason 


a 


Joe Kraft Ore 
June Kldrldge 
Starke & borne 
Walker 
Dutkin’s 
Rathskeller 
Frank Ponti 
& Yvonettes 
Doris King : 
Violet Lewandos 
Jane O'Neill 
Verna McGovern 
Yvonne De Brier 
Joe & Julie 
Frances Deva 
Irving 
Kmbassy 
Geo Clhifera 
Sue Carlyle 
Setty Carlyle 


Mildred Fenton 
Emily Jewel 
clad Hall 

Adele Norville 
Florence Vestof 
Judy Barreit 
Billy Maples 
Curt Weller Ore 


Virginia Renault 
Kay Keeny 
Stephanie Snyder 
Carmen Montoya 
Mary Williams 
Trudy Martin 
Pedro Bianco Ore 
Evergreen Casino 


Jimmy Costello 
Vee Ames Gls 


Kay Allen 
Romero & Rosita 
tuth Clayton 


Jimmy Raye 
Marygalita 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
1523 Locust 
Montova 
Challis 
Harrison 
Sue & Pepper 
Flelen Wilson 
Bubbles Shelby 
Evelyn Bradley 
Betty Stone 
Betty Mckee 
Laverly 


Pola 
Beth 
Muriel 


| Kings of Swing Or 
Franklin 


Hotel Ben 
Garden 


Val 


Terrace 
Ore 
Ciay 90's 
Chie Wra''ioeune 
Muriel Nichols 
Helen Dorsey 
Rubber Leys Wms 
of Rhytom 
Ward Townsena 
Gruber’s Hof Brae 
Johny 
Mann 
Nadine 
Menyva 
Graber 
Marie 


Ernie 


Ore 


Laner 
& Videll 


Alba 


Heuort's 
Andre & Frances 
Kay ODay 
Blank 
Ernie McGee 
Chas Verne’s Ore 

Hildebrand’s 
Lestie Sis 
Matto & Therese 
rill 
Pete Hays 
I.vdia White 
Blossom Gis 
Abe Sherr 
Maurice Belmont 


Hef Brau O| 


0} 


Brastow Ore | 





Bobby [ee Ore 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Hawallan Roof) 


Vierra Ore 





! 








| Beale Sireet Boys 
University Trio 
Spatola’s 
Susan Lang 
Hall Hoffer 
Nine Nanni 
Sally La Marr 


Dick Buckley 
Mill DeWitt 
Crystal Cook 
Jerry Gerard 
Red Wilson Ore 
Swingland 


Johnny Long Ore 
George Gould 

Pops & Lurie 
Butterbeans & Bue 
Nick Brooks Gls 


Thompson's 16 Club 


Ray Revnolds 
Steve Stutland Ore 
Di Novi Twins 
Louise Shannon 
Thelma Marland 
Pat Thomas 
Marsh McCurdy 
Yar 


Dorias Wittich Ore 
Janina LaBoda 
Claudia Coralll 


Jack Lynch's 
(H Walton Roof) 


Vincent Rizzo Ore 
George Jessel 
leon & Mace 

Bob Russell 
Buster Shaver 
Olive & George 
Baroness Cichiny 
Glamour Gls ¢14) 
Herb Dubrow 

Nell Fontaine Ore 


Jam Session 
Joe Verrecchia 
Freddie Kornfeld 
Max Spector 
Jim Thorpe 


Hotel White Way 
(Atco, N. J.) ’ 
Page & Cody 
Garvay 
Dottie Small 
Johnny Kraus Ore 


Latimer Club 


Michael Travis Ore 
Grace Devine 
Jean Sargent 
Beverly Fisher 
‘Tommy Monroe 
Barbara Bradiey 


Lexington Casino 
Charlie Gaines Ore 
tube, Johnnie, Ed 
Cashie Costello 
Lillian Fitagerald 
Kitty Wolfe Rev 
Pete Hayes 
Frankie Richardson | 
Tubby Blake 
Tiny Harris 
Karl Kay 
Mike Jaffree 
Shandor & 
Harry Rose 


Margo 


Lide Venice 
Ben Perry } 
Jule Ello 
3 X's 
Johnny Joseph 
Pen HRaymond 
Litth Kathskeller 


Ruth Wayne 
3 Paganos 
Walter Green 
rances Faye 
Jackie Miles 
Gardner & Nane 
Victor Hugo Ore 
Minstrel Tavere 


stella Belmont 
Ka McGoldrick 
Margie Marsh 
(fissie Loftus 
Marriott's K'm 
Manoa Ina 
Wayne & Kenon 
Covans 
Marie Kovelli 
Jack Hutchinson 
Dianne tochell 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Edythe Sallade 
New Leader Cafe 
I.ee 


ww 


Ore 


| 
Virginia 
Maxine Scoit 
Peggy LaMarr 
Bill Mayo Ore 
Lenny Burkie 
Johnny Flyna 
Rose Gillan 


Open Door 


Alan Gale 


Stamp’s Cafe 
Bert Lemish Ore 
Paul Mohr 
Vilma La Vitto 
Helen Wilson 
Mimi Rollins 
Harlem 
4 Coeds 
Nora Williams 

Silver Lake Ina 

(Clementon) 
Alice T.ucey 
Golden Pair 
Suzanne Browa 
Mile lorraine 
Red Thornton 
M Familiant Ore 
George Reed 


20th Century 
Sonny Tufts 
Ginger Lynn 
Korn Kobblers 
iray 
Wharton Sis 
Billie Deck 
Terry Jnumes 
Hal 


Venice tirille 


Burns & Burnache 
Dolores Dell 

Vie Nelson Ore 
Ed Scarry Gavin 
Viola Klaiss 

Rose Venuti 

Fay Wray 

Viking Cafe 


Chie Mullery 
Jim Naegra Orc 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morten Ore 
Maynard Deane 
Nita Norman 

Arlington Lodge 
June Gardner Ore 

Balconades 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Dave lucas 
Frannie “Rago 

Bill Green’s 


Club Petite 
Piceolo Pete Ore 
Betty Page 
Yvonne & I.aMarr 
Betty Benz 
Ted Blake 
Flo Parker 
Eddie Morris 
Bernie Lambert 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 

Hotel Henry 

(Silver Grill) 
Nelson Maples 
Beverly Bennett 
George Weber 

(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Evergreen Gardens 
Ore 


Ore 


Frank Jay 


Daisy, the Horse 
Wally Hamilton 
Ona 


Arnold Aris 
Mile Yvonne 
Lyken Sis 

Hotel Roosevelt 
3 Suns 

Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Carol Mansfield 
Hotel Wm. Penn 

(Chatterbox) 

lang Thompson Or 
Peggy Nolan 
Foo Martin 
Chuck Eaton 
(Continentai 
Billy 


Bar) 


Catizone 


CLEV 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Don Francisco 
Clemens & Helling 
Cordonna & Corinne 
Mildred Smith 
Myron Rsan 
Margaret Aemmer 





Johnny Leary 
Marie Latell 
Illeana 
Edna Thompson | 
Jerry Vance 
Shannon & Mein | 
Ted Oliver Orc 
Palumbo's 
Howard Reynolds 
Ka Roeker 
Hal HKayimnond 
Mae Raymond 
Mazzone & Abbott | 
Valez Dancers 
Philadelphia 
6 Froliceties 
Billy Nenny 
Rod Rodgers 
lee Lamont 
Sally McDonough | 
Haves Watson 
King’s Jesters | 
Betty Barr 
Fred Chapelle 
Ruth Hannon | 
Purple Derby 
Jackie 
Irvine 
Morty 
Powells 
Stetson 
Sunny Jou 
Jean La Mar 
Billy Newseme 
Nan Getty & Ann 
Margie Meaty 
Retty Mealy 
Altice Gormiey 
Red Lien Inn 
Day Sis 
Mad Chambers Ore 
Wiity Smith 
Jack Griffin 
Sansom House 
Milt Aivers 
Indl Stanton 
rudds Nugent 
Bill Donahue 
Kendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Koom 


Horner 
Burk’s Ore 


Roys 





Stork Clab 
4 Modernettes 
Billy Daniels | 


! 


|; Norman 


| Bill 


|} Herman Pirchner 


Alrway Club 
Troy Sinser Ore 
Judy Black 

Cedar Gardéna 
Duke Metvin Ore 
l.ethis Hill 
Sparkplug George 
Nan Show 
Billie & Millie 

College tan 
Brill Ore 
Barron 
Freddie's Cafe 
Ralph 
Corinne & 
Velva Wyte 
Golden Gate Gis 
Freddie Carione On 

Gourmet Clab 
Ore 
Lockman 


Hy 


Lewis 
LaVelle 


F Robinson 


Hanna Grille 
Joy Robinson 
Lenny Colver 
Pat Ryan 
Pete Zuma 


Hotel Allerton 
Grant Wilson 


Henry Patrick Ore” 


Rythmanes 


Thompson Ore 


Everett Hoagland O 


{ Versailles Village Bara Mignon Bob Kirk . Barry Prince & C | Shela & Heari 
Jack Denny Ore Babette Gls Buddy Marine 2 Stewart Sis Louie 
M Bergera Ore Elaine & Barry Ray Steiber Ore Susie ‘@ Marrone & Galle Billy Lee 


Cortello’s Canines 

Betty Stoug 

Joan Coraz 

Sonny Rae 

Jimmy Naegra Ore 
Warwick Hotei 

Herb Hagenor Ore 


Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 

Jules Flacco Ore 

Bob Merrill 

Victoria Troup 

R & B Powers 

Ted & Hetty Yaft 

Pat Sullivan 

Ted & Julia 

Dave Peterson 

Kilmer Seltzer 

Ilge Hart 

Sceudeis Alpine Tr 

Syd Golden 

Rethe'r Eldoradians 


Wilson’s 


Joe. Hough, m.e, 

$8 Guardsmen 
Marion 

VYexas ‘lommy 
Jordon & Grace 
Clayton Jehnson 
Harry Johnson Ore 
Geo Bakay 


Yacht Club 


*| Jimmy Evans 
Sunny Mason 
Teddy Forrest 
Deane Collier 
4 Music Hall 
Lillian Russo 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holtz 

Jane Patterson 

Mary Navis Ore 





Gis 


PITTSBURGH 


| Harry Martin 
Johnny Fritz 


Al DiLernia 
| Kenny wood 
| Clyde Knight Ore 


| Janet Lee 


New Peon 
June Gardner Ore 
Gerry Gray 
Bennie Boyle 
Duvals 
Frankie Marvel 
Blanche 

Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Daro & Korda 
K Behney Gls 
6 Whirlwinds 
Angelo Di Palma 

Nut House 
Jim Buchanon 
Iftarry Nosokoft 
Kishep Bros 
Whacky Wayne 
Joe Klein 
Mood Walson 


Alice Brooks Ore 

Orchard 

Jimmy Gamble Ore 

| Jay Loring 

Chuck Miller 
Vines 

Ray Englert Ore 
Riviera 

Will Good Ore 


Yacht Club 

|; H Middleman Ore 
| Jackson & Clifford 
Barbara Long 
Troy & Lynne 
Shirley Heller 

H’ wood Blondes (6) 
| Sky-Vue 
Cyril Woistman Or 
Helen Young 
Union Grill 
Yagello 

| Frank Natale 

| Mike Sandreite 
Webster Halt 

! Michele Bertoia 


ELAND 


Hotel Cleveland 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 
| Frank Flynn 
| Candy Candide 
i Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Orc 


Hotel Hollenden 
Watkins Or 
Janis 

& Novello 
Wilfrid DuBois 
Romany 3 


Hotel Statler 
| Frank Gagen Ore 
Frank Ovanin 


Jack & Eddie's 
Broadway Tillie 
Rubertino, Roberts 
Bebe Sherman 
Sammy Lippman 
Arlene Rice Ore 


Art 


Sammy 
Deane 
Enrico 





Lindsay’s Sky-Club 
Mae Cartlisie 
Raysor 

Pearl Del.ucca 
Judy Preston 
Harold Simpson 


Una 
Roy 


Monace’s Cafe 
DeMar & Denise 
Joan Maylen 
George Paderewski 
Kay Whitney 
Bob Opitz Ore 

Southern Tavern 
Lee Allen Ore 





DETROIT 


Book-Cadilhie Hotel 
(Book Casine) 
Jack “Meyers Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Vie Abbs Ore 
Bowery 
Morris & Rogers 
Barbara Bannisior 
Dave Monahan Co 
Serranos 
Hillie Mochell 
Francine 
Jitterbugs (3) 
Boweryettes (12) 
Johnny King 


, Chas Carlisle 
| Benny Resh 


Ore 


Blue Lantern 


Commodore Club 
f Four Blenders 
) Alma & Roland 
| Volmar Girls (6) 
Libby tangford 
Hark Thomas Ore 
Corktown Tavern 


Dick Haviland 
Relva White 
| Curtiss & Clatre 
Kiddie Jardon 
| Billy Movlen 
| Betiv Borns 
| & Nesters 
Eddie Lratton Ore 
H Hund's 
Ann Dhyne 


Tweedy Schwartz 0 
London Chop House 


Al & Joan Allen an 
Irving Harmon ; Verboby oO I'a rrei 
Freda l.azier | Don Rafael Or: 
Glamour Gls (6) Pura Reyes 
Temple Mayfatr 
lee Walters Ore 1 Git Raye 


(Continued 


on page 48) 


1 
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VARIETY 


HOUSE REVIEWS 





“MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Frank Paris, Valya Valentinof, | 
Henrietta Schumann, Robert Land- 
rum, Laure Kellogg, Belle Flower, 





‘Johnson y then shifts 
gears while © Harding, regular 
m.c., baritones ‘Hear Voice Praying,’ 
well spatted. 

Pace again aboutfaces to line of 


comedy chatter between Busse and Géudsmith Bros. 


| 
| 


j 
} 


lores Pallet, Amy Revere, Rock- | Ducky Young, novelty singer. Young | 
ee Music Hall Chorel Ensemble, | lends the broadest comedy interpre- | 


Music Hall Corps de Ballet: ‘My Son, | 
My Son’ (UA), reviewed im VARIETY | 
March 13. } 





A niftily staged production num- 
per built around “Rhapsody in Blue’ 
highlights the Russell Markert show 
here this week. The George Gersh- 
win composition, very effectively ar- 
ranged, is the highlight of the stage 
program, but ether of its units also 
add up to a very satisfying com- 


site. 

PeMarkert calls his presentation ‘1. 
Always Say,’ and as a switch from 
the routine generallv followed by 
theatre producers, employs three 
Jadies to represent the Florodora 
era, with music to match, as an in- 
troductory gag for each number. 
They are Belle Flower, Dolores Pal- 
Jet and Amy Revere, who appear as 
gossips and, 


In 


quence. é ; 

This portion is called ‘True Blue.’ 
A nocturnal sky and stars back- 

ound, with a piano and Henrietta 
ge ehumann on a modernistic raised 
platform upstage. The 
mixed choral group is in the fore- 
ground, and, together with the 
chorus and symphonic orchestra, 
contributes the Gershwin classic. 
Miss Schumann, who has been here 
before, plays the piano portions of 
the number exceptionally well and 
the arrangement for the chorus adds 
to the general effecti. eness. 

Valya Valentinoff, classical dancer, 
also here before, is featured in the 
setup with the ballet girls billed as 
‘Make Hay While the Sun Shines.’ 
Setting is farmlike ana most of the 
toe dancers appear as farmerettes. 
An oldtime barn dance is mixed 
into the routine. Valentinoff, in 
rags, does a bucolic terv that is novel 
but not particularly distinctive. 

The little figures Frank Paris 
manipulates look even smaller here 
than they would elsewhere, and to 
accentuate that angle, the house has 
provided a drop carrying the design 
of a giant. Paris is a strong click 
with his marionets, the skater, the 
ae and the boy on the bike 

eing outstanding. 

Gene Snyder has used the Rock- 
ettes very effectively this week and 
the costume department has given 
them plenty of color. The Rockettes 
dovetail into the finale, ‘I Always 
Say,’ a special tune that is well sung 
by Robert Landrum and Laura Kel- 
logg. The music was written by 
Robert Emmerich and the lyrics by 
Albert Stillman. For the blowoff, 
the entire company breaks into the 
song. It is a tuneful melody, a little 
reminiscent of an old pop. 

Business Thursday evening (9) 
good, Char. 


TOWER, K. C. 





a brief bit, open the | 
‘Rhapsody in Blue’ production se-) 


theatre’s | 


tations to ‘Ma’ and ‘Jimmy Had a 
Nickel. 
Closer is ‘Dark Eves.’ 


Pace , 
| throughout is fast, and a few lapses | 


noticeable at opening performance | 


had disappeared by evening. Quin. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, May 11. 
Jimmie Lunceford Orch (15), 
Miller Bros. & Lois (3), Dandridge 
Sisters (3), Swan & Lee; ‘Women 
Without Names’ (Par). 











a rep and rhythm suitable for this 
family-time house, the Lunceford 
orchestra indicates a_ satisfactory 


week both at the boxoffice and for 
audience satisfaction. On the stage 
the band’s routine is split in two, at 
the beginning and finish of the 
vaude show, with the three acts 
spotted in the middle. 

Band whangs home four numbers 
/at the opening and closing, and does 
its most solid work with the straight 
jameroo. There’s plenty of excellent 
work by the cornets and trombones, 
and crew deserves commendation for 
the excellent job it did in support- 
ing the vaude acts. 

Topping the turns are 
Bros. & Lois, a dancing trio’ with 
some sockeroo acrobatics that mark 
them apart from the general run of 
hoofing acts. 


ish. Especially effective 
platform, a circusy stunt giving the 
act both novelty and flash. 
Dandridge Sisters are a neat lit- 
tle vocal trio who sing three num- 


with their swing tunes. weakest on 
the ballad. Swan and Lee have 
some standard laughs in their two- 
man comedy crossfire. The comic 
has a good flair for lowdown hukum 
and good eccentric hoofing, which he 


develoved. 
Business good at the last show 
Friday (10). Gold 


APOLLO, N. Y. 








Willie Bryant, House Line 
Madeline Belt 
Nash & Evans, Moke & Poke, 
Jackie Mabley, Louis Prima Orch 
(4) with Lillian Carroll; ‘Shooting 
High’ (20th). 


(16), 





What has long since been thought 
to have been eclipsed by a new era 


tion here this week at the Apollo. 
For fully 20 minutes toward the end 
of this 105-minute bill, Jackie 





Kansas City, May 11. 
Henry Busse Orch (15), with Billy 


Sherman, Johnson Wright & Ducky | 


Young, Rollo and Verna Pickert, The 
Great Ballantine, Lester Harding, 
House Line; ‘Viva Cisco Kid’ (20th). 


Master of the trumpet, Henry 
Busse, and his orchestra with ac- 





companying acts are a change of. 
This crew of | 


diet at the Tower. 
semi-unit structure is in contrast 
to the usual variety bill of imported 
acts with house line, band and m.c. 

The running time is up to 60 min- 
utes, the admission price is up to 
35c. (evenings, against the hereto- 
fore unbroken 25c. straight), and the 
Standard of entertainment is also 
better. Show is still a bargain at 35c,. 


and the house is benefitting box- | 


officially from the changed menu. 
Familiar ‘Hot Lips’ is the band 


opener, with ‘Song of India’ for a | 
Busse | 


chaser, both in hot tempo. 

d, three trumpets besides the 
leader, three trombones, four saxes, 
drums, guitar, piano and bass viol, 
Is well equipped for most any kind 
of popular music, but crew is best 
identified by a brassy warmth 
throughout. 

Brief interlude is given to the 
house line in a rhythm softshoe. 
Music is resumed in a four-ply med- 
ley wherein the band goes hot on 
Say Si Si’ and ‘What's Matter With 
Me,’ Busse goes soft on ‘Too Roman- 
tic and a trombone quartet clicks off 
& sweet specialty on ‘Stardust.’ In 
this offering leader also exhibits a 
vocal trio. 

In roster of accompanying acts the 


Pace is well abreast of the orchestra. | 


The Great Ballantine the first single, 


draws a line of chuckling comedy | 


through -his suave and clever bung- 
ling of standard magician tricks. 
1s chinning also lifts the act. 
Singing is next entry. with Billy 
erman crooning ‘How High Moon’ 
and ‘Wish Upon Star’ with regula- 
tion throatiness. On a_ different 
Seale, the entire band works out as a 
glee club on a snecial arrangement 
of ‘When Day Is Done.’ with Busse’s 
familiar trumpet solo climaxing. 
Rollo and Verna Pickert add 
dancing to the bill with a trio of 
novelty and acrobatic routines which 
Could be termed semi-eccentric. 
They’re back later, following the 
line on stilts for their specialty. 
. Johnson Wright of the sax sec- 
Non heads a torrid rendition of. 


Mabley, a femme character who 
might have been conceived in bur- 
lesque, tosses the darkest indigo 
which she’s presently masquerading 
}as an act. 

Miss Mabley is a fat femme whose 
|ill-kempt attire is part of the act, 
the type of which she’s used here 
before on many occasions. But 
never as filthy as the one she’s put- 
ting on this week. Indulging in 
‘banter with Louis Prima, whose 
band is the headliner, Miss Mabley’s 
‘turn is something that’s absolutely 
out of place in vaude. At this catch- 
ing there was a hushed silence at 
some of her raw gags. Prima’s con- 
vulsive effect at her jokes probably 
lent encouragement to her con- 
| tinuing. 

Otherwise, the rest of the bill is 
| sufficiently okay on its own, though 
there’s little boxoffice draught. One 
production number is better than the 
usual to be found here, wherein the 
16 colored chorines are in a brisk 
high-kick routine to a medley of 
‘Star’ tunes that has as its base ‘Wish 
| Upon a Star.’ The latter is sung by 

Madeline Belt and Bunny Briggs. 
youngsters who make a couple of 
|other appearances throughout the 
presentation for other singing and 
hoofing chores. Briggs’ voice is the 
| hush-hush tvpe, not particularly ef- 
fective, while the girl is compara- 
tively okay. 

Nash and Evans (New Acts) are 
the only white act on the bill, out- 
side of the band troupe, and they 
click nicely with their hoofing and 
| rope-spinning. Moke and Poke are 
typically Harlemese in their hoofing 
and go over in a smash manner, par- 
ticularly in their simulation of a 
couple of jitterbugs. with the smaller 
‘of the pair donning gingham in 
keeping with his dame role. 

Willie Bryant is back for a second 
consecutive week. and he appears to 
be a fugitive from an act. Recent ; 
out of ‘Mamba’s Daughters. fr 
which he gave a scene with Et 
Waters, the show’s star. at 
Apollo last- week. Bryant has 
to say or do this week except 4 
tempt to ad lib his wav through the 
emceeing. With the right material. 
it probably would be a different 
story, since’s he’s got the ability to 
get across. Prima under Band Re- 
| views. 

Biz way off at final show Friday 
(10). 






& Bunny Briggs, | 


STATE, N. Y. 





Three Samuels & Harriet Hayes. 
(2), Dean Murnvhy, 
Gertrude Niesen. Milt Britton Orch 
(14), uxth Tommy Rafferty, Gene 
Greyson iamateur), Ruby Zwer- 
ype pit erch; ‘Road to Singapore’ 
(Par), 





Current State show is a slow- 
moving affair and overlong. Run- 


| ning 85 minutes, it becomes tiresome 
| long before the zaney Milt Britton 
|} crew makes a shambles of the stage 


at the finale. 


There's variety in the bill, but 


also a tendency by virtually every 


/ terial for more than it’s worth. 


One of the top colored bands, with 


Miller | 
| They got a good measure of lauzhs, | 


They make a fine ap-_ 
pearance in tails and then use ele- 
vated platforms for a whirlwind fin- | 
is their, 
acrobatic hoofing on a narrow high . 


bers pleasantly enough, doing best. 


merely hints at. Latter should be’ 


act to stay too long. No sooner does 
one turn wear out its welcome than 
another comes on milking its ma- 


First endurance test comes with | 
the Three Samuels and Harriet | 
Hayes. Its a mixed foursome, with 
th bovs ecsavying comedy, but prov- 
ing strictly fair hoofers. Their 
laugh efforts are of a yesteryear 
vintage and small-timev. One of | 
the girls .evidently a sister, works 
with the bove 38s a dancing trio, 
while Miss Haves executes a high- 
kick, acrobatic solo in nice fashion. 


Her costume, though pretty, looks | 
a little too cumbersome, however. | 
They sll work as a foursome in a 


military routine for the finale, but 
stretch it to the breaking point. 
Gaudsmith Bros... deucing with 
their standard French poodle act, 
also anpneared to be working oven- 
ing night mueh slower than usual. 


but didn’t helo the pace. nor does 
Gertrude Niesen. who follows, hypo 
things. Bene strictly a singer, she’s 
naturally stationary. Attired in a 
neat white gown, vlus her flam- 
boevant head dress of reddish blonde 
hair, she’s a nifty picture on the 
stage. Her vocals are also plenty 
forte. esnecially the three versions 
of ‘Oh, Johnny.’ each one more tor- 
rid than the other until the Mae 
Westian blowof?. 

Another standstill turn is next-to- 
closing in Dean Murphy, the rapid- | 
fire mimic. He runs the gamut of. 
personalities from A to Z, winding 
up with one on President Poosevelt 
that’s not exactly in the best 
taste and doesn’t add anv motion to 
the rostrum. His natural abilitv and 
personality, however. gave him a 


of 


i terrific sendoff and he had to beg 
| off with a noem on the meaning of 


‘Hell’ at this catching. 

Britton’s band. with the fine ec- 
centric hoofing of Tommy Rafferty, 
winds up. Act hasn’t changed in the 
last few vears and its knockabout: 
eomedv is becoming rather stale, the 
reception and number of lauchs 
here clearly ‘evidencing this. This 
act also stretches bits to the ragged 


| Doint, making oldies all the more 
| tiresome. Musieally, it’s strictly a 
gag. 
S 


of show biz has a startling resurrec- | 


Gene Gravson, winner of Jimmy 
Walker's WHN amateur contest on 
the stage here last week (6), is in- 
serted in the Britton turn for a ren- | 
dition of “The Last Roundup.’ It 
sounds more like a last gasp in| 
monotone. 

Business was only fair Thursday 
night (9), probably due to the fact 
that ‘Road to Singapore’ was run 
dry in four weeks at the Paramount | 
down the street. Scho. | 


HIPP, BALTO 


Battimore, May 12. 
Dare Acclion Varieties with Danc- 
ing Darlings (10), Filipino Orch 
(13). Anita Jakobi, Ben Beri, 
Maurice & Marvea. Carol Manners, 
Doris Duvont, Gil and Bernice 
Maison; ‘Doctor Takes a Wife’ 
(Col.). 


} 
| 








Strong layout. Back after some 
years, Dave Apollon has assembled 
a fullsome company of specialists. 
Utilizing his mandolin-accented Fili- 
pino orch, he comes through with a 
pleasing and fast-moving potpourrl 


of better than standard entertain- 

ment. ; 
A practiced showman, Apollon 
works hard throughout the entire 
lfully and 


doings, pacing matters skil 
building effect with each® succeed- 
ing interpolation. Nicely routined 
line of 10 weaves in and out to good 
effect. Orchestral backing, peculiar 
as to instrumentation of three brass, 
three sax and four pluck instruments, 
besides the piano and bass, gives 
adequate if somewhat loud accom- 
paniment. Scores best when called 
upon for typical Hawaiian or gypsy 
arrangement. Apollon pitches in 
throughout with his top-flight man- 
dolin strumming. 

Snappy opening by line and gag- 
ging intro of gals by Apollon start 
matters and pace holds with acro- 
batic hoofery by Anita Jakobi. 
Nicely dressed in long, flowing eve- 
ning gown. which gives contribu- 
tion more distinction than usual for 
rope of smart-working 

sells series of nip-uns to big 
returrs. Followed by Ben Beri, jug- 
gler, who provides the usual stuff 
balls and clubs. Looks and 
himself well. 

Interlude of Hawaiian and gypsy 
stuff by Apollon and his ensemble 
makes for good change for pace and 


this ¢ turn, 


ferme 


with 


handles 


a swell spot for Maurice and Marvea, 
in setto of ballroomology. After 
latter pair's two smoothly delivered 
routines. Anollon takes hold of 


femme member of twosome for a 


;mice 65-minute variety. 


for sold response. A conga by the 
line sets matters fer some intricate 
tappery by Doris Dupont, who has 
considerabie ability. Eneores smart- 
ly via jittertug routine with Apol- 
lon. 
Gil and Bernice Maison send their 


clever canines through some comic 
business smartly accented by good 
patter and timing Slow moving 
hound and brace of toy-sized pups 
supply considerable appeal and 
novelty and ring the bell in 
resounding fashion for a semes vf 
bends. Fast finale by line, with 


Apollon supplying some fast hock- 
ing, winds up matters in socko man- 


‘ner for strong audience response. 


Biz pretty good. Burm, 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, May 10. 
Emerald Sisters (2), Lewis & Van, 
Jerry Lester, Hawaiian Follies (10), 
9 Flint House Orch.; ‘So This 
Is ondon’ (20th) and ‘Hidden 
Gold (Par). 


| the Center theatre, N. 








Successfully spreading four acts 
with the help of a capable comic 
as m.c., this week's bill adds up to 
‘Hawaiian 
Follies’ takes the last half and 30 
minutes to give the show a gocd mu- 
sical windup. 

Jerry Lester, with a heavy load 
of swift gags, hokum impersonations 
and sight laughs, keeps things mov- 
ing between acts and in his next-to- | 
shut spot. Had the cool contin- 
gent warmed up at this morning 
show by the time he bowed off from 
his first appearance. Highlights of 
Lester's varied and vigorous reper- 
toire are a hokum baritone soloing 
of ‘Mandalay’ with nutty interpola- 
tions, a good impression of Ted) 
Lewis singing ‘When Baby Smiles,’ a 
bit of faking with a trombone and a 
satire on a burley strip. 

Emerald Sisters open satisfactorily 
with a brief. fast and comic tum- 
bling turn, featuring prattfalls and 
fake tumbles. Good bit is that of 
one of the girls sliding across a table 
top and ripping off the cloth and a 
vase as she shoots across. Lewis 
and Van, deuce. rouse plenty 
plaudits for a showmanly runoff of 
duo precision tapping on miniature 


| Stairs, and a dazzling finale of chal-. 


lenges. } 

‘Hawaiian Follies’ offers something | 
new around here. Native troupe | 
shows evidence of showmanly | 
guidance from this side of the 
Pacific, and the result is a neat tab 
edition of a musical in an Hawaiian 
atmosphere. 

‘Trees’ and an Hawatlian chant are 
two of their best vocal-musical ; 
numbers. One of the dancing girls 
whams in a solo hula, followed by | 
another single dancer hipping. Baby 
Joy, a youngster, is fair in song-and- | 
dance and better with film star im- 
personations. For. | 


LYRIC, INDPLS. | 


Indianapolis. May 10. | 

Variety Revels,’ Paul Remos and 

Toy Boys, Three Swifts, Tess Gar- 

della, Bricklayers. Libonnati Trio; 
‘Dark Command’ (Rep). 











House has booked five standard 
acts this week in a 48-minute bill 
labeled ‘Variety Revels,’ giving fea- 
tured billing to the pic. Acts are all 
topnotch, and belief of house that 
vaude won't draw unless big names 
are on the marquee was proved at 
third show opening day Friday (10) 
when a blast of birdshot fired into 
the audience wouldn’t have hit more 
than a few of the paying customers. 

Libonnati Trio open with en- 
thusiastic xylophone work by older 
man, boy and girl. Then boy and 
girl go tap dance, coming back 
to the woodpile for more pounding 
and a fast tap for finish. Tess 
Gardella ‘Aunt Jemima) follows. 
After her first song, ‘I Was Born to 
Swing,” she doffs her mammy outfit 
and does the rest of her numbers in 
formal attire. Does ‘See You In My 


Dreams,’ ‘At Sundown,’ ‘I Cried for 
You and finish&® with the 
‘Scrounch,’ doing an elephantine 


dance for a response at the finale. 
Though no evidence of a cold could 
be discerned in her speaking voice, 
Miss Gardella broke on high notes 
at show caught. 

Paul Remos and his Toy Boys are 
sure mittwinners, with two youth- 
ful midgets, dressed as moppets do- 
ing a cute tap dance and then fol- 
lowing with some well executed 
acrobatics Have surefire finish when 
boys do tricks atop a balanced pole 
held on the shoulder of Remos. 


Three Swifts, repeating here, have 
good novelty turn with Indian clubs, 
‘substitute’ club  tosser reaping 
laughs with his efforts to keep pace 
with other two twirlers. Finally get 
going with some rapid-fire wood 
pitching. Closing are the Brick- 
layers, well trained dog turn. Set 
is building exterior, with dogs 
dressed as workmen. Dogs perform 
their tricks without human help on 


stage, and there isn’t a bobble in 
their performance t's a natural for 
any vaude bill, liked by both the 
young and old Kiley. - ! 


| this date, with about a 
| Foster girls gcing 
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peg ae good for consider | ROXY, N. L A 
Carol Manners follows with legit 
vocals, wanging out :Italian Street! whitey’s Jitrerbugs (16). Acis 
Seng’ and ‘Chir Biri Bin, with @ andrews. Bill Bailey, Merry Macs 
swingy change of pace to latter good (4) Conrad & Dolino#. Gae Foster 


Girls, Paul Ash House Orch: “Dark 
Command’ (Rep), reviewed me 
VARIETY, April 10. 

Presence of the ballet pair. Con- 
rad and Dolinoff (New Ac'‘s the 
harmonizing Merry Macs and tapper 
Bill Bailey hold this bill te the 
Roxy's average, but there are sev- 
eral I spots during the show. 
Lack of a sock b.o. draw was re- 
flected at the early performance 
Friday night (10), when the house 
was only about a quarter filled 
acwnstalrs, 

Karen Conrad and Alexis Detinoff 
have appeared with various lvading 
ballet groups, most recent being the 
ballet Theatre, which had a run at 
Y.. last win- 
Miss Conrad is spotlighted in 
gozen Gae 
through a few 
simpie movements as backvround. 
Ballerina has style and distinction, 
besides being an accomplished 
dancer. Dolinoff capabiv supperts, 
subordinating himself suitably. 

Merry Macs, better known via 
radio but with a fair vaude name, 
offer four numbers in their familiar 
manner. Include ‘Ma, He's Making 
Eves.” ‘How High the Moon.” ‘Rag- 
time Cowboy Joe’ and ‘My, Mv.” All 
neatly handled as usual. although 
only ‘High the Moon’ offers even 
mild variation of their standard 
brand of warbling. 

Bailey, Negro tapper who has been 
compared to Bill Robinson, displays 
the similarity again. His hoofing is 
undeniably proficient, but the Bojlan- 
gles analogy appears to be a trifle 
ambitious in the matter of personal- 
ity. Act is slightly long, but it con- 
tains a number of bright touches 
and, since he’s a single, naturally 
suffers on the large stage. 

Avis Andrews handles two songs 
with reasonable suecess. After a 
commonplace tap routine by 





Pri ic 


4 


ter. 


| Whitey’s Jitterbugs (16), mixed col- 


ored group, she offers a concertish 
‘10 O'Clock’ and follows it with 
‘Lover Come Back.” Fact that she 
alsg has to try to fill the full stage 
is a handicap, as is the presence of 
the eight male hoofers grouped 
nearby to district attention. All 16 
dancers close this portion of the 
show with a jitterbug turn. 

Gae Foster Girls finale with an 
impressive bicycle formation routine. 

Hobe. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Muy 10. 
Mar Adkins Orch (16), Jack 
Durant, Tommy Riggs, Vilma and 
Buddy Ebsen, Beverly Roberts, Shy- 
rettos (3); ‘Dr. Cyclops’ (Par). 











It’s something pretty close to Old 
Home Week at this WB deluxer. 
Tommy Riggs got his start at WCAE 
more than 10 years ago as half of 
the team of Riggs and Moke, who 
called themselves “The Crazy Pair.’ 
That was before Riggs came upon 
his imaginary Betty Lou. The Eb- 
sens stepped right out of an Atlantie 
City nitery to register their first im- 
portant click at the Penn theatre 
with a Benny Davis unit. And 
Beverly Roberts went from a single 
singing spot at the now defunct 
Towne Club on the outskirts of town 
to Hollywood with a WB contract. 

Layout looks plenty good on paper 
but it doesn’t quite come off that 
way. Individually, turns are all 
clicky but they don’t completely fit 
together and so the strictly vaude 
pattern has moments of tough sled- 


ding. Opening show was plenty 
jerky, due principally to what 
sounded like insufficient rehearsal 


with orch, but was running much 
more smoothly later in the day and 


looked lot better although st:l! not 
as potent as talent would suggest. 
Max Adkins’ house band is on 


stage and has a couple of spots to 
itself but choice of numbers is poor. 
Show proper gets off fast with the 
Shyrettos, two men and a femme 
looker, doing some spectacular tricks 
on unicycles. It’s a corking turn 
and over big here. Their exit brings 
on Jack Durant, dressed immacu- 
lately in tails, to begin his m.c. stint, 
which he handles nicely in addition 
to wowing ’em with his own 
svecialtv. Durant’s imitations of 
Clark Gable, Herbert Marshall and 
Charles Boyer are high-class come- 
dv, registering biggest solo click. 
Patter is also pretty surefire al- 
though he might make a few unime 
portant eliminations for the family 
trade. 

Miss Roberts mops up with her 
song cycle. She knows how to act 
out a number as well as sing it and 


j; her voice has a throaty, husky at- 


tractiveness that lends 
nice variety of tunes. 
with ‘Balalaika,’” then goes into 
‘How High Moon,’ but could do 
without the corny London blackout 
atmosphere stuff at the beginning. 
After that there’s ‘Poor Flv, my 
My’ and for a closer a real flag- 
waver about what a great country 
America is. Latter could be pretty 
embarrassing for an ordinzry talent 
but Miss Roberts conks ‘ft into a 
high svot. Gal, with plenty of s.a. 
that films never seemed to capture, 
(Continued on page 48) 
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Pa. Warns MCA It Must Be Licensed, 
Or Else; Applies to All Outside Agcys. 


Philadelphia, May 14. |Whitehead’s 4 A’s Libel 
Anthony C. Sharkey, ager the | Suit K.O.d on Technicality 


charge of booking licenses for the | 


State Department of Labor and In- | 








the Music Corp. of America that | dismissed a“ 
he would halt all shows booked by | supreme court yesterday (Tues.) by 
them in Philly unless the office aP- | Justice Philip McCook. Leave to 
plied for a Pennsylvania booking | amend was granted. 

permit. , } 

Sharkey: said the warnin 
to ali out-of-state bookers and that 
a showdown, long coming, would 
soon take place. 

‘We are fed up with the stalling o 
tactics of the New York agents and 
we'll show them that we mean busi- | 
ness,’ Sharkey said. Sharkey sent 


| 
g applied 


| 


Edward Arnold, Paul Turner, Ken- 
neth Thompson, Florence Marston, 
| Emily Holt, Paul Dullzell, Ed Harri- 
‘son, Henry Jaffee and Frank Gill- 
ore officers of the 4A’s. 





Former secretary of the AFA sued | 


New Acts 





| NASH AND EVANS 
’ Dancing, Rope-Spinning 
8 Mins; Full 
Apollo, N. Y. 

Nash and Evans are a young mixed 
team that show a flair for the type 
of work that skyrocketed Vilma and 
| Buddy Ebsen. He's tall and angular 
|with a bucolic aura about him, 


| rests on the boy’s shoulders. 

They open hoofing, with their 
comedy gleaned from the emphasis 
they place on their disparity in sizes; | 
then they go into rope-spinning after , 
he reels off a fairish gag. Their 
finale, wherein they do multiple’ 
skips through a whirling lasso, is 
obviously messed up purposely a 
couple of times for the usual ‘diffi- 
cult’ effect it may have upon the 
audience. His quips after each miss 





a letter to MCA quoting the state 
law and citing the penalties for vio- 
lation. He would not disclose what 
steps he would take to stop shows 
booked by MCA. 

It was pointed out by legal ex- 
perts that the ace in the hole for 
the state was the amusement licenses 
issued by the Pennsylvania Liquer | 
Control Board which can be revoked 
at any state violations. 

Sharkey is believed to have taken 
this action after being prodded by 
Philadelphia agents, who are dis- 


WITH CHAINS 


In an effort to reach some sort 





ARBITER NAMED 


IN AGVA TALKS 


hit the spot. They look like comers. 


CONRAD and DOLINOFF 
| Ballet 
9 Mins.; Fall 


Rexy, New York 


Karen Conrad and Alexis Dolinoff 
have appeared with several estab- 
lished ballet troupes, including 
Catherine Littlefield’s, the Mordkin, 
and the recent Ballet Theatre, but 
this is apparently their.first entry in 
presentation houses. Miss Conrad; 
has and merits the limelight in the, 
current turn. One of the top younger | 


| 


—— 








STANLEY, PITT 


carries her own accompanist (male) 
and winds up an easy winner. 


Five-year separation, until re- 
cently, hasn’t had any effect on the 
Ebsens’ collaboration; they're still 


Ralph Whitehead’s $100,000 libel though the mess jacket somewhat de-' one of the most attractive dance 
dustry, yesterday (Monday) warned | cuit against nine AAAA Actors was | tracts from that impression. She’s a teams in the trade. 


They're cute 


chnicality in N. Y. fair looker. The bulk of the comedy without being coy, their hoofing is 


cleverly casual and it all has an air 
of slick musical comedy. Wind up 
with a cakewalk, the 1890 shag.’ 
Buddy doing a solo while his sister 
makes a quick change, and it’s a 
snappy, showy finish. Team punches 
out a solid clicke all the way. 

Next-to-closing spot is reserved 
for Riggs, not only because of the 
local boy-makes-good-angle, but also 
because his wide air rep currently 
entitles him to that. It’s a funny 
town—this Pittsburgh—which never 
gave him a real break though he was 
just as good several years age as he 
is now. Riggs’ material might be 
sparked up a bit but it’s an alto- 
gether pleasant dialog and duet with 
his bread-winner, Betty Lou, and he 
has a personable manner that in- 
gratiates him immediately with the 
cash customers. 

Biz net so forte, with just half a 
downstairs and only a smattering in 
balcony at getaway. Cohen. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 





gruntled by his inaction. The local 
10-percenters are burned at the fact 
that they are forced to pay $100 li- 
cense fees while out-of-town book- 


of compromise, the American Guild 
of Variety Artists and the major 
vaudeville circuits have named Ben 





ers grab the best spots without pay- 
ing. 





Marlene Dietrich 


Continued from page 3 











vistory post in the making of th 
film because of his German nation- 
ality. 


She’s said to have refused to ac-! York World's Fair. 
cept Forrester’s ‘force majeur’ argu- Ripley’s Odditorium, Dance of the} 


ment, pointing out that a war of Hit- 
ler’s making did not ‘constitute an/| 
act of God.’ She thereby implied 
that she was prepared to go through 
with her contract. In order to avoid | 
a long drawn-out legal conflict, For- | 
rester said, he decided te do the pic 
elsewhere. 
tiations with Italian authorities in 
the past few weeks, production was 
set for the modern Cinecitta Studios, 
on the outskirts of Rome. 


After prolonged nego-|torium is $42.50 a week. : 
pals will get $60 a week, and choris- 


|Golden, formerly with the State 
| Labor Board, as mediator in their 
negotiations. He will attempt to 
work out some concession of the 30- 
performance-week and the 5% book- 
ing-commission issues. Figured the 
| opposing groups may each be willing 


| to give in on one of the points and 
e | set its way on the other. 


AGVA this week signed contracts 


| with four more shows at the New 


They include 
Nations, the Hawaiian show and the 
Winter Wonderland ice show. Vari- 
cus schedules for performances and 
working conditions have been set, 
and different wage scales have been 
worked out for the several spots. 
Rate for specialty acts at the Oddi- 
Princi- 


ters $45 at the Hawaiian show, while 
principals draw $75 and _ chorus 
skaters $50 for a six-day week in 


| 


ballerinas, she has skill, grace, style 
and looks. Dolinoff is a dutifully 
colorless support. 


Routine for this appearance is with 


(NEWSREELS) 





} 


Emotional impact of this week’s 


a full stage. Costumes are undis- ful in itself, is bound te be aggra- 
pees, oes Se = nga aes vated by the spectator’s knowledge 
imagination in the staging. of later events (the invasion of 

Conrad and Dolinoff might be a Holland, Luxembourg and Belgium) 
real sock in class niteries. Hobe. — j, which the same blight of horror has 
been spread by the Nazis. Two ver- 
sions of the attack on Norway are 
available. The Nazi recital comes by 
way of Fox, while Pathe renders a 





| 





| 


Actors Fund 








a group of the Gae Foster girls, using batch of news clips, though power- 


House Reviews 


Continued from page 47 





faces should he enter the war on 
Hitler’s side. It is a well contrived 
thing of its kind, this combination of 
stock clips, maps and running com- 
i ment, Odec, 


| 





MARCH ws TIME 
(‘Philippines, 1896-194¢’) 


_ Significance of America’s interest 
in the Philippine Islands, portrayed 
in this neat bit of chronicling, is 
doubly accentuated by the May 10 
invasion of the Netherlands by Nazis, 
M. of T. editors undoubtedly were 
looking ahead and the drive through 
Holland obviously adds to the inter- 
est of the latest reiease. With the 
U. S. fleet near the P. I. and the 
Netherland Indies, the attempted 
conquest of Holland by German 
forces might easily set off the spark 
suggested in the two reels. 

March of Time fingerpoints to the 
resources of the Philippines, latter's 
previous desire for independence and 
the changed sentiment now that the 
Japanese are casting covetous glances 
at the country. 

Subversive activities of Nipponese 
seeking to gain a foothold in the 
islands are graphically illustrated. 
The danger of Japan taking the 
Dutch West Indies and then moving 
on to the Philippines is highlighted, 
with present-day Philippine leaders 
not so sure they want to be cast 
adrift from _U. S. naval protection. 

Subject is as timely as_ today’s 
headlines, offering neat exploitation 
opportunities for the alert exhibitor. 

Wear. 








Shirley Temple 


Continued from page 3 














her, declaring, ‘We wouldn't take 
$20,000 a week.’ They fear that the 
11-year-old starlet would get hurt in 
rush of autograph and celebrity- 
seekers as well as the fact it would 
entail too much work and bad hours. 
That eliminates the Fair in addition 





Continued from page 2 





3 | pictorial report of its own. They 
| rently in hospitals are being helped.| make a terrifying combination. The 
ae - e+ agpecoamang i = clips show the Nazi war machine 
$41,937, while money to the desti- sweeping along on land and air, lay- 
tute was $39,240. : : 

T 7 4 ing havoc to the beautiful country- 
__ The Fund is endowed, but the net ig. bombing towns and forcing the 
income from a total of more than 


| 


between takings and expenditures.|W°0ds. There are also scenes of 
There are properties in New York Norwegian troops using all sorts of 
and Boston owned by the Fund, also, motor conveyances in an effort to 
some railroad securities which have’ mobilize themselves into some sort 


$700,000 is not enough to fill the: gap | hastily armed to seek shelter in the | 


to theatre dates. 

Shirley’s 20th pact was to run until 
July with an option for another year. 
It was called off by mutual consent, 
with the kid getting $300,000 in per- 
formance bonuses. This is not a 
buy-up of her contract, but money 
due her according to its terms. It 
was put aside at the completion of 
each picture, to be paid her at its 
expiration as a bonus for fulfilling its 
terms. Many Hollywood contracts 
contain a similar provision. 





declined in value. {of defense and of injured civilians 














the ice show. 


' : lo Apparently the union will refuse 
Jock Forrester, American, BS | to change its stand in regard to 


resident in France, where he was a aoe li t ‘ 

stage Juvenile, before turning pro~ | oon Ent ated agente as the duct of 
i i k over the | ‘ ; = : 

ducer, arrived in New York © the Artists Representatives Assn. 


weekend. He's due oe piteicn. | AGVA had at first indicated it would 
- : require non-affiliated agents to pay 


$50 yearly fee ($25 for associates), 
Fiesta Danceteria, which had been} put that stand was reversed a cou- 
working seven nights weekly, closes| ple of weeks ago. ARA has criti- 
Mondays during the summer months. | cized the latter decision, claiming it 
| is a breach of faith by the union. 
Although AGVA officials would pre- 
fer to have all agents affiliate with 
| ARA, they are declining to charge 
a fee for non-affiliate agents lest 
| they put the union in a compromis- 
| ing position. AGVA and ARA reps 
' will meet on the question tomor- 
| row (Thursday). 


f the STARS 
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bert Mack, Vinton Freedley, Warren 





P. Munsell, Richard Sterling. For 
one year, Crosby Gaize. 
Ran Wilde has opened three- 


weeker at the Mural Room, Baker 
Hotel, Dallas. On May 30, same ho- 
tel will move Eddie LeBaron into 
its Peacock Terrace. 
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Brancheau & Fe'’ton 
Trout & Merrit 


Don Pablo Ore 
Huck’s Redford Inn 


ag ll Oro Den Miller, Organist 
M Glenn Moore Ore 


nes detain Club Royale 


. Paul Gerrits 
Carlos Vesta Jean Blanche 
Yorke & Lewis Singing Debs 
Itonia Bradley Kurtis Marionettes 
Margo Wade Preston Lambert 
Mark Fischer Orc Rovalettes 
Nebiele’s Carl Bonner Ore 
Ray Styles ~ Saks 
Regini Alma & Roland 
Art Bodis Trio Lee Mason 
Di Gtovanni Vee Ames Dancers 


Leblanc & Duchant 

Ray Carlin Orc 
Northwood Inn 

Woods & Bray 

Hank, the Mule 

Frankie Connor 

2 Old Timers 


Buddy Lester 

June Kemp 

Joel Gonzales 

‘Happy’ Hauck Ore 
San Diego 

Blondell Twins 

International 3 


Sammy Dibert Orc | Val Seiz 

Palm Beach George Presnell 
Frank Murtha Al Alexander Orc 
Burns’ Canary Cir Whittler Hotel 


Lew & Evelyn 


(Geld ¢ R 
Monnie Drake — 


Londonaires 


SYRACUSE 
Andy’s Ian Kenmore 
Bob & Madelyn Dean Sis 
Irving Jacobs George Altea 


Eddie Jardon 


Dale Harlan Velma Rudy 
Ken Greene Orc Margie Height 

Dels Casino ~ Bill Pieri Ore 
Dean & Thomas Prison Ton 
Paul Hagan Fernando & Fair 
Clair Dun Cecile 


Abel Barbuto 
Freddy Jerome Ore 


Renna’s 
Ruth Dale 


George Wilmer Orc 
Greenwich Village 





Betty Dale Rita Conroy 

Ana Dailey Evelyne Kaufinan 
Joy Wiltilams Vayle Flower 
Alble Gaye Ruth Kennedy 





Kay Costello Russ Richman 


Cohan, Charles Dow Clark, J. Her- | 


president, along with Miss Cornell, 


who has a similar post with the 
Percy Willims home. Sam A. Scrib- 
ner, treasurer, Robert Campbell, 
secretary, were also _ renamed. 
Trustees for two years: George M. 


| At this particular showing the re- 
actions of the audience were con- 
|siderably more audible than usual. 
The hissing and boos for things Nazi 
were plenty loud, with the temerity 
of Nazi sympathizers, if any, being 
conspicuous in the absence of ap- 
plause. 


Paramount contributes a clip re- 
,ealling the death of Capt. Robert 
Losey, military attache to the U. S. 
| Norwegian ambassador. The week 

before the same company showed 
him supervising Mrs. Harriman’s 
escort as she and her entourage flied 
from place to place with Norway’s 
government. Now the clip shows the 
same group attending the funeral of 
|the young officer, a bomb victim. 
| Paramount also reports a sequel to 
| the naval encounter at Narvik. Sur- 
| vivors of the disabled destroyers, the 
| Eclipse and Hardy, are shown being 
‘landed in England. Same newsreel 
| outfit delivers one from Romania. It 
shows the King telling his subjects 
that the country is ready to meet the 





$300,000 Bonuses 


Hollywood, May 14. 

Twentieth-Fox turns over around 
$300,000 in bonuses to Shirley Tem- 
ple. Money had been held in trust 
by the studio since 1936. When the 
moppet’s contract was mutually ter- 
minated the coin was impounded for 
her as a nest egg, in line with similar 
guardianship of minors’ money at 
other studios following the dissipa- 
tion of Jackie Coogan’s fortune by 
his parents. 

It is understood that contributing 
to the retirement of Shirley was fear 
for her health because she was un- 
derweight for her age and none too 
strong. 

Her parents today rejected an offer 
for personal appearances at the 
Roxy, N. Y., this summer. Roxy is 
operated by a 20th-Fox subsidiary 
company. 














invaders. 


| Various newsreels are the source | 
| of a featurette telling of the military 
| preparations that are going on in the 
French and British posessions. In-/} 
cluded is a snapshot of General | 
| Weygand, the Allies’ commander in | 
| the Near East. This week’s News- | 
|reel Theatre’s War-A-Gram outlines 
by pictures the perils that Mussolini ' 


} 





| JOAN BLAIR | 


Playing ‘Lulu Belle’ 
With Marx Bros. 
In “GO WEST” 
Currently CHICAGO THEATRE, 
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Still Ridin? The FOURTH WEEK 
With ‘Buck Benny’ at the 


PARAMOUNT, 


MASTERS «ROLLIN 


Thanks to Harry Kalcheim, Bob Weitman and 
Gene Krupa 
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NEW YORK 
ROWENA 








a 























! 
| 
| 
| 
' 
} 
| 


LEE =" 


. 


ILOMAY 


(SIMS . BAILEY 


CURRENTLY 
EARLE THEATRE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Personal Direction: NAT KALCHEIM, WM. MORRIS AGENCY 














Wednesday, May 15, 1940 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 49 





Picking of Saroyan’s Time of Life’ | El*e™* ‘Circe’ Revival 
Had N. Y. Drama Critics Steaming 





Although the N. Y. drama critics 
won't say who among them were in 
the arguments that attended their 
selection of “The Time of Your Life,’ 
it is clear that the reviewers took 
themselves seriously, the atmosphere 
during the session being anything 
but cordial. It’s indicated by one 
who preferred to giggle over the 
discussions rather than participate 
that the proceeding was a series of 
wordy battles. 

Selection of the William Saroyan 
play, which also got the Pulitzer 
award, is still the subject of argu- 
ment in show circles. From a mana- 
gerial standpoint there is interest 
because the winning play is closed, 
it being one of the few instances 
where a prize play did not get the 
benefit of the attendant publicity 
during the Broadway engagement. 

Few papers commented on Saro- 
yan’s rejection of the Pulitzer prize, 
a scoop by the N. Y. Herald Tribune, 
but that daily had follow-ups on the 
matter. Spokesman for the Colum- 
bia University committee, . which 
awards the Pulitzer prizes, stated 
they were not aware that the author 
said he’d reject the prize if he won. 
It was stated that a check for $1,000 
would be sent Saroyan and, if he 
returned it, the money would go 
back into the fund. Also that the 
award would stand in the records, 
regardless. Incidentally, one report 
reveals that Saroyan once before 
turned down a cash award. He re- 
fused a $100 O. Henry prize. 

Most talked about drama on 
Broadway is ‘There Shall Be No 
Night,’ Robert E. Sherwood’s work 
at the Aivin. Its late presentation 
was recognized by the critics, award 
being heid back until it opened, but 
that it was not selected by either 
group is still puzzling. Known that 
some critics held out to the end for 
the Sherwood play, one of the issues 
that steamed up the scribes to the 
point of name-calling. ‘Nighi’ is 
rated the more impressive in light 
of war developments. However, the 
Saroyan addicts appear to have 
swayed some fellow reviewers. 

‘Life With Father,’ go packing 
’em in at the Empire, is understood 
to have been considered by the 
Pulitzer committee, but rejected on 
the ground that it is an adaptation. 

Sunday (12) drama_ columns 
seemed to alibi the Saroyan selec- 
tion by the critics. One reviewer, 
who held out for the Sherwood 
drama, devoted most of his column 
in giving his high opinion of ‘Night.’ 
As for ‘Life,’ he said that Saroyan 
‘may yet draw even with the enthu- 
siastic prophecies of his slightly 
hysterical champions.’ 

The prizé giving period was about 
washed up Friday (10) when the 
Drama League of New York awarded 
Paul Muni the Delia Austrian medal 
for the ‘most distinguished perform- 
ance of the season’ by his appear- 
ance in ‘Key Largo.’ Three added 
awards were made: to Dorothy 
Stickney and Howard Lindsay for 
their playing in ‘Life with Father’; 


"AUDIENCE ORGANIZING’ 


COIN IS ALL GONE 





Fund of $2,500 granted by the man- 
agers for the purposes of ‘organizing’ 
suburban audiences has been ex- 
pended. Several plans were tried to 
attain the purpose, but were dis- 
carded. Whether further attempts 
will be made to bolster the box- 
office by such methods has not been | 
decided. 

Board of the League of New York 
Theatres huddled Friday (10) to talk 
it over, that organization having | 
financed the scheme at the instance | 
of Frank Gillmore and Paul! Turner. | 
who acted for the more or less 
mythical American Theatre Council. 
Showmen palavered for some time 
and decided to mull over the latest 
plans before agreeing to provide 
more money for that purpose. Gen- 


| 


Clifford Ellison, former manager 
of the Savoy, San Diego, is planning 
a revival of Somerset Maugham’s 
‘The Circle’ with a cast of tilm 
‘ names. Figures on opening it here 
late in 
| Chicago about Sept. 1. 
would follow. 

Ellison went to Chicago last week, 
but is due back here soon. 


St. L. Legit Got 
3206 This Year; 
Tops Since 1927 


St. Louis, May 14. 
Loca] 1939-40 legit season, totalling 
21 weeks played by all shows, ended 


Broadway 








the summer and taking it into 


'15 MINNESOTA TOWNS 
"IN NEW STOCK CIRCUIT 


Bankhead Situation in Equity Quiets 





Minneapolis, May 14. 

Minnesota Stock company has 
been organized here by Henry 
Adrian to present seven plays, new 
Broadway offerings as they're avail- 
able and revivals, in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul and 13 other Minnesota 
towns next fall and winter. 
will be entirely professional and 
company will include Marie Gale, 
widow of A. G. ‘Buzz’ Bainbridge, 
and for many seasons leading lady 
of the Shubert theatre stock in 
Minneapolis. 

After a half week each in Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul, the plays will 
be sent on a tour of the circuit 
which includes Duluth, Albert Lea, 


Casts | 


Austin, Brainerd, Fairbault, Hibbing, | 


Down; Talu Soles on Council Ticket 


+ 


, Situation created in Equity when 
a petition was suddenly filed plac- 
,ing Tallulah Bankhead in nomina- 
| tion for the council has quieted 
| down somewhat. Factional feeling, 
_however, has not been dissipated. 
' Ballot of the ‘independent ticket,’ 
, Carrying only Miss Bankhead’s name, 
was mailed out after she definitely 
agreed to be a candidate. One 
Equityite cracked: ‘She has star bill- 
ing, but no supporting cast.’ 
Instruction on the solo ballot read: 
‘You are not voting for an entire 
council, but only for one councillor.’ 
Members who voted for Miss Bank- 
head will be required to scratch 
{one name from the regular ballot. 
| Election will be held May 24, but 
| ballots are to be mailed any time 
_prier and up to that date. 
n the petition was considered 
| by the council last week there was 
| considerable discussion, it being ar- 





Mankato, Rochester, St. Cloud, Vir- | 8U€d that it was improper as to 


‘at the American two weeks ago, 
‘ grossed approximately $320,000, the 
‘highest mark since 1927-28. Much 
| of the success of the season is at- 
tributed to the Playgoers of St. Louis, 


eral opinion seemed to be that it is 
too late in the season to lure sub- 
urbanites to Broadway. 

Two plans are being considered. 
One is to give a number to each 


ginia, Winona, Fergus Falls and Red 
Wing. 








Lee J. Cobb, in ‘The Fifth Column,’ 
and Sara Allgood, in ‘Juno and the 
Paycock.’ 


‘Russian Bank’ to Use 
‘Thumbs Up’ Costumes; 


Has Musician-Actors 


| 








‘Russian Bank’ is described as a 
drama with music, but there will 
no orchestra in the pit at the St. 
James, New York, where it opens 
next week (23). The score will be 
Played by Russian string instru- 
mentalists who also have some lines | 
in the show, though the leads are 
Principally played by Americans. 
‘Bank’ was written by Theodore, 
Komisarjavsky and Stuart Mims, the | 
former being listed as the producer. | 
Boris Said who operates the thea-| 
tre is said to be the backer. | 
mes are said to be the same! 
as originally used in ‘Thumbs Up,’ | 
Produced at the same theatre five 
years ago. Eddie Dowling produced | 
that revue, which dropped around 
$50,000, and Said was one of those 
interested. House was built by the 
late A. L. Erlanger and was called | 
Erlanger’s. Showman anticipated | 
moving his quarters from the New| 
Amsterdam during a long contro- | 
versy with Marc Klaw and vaults! 
were built atop the house for the 
Storage of recording. The costumes 
of ‘Thumbs Up’ were parked there 
in camphor until ‘Bank’ went into 
rehearsal, then being revamped. 


| mated total gross of $145,000. 


‘subscriber,’ who is permitted to call 
theatres and reserve tickets which 
must be picked up and paid for 24 
hours prior to performance. If res- 
ervations are not called for within 
the time limit, the subscriber’s name 
is stricken from the list. Boxoffice 
men are skeptical, precedent being | 
that too many phone orders are | 
phoney. | 

Second idea is for each subscriber | 
to deposit $5, as a sort of protection | 
fee. That patronage would be priv- | 
ileged to make reservations by phone 
and could pick up tickets as late as | 
curtain time. Failure to do so would | 
mean the forfeiture of the deposit. | 
Managers are skeptical that any con- 
siderable number of customers could | 
be attracted by that method. 





| 
' 
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3 HITS WITH 


$50,000 BO. | 
FOLDING 


Three hits which have piled up a 
combined total gross of over $800,000 | 
on Broadway end their runs this | 
week and next. They are ‘Sky- | 
lark,” at the Morosco; ‘My Dear 
Children,’ at the Belasco, and ‘The 
Fifth Column,’ at the Broadhurst. 
‘Skylark’ is slated to tour in the fall, | 
while ‘Column’ will reopen on | 
Broadway and later go on road. | 
‘Children,’ which had a long tour 
before reaching New York, is ap- 
parently calling it quits. 

‘Skylark’ will have rung up 251 
performances for a total gross of | 
about $485,000. ‘Children’ will have | 
reached the 123-performance mark | 








| on Broadway, with a total gross of 
‘approximately $190.000. It previously | 
| grossed an additional $510,000 in 36 


weeks out of town. ‘Column will | 
have played 11 weeks for an = 
‘Chil- 
dren’ and ‘Column’ close this Satur- 
ady (18) and ‘Skylark’ winds up the 
following Saturday (25). 


Richman’s Follies’ Off; 
Wheeler Into Strawhat 


Talk about Harry Richman finan- 
cing and appearing in another edi- 
tion of ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ for the Shu- 
berts, with Bert Wheeler and others, 
is off. Richman is going into the 
Chez Paree, Chicago, and other 
niteries, and Wheeler is going into 
summer stock. 

He will try out a new play by and 
for Philip Goodman titled ‘A Po- 
liceman’s Lot’ at Montclair, N. J. 
Wheeler will also do a strawhat ver- 
sion of ‘3 Men on a Horse’ at the 
same stock, latter opening July 8. 
Edgar MacGregor will stage the new 
Goodman script. 











Richman Vice Sophie 
Chicago, May 14. 

Harry Richman’ will replace 
Sophie Tucker at the Chez Paree 
headliner, starting May 23. 

Miss Tucker wil] stick around 
town for week stand in the vaude 
Oriental starting June 7. 


Inc., a non-profit organization 
formed to revive legit here, which 
is readying a campaign to -double 
the current membership of 1,500. 
The success of the season just 


closed was achieved despite the 
worst winter in many years. 


Claim is made that the American 
did the best weekly average busi- 
ness of any one-week stand in the 
country last season, and a move is 
afoot to take this burg out of the 
single-week category by having ex- 
tended runs of such plays as ‘The 
Man Who Came to Dinner,’ ‘Life 
with Father,’ ‘The Male Animal,’ 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ etc., which have been 
booked for the 1940-41 season. 

George White's ‘Scandals’ copped 
the blue ribbon’ for the best b.o. 
draw last season, grossing an esti- 
mated $27,300 for the one-week 
stand. Bill Robinson in “The Hot 
Mikado’ was runnerup, grossing 
around $24,200 during his initial 
stand and $14,000 when the piece 
was brought back several weeks 
later. Efforts were made to bring 
back several other pieces that proved 
b.o. bonanzas, but previous bookings 
prevented. 

The hardy perennial, “Tobacco 
Road.’ will open the new season 
Sept. 22. It will be the seventh time 
‘Road has played the American. 


‘American Jubilee’ 
Puts Up Record Bord 
Of 20G With Equity 


Major attractions at the World's 
Fair under Equity’s jurisdiction are 
required to file salary guarantees, 








just as applied to legit attractions, | 


with some slight variance. Bond for 
‘American Jubilee’ is the largest ever 
to be filed with Equity, it being for 
$20,000. Such bonds are supposed 
to cover two weeks pay, but in the 


case of ‘Jubilee’ that does not apply. | 


The weekly salary list for the Fair’s 
largest show is estimated to be 
around the amount of the bond. 

Harvey D. Gibson, the Fair’s head 
was advised that his signature would 
be acceptable because the attraction 
belongs to the Fair itself. Gibson 
stated he preferred not to enter into 
such. an arrangement, because 
would make him personally liable, 
and expressed preference of filing a 
bond. Equity explained that secur- 
itv of a higher sum would require 
a needless cost item under the cir- 
cumstances. ‘Railroads on Parade,’ 
which is stil] to open at the rail lines 
exhibit, will file a salary bond as last 
season. Bond was for $15,000 in 
1939, but the amount is now approxi- 
mately $10,000, since that attraction 
has lowered its operating expense. 

Guarantee for ‘The Streets of 
Paris’ is $10.000 it being in the form 
of a check tendered by Michael 
Todd. Last season the latter was in 
dispute with Equity over ‘Hot Mi- 
kado’ and a salary guarantee was 
‘never posted. Equity accepted the 
signatures of Todd, Bill Robinson 
and Marty Forkins, which was 
deemed ample. protection since 
Robinson was interested in the show. 
Return transportation, however, was 
posted in cash before the show went 
;on tour. 


it | 


LEGIT RELIEF 
LOSES FIRST 
ROUND 


Washington. May 14. 
Renewed fighting over extension 
of work relief to jobless actors is 
one of the chief controversies ac- 
companying consideration of next 
year’s appropriation for the un- 
employed. First round resulted in a 
setback for the theatre people, al- 
though there is still some uncertainty 
just what effect certain language in 

the appropriation bill wens. 
Request for removal of the flat ban 
against spending any Federal money 
to help produce shows was made to 
unsympathetic House Appropriations 
Committee a couple of weeks ago by 
an Equity delegation headed by 





ing $975,000,.000 for the first eight 
months of the coming fiscal year is 
formally reported, exact status of 
the theatrical groups will not be 
known, but it is known the recep- 
tion was not particularly warm and 
critical Representatives voiced fear 
that lifting of the present restriction 
would result in another program 
| like the Federal Theatre Project. 

| Congress still looks on legit as 
| wasteful, to say nothing of thinking 
| that the bulk of actors, playwrights 
|and directors are definitely radical 
| and unmoral. Since there were just 
enough controversial presentations 
| with the blessing of Hallie Flanagan 
| to provide an excuse for criticizing 
| the whole venture, any mention of 
Federally-supported theatre causes 
| shouts about ‘Communism’ and ‘in- 
| decency.’ 

| Strong arguments were presented 
iby the Broadway delegation that the 
| existing law is decidedly unfair and 
theatre people are victims of dis- 
| crimination. 

| First reports from behind the com- 
mittee’s closed doors were that the 





itheatrical pleaders’ scored their 
|; point. But more reliable informa- 
| tion is that the existing ban not only 
lis to be re-enacted, but even ex- 
i|tended to cover painting and music 
projects. 

Even if the bill when presented 


‘contains a restriction, last year’s con- 
troversy will break out again. In 
the House, Representative Emanuel 
|Celler, one of the Tammanyites, is 
‘due to offer an amendment that 
| would permit earmarking of relief 
funds for theatre ventures, if he 
| loses—as is probable—the wails will 
| be repeated to the Senate Appropri- 
/ations Committee. An attempt to get 
|the money can be expected in the 
j}upper chamber by Senators Claude 
‘Pepper and Robert Wagner, who 
|made a desperate effort last year to 
‘keep the FTP going on a limited 
| basis with reforms in operating poli- 
/cies and methods. 

| The Broadwayites have the active 
support of Col. F. C. Harrington, now 
| heading the Work Projecis Adminis- 
‘tration. He appealed for abandon- 


ment of the restriction enacted last 


year because of dissatisfaction with 
the way Mrs. Flanagen ran things 
‘and protests about propagandistic 


themes of various New York presen- 
tations. 


Peggy Wood. Until the bill, carry- | 


, form. Philip Loeb, who is of the 
| Militant group formerly known as 
| the Actors Forum, took a surpris- 
| ing stand and favored the petition's 
acceptance. Had he not done so it 
oom gag probably have been thrown 
out. 

Loeb attributed the petition to a 
‘minority clique’ among the ‘regu- 
lars.’ Idea was to withdraw Sam 
Jaffe from the council nominations 
and substitute Miss Bankhead. That 
portion of the petition was ruled 
out. Had’ those who started the pe- 
tition asked Jaffe as to his views 
they might have found themselves in 
error. Paul Turner, counsel, stated 
that is would be proper to have 
Miss Bankhead and Jaffe as ‘sole 
| apponents, but Loeb convinced the 
| council such a move was definitely 
| out of order. 

Petition on Time 

Turner also ruled that the petition 
was filed within the time limit, al- 
though the records divulge that in 

(Continued on page 51) 


Girl’ Is Now Set With 


Equity and Rehearsing; 
Author Puts Up Coin 


| Involved situation which twice 
; caused a halt in preparations for 
| ‘It’s a Girl’ has been cleared up and 
| the farce i: back in rehearsa] at the 
| Fulton, N. Y. When the show was 
| first mentioned, Paul L. Berney an- 

nounced the rental of the theatre for 
|; a year. After the show got jammed 

up with Equity, attorney for the 
| property stated the deal was off. 

In the interim other names entered 

the backing, J. J. Leventhal in par- 
ticular. Reported that he might take 
over ‘Girl’ for the Lyceum, which 
| suddenly went dark Saturday (11) 
| when ‘The Strangler Fig’ stopped 
| there after one weak week. Leven- 
thal backed ‘Fig,’ presented by one 
William Herz. 

Berney and Richard Shill, latter 
heretofore not known in show circles, 
are named as the presenters of 
‘Girl,’ but its author, Joseph L. 
Hochman, provided the coin that 
squared matters with Equity. Orig- 
inally $2,100 was posted there, money 
said to have come from Hochman, it 
being his first play. When bankroll 
trouble first arose it was claimed 
that a backer who was supposed to 
invest suddenly dropped dead. 

When rehearsal pay was taken out 
of the money at Equity, latter de- 
manded the guarantee be replen- 
ished. At first the author's proffer 
was declined, but when he later as- 
sumed responsibility for the salaries 
anew arrangement was made. Cast 
has received pay for three wecks’ 
rehearsals to date, Equity ruling that 
such money was due during suspen- 
sion because that was not the fault 
of the players. 

Berney figured in a play called 
| ‘When the Bough Breaks,’ done at 
the Little by him and Peggy Cleary 
a couple of seasons ago. It lasted 
three performances and was re- 
garded as among the ‘world’s worst.’ 

Management also has its troubles 
with the Theatrical Managers, 
Agents & Treasurers union. A press 
agent must be engaged two weeks 
prior to opening, and one was pvt on 
at the scale of $150 weekly, but re- 
ceived nothing. During the layoff a 
switch of agents was mentioned, and 
the union figured $650 was due, the 
extra $50 for pay during the suspen- 
sion of rehearsals. A compromise is 
expected to be made. 
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~ Plays on 


Broadway - 





Romeo and Juliet 


Presentation by Laurence Olivier of trag- 
ediy by William Shakespeare, in three acts, 
21 acenes. Stars Olivier and Vivien Leigh. 
Production designed and directed by Olivier; 
assisiant director, Robert Ross; scenery and 
costumes, Motley; lighting, Robert Edmond 
Jones; music, Alexander Steinert; dances, 
Ernst and Maria Matray; scenic advisor, 
Norman Rock. At Sist St. theatre, N. Y., 
opening May 9, '40; $3.30 top. 


Cok 860505 00s stues bens Halliwell Hobbes 
Baay Camulet..sccccsece Katharine Warren 
Peter, Capulet’s Servant..Raymond Johnson 
PAOEORUG, 5 6.0.0.0 0:000:06000080294 Ben Webster 
Lady Montague@......-.ee-- Barbara Horder 

t cseckanae John Straub 
Four Soldiers....... J.......Charles Martin 


res Tileston Perry 
..H. Robert Edwards 






Mereutte..sccccccoces ..-Edmond O’Brien 
PRVIG. ccsece oerccecese .»..-Frank Downing 
IE: 46 06 09-00408%5400008 Laurence Olivier 
DERUOE 0464 086o 840000 eeeus Dame May Whitty 
NUE, oc c0de0sseaee4 cocccccece Vivien Leigh 
Page to Mercutio. .cccccoccscceess Ted Huish 
PASO to PAIS. .0c0cceceecees Brant Gorman 
DTDs + 6c:5:0 000 0-0660600600086 Hazel Brown 
Ce. CAPRIS. ..ccccccsecee Morton I.. Stevens 
Friar Laurence..... cadena sae Alexander Knox 
RON. os ss 0:60:0:00:09000006 90682 Oliver Cliff 
APOthecary...ccccccccccsecsersees Farle Grey 
te DNL. ..s-scsineseeesen Morton LL, Stevens 
Chief Officer... cccccccccces Walter Rrooke 
PTDL « + 619.65.400.0 600600 060080608 Cornel Wilde | 
Page ta Tybalt. ..ccccccccceces Ralph Brooke 
DMO c.<.« nso 60000 65e0sgnesess Wesley Addy 
Page to Benvolio.....seccees Ralph Grayson | 





Vivien Leigh and Laurence Olivier, 
currently on the crest as film stars, 
through their appearances in ‘Gone 
with the Wind’ and ‘Rebecca,’ re- 
spectively, have brought to Broad- 
wavy their elaborate stage production 
of Shakesneare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ 
after limited engagements in San 
Francisco and Chicago. They are in- 
stalled in the svacious 51st St., for- 
merly the Hollywood, a part-time 
picture house of the Warner Bros. 
circuit. Film concern is financially 
sponsoring the revival. 

Choice of theatre, of more than 
1.550 canacitv, seems to be an unfor- 
tunate handicap to a performance 
which otherwise might be thorough- 
ly, instead of occasionally, enjoyable. 
An exasperating failure, or inability, 
of the actors to make themselves 
audible at all times in so large an 
auditorium creates the sporadic illu- 
sion of watching a foreign-language 
film. 

Reasons for such an unsatisfactory 
experience mav be several. chief of 
which is probably due to the use of 
a circular stage, permitting ranid 
scene changes. at the-expense of dia- 
log clarity. The mechanical affair is 
set so far back from the footlights 
that intimacy between nvlayers and 
audience is impossible. In scenes of 
pageantry and ensemble the effect is 
good: in more dramatic passaes 
where the delicate meaning of the 
text is so imvortant, much of the ef- 
fectiveress of the presentation is 
lost. Which is a great nity because 
Miss Leith eives a verformance of 
Juliet which is well-nigh perfect. 
visuallv, 2nd intenselv moving when 
she has the stage all to herself or is 
actine with Dame May Whitty, who 
is the nurse. These two for some 
stranze reason, and Halliwell Hobbes, 
as Capulet, are heard and under- 
stood. 

Miss Leigh. throush her perform- 
ance of Scarlett, already has estab- 
lished herself as an actress of ex- 
centional talent, an impression which 
gains tremendously by her portrayal 
of TWliet. 

Olivier is credited with having 
staged. nlanred and suvervised the 
production. With so many responsi- 
bilities it is easily comprehended 
whv bis own actine leaves so much 
to be desired. And yet the deficiencv 
micht easily be corrected if he would 
slow down and pive Shakesneare a 
chance to get in a word or two. 
Some of the stvvorting plavers suf- 
fer from imitation. Edmond O’Brien 
gets almost nothing out of the fat 
part of Mercutio. Others do much 
better. notablv Alexander Knox as 
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Friar Laurence, and Wesley Addy as 
Benvolio. 

The production is beautifully 
mounted. Scenery and costumes are 
by Motley, Robert Edmond Jones 
handled the lighting, and Alexander 
Steinert and Olivier assembled a 
melodious musical accompaniment, 


Flin. 





Return of the 
Vagabond 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
National. N. ¥.. May 13, '40; presented by 
George M. Cohan, who is starred; staged 


The 





by Sam Forrest; setting by Oden Waller; 
3.30 top. 
Teasanen sieebewsnererees George M. Cohan 
Governor. .cecseccoceeees-->McKay Morris 
His Wife... .cccccccsess Marie T.oulse Dana 
Daughter......--ccccccceesess Celeste Holm 
Bite ReLiAW..«++0c0s6eeeecesees sate are 
Tavern Keeper...ccccccccces E. J. Blunkall 
| SOM... 2. sscee coccccccocsorees Fred Herrick 
| Daughter-in-Law....... Gretchen Davidson 
BO ER rr yr rr Joe Verdi 
DOGCtOP, ccccccccesseceecescvcess John Cherry 
Banker. .cccoccccsocccecscecce Florenz Ames 
Sherif€. .ccccccccocceces Edward McNamara 
| Captain........- ecccccccsccce Len Hollister 
Hie Assistant...ccccccccseces George Leach 
DINING. 0050 0000060%oe0es Dona McClelland 
Little Stranger....ccceses-- George Thornton 
ee anes ceedeenes George W. Smith 
Another Stranger........ Marshall Bradford 
CORERMER so ooccvrcecceccess Henry Sherwood 


‘The Return of the Vagabond’ 
again finds the actor-author-manager 
in an antic mood ,the new play seem- 
ing to be mostly for Cohan fans. 
Again he is seen in a long part as in 
‘Pigeons and People,’ and whether 
he will care to play through sum- 
mer is questionable, though his pres- 
ence at this time is a bow to the 
World’s Fair visitors. 

As billed, the new work : a melo- 
dramatic satire, being the sequel to 
‘The Tavern. As the mysterious 
stranger, a sort of a ‘Napoleon’ on. 
the loose, the vagabond, in blithely 
commenting om his second visit to 
the tavern, says the same characters 
ere present with but one exception. 
The hired hand who wanted to know 
‘what’s all the shooting about’ is the 
absentee, an Italian replacing, but 
not as effectively. 

The night is fierce, a storm raging 
almost throughout. To the inn comes 
the governor, with his competent 
wife and charming daughter, who is 
now wed to a fellow wh» is afraid 
of the lightning and hides under the 
bed. There are, however, a number 
of additional characters, such as a 
boniige and some of the most curious 
of robbers. 

The vagabond wins the favor of 
the governor and his daughter, as in 
the “Tavern,” and irks the inn-keeper 
no end, but he proves the hero by 
trapping the trio who copped $250,- 
000 from the bank and gets a $10,000 
reward. That money he turns over 
to the son of the tavern keeper, who 
likes drama. 

It isn’t the story that counts in the 
new Cohan work as much as the 
satirical shafts. When he is _ sup- 
posed to be abed, but turns up down- 
stairs he is asked: ‘I thought you had 
retired,’ and he comes back with | 
‘I'll never retire.” Lines like that 
tickled first-nighters. 

Cohan joshes dramatists of the 
Ibsen school, when the boy’s young 
wife complains she has to listen to 
him recite such works. There is a 
mild crack at the critics. When he 
perceives that one of the yeggs has 
on a woman’s attire he says: ‘All 
my life I’ve had a desire to take a 
shot at a female impersonator.’ 

The second act provides the most 
fun, and the show goes on high with 
the entrance of John Cherry. Flor- 
enz Ames, Edward McNamara, Len 
Hollister and George Leach. McKay 
Morris is very good as the governor, 
Celeste Holm is his charming daugh- 
ter, E. J. Blunkall is the irate inn- 
keeper, and Joe Verdi, the vet vaude- 
villian, is the hird hand, rather 
funny. 

But the play is mostly Cohan, and 
it is a lark for him. Ibee. 


Play Abroad 


THE JERSEY LILY 


London, April 19. 

Drama in two acts by Basil Bartlett; 
presented by Norman Marshall; at Gate 
theatre, London. 
Ss OMONOTH. 6646000000040 Anthony Marlowe 
Lady Janet Weir........Margaret Withers 
EE SAMIGUE WV OI 6 0560058 00045 Cecil Winter 
Lady Somers....cece eecccccces Ruth Taylor 
Mee, SAREE ss 6 6.0:0.0:0:0086 Hermione Hannen 
Prince Louis of Battenberg..Paul Hernried 
The Prince of Wales........ e+e... Leo Genn 
WAWALA LANSKY sc occcccdeces Liam Gaffney 
Dean of Jersey......e.00- Pardoe Woodman 

















If theatrical tastes run toward ro- 
mantic, gooey biography of a fa- 
mous personage of Edwardian days, 
though apparently usurping his- 
tory, then ‘The Jersey Lily’ is en- 
tertaining. The censor here would 
not license the play for public per- 
formance, because it deals with roy- 
alty of too recent a vintage. It pur- 
ports to give the life story of Lily 
Langtry, revealing her as not only 
a raging beauty, but a highly moral 
woman. 

Unhappily married to a no-account 
Irishman, and in love with Prince 
Louis of Battenberg, she refuses to 
marry him after her husband’s de- 
mise because in so doing she would 





part vocal, which Steinert directed. 


‘Bamberger, operating the Bucks Co. 


ruin his career. He would have had 
to resign from the Navy, in which 
he was an important and brilliant 
officer. 

The then Prince of Wales (later 
Edward VII) was also an ardent ad- 
mirer, and both men, according to 
the story, never ceased to love Lily 
Langtry. She, in turn, remained 
true to Prince Louis, though un- 
doubtedly Wales was responsible for 
much of her success as an actress. 

If this is the genuine history of 
Lily Langtry, the public seemingly 
has been most grossly misinformed. 
The entertainment in the play is 
derived mainly from the alternately 
dignified situations which progress 
via the medium of facetious observa- 
tions, such as Edward's on the char- 
acter of his mother, whom he de- 
scribes as ‘an obstinate old woman 
who lived to an indecent age’. 

The role of Mrs. Langtry is in the 
hands of Hermione Hannen, who 
handles it well. Leo Genn, as the 
Prince of Wales, assumes what is 
intended to be the German accent 
for which Edward VII was known, 
and which doesn’t ring true. Paul 
Hernried, on the contrary, displays 
a Teutonic utterance that is perfect. 
His acting stands out brilliantly 
from the remainder of the ~. 

olo. 
(Gilbert Miller has ‘The Jersey 
Lily’ for Broadway.—Ed.) 


DENVER ELITCH 
SET FOR 1 
WEEK RUN 


—_———— 





Denver, May 14. 
Summer season at Elitch’s Gardens 
will open June 23 and continue 10 
weeks. First bill will bring Michael 
Whalen and Sylvia Field in ‘No Time 
for Comedy.’ Other shows may in- 
clude ‘Margin for Error,’ ‘Missouri 
Legend,’ ‘The Weak Link,’ ‘Ladies in 
Retirement’ and ‘Mornings at Seven.’ 
Among the members of the company 
will be Brandon Peters, Helen Bon- 
fils, Ruth Lee, Viola Roach, Mary 
Howes, Millard Mitchell, Francis 
Compton and Lucian Self. 
George Somnes will again direct. 





St. Louis Opener 
St. Louis, May 14. 

Opening show at the Municipal 
Theatre Assn. in Forest Park play- 
house, beginning June 3, will be ‘The 
American Way.’ Among those who 
will appear during the season are 
Hilda Burke, Wynn Murray, Cass 
Daley, Marjorie Knapp, James Bar- 
ton, Vincent Price, Sterling Hollo- 
way, Norma Terris, Nancy McCord, 
Rosemarie Brancato, Hope Manning, | 
Audrey Christie, Vivian Fay, Wilbur 
Evans and William Lynn, 





More Seats in New Hope 
Kenyon Nicholson and Theron 


playhouse, New Hope, Pa., are add- 
ing more than 100 seats to the main 
floor of the house, bringing the ca- 
pacity to about 400...Guy Palmer- 
ton will reopen his Lake Whalom 
strawhat at Fitchburg, Mass., June 
24 for its seventh season...Torrey 
McKinney will manage the Chase 
Barn theatre, Whitefield, N. H.... 
Wharf theatre, Provincetown, Mass., 
is reported to have been destroyed 
in the recent blizzard...Arthur 
Pierson may direct a theatre at Mar- 
blehead, Mass., conducted by a Har- 
vards group, with a guest star poli- 
cy. . . . Sir Cedric Hardwicke and 
Charles Coburn will co-star in a 
revival of ‘The Farmer’s Wife’ at the 
Mohawk Drama Festival, Union col- 
| lege, Schenectady, N. Y., during the 
| seven week season opening July 16. 





Skowhegan Early 

One of the first spots to get ac- 
tively underway will be the Lake- 
wood theatre, Skowhegan, Me., with 
Melville Burke again directing and 
| such players as Harry Carey, Henry 
| Hull, Madge Evans, Louise Camp- 
bell, Frank Wilcox, Ann Mason, 
Romney Brent and Joyce Arling 
slated to appear. Hume Cronyn had 
been expected back, but he has. 
gone to his home at London, Ont., 
and it’s feared he may go into the 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





was ‘academic twaddle.’ 


As is his custom, John Mason Brown, New York Post drama critic, was 
critical of Robert E. Sherwood’s playwrighting in his review of ‘T 
Shall Be No Night,’ the dramatist’s newest work, at the Alvin, N. y 
Although he praised the play, Brown called it structurally weak and re. 
peated his previous complaints that Sherwood depends for his dramatic 
effects upon current newspaper headlines. Brown was the only New York 
critic who panned the same author's ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ last season. 
In Sunday’s N. Y. Times Sherwood was quoted as saying Brown’s criticism 


‘There 


Fact that Brown has given unfavorable reviews to almost every Play- 
wrights’ Co. production (exception was Elmer Rice’s ‘Two on an Island’) 


is noteworthy considering that his 


employer, George Backer, N. Y. Post 


owner and publisher, is one of the Playwrights’ Co. angels. Backer hag 


acquired the paper since formation of the Playwrights and since Brown 


pulling his punches subsequently. 


began panning their shows, but the critic has failed to show any sign of 





‘Vehement anti-war pamphlet, called “The Actors Present War,’ was 


issued last week by the Theatre 


Arts Committee and the Hollywood 


League for Democratic Action. Both organizations are generally regarded 
as having radical tendencies. Written by Richard Hood from ‘research by 
the Publications Division of the Theatre Arts Committee,’ the 52-page 
booklet is apparently intended for distribution among members of the 
various Associated Actors & Artistes of America affiliates, although it's 
not known whether the union membership lists were made available. Re. 


cent instance of TAC obtaining use of the Four A’s mailing lists aroused 


criticism among factions opposing the TAC political views. 
Present War’ is generally a forceful argument for U. S. isolation, but it 
evidences a whitewash of the Soviet invasion of Finland and shadow- 


boxes with the Hitler-Stalin pact. 


entered the premium ticket field. 


Greece. 


wrights. 
Iilinois’ and ‘No Time for Comedy’. 


‘Actors 





Leblang’s ticket department, which sells tickets at 75c above the box- 
office rates like other agencies, has moved from the Broadway store front 
to quarters in the lobby of the Longacre building near 42d street. 
now combined with the Postal Telegraph adjunct, through which Leblang’s 


It is 


Cut-rate department remains down- 


stairs in the same building, on the subway level. 





Love’s Old Sweet Song,’ Plymouth, started as a three-act show, but has 
been playing in two acts since shortly after the opening. Claimed that 
the performance is more effective, but the switch calls for a fast change 
from an exterior to an interior setting. 

‘Song’ is more expensive to operate than the average straight show. 
There are over 30 people on stage, including kids. Crew has 17 men. 





Francis Robinson, former drama editor of the Banner, Nashville, who 
has been in advance for Playwrights Co. attractions this season, will be 
press agent for Katharine Cornell next season. That post was held by the 
late Ray Henderson, who was killed in a plane accident off the coast of 
Dick Maney has been handling the press for the star since then. 
Robinson has been around Broadway attractions in town and on tour 
for two years, being a ‘discovery’ of William Fields, p.a. for the Play- 
He was also a company manager for ‘Key Largo,’ ‘Abe Lincoln in 








Plays Out of Town 











EAST OF TAHITI 


Los Angeles, May 17. 

Drama in three acts, six scenes, by 
Benet Costa; features Sheila Darcy; di- 
rected by Leon Lord; settings by Dickson 
Morgan; presented by Filmcity Productions 
at Mayan theatre, Los Angeles, May 7, 
"40; $1.50 top. 

Cast: Eddy Fields, 
erine Jackson, Reona_ FErro, 
John Bagni, Evan Thomas, 


Nita Hardege, Kath- 
Ted Erwin, 
Vic Groves, 


| William Wag. 





Takeoff on ‘White Cargo’ and a 


Seas won’t linger as long in the 
memory of those who sat in on the 
opening than it will at the long dark 
Mayan downtown. It has nothing 
new to offer other than a showcase 
for Sheila Darcy, young film actress, 
who is an eyeful, although lacking in 
dramatic finish. She makes her en- 
trance in a sarong and then goes for 
low-cut gowns that would befit a 
deb at her coming out. Kinda out 
of place for the uncharted island of 
Mana Ana, but so is almost every- 
thing else, including her supporting 
cast and the story premise. 

Yarn has to do with a Polynesian 
princess who returns to reclaim her 
island from three exploiters of her 
people and the rare pearl deposits. 
Three males, an Englishman, French- 
man and American, are warned by 
the sarong-draped beaut that they 
will be punished for their misdeeds. 
Her fatal beauty will do it and sure 
enough the three go on the make 
for her and wind up shooting each 
other for her favor. The Yank sur- 
vives the carnage and makes off 
with the princess. 

‘East of Tahiti’ will go west fast. 

Helm. 


‘Heritage of the Desert 
Pasadena, May 8. 


Adaptation of Zane Grey’s novel by 
Charley King and Robert Chapin in eight 
scenes; Gilmor Brown, supervising direc- 
tor; Ralph Urmy, director; sets by Rita 
Glover; presented by Pasadena Community 
Playhouse, April 30, '40. ’ 





Canadian army. Lakewood will try 
out two new plays, Phil and Frances 
Dunnings’ ‘Dollars and Horse Sense’ 
and Owen Davis’ adaptation of 
Richard and Mrs. Lockridge’s ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. North’ whodunit. 





Pawling’s Schedule 
New plays to be tested at the Star- 
light theatre, Pawling, N. Y., in- 
clude ‘Moon in Mars,’ the week of 
June 10; ‘A Lady Passed This Way,’ 
June 17; ‘Our Girls,’ July 8; ‘Climb- 
ing,’ Aug. 19... . Walter Armitage 
has purchased the County theatre, 
Suffern, N. Y., from Robert Cutler. 
He will offer three tryouts during 
the summer, two of them of his own 








authorship. 


Cast: Herschel Daugherty, Peter Engle, 
Erno Bertel, Virginia Lykins, Mary Riley, 
Barbara Lee, Lee Russell Lemon, Bruce 
Roberts, Carleton Lloyd, Julia Gage, Mar- 
garet Heimann, Joan Yendes, Steve Dar- 
rell, Jack Swan, Kenny Davidson, Tony 
Backus, Rune Hultman, John Webster, 
Drake Smith, Tom Reynolds, William Witt- 
hous, Robert Alexander, Frank Huntley, 
Grant Cutler, Shiela Stapler, Jack Monson, 
Eral Calloway, Dick Turner, 





As picture material, Zane Grey’s 
venerable western tale has served 
the screen well. In fact so well that 
Paramount thrice has plied it for 


| good returns. It was first screened in 


1924, which is the tip-off to its dated- 
ness for the stage. Despite yeoman 
duty by the advanced studes of 
Pasadena Playhouse to give it a con- 
vincing ring, and a well contrived 


dozen others localed in the South | 


L. A. LIGHT OPERA SEES 
ANOTHER RED SEASON 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

Despite an advance sale approx!- 
mating $75,000 for four-week light 
opera season ushered into the Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium last night 
(Mon.) by Los Angeles Civic Opera 
Festival, outlook is for venture to 
go into the ‘red’ for second con- 
secutive year. Budget for the four 
| weeks season here, embracing five 
| productions, has been set at $125,- 
000, and $90,000 budgeted for four 
weeks at the Curran theatre, San 
Francisco, to run_ simultaneously 
with the local engagement. 

Light opera season last year 
dipped $25,000, and sponsors figure 
to lose that much, if not more, on 
current experiment. Opening at- 
traction here is ‘Show Boat,’ which 
debutted (13) for one week, then go- 
ing to Frisco. Dual bill of ‘Pina- 
fore’ and ‘Savoy Romance,’ starring 
John Charles Thomas, which opened 
in the northern city last night, re- 
places ‘Show Boat’ here (20). 

Two remaining offerings of festival 
will be ‘The Merry Widow,’ with 
Walter Woolf King featured, and 
‘The Red Mill.’ 











dramatization by Charley King and 
Bob ‘Chapin, it fails to come off bet- 
ter than a hopeless venture. Nor is 
it helped along by the staging. Cut 
up into eight scenes, it becomes a 
choppy sequence of incidents that 
never really gets going. 

For 23 years the Pasadenans have 
tried almost everything in the way 
of dramatic presentation. Someone 
stumbled across the fact that a Zane 
Grey yarn had never been given a 
full staging. What with the season 
waning and the chance to claim an- 
other first. Gilmor Brown’s crew 
decided to make a try, come what 
may. As theatrical fare its appeal 
is limited to those who like shotgun 
operas. There’s enough action and 
gun play to keep it moving, but most 
of the situations become slightly 
ludicrous due to the senile premise. 
Hollywood’s producer of the ‘Hop- 
along Cassidy,’ Harry Sherman, was 
out front bent on uncovering a find, 
but the only one he must have 
cuffed was Barbara Lee, a person- 
able young actress who essays the 
squaw love interest. 

The films won’t have to worry 
about ‘Heritage’ being appropriated 
by the stage. It’s not for the foot- 
lights, unless the good old days of 
melodramatic westerns are eéar- 





marked for a renaissance. Helm. 
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Nabe Experiment 
By Cornell in N.Y. 
NS.G. at $7,500 


Experiment of reviving neighbor- 
hood legit around New York proved 
a disappointment when Katharine 
Cornell appeared in ‘No Time for 
Comedy’ at the Majestic, Brooklyn, 
Jast week. Attraction, which scored 
ea successful run on Broadway last 
week and just completed a country- 
wide tour, grossed approximately 
$7,500 in the 1,800 seater across the 
river. Show was scaled at $2.75, as 
‘against $3.30 on Broadway and in 
most road stands. Variance was not 
enough to lure the Brooklynites. 

Majestic was one of the theatres of 
the so-called subway circuit which 
has been out for some years. At- 
tractions played the nabes at pop 
scales after the original engagements, 
houses bein ery | On upper 
Broadway and in the Bronx, Brook- 
lyn and Newark, latter at one time 
supporting two legiters. 

Freak in admission scales applies 
to two shows on tour as compared to 
the originals playing New York. 
Road shows of ‘Margin for Error’ and 
‘Tobacco Road’ have higher tops 
than the current originals in town at 
the Majestic and Forrest, respec- 
tively. Former has a top of $1.65, 
scale having been halved when it 
moved from the Plymouth. ‘Road,’ 
which has been playing at the same 
scale, dropped to $1.10 this week. 


GRASS’ LUSH 
$95.00 IN HUB 


Boston, May 14. 
‘Keep Off the Grass’ wound up 
second tryout week with smash-hit 
biz and a good advance sale for the 
third and final stanza. ‘Soringtime 
for Henry,’ starring Edward Everett 
Horton, drew a satisfactory tally last 











week, with promise of equalling or | 


bettering that figure this week, its 
final. 

‘The Hands of the Clock,’ for- 
merly titled ‘To What Red Hell,’ 
opened here Saturday (11) 
Sara Allgood starred. 

Estimated for Last Week 


‘Keep Off the Grass,’ Shubert (2nd | 
wk) (1,590; $3.30). Musical is well- | 


liked and patronized during altera- 
tions and reduction of running time 
by 30 minutes. Second canto 
whammo $25,000. One more week. 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ Wilbur 
(Ist wk) (1,227; $2.20). Not flirting 
with any records, but first week’s 
$9,000 gate is quite satisfactory. One 
more week. 


Stander in N.Y. Musical 


Hollywood, May 14. 
Lionel Stander goes east late this 
month to join the cast of the Al 
Jolson musical, ‘On the Line.’ 
He takes off as soon as he finishes 
in ‘The Bride Wore Crutches’ 
20th-Fox. 











Goldwyn 


Continued from page 5 














safety cushion for the entire in- 
dustry. 
Minimizes Star Values 

Even star values are minimized by 
Goldwyn, who cites what ‘Hurricane’ 
did for Jon Hall; how his ‘Stella 
Dallas’ brought back a Barbara 
Stanwyck, and really made her 
star anew; that possibly his forth- 
coming ‘The Westerner’ (Gary 
Cooper) will ditto for Dorothy Dav- 
enport, femme lead. 

Goldwyn came east with William 
S. Paley, president of Columbia 
Broadcasting System, and has been 
charged up by Paley on television. 
While east, Goldwyn also got a load 
of a new Phonovision gadget which 
Frank Orsatti and Sam Sax are try- 
ing to merchandize. These, plus the 
radio, are elements the producers see 
as among ever-increasing reasons for 
not patronizing motion pictures. 
Dualers he views as a menace be- 
cause you sit through a. dud until 
midnight in order to see the No. 1 
feature, and the customer is so sa- 
tiated and fatigued by bedtime it 
doesn’t encourage any film patroniz- 
ing for another month. 

To get ’em back into the habit, 
and to offset the advance of scien- 
tific amusement gags and gadgets, 
whether television, phonovision or 
anything else, he emphasizes the 
need for radical revision of the in- 
dustry setup. At least anything to 
Msure quality product. 


with 


at | 


‘further enhance the revue. 


Toledo Al Fresco Shows 


Toledo, May 14. 

Becond season of outdoor operas 
is scheduled for the Zoo Amphi- 
theatre at Walbridge Park, Toledo, 
for four weeks beginning July 15. 
Erie Mattson, tenor, signed for ap- 
pearances in three of the four pro- 
ductions, John Ehrle is entrepreneur 
and Ralph Dunbar is director for the 
series, 

Offerings will include, in the fol- 
lowing order, ‘Rio Rita,’ ‘Naughty 
Marietta,’ ‘The Vagabond King,’ and 
‘Merry Widow.’ 


“MARGIN NICE 
$9,000 IN CHI 


—_—_—_~ 








Chicago, May 14. 

Entry of the week was ‘Margin for | 
Error,’ which came in as the sixth 
and final play on the American Thea- 
tre Society subscription season. 
Notices were okay enough, but gen- 
eral legit conditions have been lax 
in this burg for several weeks now 
and only a powerful boxoffice show 
can stand up against the seasonal 
doldrums. 

In general, the legit season is now 
over in Chicago as far as new entries 
are concerned, and it now appears 
that the next show for Chicago will 
be the road company of ‘Male 
Animal,’ scheduled for the Selwyn 
on Labor Day. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life with Father,’ Blackstone (12th 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Strong at all 
times, with only few empty pews. 
Bright at $17,000. 

‘Little Foxes,’ Selwyn (3d week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Not at all up to ex- 
pectations, especially after fine re- 
views. Took $11,000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Harris 
(20th week) (1,000; $2.75). Continues 
at slightly better than 50% capacity 
and figures to try to span summer 
spell. Again around $10,000. . 

‘Margin for Error,’ Grand (lst 
week) (1,300; $2.20). Came in with | 
ATS subscription backing and sliced 
admission scale, with the subscrip- 
tion coin proving a boon. Got $9,000 
| for initial session. 
‘Philadelphia Story,’ Erlanger (4th | 
| week) (1,400; $3.30). Slipped some- | 
| what, but still strongest money of, 
| the town at $18,000. One more week. | 


College Play 
TEN TO ONE 


Providence, May 10. 

Brown University’s Brownbrokers present 
musical revue in two acts and 24 scenes as 
sixth annual production. Musical direction 
by Allen B, Williams; music and lyrics by 
Sid Marks, Walter Boughton, Lou Valente, 
| George McAlpine, Ted Rickard, Doris Shal- 
len, Roy Hunt, Ann Montagno, Miriam 
| O’Brien, Tom Tomasney, Al Acorn and Bill 
| Reisman; sketches by Edward C, Martin; 


























“lances created and staged by Barbara Ham; 
| Arthur H. Cooper in charge of production; 
settings, Thomas Ryan; costumes, Frances | 
Babcock, Winona Zadek and John Prodgers. 
At Faunce House, Brown University, week 
May 7, ‘40. 





| 


} Cast: Dan Braude, Frank Wood, Ann 
| KRiseman, Phil Knesal, Budge Whiting, | 
| Lucille Stark, Mel Webster, Strat Walling, | 
| Caroline Bradshaw, Vivian Cohen, Gledhill | 
Cameron, Bobbie’ Bliss, Hef Fritschle, | 
| Marion Whetham, Jean Perry, Bob Perry, 
Kay Ahern, Clara Schwab, Bob Rogerson, 
| Fd Martin, Mary Louise Skaggs, Alex 
| Watson, Art Drew, Jim Cunningham, 


| Marion Samar, Barbara Ham, Frannie Bah- 

|eock, Bill Reisman, Bert Buxton, Allen B. | 
Williams, Crace Allen, Bob Dick, Mary 

| McGann, Wally Karutz, Roberta Bliss, Ann 

| Montagano, lois Lindblom, Tom Lomasney, 

| Sid Ely, Art Bijur, Lollie Kaffenberger. 





Brownbrokers’ sixth annual pro- | 
| duction is listenable and eye-filling,. 
| but it lacks punch and falls short of 
| near-professional standards of previ- 
|ous offerings. Theme features a mu- 
| sically-minded New York. The show, 
| with two slight exceptions, is happily 
'free of political puns, leaning more 
| toward sophisticated presentation. 
| Satire is drawn on Elsa Maxwell 
iand John J. Anthony, the latter be- 
ling more easily adaptable to a dou- 
| ble-talk routine as evidenced by a 
|sex-starved wife who tells radio’s 
trouble shooter: ‘I want to become a 
mother; can you help me?’ 

Among the more impressive sets is 
| the ‘Southern Cruise’ number, which 
|combines swaying beauts a la Dor- 
|othy Lamour, the good baritone of 
Allen Williams, and a judicious use 
of stage lighting; the ‘Fun House’ at | 
Coney Island, with slides, screams, 
etc.; ‘Hotel for Women’ set, and the 
‘Greenwich Village’ number. The | 
latter presents a wierd surrealistic 
dance which is a standout. | 

Dance ensemble numbers are pret- | 
tily staged by a well-dressed, well- | 
rehearsed chorus, but better-trained | 
voices may have helped some of the 
other numbers. Among some of the 
show’s catchier tunes afe: ‘In Spring,’ 
by Lou Valente; ‘Black Night,’ by 
George McAlpine and Ted Rickard; | 
‘No Sleep. No Rest, No Peace of | 
Mind.’ by Valente and Ann Montag- | 
no: ‘Deep in My Heart,’ by Miriam | 
O’Brien. and ‘Stop, Look and Listen,’ 
by Al Acorn. 7 

The production has sets which | 
| would earn the palm in any man’s | 
college, while easy to look at a | 

alo. 





| Bankhead Setup 


| bership. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of May 13) 





‘Abe Lincoln in Hlinois’ (Raymond 
Massey )—Auditorium, Portland, Ore. 
(13-14 ); Temple, Tacoma (15); Royal 
Victoria, Victoria (16); Empress, 
Vancouver (17-18). 

‘Hand of the Clock’ (Sara Allgood) 
—Plymouth, Boston. 

‘Key Large’ (Paul Muni)—Geary, 
San Francisco. 

‘King Richard I’ (Maurice Evans) 
—Biltmore, Los Angeles. 

‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
Blackstone, Chicago. 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Vera Zorina, 
Victor Moore, William Gaxton)— 
Forrest, Philadelphia. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Margin for Error’—Grand Opera 
House, Chicago. 

‘Meet the People’—Playhouse, Hol- 
ly wood. 

‘Oscar Wilde’—E] Capitan, Holly- 
wood. 

‘Philadelphia Story’ ‘(Katharine 
Hepburn )—Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
Everett Horton)—Wilbur, Boston. 

‘Tobaceo Road’ ‘(John Barton)— 
Cass, Detroit. 


‘TOBACCO ROAD’, IN DET., 
DOES OKAY 126; HOLDS 


Detroit, May 14. 


‘Tobacco Road’ will keep the le- 
gitimate season rolling along later 





‘than usual by settling down for at 


least a second week. 


In its nine performances last week, 
at the Cass, the play picked up bet- 
ter than $12,000 for its nine per- 
formances at $1.65 top. 








Continued from page 49 





1937 there was a resolution requir- 
ing independent nominations to be 
made not later than 24 days prior 
to election. The Bankhead filing 


| was on May 3, just 21 days before 


election and Turner said that was 
one day before the deadline. 
Clarification of the rules explained 
why the militants did not retaliate 
over the Jaffe matter. It was first 
thought they had up to Friday (10) 
to file other independent nomina- 
tions, it being finally determined 
that such petitions must be filed 
within 20 days of election and bal- 
lots must be mailed -eut at least two 
weeks prior to such date. It was 
therefore too late for the group to 
act, had it been inclined. 
Considerable comment was made 


| about those who engineered the pe- 
| tition. 


General criticism was that 
two members of the council had vir- 
tually repudiated the selections of 
the others when they accepted the 
slate. drawn up by three council 
nominators and six from the mem- 
Councillors involved are 
Clyde Fillmore and Winifred Leni- 
han, the latter having actually 
worded the petition. 

In addition to the discussion over 
the petition, which Equity leaders 
feared might ‘tear wide open’ a sit- 
uation that had quieted down, there 
was more talk about the resolution 
barring members from activities 
with the Theatre Arts Committee. 
But the resolution was unchanged, 


| despite the difference in opinion it 


has created. 

It has been suggested that the 
rules be changed so that, in the fu- 
ture, flare-ups such as the Bank- 
head-Jaffe move would be mitigated. 
Constitutional changes may be neceés- 
sary to effect that end. Idea is that 
such petitions require the signature 


' of at Jeast 100 senior members, in- 


stead of the present rule which re- 
quire but 15. Further suggested that 
such nominations have a longer time 
limit. In that way the administra- 
tion would probably avoid such em- 
barrassments as caused by the 
Bankhead nomination. 











Shows in Rehearsal 


Love’ — Players 





‘Love for 
Club. 
‘I Walk with Music’ 
After Three’ )—Shuberts. 
‘It's a Girl-—Berney and Shill. 
‘Railroads on Parade’—World’s 
Fair. 
‘Russian Bank’ — Theodore 
Komisarjevsky. 


(‘Three 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (comedy). D (drama), R 


(operetta). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th Si. 
(23d week) (M-1,375; $3.30). Drop 
in attendance continued last week 
blamed on daylight time and the 


war developments; leader dipped to | 


around $25,000 level. 


‘Grey Farm,’ Hudson (2d week) 
(CD-1,094; $3.30). Light attendance 
after opening; weak press; takings 
estimated around $3,000; doubtful. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(86th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Went 
off like all other musicals, but parties 
helped and there are more this 
week; $23,000, very good for long 
stayer. 


‘Higher and Higher,’ Shubert (6th 
week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Felt the de- 
cline after excellent start; about as 
much as anything on list, however, 
with better than $25,000 claimed. 

‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Milfer (7th 
week) (D-940; $3.30). Friday night 
after Holland and Belgium were in- 
vaded was particularly dull in the- 
atres: this strong drawing meller 
went to around $13,000. 


‘Lady in Waiting,’ Beck (7th week) . 


(C-1,100; $3.30). Figured to stick if 
weathering the next few weeks; 
World’s Fair expected to have some 
effect on boxoffices; around $10,000. 
‘ ‘Love’s Old Sweet Song,’ Plymouth 
(2d week) (CD-1,075; $3.30). Busi- 
ness okay until Fridav, when all 
shows seemed to be affected; rated 
around $10,000, fair enough for 
show, which drew indifferent press. 

‘Life with Father,’ Empire (27th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Advance 
sale so strong that there was little 
if any effect at boxoffice, and $19,000 
mark was shaded again. 


Box (30th week) 
Did not sell out all nights last week 
for first time, but drop hardly mate- 
rial and quoted over $19,500. 
‘Margin for Error,’ Majestic ‘28th 
week) (C-1,715; $1.65). Was off 
somewhat, but with operating costs 
revised downward probably bettered 
even break; $8,500 approximated. 
‘Morning Star,’ Longacre (4th 
week) (C-1,012; $2.20). One of newer 
shows which has had tough sledding: 


rated around $4,000 and must im- 
prove to stick. 
‘My Dear Children.’ Belasco (C- | 


1,077; $3.30). Final and 15th week: 
John Barrymore show slipped under 
$9,000 level, may relight. 

‘Out from Under,’ 
Yanked Saturday (12): 
after weak press; played one week 
and one night. 

‘Return of the Vagabond,’ National 
(C-1,162; $3.30). 
sented by George M. Cohan, who 
also stars; only debut this week; 
opened Monday (13), 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Mansfield 
week) (C-1,014; $3.30). Slump last 
week dented pace somewhat, but 
cut-rates carrying it along to some 
profit; $5,000. 

‘Skylark,’ Morosco (29th week) 
(C-961; $3.30). Another week to go: 
show will lay off then due to reopen 
July 15 on Coast after possible sum- 
mer spot appearance; around $11.000. 

‘The Fifth Column,’ Broadhurst 
(D-1,142; $3.30). Final and 11th 
week; war drama fared fairly well 
and probably could continue; due to 
relight in fall; approached $12,000 


Biltmore. 


(7th 


mark. 

‘The Male Animal,’ Cort (18th 
week) (C-964; $3.30). Felt down- 
ward trend again, with takings 
quoted around $11,500, but still 
profitable. 


‘The Strangler Fig,’ Lyceum. Taken 
off Saturday after panning; one 
week, 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Alvin 
(2d week) (D-1,357; $3.30). New war 
drama not affected last week, when 
takings approached $23,200; word-of- 
mouth should keep engagement go- 
ing through summer, or longer. 

‘Tebacco Road,’ Forrest (344th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Scale dropped 
from $1.65 with idea of luring Fair 
visitors; takings around $3,500, with 
road show, however, still making 
money. 

‘Too Many Girls,’ Broadway (M- 
1,900; $2.20). Suspends Saturday 
(19), at which time engagement will 
have spanned 31 weeks; okay for 
while after scale was reduced, but 
last week blighted boxoffice and 
takings dropped under $12,000. 

‘Twe for the Show,’ Booth (14th 
week) (R-704; $4.40). Another musi- 
cal that was heavily affected last 
week, when takings slipped to ap- 
proximately $9,000. 

ADDED 

‘Liliom,’ 44th St. (CD-1.326; $2.75). 
Dropped under $8,000 last week, 
{which was the seventh, and revival 
was taken off. 

‘Romeo and Juliet,’ 5ist St. (1.609; 
' $3.30). Drew decidedly mixed notices 
l after Thursday (9) debut and 





(revue), M (musical), F ‘farce), O| 


.| formances, 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
(C-1,012; , $3.30). | 


little coin | 


Written and pre- | 


Hitler Dents Bway; DuBarry, 256, 
Higher, Ditto, Hellz, 236, All Of, | 
Lunts’ ‘Night’ Very Stron s$2350) | 








| Saar not definite; better ‘line this 
week, bs 

| ‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (128th 
|; week) (R-961; $1.65). In last six 
| weeks; due for tour in summer spots 
jand road; around $5,000, which 
| betters even break for intimate 
re 





EVANS STOUT 
$6,000 IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 14. 
Bard of Avon is vici with the 
| psychopathy ef ‘Oscar ilde’ and 
the sprightliness ef a revue giving 
much of the inside of Hollywood 
‘here currently. Maurice Evans is 
| paying a return visit to the Biltmore, 
‘opening a 10-day run in ‘King 
| Richard II,’ and giving the natives 
something to rave about. 
| “Wilde,” in on a_ straight rental 
| basis at El Capitan in Hollywood, is 
| building and, with a small operat- 
|ing nut, promises to hold out for 
several weeks longer. ‘Meet the 
People’ continues at a good pace at 
the Playhouse in Hollywood, where 
it opened nearly five months ago. 

Estimates for Last Week 

King Richard Mi,’ Biltmore (S- 
1,656; $2.75). Mauriee Evans has a 
strong following here, following his 
brief visit a year ago, and locals are 
turning out en masse for his 
Shakespearean opus. First four per- 
opening (9) brought 
| around $6,000, very good consider- 
ing excessive heat. 

‘Meet the People,’ Playhouse, 
Hollywood (R-1,100; $1.65) (19th 
| week). Holding its own and last 
' week added another $5,000 to al- 
| ready heavy take. 

‘Oscar Wilde,’ El Capitan, Holly- 
wood (D-1,560; $1.65) (3rd week). 
Building right along and looks good 
for several more stanzas. Last 
week brought nifty $6,000, which 
spells plenty profit. 


ENBREE CONCERT UP ON 
CHARGES BEFORE AGMA 


American Guild of Musical Artists 
national board yesterday (Tuesday ) 
heard charges against the Mabel K. 
Enbree Concert Service, Inc., for a 
number of alleged abuses, Hearing 
is set for Friday (17). 


Outfit, the only independent com- 
' munity concert bureau competing 
| with NBC Artists Service and Co- 
| Jumbia Concerts Corp., has been ac- 
tive in 49 towns, representing about 
50 artists. 


Vagabond’ Disappoints 
In Pittsbargh at $7,500 


Pittsburgh, May 14. 

George M. Cohan took his ‘Return 
of the Vagabond’ from here to New 
York without very much encourage- 
ment from either the critics or the 
boxoffice. Two of the three notices 
were pans, the third was guarded 
and show worked up little enthu- 
siasm. Playing Nixon at $2.75 top 
under ATS auspices, Cohan knocked 
down just a bit better than approx- 
imately $7,500, and considerably 
more than half of that was already 
in the cash-drawer from subscrip- 
tion sales, 

‘Vagabond’ washed up legit season 
at Nixon after 30 weeks, house go- 
ing in for one-night rentals to local 

| dance academies and dramatic so- 
| cieties for remainder of month, shut- 
tering around June 1 until mid- 
| September. ATS subscription 
| blanks are already out for 40-41, 
‘Fifth Column’ and ‘There Shall Be 
No Night’ being ali that are promised 
' to date. 


‘Genius’ Takes the Stage 


Los Angeles, May 14. 

‘Such Genius,’ new legit comedy 
by Hunter Lovelaceand Claire Par- 
rish, opens at the Ben Bard theatre 
May 20 for one week, with James 
Norval) groducing. 

Play in three acts is directed by 
Kent Thurber. 
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ALEXANDER BLACK 


Alexander Black, 81, newspaper- 
man, novelist and devisor of a 
method of accompanying lantern 
slides by a recitation of specially 
prepared dramatic continuity—pop- 
ularly known as ‘picture plays,’ the 
predecessor of modern motion pic- 
ture drama—died of a heart attack 
May 8 at his home in New York. On 
May 1 he suffered a paralytic stroke 
while riding in a taxi. 

The early ‘90s, which served as 
the incubator of Edison's kineto- 
scope, also saw the developnient of 
Black’s technique in treating screen 
drama. Before a_ distinguished 
gathering in a New York studio on 
Oct. 9, 1894, he offered the first full- 
length screen play, ‘Miss Jerry,’ the 
tale of a press reporter. 

In a darkened room, stills were 
projected upon a screen at the rate 
of four a minute. A voice accom- 
panied the unreeling with a descrip- 
tion of the narrative. Though by no 


stretch of the imagination could his | 
14,000-word scenario duplicate the | 


action and smoothness of a modern 
script Black’s initial effort won such 
acclaim that he went ahead with 
plans for another feature. This was 
known as ‘A Capital Courtship,’ with 
its locale centered about Washing- 
ton. It was shown three years after 
‘Miss Jerry’ and its cast included 
President Grover Cleveland, Thomas 
B. Reed, then Speaker of the House, 
and the British Ambassador. 

Black spent five years in further- 
ing the ‘picture play.’ “He acted as 
writer, producer, cameraman, direc- 
tor and exhibitor. Under the im- 
pression his type of entertainment 
would prove a failure if offered to 
the general public, he withdrew 
from the field near the turn of the 
century. 

A photography enthusiast, he was 
a reporter on the Brooklyn Times, 
Sunday editor of the New York 
World and in 1913, joined the News- 
paper Feature Service, with which 
he stayed for seven years. In 1920, 
he went to King Features Syndicate 
as art editor and remained in that 
capacity 15 years. His books in- 
cluded such works as ‘Photography 
Indoors and Out,’ ‘American Hus- 
bands,’ and ‘The Seventh Angel.’ 

Survived by his second wife, Miss 
Edith O’Dell whom he married five 
years ago. His first wife, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Black, whom he wed in 1881, 
was killed in an automobile accident 
in 1934. Three children by his first 
marriage also survive. 





HENRY B. GENTRY 


Henry B. Gentry, 75, founder of | 


the Gentry Bros. dog and pony 
circus, and former manager of the 
Sells-Floto circus, died at his home 
in Bloomington, Ind., May 7. 

Gentry, whose first job was as a 
grocer’s helper, left that job to join 
Professor Morris’ trained animal 
circus. Four years later he assembled 
a troupe of trained dogs and formed 
his own show. 

The Gentry circus, organized in 
1885, eventually expanded into four 
10-car shows and for 25 years its 
name was a household word to 
circus fans throughout the U. S. Re- 
tiring in 1910, he returned to the biz 


OBITUARIES 





|National Academy of Music in 1885. ‘lance writer. 


After touring Europe with other pu- 
pils of Liszt, she began a conceri ca- 
reer in the early 1900's, using her 
maiden name of Rosino Redo. 


partment of the Damrosch Institute, 
N. Y., in 1910, which later was ab- 
sorbed by the Juilliard School of 
Music, she numbered such compos- 
ers and conductors among her pupils 
as Gershwin, Nat and Jack Shilkret 
and Harry Akst. She retired 10 years | 
ago. 

Raia sons, Edward and Marcy 
Klauber, survive. 











A. C. FERGUSON 
| (‘Grandpa Jitters’) 
| A.C. Ferguson, 57, known on stage 
,and radio as ‘Grandpa Jitters,’ died 
‘at Broadlawns General hospital, Des | 
'Moines, of cancer, May 9. He had. 
‘been appearing on the WHO Iowa 
| Barn Dance Frolic for six years. His 
{specialty was a soft shoe dance on 
| sand. 
In addition to his radio work in | 
{recent years he had traveled through | 
the midwest with his own stage 
troupe. 
Besides his mother, with whom 
he resided in Des Moines, he is sur- 
vived by a brother, Edward, of De- 
troit, Mich. 








CHARLES F. NIRDLINGER 


Charles F. Nirdlinger, 77, play- 
wright and author, after an illness 
that first became serious several 
months ago, died in Atlantic City 
May 13. A heart attack was the 
direct cause. 

Included among his plays were 
‘Madame Pompadour,’ ‘The World 
and His Wife’ and ‘First Lady.’ 
Among his books, ‘Masques and 
Mummers’ was probably his most 
successful, being a bestseller at one 
time. 

Once drama critic of the old N. Y. 


Qlustrated American Magazine, he 
was unmarried. 





MARSHALL G. McCARROLL 


Marshall G. McCarroll, 35, Para- 
mount News cameraman, was killed 
Thursday (9) when a chartered plane 
in which he was working at Downey, 
Cal., getting shots over a landing 
field there, crashed into another 
plane. Walter Quinton, who was 
piloting his plane, also was killed. 

With Paramount News 10 years, he 
originally started as a sound tech- 
nician. Survived by widow, father 
and mother. 











SAMUEL EARLEY 
Samuel Earley, 58, managing di- 
| rector of the Benjamin Franklin ho- 
tel, Philadelphia, died Wednesday 
(8) in the Jefferson hospital, Philly, 
of influenza. 

Business associates said he had be- 
|come weakened from overwork in 
| connection with preparation for the 
| Republican National Convention. He 
was active in that respect as presi- 
dent of the Philadelphia Hotel As- 
sociation. 

















* JOHN A. DOUGHERTY 
Funeral for John A. Dougherty, 
| Stage technician with Irving Berlin’s 


in 1916 for four years as manager of | ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ stricken with a 


the Sells-Floto circus, then con- 


trolled by the late Frederic G. Bon- 
fils and Harry Tamen of Denver. 
One of his last ventures in the circus 


heart attack as show was leaving 
Washington for Philadelphia Sunday 
morning (12), will be held here to- 
morrow (15). He lived in suburban 


field was his purchase, in 1928, of the | Absecon and for several years was 
Sparks circus, which he operated for | stageman in A. C. Convention Hall. 


several years. 


Survived by widow and brother, 


He had three brothers of whom | Edward, assistant manager of Con- 


but one, Frank, survives. 


a son, 
sisters. 





JOHN J. LONG, JR. 

John J. Long, Jr., 35, chief engi- 
neer of WHAM, Rochester, N. Y., 
was killed instantly, and Robert M. 
(Bob) Hemings, radio and dance 
band pianist, critically injured last 
week (9) in an auto crash. 

Hemings had played at an enter- 
tainment in Newark, N. J., and Long 
was taking him home when car hit 


a steel girder in a railroad under- | 


pass near Pittsford. Long was 
thrown into the windshield and 
Hemings suffered a broken left leg 
and possible skull fracture. Taken 
to Genesee hospital, Rochester, his 
condition was reported ‘poor.’ 





ROSINA KLAUBER 
Rosina Klauber, 72, the last surviv- 
ing female pupil of Franz Liszt and 
who was George Gershwin’s first 
piano teacher, died May 11 at the 
Park West hospital, New York. 
Born in Budapest, Mrs. Klauber 


two daughters and three} 


He also | vention Hall. 
leaves his widow, Mrs.Grace Gentry; 





| 
| 


SIGNOR MARTINO 


+ Later, 


Herald, and also an editor of the |’ 


:reer in New York, Fitzgerald moved 


to California to handle independent 
productions for May McAvoy, Clara 
Bow and other silent stars. 

he worked in the Bob 
Steele series under Harry Webb. In 
recent years he had been a free- 
Widow survives. 





SAMUEL DAVIES 


Samuel Davies, 69, who retired 
four years ago after 26 years with 


Appointed head of the piano de-| RKO as theatre maintenance super- 


intendent, died May 10 at his home 
in Bronxville, N. Y. He was a fa- 
miliar figure at the Palace, N. Y., 
where he served for 18 years. 

Surviving are his widow, Mrs. Es- 
telle Phillips Davies; three daughters 
and three sons. 





GOTTLIEB H. TOBIAS 

Gottlieb H. Tobias, vet motion pic- 
ture theatre owner of Elmira and 
Corning, N. Y., died in New York 
May 3. He had operated the Air- 
dome, Elmira; Bijou, Princess and 
Corning Opera House, Corning. 

Survived by widow, two children 
and grandchild. Funeral in Elmira 
May 6. 





CHARLES (‘TINA’) PERMANE 

Charles (‘Tina’) Permane (and 
Shelley) died in Milford, Mass., April 
22 after several weeks’ illness. He 
had been a concertina player. 

For the past eight years Permane 
had operated a roadhouse in Milford. 
Widow and son survive. 





EDWARD WITTICH 

Edward Wittich, 83, musician and 
composer, a member and organizer 
of the ‘Wittich band, prominent in 
the middlewest a half century ago, 
died May 9 in.Circleville, O., where 
he lived all his life. Two sons sur- 
vive. 





ETTORE BERTI 
Ettore Berti, 70, Italian actor who 
once appeared with Eleanora Duse, 
died after a lengthy illness in Milan 
May 7. 
In later years he had served as 
professor of elocution at the Milan 
Theatrical “Academy, Milan. 





FRANCIS POWERS 

Francis Powers, 74, producer, di- 
rector and scenarist of silent pic- 
tures, died May 10 in Santa Monica 
after a short illness. 

For years he was secretary of the 
old Motion Picture Directors Asso- 
ciation. 





JAMES E. VISOKY 
James E. Visoky, v. p. and general 
manager of Puritas Springs park, 
northeastern Ohio amusement cen- 
ter, died May 8 in Lutheran hospital, 
Cleveland, following a heart attack. 





Surviving are widow, daughter 
and son. 
ALICE BURNS 
Mrs. Alice Burns, 82, onetime 


stage actress, died May 4 in Holly- 
wood. 





Mrs. Mike Cullen, the wife of the 
Loew district manager making head- 
quarters at Columbus, O., died in 
Miami, Fla., Monday (13). She had 
been ill for some time. The Cullens 
were on vacation in Florida. 





Mother of Morris and William 
Finkel, vet Pittsburgh exhibitors, 
died in Miami May 9 after a long 
illness. 





Father of Ken Hoel, ass‘stant pub- 
licity director of Harris Amus. Co., 
Pittsburgh, died suddenly at his 
home in Akron, O., May 6. 





Charles A. Fisher, 83, former opera 
singer and later a teacher of music, 
| died May 5 in Los Angeles, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ozzie Nelson, son, in 








John H. Cleary, retired circus 
trapezist known professionally as 
Signor Martino, died of a heart at- 
tack May 8 in Norwich, Conn. 

| In addition to appearing with the 
New Orleans minstrels, he toured 
| with Washburn’s circus, the Hay- 
ward shows and the John L. Sullivan 
circus. 

Widow survives. 





| W. C. MEAGHER 

W. C. Meagher, vet Seattle theatre 
official, for years with Jensen-von 
|Herberg and later Hamrick-Ever- 
| green offices, died here May 9 fol- 
lowing a three-month illness. 

A native of San Francisco, he came 
to Seattle in 1905 as auditor for the 
Sullivan - Considine vaude_ circuit. 
Later, he managed the Avenue the- 
atre, Vancouver, B. C. 

Widow survives. 





DALLAS M. FITZGERALD 
Dallas M. Fitzgerald, 63, former 
film director, died May 9 in Holly- 





| Teaneck, N. J.. May 8. Mother is 
Harriet Hilliard, film actress and 
| vocalist with Nelson’s band. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Rose, daugh- 

ter, in New York, May 8. Mother is 
ithe former Babe Clarke, of vaude; 
father is with Variety adv. dept. 
.Mr. and Mrs. Lou Ogull, daughter, 
in Brooklyn, May 9. Mother is film 
writer; father is press agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Tucker, son, in 
Pittsburgh, May 6. Father’s sports 
announcer on WWSW, Pitt. 


wood, son, May 12. Father is a 
producer of westerns for Monogram. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cavett, son, in 
|Los Angeles, May 13. Father is film 
| writer, 





Mark Warnow will lead a band 
composed of the combined outfits 
from 17 schools in the New Rochelle, 
N. Y., area May 28. He’s taking the 
evening off from his ‘We the People’ 
| Tadio broadcast to fulfill the appoint- 





Mr. and Mrs. Ed Finney, Holly-. 





Literati 


Continued from page 24 


Wednesday (8) in Camden Municipal 
hospital of pneumonia. 

Alfred Emison McGinley, 59, stage 
and screen editor of the Winnipeg 
Tribune, died suddenly at his home 
| in Winnipeg Monday May 6. 

Rowe. Stewart, 63, former prez of 
the Philadelphia Record Co., pub- 
lishers of the Philadelphia Record, 
died Sunday (12) at that city. He 
began with the Record as an office 
boy, serving on the old N. Y. Globe 
ana the Washington Hérald before 
returning to. the Record as its top 
man. 

William Seguine, 84, ship news re- 
porter for the N. Y. Sun for 36 years 
until his retirement 15 years ago, 
died Sunday (12) in N. Y. 

Morris De Haven Tracy, 50, col- 
umnist for the Boston Traveler, died 
Saturday (11) at Pinehurst, N. C. 
He served the United Press in New 
York, San Francisco and Los An- 
geles before joining the Boston 
paper. : 














CHATTER 


Garden City Publishing Co., Inc., 
Garden City, L. I., has merged with 
Blue Ribbon Books, 

New York press photogs have 
elected Martin J. McEvilly, of the 
Daily News, as their new prez. 


Herbert Asbury completing tome 
on Chicago tagged ‘Gem of the 
Prairie.’ He’s written several stories 
bought for films. 


Princess Sapieha, of Poland, ar- 
rived in N. Y. from Europe with her 
two children. She is the author of 
‘Polish Profile,’ story of wartime Po- 
land, just out. 

Bill Fadiman, eastern story editor 
of Metro, was taken into the Edi- 
tors Luncheon Club last week. He’s 
first film man to be accepted into 
the exclusive organization for editors 
of publishing houses. 

Bernard Perry has switched from 
the Dutton editorial staff to that of 
Vanguard Press. 

Cass Canfield, the Harper head, has 
gone to England, despite the war, to 
look in on some of the firm’s 
scribblers there. 

Coward-McCann has brought out 
Philip Barry’s play, “The Philadel- 
phia Story,’ in book form. 

Pitts Sanborn, the N. Y. World- 
Telegram music crick, pacted by 
Macmillan for'a biog of Kirsten 
Flagstad. 

Althea Rickert added to the Dell 
Publishing Co. editorial staff. 

In the U. S. for the past few 
months because of lecture commit- 
ments, H. R. Knickerbocker finally 
hopped a boat to report the pro- 
ceedings over there for the Hearst 
papers. 

Amelia Berndt Moorfield elected 
the new prez of the Woman's Press 
Club of New York. She will serve 
for two years. 

Ernest Hemingway in Cuba, polish- 
| ing off a new novel. 

Jesse S. Golcstein gathering data 
| for a biog of Edwin Markham. 


Not Panicked 


L____-. Continued from page 4 

















that their biz was at a standstill due 
to lack of material, authorities is- 


for 2,415 pounds of films, negatives, 
| sound and dubbing equipment draw- 
able on the second period. This was 
distributed in various amounts 
among the various distribs. 

This week they permitted Amer- 
icans to withdraw the difference 
between total taken out on March 
23 and the total amount permitted 
to each on first-quarter licenses. 
Although the number of pounds is 
| unknown, it is reliably learned that 
the latest withdrawal has only 
aided RKO and Warners since oth- 
ers had already withdrawn amount 
{allowed them from customs. De- 
spite these withdrawals, distribs of 
American films are woefully short of 
pictures. 


|Low Countries’ Film Biz 
3% of Foreign Market 


Nazi invasion of Belgium and the 
Netherlands is disrupting all Amer- 
ican distribution in those countries. 





| 
| ent drive by Germans, N. Y. film 
| Officials figure that market tempo- 
| rarily lost. Belgian-Holland busi- 


ness is rated as being 3% of total | 
| foreign revenue of U. S. film com- | 
, panies, about equally divided. Re- | 


turns from Luxemburg are negli- 
| gible. 

| Total absence of any cables from 
key cities in any of three nations 
| hit by the Nazis left New York offi- 


sued a special emergency license ' 


No matter the outcome of the pres- | 


JENKINS BIG-BERTHAS — 
AMBERS IN 3D ROUND 


By JACK PULASKI 


The upset of the season came of 
at Madison Square Garden Friday 
(10) when Lou Ambers was knocked 
out in the third round by Lew Jen. 
kins of Texas, who thereby won the 
lightweight championship, although 
the odds were three to one that he 
would not win. Fans and experts 
thought the match would go the 15. 
round distance because of Amberg’ 
cleverness. He was dropped four 
times and was out on his feet when 
the referee stopped it. 

Fight was sensational, somewhat 
atoning for the Garden’s two previ- 
ous bad cards, Customers climbed 
the seats in the excitement and sur- 
prise of seeing the fleet Herkimer, 
N. Y., kid hit the deck. He had been 
dropped before but never stopped. 

Ambers seemed to have none of 
his fleetness and, while he offered 
no alibis, it is generally understood 
that he was weakened by making 
the 135-pound weight limit and said 
later he would go after the welter 
title. Lou’s speed and footwork, 
which stamped him as one of the 
finest of ringmen, didn’t mean a 
thing to Jenkins, who has a fierce 
sock in either hand. Another factor 
that may have had a part in the 
Jenkins victory was the fact that 
Ambers is said to have been treated 
for a serious kidney condition last 
week on the q. t., though the word 
around Broadway was that it wag 
just a routine hospital checkup. 

New champ is a rangy lad who 
started fighting when he was in the 
army and quit the service when he 
discovered what he could do with 
his mitts. He has appeared around 
New York before, generally win- 
ning by the kayo route, but that he 
could tag Ambers appeared incred- 
ible. Upstater, who copped the title 
from Armstrong last summer in a 
disputed encounter, held the respect 
of all fight followers. 

They rated him highly, too, on 
the ground that he can take it, but 
that didn’t go when Jenkins lashed. 
out a one-two in the first round, the 
right sending Lou down. In the 
second round, a left hook to the head 
had the same effect and the crowd 
was amazed. After the bell rang 
ending that session, the Texan de- 
livered a terrific right on Ambers’ 
chin and latter wobbled to his corner, 
It was the same kind of out-of- 
bounds blow that started Joe Louis 
to defeat when he first met Max 
Schmeling. Ambers said he didn’t 
remember getting hit, which indi- 
cates how muddled he was right 
then, 

Soon after the fatal third started, 
Jenkins had the then-champ on the 
canvas and his manager. Al Weill 
was alarmed, waving for him to stay 
down. A few seconds later Ambers 
took a nine count. Upon arising 
groggily. Weill raised his arms in 
| appeal to save the boy from further 
punishment, but the referee had al- 
ready decided to do that. 

Fight went on at 9:30, being 
‘pushed ahead because all stations 
|; Were sending out the President’s 
speech at 10:30. Two other matches 
went on and the fans remained and 
| listened to the address, which was 
| placed on the Garden’s amplification 
system. 











| 
| 
| 


| MARRIAGES 


| Joyce Matthews to Gonzalo Gomez, 
| in White Plains, N. Y., May 9. Bride 
is stage and screen actress; he’s the 
son of the late president and dictator 
| of Venezuela. 


| Lynn Hayden to Ed Beloin, in 
| Hollywood, May 7. Bride is a model; 
he’s a gag writer for Jack Benny. 

| Germaine Aussey to John Ringling 
| North, in Philadelphia, May 12. 
| She’s a French film star; he’s ex- 
| ecutive head of Ringling Bros., Bar- 
num & Bailey Circus. 

Mary Jacobson to Gene Murphy, 
Loew publicist in N. Y., May 10 in 
Chicago. 

Helen Diller to Michael Hinn, in 
Asheville, N. C., May 4. Groom is 
announcer; bride is vocalist at 
| WWNC, Asheville. 

Eileen Palmer to Lester Tremayne, 
|in Chicago, May 8. Groom is on 
‘First Nighter’ program; bride was 
formerly with KGW, Portland, Ore. 


| 








Steve Swedish band set as house 
outfit for the Modernistic ballroom 
\at Wisconsin State Fair park for the 
| summer, opening May 26. Russ Mor- 
\gan, first time in Milwaukee, will 
;be heard with him for the opening, 


iment, which is sponsored by New R. | cials up in the air as to any damage, |and the name bands will change 
was graduated from the Hungarian wood. Beginning his directorial ca- | Mother’s Clubs and Chamber of C. 


injuries to personnel, etc. 


every Sunday. 
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Broadway 


John Balderston east for several | 
weeks’ visit. 

Sara Enright off to the Coast most- 
ly for a visit. _ ; 

Colette D’Arville, French singer, 
sailed for Paris. . 

Eddie Wyle returned from Coast. | 
Will handle cosmetic novelties. 

W. J. Merrill, RKO v.p.-treasurer, 
back from two weeks’ vacation. 

Arthur Ungar (Variety) in from 
Hollywood for a couple of weeks. | 

Ira Tulipan of Warner publicity 
department resigned Friday (10). 

Former Mayor Jimmy Walker g. | 
of h. at the AMPA luncheon May 23. | 

Jimmy and Bianca Stroock getting 
ready to celebrate 25th anniversary. 

Helen Bonfils (Mrs. George 
Somnes) in town for a couple of | 








weeks. ; 

Bob Gillham left for Chicago Mon- | 
day (13) en route west for Par sales 
convensh. 

John Harkens at Will Rogers’ Me- 
morial hospital, Saranac, for six 
months’ stay. 

Solita Solano, formerly dramatic | 
editor of the Boston Traveler visit- 
ing from Paris. 

George West, Monogram franchise 
holder, planning to visit the Coast 
in about two weeks. 

George Walsh ready to tee off on 
a vacation in the mountains prior 
to laying future plans. 

Betty Field has finished her 
Guatemala vacation and gone to the 





Renfrow, will present initial effort, 
‘Peter Penny.’ 

Steve Cady will shutter his local 
nitery May 25 for the season and 
open the Country Club in adjacent 
St. Louis county. 


The Exchange Building Corp., De- | 


troit, has started work on the new 


| Paramount Exchange building on 


film row; $50,000 has been earmarked 
for project. 

Ralph McGowan, 
the Paramount, L. A., nov assisting 
Harry C. Arthur, Jr., in directing 
nabe, of St. Louis Amus. Co., op- 
erated by F&M. 

George Wiegand has -esigned from 
the operating dept. of F&M Service 


Corp., and is now associated with | 


the Bondholders’ committee, which 
te 52% of the St. Louis Amus. Co. 
stock. 


Miriam Seabold, na ve, with the. 


Ballet Russe last winter, copped 
place in Municipal Theatre Assn. 
chorus. Rehearsals have begun for 


| season that starts June 3 with two- | 


week run of ‘The American Way.’ 

‘The Lost Revolution,’ an original 
comedy in three acts by Besse P. 
Gebhart, native, will be premiered 
at Little theatre starting tomorrow 
(Thursday). Jane Carter, 
Gordon Carter, director of Little 
theatre, will play lead. 





Paris 


By Joseph D. Ravotto 





ill 


who managed | 


London 


Liewellyn 








. 


+ Author Powis ~ left 
18,000 


Cormack, non-professional. 
Clifford and Marion are the only 


_ American act in ‘Garrison Theatre,’ | 


| the Jack Hylton show. 

Having completed his role in the 

filming of ‘Old Bill and Son,’ John 
Mills has rejoined his regiment. 

| “The Silver Patrol’ closed at the 


' New theatre after a month. Show. 


‘cost its 
| $60,000. 

| The props of Murray, the escapolo- 
gist, having been seized in Germany, 
he is now engaged in building new 
| equipment. 

A concert at the Streatham Hill 
| theatre is being organized for the 
, local Comforts Fund for men serv- 
_ ing in the forces. 

Hartley Power to play the Sam 
. Levene role in Clare Boothe's ‘Mar- 
, gin for Error,’ which Ernest C. Rolls 
‘is producing here. 


young female promoter 


| Artists who are regularly enter- | 


| taining troops in Frafice were guests 


wife of of the Press Club at a special din- 


| ner. Basil Dean spoke. 
| Hugo Rignold, former band leader 
‘at London Casino, wielding the stick 
for the Foster-Arnold show, ‘Pre- 
sent Arms,’ at Prince of Wales the- 
atre. 
_ Gainsborough to star Will Fyffe 
/ In provaganda film, ‘Neutral Port.’ 
| Leslie Banks, Yvonne Arnaud, Phyliss 


Edmund Dalby wed Betty Mc- | 


|Mabes and stix. ‘Mutiny on Bount 
| is another Metro repeater. 

Censors tightening up again 
gangster and war pix. 


the red of late with censors. 


(so far this year. ‘Rains 


Aubrey Scotto, 

| 
, tions. 
‘duction field. 
_ Sir Ben Fuller is now interested 
in a nabe house at Horsham, Vic- 
|toria. Pic policy currently operat- 
jing, but knight may switch to home- 
‘brew vaude later. 

Federal government may 
sponsoring propaganda pix owing io 
‘high production costs. Was dicker- 


‘ing with idea of doing two-reeiers | 


|from time to time. 


Hawaiian troupe, 
j|tour here 


booked for 4a 
, decided to accept a date 


for Sir Ben Fuller. then 
, cancelled local visit. 

| Now that production 
,Out again in New South Wales, sev- 
,eral minor Hollywood players are 
'said to be putting out feelers for 
| engagements in locally-mades. 
Many top U. S. acts are being con- 
'tacted by Aussie reps covering a 
‘tour of the Hoyts loop this season 
in conjunction with pic 


Knight 


_into favor again in this zone. 


ir 
on | 


Jimmy Cag- 
|ney and Warners appear to be in 


forego 


in Singapore before hitting Aussie | 


is stepping 


policy. | 
| Stage presentations are coming back | 


Hollywood 


Greer Garson won divorce. 
Irene Dunne to Honolulu on va- 





‘Hunchback’ (RKO), one of best | cation. 
_b.o. bets out of Hollywood for Hoyts | 
Came’ 
(20th), also top click for same loop. 
| Hollywood = di- 
|rector, guest of Lord Mayor Stanley | 


Carroll Peacock fighting pneu- 
| monia. 

David Howard in hospital after a 
i Stroke. 

George R. Bilson opened publicity 


Crick in Sydney at several func- | offices. 
Scotto lookseeing local pro- | 


| Peggy Hunt won a divorce from 

| Scott Hunt. 

| Bette Davis back from her Hono- 

lulu vacation, 

' Ben Holmes recovering from stom- 

‘ach operation. 

' David Wise home from hospital 
after operation. 
Wilfrid Lawson 

sprained ankle. 

| Lee Tracy sailing for New York 
on a freighter. 

Adrian Morris changed his name 
Michael Morris. 

| Roy Webb shot a 75 to win RKO 

; Studio golf tournament. 

'_ Bob Joseph joined Henry C. 

| Rogers’ publicity outfit. 

| The Mort Singers celebrated their 

| 33d wedding anniversary. 

| Luise Rainer renewed her divorce 

| Suit against Clifford Odets. 

| Cedric Gibbons clippered to Ha- 

'wail for a month's siesta. 

| Edward Small made honorary 

lieutenant governor of Arizona. 
Frank V. Kennebeck in from In- 

dia for Paramount sales convention. 


limping on a 


; to 
' 


Coast for a summer's work. Harry Lartigue, Ciro director, 


Newspapermen comprise most of 
guests at Father McCarthy's St. 
Christopher's Inn, Garrison, N. Y. 


with grippe. | Calvert, Hugh McDermott will sup- 


Talk of pickin ‘Re. | Port. Marcel Varne} will direct. 
morques’ a ee “— = | British National signed Naunton 


Georges Milton making comeback | Wayne and Basil Radford to co-star 


Elsie Finn, film critic of the Phila- | jpn next Cirau in recently purchased ‘Crook's 
delpnia ge one —_ de Maurice Tajcle, United ~irtists | Tour.’ Yarn is airing as a radio 
written a legit comedy, “Too Much | agent in Lyons, has received the | S¢tial. John Baxter to produce and 
Love. military medal. ' direct. 


Warner’s Teddington completed 


Philip MacDonald in from the wm 1 a 
e. Alphonse Daudet, widow of l casting of next feature, ‘Fingers,’ 


Coast to remain m New York in-| author of ‘ ian? 

definitely. Working on a play and a) writer » By oe" By herself @ | London gangster story, with Leonora 

novel. , Nicolas Hayer, French pict cam- Corbett, Clifford Evans, Esmond 
Evelyn Nesbit has op2ned a swank | eraman, demobilized and. back | Knight, Elizabeth Scott and Peter 


| Stocks in major Greater Union|. 5¢m Clark recuperating at Palm 
tieups changing hands at upped | Springs after a long hospiial siege. 
prices as buyers contemplate merger |, Spyros and George Skouras here 
with Hoyts some time this July. | for conferences with brother Charles. 

Ed Kuykendall left for Washington 


Hoyts’ profits very high on past six | 
months’ trading under Charles | t© watch the progress of the Neely 
Munro. bill. 


William Russell joined Wiliam 


George Cross, casting director for y SaBee P 
B 8 Meiklejohn’s talent department at 


Cinesound, has taken command of 
Cinesound’s talent school under| Paramount. — ; 
chief direction of Ken G. Hall.| , Fred Mills in for huddles with 





cosmetic shop on the east side of in | 
town, retiring permanently from 
show business. 

Bill Dover giving up his N. Y. 
agency venture and returning to the 
Coast. 
Darryl Zanuck. 

Beth Brown sold two stories in one 
day to Republic, ‘April Night’ and 
‘Millions for Rackets,’ both slated for 
early production. 

Muriel Dickson. Met soprano, and 
Wilella Waldorf. N. Y. Post dramatic 
editor, have taken a summer place 
near Brewster, N. Y. 

Colbert restaurant, East 49th, filed 
voluntary petition for reorganiza- 


tion, listing assets of $151,290 and | cial leave to finish piloting his pict, | ‘Mein Kampf.’ 


liabilities of $115,873. 

Following the lead of Frank Case, 
of the Algonquin, Bob Christenberry, 
Hotel Astor manager, is doing a 
book, ‘Through These Portals.’ 

Henry Tobias, 
long entertainment director at up- 
state N. Y. summer resorts, now co- 
owner of Cedars Country Club, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Eddie Buzzell in and out over the 
weekend, seeing a show or two and 
thence back to Chi with the Marx 
Bros. on their pre-Meiro film tryout 
of gags and material. 

Aquacade management requested 
defering reviewing the final shaw 
Saturday night, but the sudden 
downpour automatically solved that. 
Press preem tonight (Wed.). 


Nick Holde’s staff for ‘American 
Jubilee’ includes Doc Hunt, John 
Tuerck and Mike Cavanaugh. 
Charles Washburn is p.a.; Ben 


Washer on the advertising. 


Wolfe Cohen, Warner Bros. Cana- 
dian district manager, back to To- 


ronto over the weekend after hud- | 


dling with Roy Haines, eastern and 
Canadian sales chief, in N. Y. 

Lou Johnson of Metro, president 
of the Film Exchange Employees 
Union, lost his right eye at Manhat- 


tan Eye and Ear Hospital, following | 


an operation to remove a growth. 


Connecticut open-house week cere- 
monies, at Bushnell Park. Hartford, 
will be broadcast by NBC Sunday 
afternoon. James Melton, Anna 
Kaskas and Walter O'Keefe partici- 
pating. 

Morris Loewenstein, exhib leader 
of Oklahoma City, narrowly escaped 
the gas explosion at the Park Cen- 
tral hotel Thursday morning (9), 


being within a few feet of it when) 
it happened. Numerous persons in- | 


jured. 

John Ringling North was _ so 
anxious to greet Germaine Aussey, 
his French film actress-bride, when 
she arrived from Europe (9) that he 
went down the bay on a Coast Guard 
cutter to board the ship at Quaran- 
tine. They were married in Philly 
Saturday (11). 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








St. Louis WPA orch, under baton 
of Frank Panus, has begun series of , 
public cuffo concerts. 

Vladimir Golschmann to New York | 
to direct City Symph orch in Car- | 
negie Hall Sunday (19). | 

Orrin Tucker band, plus Bonnie | 

ker, play one week at the Fox) 
theatre, starting Friday (17). 

Alex Papand, indie’ exhibitor, 
prepping for extended visit to Cali- 
fornia because of poor health. 


He was a former aide to! 


songwriter-m.c., | 


back from Mineral 


trade sorely needing technicians. 

Legit farce, ‘Permission de De- 
tente’ (‘On Leave’) reached its 100th 
performance at the Palais Royale. 

Aged Cecile Sorel heading cast in 
Jacques de Baroncelli’s ‘Les Nou- 
veaux Pauvres’ (‘The Newly Poor’). 
French inaugurated new Radio 
| Photo (Belinograph) service with 
South America, cutting down trans- 
mission time by 65%. 

Gracie Fields and Jack Hylton to 
the front to entertain B.E.F., re- 
| turning April 27 for benefit show 





| Cotes as principals. 
| Greta Gynt, in private life Mrs. 
| ing to hear what’s happened to her 
| parents and family in Sweden. Has 
| not been able to contact them since 
| the beginning of the war. 

| Pascal Film Productions at Den- 
| ham has cast Bernard Shaw’s ‘Major 
| Barbara,’ with Wendy Hiller, Robert 


| Morley. Marie Lohr, Penelope Dud- | 


| ley Ward, Emlyn Williams and Sybil 
| Thorndike, among others. 


| Max Faber has three-picture deal 


| Christopher Mann, anxiously wait- | 








| Minneapolis 
} By Les Rees 
| Paramount Pep club held annual 
spring party. 

Al Aved, Columbia salesman. a 
' daddy—it’s an eight-pound boy, his 
first. 


| 


| Johnny Fritcher, Paramount head 


|at Salle Pleyel with Maurice Che- | with United Artists (London). First | booker, elected to company’s ‘1002 


| valier. 
Pierre Fresnay has obtained spe- 


| ‘Le Duel,’ in which he appears with 
; Yvonne Printemps, Raimu and Ray- 
}mond Rouleau. 
| French - German - English - Italian 
| speaking Dita Parlo, who's appeared 
| in some of the best French picts in 
last 10 years, can’t get a spot in any 
| passport. 
Colored documentary picts on 
| French provinces, artistic treasures, 
| cathedrals and industries being used 
to work up soldiers’ enthusiasm. 
Being preemed in war zone under 
| title ‘What We Are Defending.’ 
Origin of rumor that Leslie Hore- 
| Belisha and Jacqueline Delubac 
second wife) had 


| (Sacha Guitry’s 
| married in Cannes probably due to 


| fact that Britisher was constantly in | 
in | 
vigor- | 


'French actress’ company when 
France. Marriage has been 
‘ously denied. 


| 
Pittsburgh 


| 
By Hal Cohen 





| Eddie Peyton going injo tourist 
camp biz. 

| Pittsburgh Savoyards winding up 
|season this week with ‘Ruddigore.’ 

| Thrush Barbara Long has drawn 
i third extension in her stay at Yacht 
Club. 


Wallace Bros. show in this week- | 


lend to open the 1940 circus season 
| locally. 

Bobby Coyle hus shelved plans to 
| build a new theatre in Charleroi for 
the present. 

Ann Corio back at George Jaffe’s 
Casino for her second visit of the 
burley season. 

Wife of Jack Graham, city sales- 
man for RKO, diced itast week in West 
| Penn hospital. 
| Republic office copped Film Row 
|bowling league cup this year by 
single-game margin. 

Jules Lapidus, U branch manager. 
land the missus shdéving off for 
|Florida in a few days. 

The Dick Nashes ‘he’s manager of 


Webster Hall hotel) are back from } 


' their honeymoon in Cuba. 

John Kennedy here for couple of 
days to visit relatives en route to 

| Hollywood to begin WB contract. 

Theatre manager Bill Davis trans- 
‘ferred from Washington, Pa., sana- 
torium to Vets hospital in Aspinwall. 

Fred Burleigh left for New York 
Monday to line uj plays and players 
for his summer season at Cohasset, 
Mass. 

Rodney Bush in from New York to 
help Christy Wilbert wind up prepa- 
rations for ‘Lil Russell’ preem to- 
night (15). / 

Art Morrone and Mike 
Wells, 


Shapiro 
Tex., 


The Children’s theatre, organized | where they went to recoup from 


under direction of Mrs. Ruth Kelso | 


Variety Club meet in Dallas. 


film due to fact she holds German | 


ihe is producing for them is ‘The 
| Death of a Nation,’ based on Hitler's 
Shooting starts end 
of May at Joe Rock studios. 
Hermann Heller, former ace pro- 


ducer in Berlin, creator of Heller’s | 


; Revues, and operator of Admirals 
' Palast, Berlin, is here as refugee. 
May produce summer revue for 
| Hvams Bros. and Bernstein circuits. 
| Maurice Colleano suffered a couple 
!of torn ligaments while performing 
at Brighton Hippodrome, which will 
necessitate him laying off for several 
|months. Bono, his brother, who is 
| in the act with him, will try to break 
| his son in, to keep the combo foing. 
Vivian Van Damm’s continuous 
revue experiment at the Garrick 
| theatre has cost him over $8,000 in 
| four weeks of operating. But this is 
not all. Has leased theatre for seven 
years from A. E. Abrahams, and for 
every week the house is closed a 
further $760 goes down the drain. 
The Society of West End Man- 
| agers requested not to let any of 
their theatres to anyone not of 
established repute in the -musement 


industry, unless a fortnight’s wages | 


for artists, staff and musicians are 
deposited. Request comes from the 
National Association 
and Kine Employees. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





‘Gulliver's Travels’ (Par) setting 
merry b.o. pace. ; 
Clarence Badger megging ‘Daugh- 


ters of Australia’ for Argosy. 


William Freshman, Cinesound 
scripter. returning to London. : 
Sir Ben Fuller seeking Aussie 


rights to London revue, ‘1066’. 

Yehudi Menuhin will give several 
concerts here during his re-visit 
with local bride. 


Vic Webb is in charge of British | 


Empire Films during the absence of 
Gordon Ellis in U. S. 

Wirth’s Circus extended 
ney run following click. 
managed by Doris Wirth. 

Possibility that Ruth Draner may 
do another Aussie tour for William- 
son-Tait before year’s end. 

Herc McIntyre thrown a feed by 
ipice associates to celebrate his 20 
years as local boss of Universal. 

‘Bluebird’ (20th) (Shirley Tem- 


its Syd- 
Unit now 


ple) released in Sydney this month ; 


to fit in with schools’ vacation pe- 
riod. ; ; 
Edwin Styles, British comic, after 


Tivoli tour, joins revue unit at 
Minerva, Sydney, for Fred Black- | 
man. 


Bid with Shakespeare doing ex- 
ceptionally well at Minerva. Syd- 
ney, under direction of Fred Black- 
man. 

Rene Lees. wife of Orrie Perrv, 
former manager of the State, Svd- 
ney, is doing a piano act over the 
Greater Union chain. 

‘San Francisco’ 


.for additional playdates in 


of Theatrical | 


| Club.’ 


RKO’s Seventh Street theatre to 
be torn down for store and garage 
| building. 

Allen Clatworthy, M-G salesman 
|for 12 years, resigned to enter an- 
other business. 

Jay MacFarland, National Screen 
branch manager, in Chicago for 
| sales’ conference. 

Savoy, lower loop subsequent-run 
| house, closed for six weeks for re- 
| modeling and improvements. 
| Twin City Variety club to raise 
| $20,000 for local fund which pro- 

vides milk for underprivileged 
| families. 

W. A. Steffes, Northwest Allied 
| president, released from _ hospital 
| following another heart attack and 
is recuperating at home. — 

Russell Egner, from Omaha, 
pointed RKO city salesman, succeed- 
‘ing Reno Wilk, who resigned to 
handle state-right pictures. 


Paul Winter Carnival managing di- 
rector to manage St. Paul Audito- 
rium winter sports’ show next fall. 


Nazis Hit B. O. 


Continued from page 1 











were glued to radios for war de- 
velopments and brokers did like- 
wise, not even getting telephone 
calls. There were two sudden added 
closings Saturday (11) and at least 
three more will occur this week. 
Similar to the Broadway legit sum- 


mary in this issue, the national film | 
grosses, including N. Y.. starting on | 
de- | 


page 9, likewise reflect war's 
pressing effects. 

Half a dozen attractions have cut 
salaries recently, but the number on 
that basis is somewhat less than last 
May. Current list contains only 
around 10 attractions slated for sum- 


mer holdover, several others which 
were figured to do so _ having 
dropped too much and are slated 


to fold. There will be at least three 


musical entrants in the early sum-, 


mer, ‘Keep Off the Grass,’ Broad- 
hurst:; ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Im- 
perial, and ‘Walk With Music’ 
(‘Three After Three’), Broadhurst. 
Closing this week: ‘My Dear 
Children,’ Belasco; “Too Many Girls,’ 
Broadway, and ‘The Fifth Column, 
| Broadhurst. Both the latter are 
‘slated to resume on Broadway be- 
‘fore touring in the fall. Added clos- 
| ings Jast Saturday, ‘Liliom,’ 44th 
| Street; ‘Out From Under,’ Biltmore, 
| and ‘The Strangler Fig,’ Lyceum. 
Due next week, ‘Keep Off the 
| Grass,’ Broadhurst; ‘Russian Bank,’ 


(M-G), uncanned | St. James, and ‘The Stroke of Eight’ | pride’s 
t city, | (To What Red Hell’), Belasco. 


ap- | 


Martin P. Kelly resigned ag St. | 





School was formerly handled by | James Roosevelt for slot-machine 
Alec Kellaway, brother of Ceci] | Picture talks. , 
Kellaway. Lee Stewart shifted from New 


York to Hollywood branch of Rosa- 


- lie Stewart agency. 


| Errol Flynn hops off this week 
for two-week air tour of Mexico 
‘and South America. 

| Joe Pasternak gets the seide)- 
, meister chore at the Masquers Club 
dinner next Sunday (19). 

Harlan Thompson to Missouri on 
| business trip before reporting at 
| Warners on his new contract. 
|_ Frank Capra awarded French 
| Film Academy’s Oscar for the best 
, comedy of 1939, ‘You Can’t Take It 
| With You.’ 
| John W. Considine, Jr., putting in 
| his annual two-week service as a U. 
| S. naval reserve officer at San Fran- 
| cisco’s Presidio. 
|_ Edward H. S¢hwab in from New 
| York for six weeks to ogle the Same 
'uel Bronsten Productions as chair- 
;man of executive committee. 


| * 

| Chicago 

| 

| Frank Sherman remodeling the 
| Minuet Club. 

| Helen Terry goes in as warbler at 
| the Hi-Hat June 13. 

| Harold Lee of Witmark’s to New 
| York for short vacash. 

James Roosevelt in for confabs on 
| the film_juke box situation. 

| Nate Platt back from New York 
talent hunt for Balaban & Katz. 

Bob Crosby’s frau out of hosp 
|after two weeks’ recup following 
horse spill. 

Tipoy Harrison was hosted at film 
row testimonial banquet on his exit 
| from show biz. 
| Everett Crosby stopped off for 
‘session with brother Bob, who has 
band at the Blackhawk. 
| Senator Murphy going to the Coast 
| to set sunshine slope distribution for 
| his autographed handkerchiefs. 
| Bill Johnson will operate the 

Bon-Air this year, despite personal 
legal entanglements with Uncle 
Sam. 

Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis reversed the 
process when he tossed a_ lunch 
party for the song-pluggers in Hen- 
rici’s last week and asked the boys 
to bring their new tunes. 














Memphis 


By Harry Martin 





Civic Theatre giving local thesps 
‘Wilburs’ instead of ‘Oscars.’ 

' Town went on daylight saving two 
weeks behind everyoody else. 

Little Theatre season ends 
week with ‘Arms and the Man.’ 

Dorris Bowdon brought husband 
Nunnally Johnson home to meet the 
folks. 

Joseph Knitzer quest violinist at 
Memphis Symphony Orchestra's final 
concert. 

Ozzie Nelson plays Cotton Carnival 
Ball, then sticks around for location 
date at Peabody hotel. 

Herbie Holmes band back at 
Claridge hotel's Starlite Roof. Third 
time in as many years. 

Harold Lloyd expected here for 
Shrine convention June 10. Rumored 
he will be nominated for high office. 

Ethel Taylor home from Broadway 
'to do couple of concerts and star 
opposite Alexander Gray in Overion 
Park summer musicals. 

' Kay Starr and George Butterfield. 
hubby and missus, both of Joe 
Venuti orch, in for a visit with the 

folks. Their first” since 

‘ Marriage. 


next 
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opening to the jitterbugs until Sat- 
urday evening because of the delay 
in getting ticket booth equipment 
from the Fair. By the time it 
open, rain had started to fall and 
attendance was held way down. 
Johnny Green’s and Van Alexander's 
bands played spasmodically but to 
no audience or dancers due to un- 
finished final touches. Strong 
standee attendance augured prom- 
isingly for juvenile interest. Todd's 


N.Y. World’s Fair Debut 


Continued from page 3 


did | came and continued 
| show was over. 


! 


condensed version of the ‘Streets of | 


Paris,’ however, opened on scheduled 
time at the Music Hall, and did fair- 
ly good business through four shows. 

Another show that didn’t open 
until 


late Saturday was Winter. 


Wonderland, which was called Sun) 


Valley last year. Here, also, busi- 











formance for reviewers and other 
guests went on at 8:40 p. m. Satur- 
day. Shortly thereafter the rains 
long after the 
Performers worked 
valiantiy in the wetness 
final performance, 
Mary Pickferd-Helen Hayes 

There were rather elaborate stunts 
attempted after ‘Jubilee.” Bombs 
were set off. Harvey D. Gibson, the 
Fair's head, danced in the rain with 
Mary Pickford, while Helen Hayes 
participated, too, but the stars were 
forced to retreat to the press office. 
Later they passed through a police 
cordon and motored back to a spe- 
cial function. 

The new Aquacade, which like 


and the 
downpour caused cancellation of the | 


Big Payoffs 





Vendors, who advance fancy 


WHAT THEY THINK 





coin to Fair eateries, make 
pikers out of the coatroom con- 
cessionaires who, traditionally, 
used to help finance nite clubs 
by advance rentals for the hat- 
checking privilege. Mike Todd 
got a $75,000 advance from Rup- 
pert, for example, for selling 
that beer exclusively in the Old 
New Orleans village. 

Billy Rose is reported to have 
gotten fees like $50,000 from 
Chesterfield cigarets, $25,000 
from Spam (a ham product) and 
around $150,000 from Pabst beer 


Not On One Network 
New York. 
Editor, VaRtety: 

Permit us to call your attention to 
an error in crediting stations in your 
May 1 review of the programs, 
‘Meet Miss Julia’ and ‘The Career of 
Alice Blair,’ which we transcribe 
here. 

‘Meet Miss Julia’ is not heard over 
51 Mutual stations, but over one 
Mutual; four Mutual-NBC; 16 NBC; 
and 12 CBS; totaling 33. “The Career 
of Alice Blair’ is not heard over 18 


for the exclusivity in the Aqua- Mutual stations, but over one 

cades (N. Y. and Frisco) and at | Mutual; four NBC; and five CBS; 

his new Barbary Coast nitery at totaling 10. 

the N. Y. Fairgrounds. WORLD BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM. 








By Herbert L. Jacobson. 


ness was affected by the rain, the ‘Jubilee’ was on a four performance 
ice show being presented outdoors. | schedule daily, gave two afternoon 
Some of the more important spots! shows and started the 8:30 trick, 
that didn’t open at all on Saturday | which was called off after the first 
were the Llama Temple; Magic Car- , part and the final performance was 
pet: Women in Ice and Mesmore | canceled. Reviewers were asked to 
& Damon's animated cavemen and | cover the show Wednesday (15), not 
monsters exhibit. None of these, | only because of the dismal weather 
however, should be delayed more but some mechanical problems were 
than a week, as all look near com- | yet to be straightened out. Billy Rose, 
pletion. who again presents the Aquacade, 

Big Midway Attendance claimed this year’s production cost 


The most encouraging indication so | $220,000, as against $376,000 last 
far as show business is concerned, | 5©#°" 
was the interest of the first-day 
crowd in the amusement zone, re- 
named The Great White Way. As 
the afternoon wore on, the exhibit 
area population grew steadily sparse, 


Cafes, Bars Profit 
With the weather so bad, the cafes 
in the amusement zone became a 
mecca and most of them were 
jammed. Included were Rose’s Bar- 


MORE COIN FOR 
N.Y, FRISCO 
FAIRS 


Washington, May 14. 
Replenishment of New York and 
San Francisco exposition coffers 
with money assuring continued Fed- 
eral participation presumably was 
assured Friday (10) by House pas- 





‘New Calcutta Hole 
New York. 
Editor, Variety: 

I have read with interest your re- 
view of the Kentucky Derby broad- 
cast in the current issue of Variety, 
and should like to relate the facts 
as they occurred. 

The booth from which we did the 
broadcast was badly ventilated, but 
it was necessary to have the windows 
closed to keep out the public address 
system. 

With five people in the booth, the 
first 15 minutes of the broadcast so 
raised the temperature that by the 
time I turned from the window 
through which I could see to the 
window next to be used, it was 


while the crowd in the show dis- 
trict steadily mounted. Even con- 
cessionaires, who devoted much of 
their time to squawking last season, 
conceded business was ‘very good.’ 
Crowd went for the big country fair 
idea and all hands were ticketed 
with ‘Howdy Folks’ badges. 

The midway further figures to 





bary Coast, which last year was the 
Midway Inn. Spot has been re- 
vamped inside and the show pre- 
sented there is that which played 
Diamond Horseshoe (Paramount 
hotel, N. Y.), for more than a year, 
with few changes.- Abe Lyman and 
his band provide the music. 
Another new cafe spot nearby is 


thrive on a mathematical basis in| the Zombie, which has been given 
that all concede it’s at least 200% | little advance publicity. It has the 


better and should do that much bet- 
ter business. 
mated that of the 25,000,000 odd at- 
tendance last year, only 40% visited 
the amusement area. 


The Fair Corp. esti-! 


same managerial setup as the Beach- 
comber on Broadway, with Monte 
Proser-Walter Batchelor and asso- 
ciates in charge. South Sea isle at- 


Thus, despite; mosphere didn’t match the weather 


totally opaque. If there had been 
only a trace of ventilation the 
temperature never would have risen 
that high. 

Of the 95,000 persons present at 
the Derby, only one person couldn’t 
see, and that was Field! 

Bryan Field, 
New York Times. 


age of resolutions’ authorizing ap- 
propriation of more money for 
Government exhibits. Fight among 
New Yorkers, which nearly killed 
the resolutions in committee, pre- 
vented action before the season 
opening, but the cash should be 


forthcoming in a_ deficiency bill 
soon, although there is no assurance 
the full amount will be voted. 


A Plug for Eddie Davis 
Boston. 


due to the early settlers sent here 
from other countries. To give you 
a rough idea I will mention a few, 
Louisiana, Georgia, Virginia and 
Charleston, S. C. 

It was due to the failure of the 
unbilled ofay, who happens to be 
Mr. Robert Thomson, who success- 
fully played the same role in ‘Mam- 
ba’s Daughter’s’ 25 weeks, including 
New York, in not mentioning the 
locale, Charleston, S. C., that the 
audience did n@& recognize the 
Charleston dialect, as it is closely 
related to the West Indian brogue 
that they find quite amusing and un- 
popular here in Harlem. 


In regards to the song I am sorry, 
but I still meant dance; also glad 
you enjoyed the juggler. 

Professionally, 
Ethel Waters. 


‘As You Should Know’ 


New York 
Editor, Variety: 

In your May 8 issue I find my 
name mentioned as having been at 
a place called Toots Shor’s, at a pri- 
vate party for Paul Douglas, and 
that I created a disturbance by hav- 
ing a lot of glasses broken. Please 
be advised that I was never at the 
place mentioned; and that I was 
not at the bachelor dinner given to 
Mr. Douglas. 


However, as you should know, the 
breaking of glasses at a bachelor 
dinner party in toasting the bride 
and groom is very appropriate and is 
a custom of long standing. 

Jack Kriendler. 





{It was Mac Kriendler, brother of 
the ‘Baron,’ Jack, who did that Con- 
tinental custom, act of breaking the 
champagne glasses after the toasting 
process. ] 








Editor, Variety: 
In his Harry Richman review at | 
the Versailles, Abel megtions him, | 


Another $275,000 for New York, 
and $200,000 plus an unexpended 
$112,000 balance for the Golden 


increased midway competition, all| Saturday. There is a club adjunct 
hope to do well this season. | for patrons whg go in for hoofing 

Billy Rose says he figurés to pros-| instead of the cafe proper and its 
per despite any theories that the | long bar. Rendovoo, another of the 
spending coin might be spread thin-| large cafes and bars, is newly dolled 


Gate, is permitted under the resolu- 
tions previously passed by the sen- 
ate, but held up the past month in 
the lower branch of Congress. 
There’s also an unexpended 1939 


Sophie Tucker, Joe E. Lewis, Hilde- | 
garde, the DeMarcos and Veloz &| 
Yolanda as outstanding cafe attrac- | 
tions. 


What’s the matter with Eddie 


ner, due to so much more competi- 


up and is also nearby. It is mostly 


tion. His Aquacade admittedly was| open air and has a garden adjunct, 
the lone big b.o. boff on the mid-| prices being geared moderately. 
way last year, outside of Todd’s ‘Hot| Place is handled by DuFour & 


Mikado’ in the Music Hall. This year 
there is much more opposition, but 


it’s figured that the amusement zone! 


will absorb plenty of more spend- 
ing money. 


False Notes in Foreign Zone 


The saddest keynote, of course. is | 


the foreign pavilion § sector. 
personnel, who, in turn, seem to re- 
flect the actual nationalistic  sit- 
uation abroad. The servants are 
older; 
headwaiters and_ captains, 
Legion d’Honneur ribbons and ro- 
settes in their lapels, openly indicat- 
ing that the younger manpower is-in 
European military service. 


Another harsh note is where U. S.' 


The | 
restaurants are as morbid as their 


many. are rather dignified | 
with | > 


Rogers, having been started some 
time after last season’s opening. 
Duo’s main concession, ‘Strange As 
| It Seems’ building, has been dis- 
posed of by Ripley for his ‘Believe 
It Or Not,’ a conspicuous absentee 
‘last season. 

| Quite a bit of coin was used in 
extra newspaper ads prior to the 
Fair’s opening. Rose in particular 
splurged in the dailies. Campaign 
for the Aquacade cost $7,000. ‘Ju- 
bilee’ followed suit in a lesser de- 
gree, but International Business Ma- 








| chines topped all with page ads in the 
| dailies, publicizing the opening of the 
| exhibit Monday (13), for which Lily 
Pons and Lawrence Tibbett were 
engaged to sing. 


He tops them all. 
Ruth Rogers. 


balance of $168,285 for the N. Y.| Davis? 
expa, 

Attempt to obtain the funds be- ' . 
fore the gates were opened for the! [Touche! Although Eddie Davis, 
second year came dangerously near | as partner in Leon & Eddie’s, is 
failing because of several political | not an itinerant attraction, being his 
angles. Principal obstacle was Rep- | own boss in his own place, for over | 
resentative Hamilton Fish, Jr., of | 10 years, hence not considered with | 
New York, leading Republican on|the others who are traveling attrac- 
the Foreign Affairs Committee and | tions.—Ed.] 
on the Rules Committee. Se 

Reputedly angry because he was Ethel Waters’ Footnote 
left off the Federal commission for | Editor, Variety: 
the New York expo, Fish has been After reading your comments in 
accused of trying to sabotage the] Variety of the Apollo theatre show, 
legislation providing for Federal | I felt I owed you an explanation, also 
participation. Whatever his motives, | to enlighten you about certain men- 
he played a leading part in fighting | tionings in your column where I am 
the appropriations both years. | concerned. 

Before the measure was approved,| Assuming you are a northerner | 
there was considerable howling, with | like myself, you would not know 
supporters of the Fair burned be-! that each Southern state has 











cause the amount had been pruned | a different southern accent, possibly ' 














interests now operate what should) B’way Giving It the Brushoff 


technically be strictly nationalistic} Striking difference between the 
restaurants and _= pavilions. The, premiere of the World’s Fair last 
Statler Hotels Corp., for instance, | year and the start of its second sea- 
openly bills itself over the Ro-|son is the absence of street ballyhoo, 
manian House. A U. S. group’ particularly along Broadway. Canopy 
operates the Danish pavilion. Even banners, Fair flags and other col- 
the Latin American countries still; ored decorations heralding ‘The 
present—quite a few dropped out—/ World of Tomorrow’ are missing. 
seem to have a strictly commercial, That is partly explainable because 
hookup. In the midway, the Union| such booster stuff carried the 1939 
News Co. now handles the Heineken | date and is valueless, if still on hand. 
beer and Dutch motif at the Zuyder| New slogan for the Fair is ‘For 
Zee eatery. Union News also has the 
Butlery in the British Pavilion (for- 
eign zone). 

General Motors reported that 24,- 
000 saw its Futurama, the most 
sought after free show among ex- 
hibitors, during the initial day. There 
was large attendance within the tele- 
phone building, with its varied di- 
versions sans charge, but the urge 
to let loose found the simpler di- 
versions the magnet, with the Fair's 
own ‘American Jubilee,’ claimed to 
cost $480,000, one of the strong 
draws. Transportation zone was not 
much in the play and a major show, 
‘Railroads on Parade,’ is off for two | tors, but Broadway has its fingers 
weeks. crossed. Business Saturday and 

Transportation within the Fair has Sunday slumped away, but the 
been made more convenient and the; war developments are figured to 
nick is off. Busses and traction; have interfered more than the 
trains’ fares are the same, while! second debut. 
rates in wheelchairs, some motor- Few hotels display Fair bunting 
ized, are down and those going from but it was stated that over the 

the exhibit section to the amusement ; weekend the increase in occupancy 
zone can make the trip quickly for a/| was from 5% to 25%. Last season 
moderate fee. the hotels chased permanents long 

‘Jubilee’ is the most important ad- | before the expo opening and tilted 
dition to the White Way. After a the rates. That is all out, to date. 
dress rehearsal the night before and | Fair is confining its ceremonies to 
two shows in the afternoon, the per- 


of the management to bolster a car- 
nivai or country fair spirit. 

More pertinent, so far as Broad- 
way is concerned, is that last season 
the first five weeks of the Fair 
dented show business very heavily. 
Shows folded rapidly and, while the 
better attractions played through 
summer, it was not until the final six 
weeks of the Fair season that show 
business on Broadway was actually 
benefited. 


last season, show business is still ex- 








from the $450,000 suggested by the 





Peace and Freedom,’ with the aim| 


Wary of what happened or didn’t | 


pectant of benefiting from Fair visi- | 


State Department, to only $275,000. 
|; Resentment was reflected over the 


‘fact that the Original outlay of $3,- | 


000,000 was $2,000,000 short of what 
the promoters expected to get in the 
way of Federal help. 





} 


Ripley’s Partner Sues 





| Walter J. Greenbaum, stockholder 
of International Oddities, Inc., filed 





court against Robert Ripley, Inter- 


| national Oddities, Inc., 





suit Friday (10) in N. Y. supreme | 


, everybody has one. 
Believe-It- | 


Or-Not, Inc., and Long Island Oddi- | 
ties, Inc., seeking an injunction, ac- | 
| counting of profits, and damages, | 


| claiming breach of contract. The 
| Plaintiff owns 350 shares of pre- 
ferred which cost him $35,000. 
When the plaintiff purchased his 
stock, he asserts, he was promised 
| that for the duration of the Broad- 
| way lease Ripley would open no en- 
_gagement in the U. S. which might 


site. 


provide opposition to the Broadway 


' Now it is asserted that in late | 


' March, 1940, Douglas Ripley, brother 
|of Robert, entered into an agree- 
ment with the N. Y. World’s Fair to 
exhibit the same type of show, start- 
in, on May 11, under the name of 
Long Island Oddities. This is as- 


serted to be a breach of the original . 


, agreement, and the plaintiff claims 
_the World's Fair show will seriously 
affect the receipts of the Broadway 


the grounds, but without ostentation. | exhibit. 


| thousands of walking ads. 


For Breach of Contract 


German Music 


Continued from page 1 








the vogue also extends to the nite- 
ries and taverns, where it is reviv- 
ing in modern surroundings a spirit 
of gemuethlichkeit that was non- 
existent a year ago. Just what 
started it all is something no one 
has been able to definitely put their 
finger on, although the ‘Beer Bar- 
rel Polka’ is credited in many quar- 
ters with having touched off the bar- 
rage, 

Bradford's, one of Wisconsin’s 
largest music houses, is authority 
for the statement that its recent ad- 
vertising of German platters has 
produced a bigger volume of imme- 
diate and direct returns than any 
other publicity they ever sponsored. 

When Finland was in the spotlight 
there was a noticeable spurt in the 
demand for Sibelius records, and 
there is a steady though not lively 
demand for Polish discs, but the 
strong and continued demand for the 
German melodies has really gotten 
the .trade excited. Suggestion that 
there’s a propaganda angle is scoffed 
at generally. 


” 


949904-446440644 


N.Y. Fair Sidelights 





Those ‘Hello Folks’ tags the Fair 
passes out to all comers were a 
happy idea. They’re giving the expo 
Subways 
and buses in the evenings are spotted 
with homecomers wearing them, 
giving other riders something to 
think about. Fair passes them out 
when the customers are leaving as 
well as when they enter to be sure 





Jitterbugs’ Free Ogle 

Kids at Mike Todd’s Dancing 
Campus quickly found that the 
best entertainment was not 
what they had paid their two 
bits for. It was the dressing 
rooms of the Aquacade, clearly 
visible across a finger of Liberty 
Lake from the back terrace of 
the ‘Campus.’ Swimming gals 
switching their suits gave the 
jitterbugs plenty to see beside 
dancing. 





Those little foot-pedaled boats on 
the lake were also doing big busi- 
ness on strength of the Aquacade 
dressing room show, 10 or 12 at a 
time being parked a few feet out- 
side the windows. 





Mike Todd was uniquely frank 
in announcements outside of his 
closed ‘Gay New Orleans.’ Ex- 





plained he didn’t want to chisel 


anybody by opening before it 
was ready and it really won’t be 
finished until Friday (17), so ad- 
vised passersby to try a number 
of competing amusement spots, 
mentioning them by name, 





Just an Informal Fair 

New spirit of informality and fun 
at the Fair seems even to have 
gripped the employes. Most of them 
have shed the austerity which 
cloaked them last year and were 
even to be found in relays ogling 
the pretty eyes and things of Jack 
Sheridan’s ‘Living Magazine Cover’ 
gals. 





Rain which showered the Sat- 
urday night opening was a 
mixed curse. It came, instead, 
rather as a blessing to conces- 
sionaires with ‘indoor exhibits, 
crowds rushing into anything to 
get in eut of the wet. 





Billy Rose’s ‘Barbary Coast’ pro- 
vides everything but space between 
the tables for waiters to serve. With 
so much war on the patrons’ minds 
those bouncing trays of dishes were 
too much of a shock. 





Rosita Royce must be‘feeding 
herself the same thing she tosses 
to the doves. They’re all gaining 
weight together. 








cs 


\ that any outdoor attraction 
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‘Jubilee, Aquacade, Paris’ Keynote A 
More Showmanly N.Y. Fair's Midway 





Presented by N. Y. World's Fair, | financially interested is not known. 


1940, lyrics and dialog, 


May 31, 


Oscar Hammerstein 2d; music, sode was the happiest time in our 
Arthur Schwartz; produced and de-|history, and it is the most 


signed by Albert Johnsen; staged by 
Leon Leonidoff; dances, Catherine 
Littlefield; choral director, 


director Don Voorhees. 


With Lucy Monroe, Ray Middle-|tines by Miss 
1on, Paul Haakon, Gene Marvey, Joe bseagued surprises and highly pleases 


Jackson, Wynn Murray, Margaret 
Adams, Harry Meehan, Lime Trio, 
Fred Ardath, Jack Howard; 40-99c. 





In the first season of the World's 
Fair there were as many flops in 
the amusement zone as there were 
successes, if not more, and com- 
plaints from showmen were continu- 
ous. 
ment was accompanied by a switch 
jn attitude towards concession peo- 

le. Those taking ‘over listened to 
the showmen and were convinced 
IS as 
good as its amusement section, with 
the result that the zone was re- 
named Great White Way and the 
Fair decided to present its own ma- 
jor attraction, ‘American Jubilee,’ 

esides following the suggestions 
that the area be moré compact and 
made brighter at night. 


Management fully. made good on 
jis production of ‘Jubilee,’ a costly 
plant that is now ‘the tip of the 
zone. At the other end of the Fair 
is ‘Railroads on Parade,’ and in be- 
tween is the Aquacade, they consti- 
tuting the largest shows on the lot. 
‘Jubilee’ is more vast than ‘Rail- 


’ Ken and dated at the turn of the century. 
Christie; costumes, Lucinda Ballard; | Principal scene is Rector’s cafe, with 
orchestrations, Hans Spialek; musical a spacious, mythical entrance. After 


| 


Kids are told that the third epi- 


ae hey 
rt being 


of the performance, that R 
esterday’ 


billed ‘The Day Before 


Marvey sings ‘My Bicycle Girl’ rou- 
Littlefield’s ballet 


| ing champs. 
| the show, doing a fine job. 





e audience. There are 48 girls on/| 
wheels and they prove they know, 
how to ride. Same goes for boys. 
who do tricks in formation during a} 
sort of road race that gets laughs. 
Fanciful costumes of green and/| 
yellow are used, men sporting high | 
tan shoes, There are eight bike firms | 
with the names of the makes listed | 


‘in the credits, but all machines are. 


Change in the Fair manage- | 


, breakaway 


‘ance is more than welcome. : 
too, is a parade of old time motor | P/@n° 


decorated alike. 
In this episode, too. is Joe Jackson, | 


tion. Eleanor Holm (Mrs. 
Rose) remains Aquabelle No. 1 as 
in "39. If anything, she gets a bet- 


ter break. There's a special song, | 


‘Eleanor,’ dedicated to her and sung 
by Fred Waring’s glee club. She 
wears an attractive Parisian outfit 
which gives her personal charms a 
break. 

Waring’s singers are back. So is 
Everett Marshall, who took over 
when Morton Downey bowed out 
after the first 13 weeks last season. 
Otherwise the only holdovers are 
Stubby Kruger, the clown divers 
and some of last year’s Olympic div- 
Vincent Lopez plays 


In place of Frances Williams, the 
two Saxon sisters furnish the one 
Swingeroo song in the layout. In- 


plenty strong lure for those looking 
| for dame shows. 

The condensation naturaliy meant 
the clipping of some important num- 
bers, but a major part of the comedy 
was retained and the laughs .via 


' Abbott and Costello pile on fast. The 


} 
j 


} 
| 


stead of Weissmuller, Buster Crabbe | 


another film Tarzan, figures. to 
catch on because equally as impres- 


ing for 
ming act. 


Kruger’s lesson-in-swim- 


Frank Libuse, assisted by Margot | 
Brander and an unbilled stooge, fits | 


in the spot and later Walter Dave 
Wahl, held by Willie, West and Mc- 
Ginty, in the 1939 show. Presented 


, ON a miniature stage, which is rolled 


out near the water, hjs pantomime, 


show's comedy highlight with his|TU88ed comedy goes across com- 


bike and 


pantomime. Vaudevillian’s appear- 


! 


Here, | 


ry. He is employing the skilled 
musician routine, first razzing a 
soloist’s eccentricities and 


cars, with girls and drivers in cos-| then playing the flute. 


tumes of those times. Machines are | 
used by 
Melton, the warbler, who drove the | 


i first jaloppy, but does net otherwise 


participate. Studebaker’ is also, 
credited. | 
Here, too. arrive Diamond Jim, 


‘blown 


Brady and Lillian Russell, portraved | 
by Tony Blair and Irene Christie. | 
Her large white plumed hat was) 
off by the wind. Rector’s 


‘show is brought to the outside by | 


reads,’ also having an enormous re- | 


volving stage. It has a book by Os- 
car Hammerstein, music by Arthur 
Schwartz, staging by Leon Leoni- 
doff, dances by Catherine Little- 
field, the presentation being under 
the direction of Albert Johnson. 


‘We Like It Over Here’ is the 
opening number, and is the theme 
of the show, which is an American 
cavalcade, at times stirring, vast and 
eye-filling. It hardly attempts to 
span the country’s history, but starts 
with the arrival of George Wash- 
ington for his induction at Federal 
Hall, city of New York, April 30. 
1789, and finales with ‘a president’ 
whe will be inaugurated in 1941. 
A miniature schoolroom, with Mar- 
garet Adams the teacher, is spotted 
on the audience side, in the middle 
of front boxes. The kids are told of 
outstanding events or eras in Amer- 
ican history, the schoolroom drops 
tc the level of the seats and the 
episodes on the stage, which is 
across a wide mall, unfold. 

The ‘Over Here’ is an extended 
€pisode with virtually the full play- 
ing complement in action, it being 
claimed that around 300 people are 
on the roster. Ray Middleton war- 
bles the number, backgrounded by 
tradesmen, footguards and Washing- 
ton’s horse guards. 
with a ballet of boy and girl dancers, 
though no toe work, and a colorful 
flag drill. At that point Saturday 
(11) night it started to rain, down- 
fall continuing throughout and long 
afterwards, the last show being can- 
stelled. Those in front moved back 
under canvas, for the 7,000-seater 
was not sold out by any means. The 
kids had to stick it out and it be- 
came plenty wet. Dancers slipped 
on the paved surface of the mall, 
but there were no casualties. 


It’s a long jump in time to the sec- 
ond episode, programed ‘Union For- 
ever,’ dated in the 1860’s. Principal 
setting rolled on is the front of the 
Astor House on lower Broadway. 
Across the street is the museum of 
P. T. Barnum, enacted by Jack 
Howard. Preceding the episode 
proper the Lime Trio is in action, 
it being the comedy acrobatic fea- 
ture of the show. Lucy Monroe. 
as Jenny Lind, appears on the _bal- 
cony of the Astor to sing ‘How Can 
] Ever Be Alone,’ with Gene Marvey 
HS @ young soldier about to leave for 
duty. Before Miss Monroe’s num- 
ber, Harry Meehan, better known 
ts the ‘Irish Thrush,’ gives out with 
Jenny Lind.’ An elaborate ballet 
ensues and by that time the wind 
was tossing the ample skirts of the 
chorines about. 
in for his first dance specialty. He 
took chances then and thereafter in 
the slippery going, but survived 
without accident. 


Episode concludes with the appear- 
ance of Abraham Lincoln supposedly 


the order of ‘Brady.’ Wynn Murray, | 
as Mav Irwin, sings “Tennessee Fish | 


Fry. A cakewalk by the ballet fol- 
lows. with the girls slipping un-, 


avoidably, but Haakon stayed on his | 
vins. Also in this section is Teddy | 
Roosevelt and his Rough Riders, Fred 
Ardath being made up as the former 
president, but doing little more than 
stick on the horse. Routine of the 
riders is not much and probably the 
weakest part of the show. That 


‘Lillian Russell and Diamond Jim are 


i film, just being released. 


It concludes | 


characters in the Barbary Coast cafe 
show nearby is a coincidence. And 
may be something of a conflict, but 
the characters are something of a 
break for the ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) 


Fourth and final episode is rather 
short, scene being Washington ‘To- | 
morrow.’ Miss Murray sings ‘One In | 
a Million’ with Meehan; the ballet 
comes on for the inauguration; shiny 
bronze motors carry Officials to the | 
ceremonies and the entire company | 
sings ‘The Star Spangled Banner,’ as 
the flag on a big pole rises above the 
Capitol. ; 

That a show of such magnitude. 
could be assembled within a four- | 
week period is an accomplishment. | 
For the 40c admission it is certainly 
worthwhile. Given a weather break, 
‘Jubilee’ should win back the fortune 
it cost and in any event it does what 
was anticipated—adding punch to 
the amusement area. Ibee. 


NEW AQUACADE 


(40c.—99e.) 





‘New Aquacade Revue’ at the New 
York World's Fair, produced by 
Billy Rose, staged and lighted by | 
John Murray Anderson; music by | 
Jimmy Van Heusen; lyrics by Joseph ! 
McCarthy and Billy .Rose; dances 
directed by Gae Foster; water bal- 
lets directed by Floyd Zimmerman, | 
settings and costumes by Raoul Pene 
Du Bois: technical director, Carlton 
Winckler; general manager, Lincoln 
G. Dickey. 


Stars Eleanor Holm and Buster 
Crabbe: features Everett Marshall, 
Frank Libuse, Margot Brander, 


Stubby Kruger, Fred Waring’s Glee 


Club (20), Olympic Diving Cham- 
pions, 42 ponies, 21. show girls, 21 
male dancers, 56 swimming girls, 27 


swimmers, Vincent Lopez or- 


(25). 


male 
chestra 

Billy Rose has another boxoffice 
winner. His new Aquacade revue 
at the Forty Fair, even after only 
three days, looms again as the big 
money show on Fiushing meadows 
this vear. He's got stiffer opposi- 
tion from Michael Todd and the fair 
itself. but the rep Rose’s water 


'show obtained in 1939 will get ’em 


Paul Haakon comes | 


/It may be criticized by a few as not 


et Gettysburg, Nov. 19, 1865, part be- | 


Ing played by Middleton. Lincoln's 
speech, ‘that these dead shall not 
have died in vain’ and ‘government 
by the people, for the people and 
with the people, shall not perish 
from the earth,’ is followed by a 
lorchlight parade. Lincoln is last 
seen entering Ford’s theatre, Wash- 


ington, on the night he was killed. | 


€ rides in the actual carriage used | s , 
: ‘entirely changed and improved, with 


by the martyred president on the 


night of April 4, 1865. supplied by | 


Studebaker, which outfit also sup- 
plied other equipment. That explains 
he name of the firm in electrics out- 
side ‘Jubilee” but whether it is 


inside and the new Aquacade should 
build from word-of-mouth. 

New production goes in more for 
stage numbers and femme beauty. 


having sufficient comedy, but Frank 
Libuse’s stage act is so well handled 
that it cleans up. And the clown 
divers again are headed by Stubby 
Kruger. | 

This vear it’s known as the 
Cavaleade of Fairs. starting with the 
San Francisco exposition of 1915 and 
ending with ‘Youth of America’ 
finale. the last gasp in glittering dis- 
plav. Rose's show is more preten- 
tious in costuming and backgrounds 
than last year. The stage has been 


a fancy water curtain and three 

fountains in the wide pool. — 
Absence of such a name draw as 

Johnny Weismuller is partly over- 


come by more attention to produc- ! cluded, plus six showgirls. 


| angles. 
| Abbott and Costello, who starred in 


hen the Spirit Moves Me’ and 
‘There’s a New Gang on the Way’ 
are the principal new songs. Ever- 


| ett Marshall is imoressive with his 


| the show, and the Hylton 


ballading of ‘New Gang’ at the finale. | 


‘Frisco Fair of ’15’ introduces some 
old song faves of that era and brings 
on the initial fanciful chorus num- 
ber by Gae Foster, about 40 femmes 


team is in several bits, but their 
strongest is the crazy house ‘Rest 
Cure,” a takeoff on the old ‘Dr. 
Dippy’s Sanitarium.’ Gypsy Lee, as 
the nurse, is fine in support. 

Her big moment is spotted in the 
center of the show, but could: be 
moved back for better effect. Her 
strip routine is the same she did in 
a Shubert ‘Follies’ a few years back 


and which catapaulted her into a 
20th-Fox film contract as Louise 
Hovick. It’s done to a_ special 


song anent her disregard of the sex 
angles in stripping, but the shedding 


é : | : : , doesn’t go beyond a tiny bra effect 
sive physically and in his straight- | 


inimitable | Paratively as well as in a theatre or | 
| nitery. 


and boys doing the difficult routine | 


on roller skates. Initial appearance 
of water athletes is done via a Mack 
Sennett bathing girls and Keystone 
Cops costume number. Previous to 
that Eleanor Holm and_ Buster 
Crabbe do the familiar duet swim 
stunt; again an applause-getter. 

‘Paris World’s Fair’ introduces the 
most elaborate costuming of the 
show and with the most undraped 
femme stage stuff. ‘Tribute to Old 
Vienna’ brings the most spectacular 
water number and presents Miss 
Holm in the prettiest solo routine in 
the lineup. 

Show now runs about 70 minutes, 
but likely will be cut slightly. Vast 
amvhitheatre in the N. Y. state 


building seats 10,000, being the an- | 


swer to the modest scale of 40-99c., 
making Aquacade a real bargain. 
Settings and costumes by Raoul 
Pene Du Bois, who did them last 
year, are outstanding. Water bal- 
lets were again routined by Floyd 


and g-string. She has plenty show- 
manship and doesn’t offend. 

Another of this show’s stronger 
clicks are Frank and Jean Hubert 
with their standard knockabout | 
drunk routine. They whammed | 
opening night (Saturday). Original | 
version af ‘Paris’ had something of | 
a similar act in Ben Dova, but he’s | 
been spotted bv Todd in Gay New 
Orleans at the Fair. 

One of the imoortant features of 
the original: ‘Paris,’ the ‘South 
American Way,’ is missing. Also, 
the ‘Thanks for the Francs’ tune has 


; been switched slightly to “Thanks 
“You Think of Everything,’ likely , 
the courtesy of James | 0, turn out the favorite, ‘Eleanor,’ 


for the Fair.’ a neat hypo for the 
expo itself. What other tunes are 
retained are nicely sung by Milton 
Watson and Enis Beyer, both new to 
Sisters 
(3), who were in the original ver- 
sion. The chorus routines are also 
nlenty forte in their original con- 
cept. plus, at times, some verv re- 
vealing costuming. Scho. 


‘ 


BARBARY COAST 


Billy Rose production at his own 
N. Y. Fair restaurant, with Abe Ly- 
man and Sherry Magee bands, Man- 
gean Sis (4), Joe E. Howard, Fritzi 
Scheff, Emma Francis, Willie Solar, | 
Tom Patricola, Lucille Johnson, Her- | 
man Hyde & Co. (Sally Burrill), 
Rose Blaine, Clyde Hager, 11 ponies, | 
six showgirls, male quartet; 99c 
mintmum, 





Billy Rose looks to have another 
money proposition in his Barbary 
Coast on the midway of the N. Y. 
Fair, formerly the site of the Mid- 
way Bar & Restaurant. Now, with, 
the transplanted show from his Dia- 


, mond Horseshoe in Manhattan, Rose 


will really put the spot on the map. , 
An effective neon layout fronting 
the place is already doing so, and 


i the show will cement it. 


Zimmerman and are as effectual as | 


before. Technical direction 
handled by Carlton Winckler. 

This year there are 235 involved 
in the stage production, excluding 
electricians and stage crew of about 
30, plus 81 ushers. Total crew, in- 


was 


cluding reserve performers, ap- 
proaches 400. 
New Aquacade reputedly’ needs 


around $24.000 weekly to break but 
can top $136.000 which it did on at 
least one occasion last season. As 
against last year’s $34.000 met to 
open, current show cost around 
$200,000 to bring in. Last year’s pay- 
roll was nearer $27.000. Lighter 


| operation and absence of Weismuller 


(who alone accounts for a $1,000 dif- 
ference) explains the figures. On 
an off -Monday 
50,000 attendance at the Fair, 
drew 14.000 people to four shows. 
Wear. 


it 


STREETS OF PARIS 


(40c-99c) 

Michael Todd’s condensed version 
of original revue presented by 
Shuberts; at World’s Fair, Hall of 
Music; stars Abbott & Costello and 
Gypsy Rose Lee; features Hylton 
Sisters (3), Milton Watson, Enis 
Beyer, Frank & Jean Hubert; anusic 
by Jimmy McHugh and Al Dubin; 
four times daily. 


Mike Todd took this show over 


| from the Shuberts-Harry Kaufman- 
; Olsen & Johnson for $25,000, 


con- 
densed it into 70 minutes running 
time and looks to have a terrific 
boxoffice winner at the World's Fair. 
Show is spotted in the Hall of Music, 
now retagged the Music Hall, where 
Todd last year presented a tab ver- 
sion of his ‘Hot Mikado’ starring Bill 
Robinson. 

‘Mikado’ did very well at the Fair. 
but ‘Paris’ should eclipse it from all 
For the b.o. draught, there’s 


‘Paris’ on Broadway and also have a 
considerable radio rep via the Kate 


| Smith program to entice the yokels, 
{and Gypsy Rose Lee, who has quite 
la rep as a 


stripper and strippers 
are usually big b.o. at fairs, carnies, 
etc. 

Apart from the marquee values, 
Todd is giving ‘em an exceptionally 
fine show for the 99c. top. ‘..Paris,’ 
though greatly condensed in cast and 
lacking such names from the original 
production as Bobbv Clark, Carmen 
Miranda and Louella Gear. retains 
the original Broadway production 
values and costuming and they’re 


exceptionally fine. The original 
mixed ensemble of 25 is also in- 
which. 


(13). with less than | 


Save for Frank Libuse, now shift- | 
ed into the new Aquacade, Rose has 
his first Horseshoe show .virtually 
intact at the Barbary Coast. In- 
stead of captioning it ‘The Turn of 
the Century,’ and reprising the 
glories that were Churchill's, Rec- 
tor’s, Delmonico’s and the Ziegfeld | 
Roof, the four parts are switched 
into Tate’s, the Olympic, Adelphi 
and the Bella Union. Latter is the 
New Year’s eve finale, and with the, 
same action as during the Diamond | 
Jim Brady sequence with Lillian 
Russell at Delmonico’s. This time 
Tom Patricola is merely ‘the mil- 
lionaire’ and Lucille Johnson, blonde 
prima, captioned ‘the lady.’ Guests 
of honor, however, still include 
Emma Francis, Joe Howard, Willie 
Solar and Fritzi Scheff, latter re- 
calling her ‘Kiss Me /. ain,’ from 
‘Mile. Modiste.’ 

Switch didn’t call for much, mere- 


_ly shifting the action from mauve 
decade N. Y. to pseudo-Barbary 
Coast background. But no matter 


how billed, it’s still a dandy show, 
under John Murray’ Anderson's 
staging and with Raoul.Pene Du 
Bois’ clever costuming. Clyde 
Hager’s  pitchman routine — still 
whams ’em; Joe Howard's ‘Wonder 
Who’s Kissing her Now’; ditto; Tom 
Patricola’s dancing, and so on down 


the line. 

Like Rose’s $1 comeon 
Horseshoe, it’s billed as 99c 
mum here. Average check 


$2 or better. 


WHITE WAY CASINO 


the 

mini- 

figures 
Abel. 


at 


Rosita Royce, Abdallah 
Charles Ralston, Maharra. 
This is strictly a peep show and a 
terrible turkey. It represents prob- 
ably the midway’s most bold-faced 
attempt to play all Fair-goers for 

suckers. 

Admission tap is 25c. and around 
five times too high for the value re- 
ceived. It’s grinding 10 shows a 
day, seats close to 1,000, and evi- 
denced the lure of nudity, in this 
instance dove dancer Rosita Royce, 
by a near-capacity attendance for 
the early Saturday (11) evening 
performance. There were plenty of 
candid camera enthusiastis in the 
audience, but there was little for 
them to’shoot at—it’s that much of a 
cheater. Spot last season was Moe 
Gale’s Savoy Ballroom. 

A tired line of eight girls doubles 
into specialties besides the ensemble | 
work. There’s also a single femme | 
accordionist, Clarice Ralston, who! 
impersonates various nationalities in 
costuming, playing and singing, and 
is at least consistently poor. Maharra 


Girls (8), 


Billy | with Miss Lee's stripping, makes it a'is an exotic dancer only in the bill- 


ing. She does some mild cooching, 
but is otherwise from hunger in 
everything but appearance. Her 
slave dance routine, for instance, 
hardly even looks amateurish. 

Rosita 


Royce is presenting her 
Standard dove dance up near the 
finale. She's doing a complete strip 


under soft lights. but from a!l ap- 
pearances is wearing full-length 
flesh-colored tights. Music is off- 
stage piano and organ. The introes 
are also handled from the back and 
in typical carnie sideshow manner. 
Costuming also n.g. 

A couple of candy 
throw a_ pitch before 
formance, promising 
from electric razors to diamond 
bracelets in each cheap box of 
sweets. They also crack wise when 
the chumps fail to buy, which, with 
the 25c. admission tap, makes it a 
double rap for those who pass the 
turnstile. Scho. 


merchants 
each per- 
everything 


THE ZOMBIE 


(N. Y. WORLD'S FAIR) 








Monte Proser, who is parlaying a 
zombie into a national institution, 
sterting at his Beachcomber. on 
Eroadway, is wisely switching tags 
and calling his new spots—he pro- 
poses a miniature chain—the Zombie. 
That's the name of those potent 
$1.25-per-copy drinks (‘no gentleman 
will have more than one’) which is 
the keynote of his N. Y. spot. 

At the Fairgrounds, Proser looks 
set with a miniature gold mine, right 
in the heart of the midway, with a 
long bar featuring the native rum 
drinks. There’s a private, inside room 
for the class or sitdown trade, like- 
wise no cover as at the Broadway 


‘room, and with Bobby Parks’ nifty 
_septet dispensing the dansapation. 


Parks was last at the Beachcomber 


' 
_.and formerly a fave with the Stork 


Club customers. He’s a_ socialite 
crooner-maestro, and Proser’s new 
backers at the Fair venture are 
Crawford Hill and William Rhine- 
lander Stewart. At the Saturday 
premiere of the Zombie, the turnout 
was a cross between the exclusive 
. Y. Fair’s Terrace Club and the 
Stork-Monte Carlo set. Hill was 
hosting the fashionable’ eastside 
stepper-outers, and in combination 
with the fact that the sudden downe- 
pour rained out ‘American Jubilee’ 
and the Aquacade, Proser’s new 
Zombie really got a very chi-chi 
turnout. He also brought over the 
conga line dancers, doubling from 
the Beachcomber fo the Fair. Abel. . 


Magazine Cover Models 
(25c.) 


Jack Sheridan is back with his 
Magazine Cover models, new show 
differing little from last season ex- 
cepting the new undraped femmes. 
Basic peepshow idea has_ been 
streamlined, with no movement and 
fewer clothes adorning the lassies 
than in carnival peep hatcheries. If 
the visitor is after the ‘artistic nudi- 
ty’ (so heralded) this fills the bill. 
Long lines attest to the firemen still 
going for the nudies. 

Six different model exhibits con- 
stituting the layout. No bras worn 
opening day, with minute G-strings. 
‘Venus of Venice,’ ‘Magazine Cover 
Girl,’ ‘Bride of Tomorrow,’ ‘Sports 
Girl,’ ‘Ski Girl and “The Buccaneer’ 
are unveiled, individually in two, 
picture frame ‘stages. Complete 
show lasts about four’ minutes. 
Canned music backgrounds postur- 


ing. Wear, 


Ringling-B.&B. Draws 
Big $355,000 in Hub 


Boston, May 14. 

Ringling. Barnum & Bailey cir- 
cus estimated grossing $355,000 
during its 10-day date at Madison 
Square Garden here. It was the 
longest engagement the big top ever 
played here and, for the first time, 
Sunday performances were _ per- 
mitted, 








is 


Boston report ties up with the sen- 
sational business played by the 
Ringting outfit at the Garden, New 
York, when the estimated gross for 
26 days was around the $900,000 
mark. 





Fair’s Eimer 


Continued from page 1 





the model of ‘Elmer,’ lithographs be- 
ing posted in many sections of the 
country. Fair management decided 
it would be a good idea to have El- 
mer present at various functions and 
he has been given several such en- 
gagements, though there is a hitch on 
salary for his presence on the 
grounds for the run of the show. 
Actor is married, but for the pur- 
poses of public appearances at the 
Fair, it is understood that a ‘wife’ 
and ‘daughters’ were secured from 
Powers model agency. It was pro- 
posed that Ostrander travel across 
country as Elmer to bally the Fair 
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NO MUSTARD) 


But Plenty of B.O. raprika a 























Abbott —Costello—you took this ad in Variety without consulting me! 


iil ht RD EEE iS Sela SS Eels ih FS 


Costello —I’m a bad boy. Don’t tell the William Morris Agency on me. 


HDs, 





? 


Abbott —Well, I should... 


Lak ae oe ae 


Costello —QOh, if you do, they'll tell Michael Todd and he’ll tell everybody that 


we’re starring at the World’s Fair in his “Streets of Paris’’. 


AERA. 


Bah ibnse 


Abbott _—Regardless of that, we’re still on the air every Friday night with the 
Kate Smith hour. 


Costello —I know it—and June 28 well end a run of 97 weeks. Thanks to 
‘a Miss Smith, Ted Collins and General Foods. 


Abbott —Then we can take a vacation from the air—- 


Costello —We cannot—you dummy. July 3 we replace the Fred Allen show 


for the summer for Bristol-Myers. . . thanks to Young & Rubicam. 


Abbott —That’s in addition to making a picture—boy, that’ll buy you plenty 
of hot dogs, Costello— 





Costello —Yeah—BUT NO MUSTARD! 


JUST COMPLETED 4th ENGAGEMENT 
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